From the Pastor’s Desk
The Arms of Moses

There is a song from the early 1970s called “Lean on Me” that has been
recorded and re-recorded by various musical artists. It was originally
written and performed by Bill Withers and the overarching theme of the
catchy tune is that of caring for a friend in need. The main refrain hammers home this point when it states, “Lean on me, when you’re not
strong and I’ll be your friend. I’ll help you carry on. For it won’t be long
‘til I’m gonna need somebody to lean on.” Of course, this idea of having someone to
lean upon for support goes even further back than the 20th century.
Our first reading at Mass on Sunday from the Book of Exodus has a setting some 1500
years before the birth of Christ. Within that passage we read that there was an intense
battle between the Israelites and a fearsome group of warriors known as the Amalekites.
Moses went up on a hill and watched the battle unfold before him. Out of prayerful solidarity for the Israelites he raised his arms up with the same staff that he had used when
parting the Red Sea. When he did so the Israelites had the proverbial upper hand in the
fight. However, he eventually grew weary and had to sit down.
As his arms drooped so too did the Israelites drop off in their military success. Seeing
this, Moses’ brother Aaron came over to him with a fellow named Hur to support their
friend in his time of need. They came to his help, “one on one side and one on the other,
so that his hands remained steady till sunset” (Exodus 17:12). Moses was able to lean
on his brother Aaron and Hur when he wasn’t strong. In your moments of weakness
who can you depend upon to support you? Good Lord willing, you’ve got family members or friends who can be there for you.
All of us can run to our truest friend, Jesus Christ, who also raised his arms up so that
we might have victory in our lives; not necessarily over the Amalekites but over sin and
despair and even death itself. May that be our source of strength and a word of encouragement so that we can continue to carry on for the Glory of the Lord.
Peace in Christ
Fr. James
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“In God’s plan, nothing happens by chance.”
—St. John Paul II

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Parish News
Thank You

The family of Deacon Larry Palkert would like to thank all those
who brought deserts for his funeral luncheon. Many comments
were made about the wonderful variety of tasty goodies. Thank
you for your kindness.

October Rosary

Join us to pray the Rosary, led by the IC
Council of Catholic Women, every Sunday
in October in the church immediately following the 10:00 am Mass and weeknights
in October at 6:00 pm led by the Knights of Columbus. All are
welcome!

Heggies Pizza Sale

Heggies pizza will be on sale (to benefit our Faith Formation programs) after all Masses this weekend and October 26-27. Be sure
to sample the pizzas during the pancake breakfast after the 8:00
and 10:00 am Masses this Sunday. Contact Mary Nawrocki 763788-9062 x 210 or mnawrocki@immac-church.org to place orders
during the week. Delivery will be the weekend of November 23 24 after all Masses. What a great time to stock up on the BEST
frozen pizza!
Another way to help: Take an order sheet to your workplace or
better yet, sell to your Facebook friends. Heggies is a pizza people
love to buy! Thank you in advance for your support!

Dear Visitor, We are glad to see you today! Please do not
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. Know that we are
here for you and we welcome new members! For more information about ICC or to become a member contact Vicki at 763788-9062 x 212.

School News
Poinsettia Fundraiser
Sponsored by IC School Advisory Council
Wagner’s Greenhouse will again offer sales of poinsettias as part
of an IC School fundraiser. Order forms will be available in the
church narthex after all Masses in November. Payment for plants
is due at the time of order—cash, or checks made out to ICS/
Immaculate Conception School.
Sale dates:
November 2-3, November 9-10,
November 16-17, November 23-24
Last day to purchase Monday, November 25
Choose from two sizes: Standard - $15.00 or Large - $25.00
and colors: “Red” or “White” (personal plant colors only).
Personal plants will be ready for pick up on Wednesday, December 4 from 3:00 - 6:00 pm in the parish office. If you are unable to
pick up on that date, call the parish office December 5 or 6 to arrange a time to pick up your plant.
Memorial plants are available in “Red”
color only and will be used for church
décor, with your loved one named in
memory.
Thank you for your support!
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Parish Council All Committee Meeting Report

In mid September, the Parish Council hosted its first “AllCommittee meeting.” If proven to be valuable to attendees, additional All-Committee meetings will be held in the future. Please
feel free to provide me with feedback if you attended the meeting.
The purpose of an All-Committee meeting is to provide an opportunity for representatives from each IC committee or ministry to
present a brief update on what their committee has been doing to
further their mission. Each representative gave a brief report on
one or two memorable things from the past year, followed by its
vision for the next year. This format fosters camaraderie among
parishioners and an increased awareness of all the service being
performed throughout the church. Personally, I found it energizing
to learn of all the ways we work together to fulfill our mission “as
Christian disciples by intentionally responding to God’s call to
grow in holiness.”
Here are some highlights from the reports:
 Discipleship Committee is charged with growing a culture of
discipleship at Immaculate Conception. Their plan for the
next year is to increase participation with other committees
 Council of Catholic Women (CCW) hosted their annual retreat during Lent, organized fundraisers to support their many
ministries, serve funeral lunches, among other things
 Liturgy Committee reported that the pipe organ restoration is
fully funded and will be completed soon
 School Advisory Council announced that current enrollment
is at 185, up from 168 last year. The Queen of May event
raised a record $110,000!
 Finance Council reported that a primary goal is to build our
reserve funds over the next year
 Knights of Columbus are increasing recruitment efforts to
attract new members. They host monthly pancake breakfasts
to raise money for seminarian scholarships and to support our
local nuns
 Faith Formation is experiencing an increase in requests for
new sacraments. This is in part to the growth in the Immaculate Conception Spanish Community
 Charismatic Prayer Group hosted a Life in the Spirit Seminar
that was attended by over 100 people some of whom travelled
from as far away as Duluth and Rochester
 Intercessory Prayer Group started in 2016 at the request of Fr.
John Mitchell. The group prays for the needs of the church
 Our Lady of Guadalupe are planning to host an all community
retreat in Spring of 2020 to celebrate the first anniversary of
the Spanish Mass
 Social Justice focuses on both works of charity (sock drive,
Catholic Charities Opportunity Center meal service, Giving
Tree) and social justice (coordinating a day of prayer outside
of Planned Parenthood in St. Paul)
 Arts and Environment created a new ordinary time banner
which took over 200 hours to complete
The first All-Committee meeting appeared to be a success. It
was a unifying experience. It brought together many little pockets
of enthusiasm in one room sharing our excitement to carry out
the mission of Immaculate Conception. Thank you for making
Immaculate Conception a great place to worship!
Yours in service,
Stacy McVary

Pastoral Ministry
Fellowship Sunday

Join us on Sunday, October 27 after the 8:00 and 10:00 am Masses for fellowship, donuts, oatmeal and beverages in Fellowship
Hall, (located in the lower level of the church). Hosted by our
Eucharistic Adoration adorers.

Anointing of the Sick

There will be an Anointing Mass at Crest View on 42nd (corner
of 42nd and Central Avenues) on Thursday, November 14, 2019
(corrected date) at 3:15 pm. Rev. James Peterson will preside. All
are welcome.
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request—call
the Parish Office at 763-788-9062 x 212.

Our Brothers Keeper

“Our Brothers Keeper” quilting ministry is in need of any size
sheets (flat only). There will be a basket located in the church
narthex for drop off for the next two weekends or they can be
brought to the parish office. Questions can be directed to Vicki B.
at 763-788-9062 x 212.

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us.

To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, please
call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call Larene at
763-789-4246.

Pray For Our Loved Ones Who Have Died

Social Justice
“Socks for the Sole” Sock Drive
Collection Next Weekend!
Donations of new athletic socks for men, women, and children, as
well as travel size personal hygiene items, such as toothpaste,
shampoo, conditioner, hand lotion and Chap Stick can be placed
in collection boxes located in the church narthex on Saturday,
October 26 and Sunday, October 27.
All donated adult socks and hygiene items will be distributed to
clients of Catholic Charities Opportunity Center and children’s
socks will go to SACA, who provides supportive services for the
poor and homeless in our community.

Coins for Social Justice—

Next Collection - October 26 and 27
Small Change Can Do a World of Good! Coins for Social Justice
raises, funds to support programs that promote the gospel of peace
and social justice. The fourth weekend of each month, IC parishioners are asked to fill the collection basket with their pocket
change to benefit the Social Justice Ministry. Only loose change
or marked envelopes from this collection are designated for Social
Justice. In September we received $121.97. Thank you for
your generosity!
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Especially Ronald Prokop, Deacon Lawrence Palkert, Joseph
Schneider and all who have died from war. May God grant them
everlasting peace and joy in the kingdom of heaven.

Pray For All the Sick
Especially: Mary Boatwright • Paul Bona • Michelle Cadieux
Nichole Castonguay • Lauvan Cramble • Robin Crisp
Mary Fredenburg • Justine Grow • Barbara Kaminski
Brent Kosloski • Gerald Krawiecki • Steven Lauinger
Roger Mack • Sue McSherry • Johnnie Meyering
Janet Mihalik • Shawn Moulzolf • Danille Remarke
Steven Murphy Rogers • Greg Sery • Tammy Swedzinski
Sandra Tabor • Elaine Thunstrom • Lois Weyers
Germaine Wolsfeld • and all those on our prayer chain
If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212.

Beyond Our Parish
Baptized and Sent: World Mission
This year World Mission Sunday is very special. Pope Francis has
named this October as the “Extraordinary Missionary Month” with
World Mission Sunday as its celebration. This month we honor and
celebrate our role as missionaries through our baptism with prayer
and a collection for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith,
which supports over 1,100 small and struggling mission dioceses
worldwide. Also this year, we honor two missionaries with ties to
our archdiocese who have chosen to go beyond borders and home
to share the Gospel message of love and hope. Please remember
your own missionary call by supporting mission dioceses this
World Mission Sunday. We are all Baptized and Sent.

Reflections

The Week Ahead

Word of Life

Sunday, October 20
Mass ______________________________________ 8:00 am
Parish Pancake Breakfast _____________ 8:30 am - 11:45 am
Heggies Pizza Sale _________________ 9:00 am - 12:00 =m
Scouts Popcorn and Wreath Sale________9:00 am - 12:45 pm
Mass (Liturgy of the Word for Children) _________ 10:00 am
Rosary (led by the CCW) _____________________ 11:00 am
Mass (Spanish) _____________________________ 11:30 am
Monday, October 21
RCIC I ____________________________ 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Rosary (led by the Knights of Columbus) __________ 6:00 pm
Boy Scouts Troop 119 ________________ 6:45 pm - 8:15 pm
Tuesday, October 22
Mass ______________________________________ 7:30 am
Parent/Teacher Conferences ___________ 3:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Finance Council Meeting _____________ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Rosary (led by the Knights of Columbus) __________ 6:00 pm
Charismatic Prayer Group _____________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Wednesday, October 23
Mass ______________________________________ 7:30 am
Rosary (led by the Knights of Columbus) __________ 6:00 pm
Confirmation I, Grade 9 ______________ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Parish Choir _______________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Thursday, October 24
Mass (School) _______________________________ 8:30 am
Parent/Teacher Conferences ___________ 3:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Rosary (led by the Knights of Columbus) __________ 6:00 pm
Parish Pastoral Council _______________ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Bell Choir _________________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
RCIA _____________________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Friday, October 25
Mass ______________________________________ 7:30 am
RCIC I ____________________________ 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Rosary (led by the Knights of Columbus) __________ 6:00 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe Prayer Group ___ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Saturday, October 26
Preschool/Kindergarten Playdate _______9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wedding ___________________________________ 2:00 pm
Reconciliation ______________________ 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Mass ______________________________________ 5:00 pm
Heggies Pizza Sale __________________ 6:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Prayer Group ___ 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Sunday, October 27
Mass ______________________________________ 8:00 am
Fellowship _________________________9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Heggies Pizza Sale __________________9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Mass (Liturgy of the Word for Children) _________ 10:00 am
Rosary (led by the CCW) _____________________ 11:00 am
Mass (Spanish) _____________________________ 11:30 am

“This year’s theme, Christ Our Hope: In Every Season of Life, is particularly suited for the times in which we live. The attacks against human
life seem to grow more numerous and callous by the day. Despite these
challenges, we know that Christ has conquered sin and death once and
for all. Through our Christian hope in the Resurrection, we are given
the grace to persevere in faith. Our sacrifices on behalf of the Gospel of
Life can contribute to the redemption of this current culture of death.”
— Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman

USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

Why Do We Do That? - Catholic Life Explained

Question: God rarely seems to answer my prayers. Is He really
listening?

Answer: Throughout Scripture, God promises to answer the prayers of
His people. Sometimes things don’t turn out the way we’d hope. God
won’t miraculously do evil or fulfill selfish intentions. If we’re praying
for something immoral, God isn’t going to answer that prayer for us!
Of course, we still have the freedom to make choices, but it isn’t God’s
movement. Sometimes we’re not praying for something evil, but our
intentions are less than honorable. For example, “Please convert my
mother-in-law so she goes to church more and visits us less!” While
God is no doubt at work in the woman’s life, He likely won’t answer
that prayer in the way you’d expect!
After all, God knows what He is about. He has plans in mind for us, but
they might not be what we think. For most of us, winning the lottery
would bring about a material benefit. That said, funds used in continually purchasing tickets to provide the means for God to “work” could
likely go towards better avenues of financial stability. God is concerned
with our ultimate good. When we pray, we’re invited to surrender our
lives to Him. One of the first petitions in the Our Father is “Thy will be
done.” Sometimes the lack of an answer is an answer! Are we prepared
©LPi
to receive it?

Prayer
Will You Pray for a Priest Each Day?

Prayer Suggestion: Dear Jesus, hear my prayer on behalf of your
priest, Father [N]. Give him a deep faith, a bright and firm hope, and a
burning love which will ever increase in the course of his priestly life.
Be his comfort, his joy, and his strength. Amen.
October 20 - Rev. Edison Galarza, O.CC.SS.
October 21 - Rev. John Gallas
October 22 - Rev. William Gamber
October 23 - Rev. Joseph Gillespie, OP
October 24 - Rev. Paul Gitter
October 25 - Rev. Nels Gjengdahl
October 26 - Rev. Edmund Goldbach, OFM Conv.

Monthly Prayer Intention

Please join the Intercessory Prayer Ministry in praying for this month’s
prayer intention: Cooperation with God’s grace for the good fruit that
will come forth from the Archdiocesan Synod
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient
or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through
all patience and teaching.” (2 Tm 4:2)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Mass Intentions
Sunday, October 20
IC Parishioners (8 am) | +Roger, Donald & Allen Dufault (10 am)
+Lynn & Gregory Kerks (113 am)
Tuesday, October 22
+Eileen Latawiec, Cornelio & Javier Hernandez (73 am)
Wednesday, October 23
+Vincent Guzik Family Members (73 am)
Thursday, October 24
+Madonna Bruneau (83 am)
Friday, October 25
Steve Lauinger, Glafira Jaimes,
Anahi & Magdaleno Hernandez (73 am)
Saturday, October 26
+Walter, Carole, Katie & David Guzik (5 pm)
Sunday, October 27
IC Parishioners (8 am) | +Harold DeLaria (10 am)
+Deceased

Church Directory
Emergency (Death or Anointing) .... 763-788-9062 (#9)
PARISH
Parish Office..................................................... 763-788-9062
(Open Monday - Friday, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm)
Parish Fax ......................................................... 763-788-0202
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson ............................................. x 215
Accounting Specialist, Julie Mack ................................. x 204
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore ............... x 205
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon ................ x 214
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson .......................... x 218
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille ..................................... x 212
Parish Business Manager, Michael Wilde ..................... x 202
Reception Desk .............................................................. x 201
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser ............................. x 227
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman ............... x 221
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick.......................... x 204

FAITH FORMATION
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki .............. x 210
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott ........................... x 208

SCHOOL
School Office.................................................... 763-788-9065
School Fax ........................................................ 763-788-9066
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) ......... x 220
Director of Advancement/School Business Manager,
Mary Beth Pfeifer .......................................................... x 203
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko ....................... x 219
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS
Dave Kellner
Kathy Johnson
Charles Karanja
Stacy McVary
Marcus Paulson
Jane Bona (School Principal)
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee)
Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available
in the pamphlet racks at the entrances to the church.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS

Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available.
Come to the Sacristy before Mass to request one.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Our help is from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth.” (Ps 121)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Collections
Weekend of October 12/13
Sunday Envelopes ....................................... $ 5,889.00
Plate Collection ........................................... 1,568.36
WeShare Online Giving ..............................
472.50
Total Weekly Collection ........................... $ 7,929.86
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Gospel Meditation
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Render a just decision for me against my
adversary.” Today’s Gospel features a persistent widow who ekes out justice from a
notoriously cold-hearted judge. Why does
she win the day? “Because the widow keeps
bothering me.” Jesus’ recommendation to
the disciples is to be persistent in prayer,
because surely God the Father is far more attuned to their needs than
this judge. If only it were that easy, right? We’ve all experienced the
unanswered prayer, the silence after our cries. When this continues,
sometimes it can be difficult to have faith in God or believe He answers
prayers. It can be easy to lapse into a sense of His distance. We want
Him to do something “fair,” which—in our limited view—typically
means that something works out in our favor.
There are, of course, many legitimate cries for justice. We live in a fallen world filled with flawed human beings. We hurt each other, sometimes grievously, and our efforts to remake the world in our image can
result in unjust, inhumane systems. Faced with the problem of evil, we
may wonder how God will “secure the rights of his chosen ones.”
Sometimes, He may well seem “slow to answer them.”
In the face of these very real questions, it’s important to recall the
words of the prophet Isaiah, that God’s thoughts “are not [our]
thoughts.” His ways are not our ways. God respects the freedom He has
given us. When we see what free will has wrought, perhaps we question
God’s better judgment! Yet somehow, we hear that He mysteriously
works all things for our good. No matter what situation we find ourselves in, we are always free to love. We are invited to be persistent in
our prayer, to continue bringing our concerns before God in trusting
surrender. We are invited to love well in the circumstances we find
ourselves in, to be a light in the darkness. No matter when—or if—our
prayers are answered the way we would like, we are nonetheless invited
to witness to “faith on earth.”
©LPi

Eucharistic Adoration
“But when the Son of Man comes,
will he find faith on Earth?”
(Luke 18:8)

One place Jesus will find faith is in adorers praying in Eucharistic adoration! Adorers demonstrate their faith by attending an hour of adoration each week. Their prayers of thanksgiving and intercession are said
at each visit and we know prayers said before the Blessed Sacrament in
adoration are heard. Through prayer and the grace from our Lord, faith
increases. Consider joining this faith filled group of adorers—all are
welcome!
We are looking to increase our number of adorers and are looking to fill
the following hours:
 Tuesdays at noon (partner)
 Wednesdays at noon and 5:00pm
 Thursday 5:00 pm
 Fridays at 11:00 am, 7:00 pm and 8:00 pm
We also are in need of additional partner adorers and substitute adorers.
If you are interested in covering an hour, please call Sandy at 763-7893246 for more information.
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