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Christmas, December 25, 2020 
 
Christmas, the Nativity of the Lord 
 
On this Friday, December 25

th
, the members of the Church throughout the world rejoice in the depths 

of our being and praise God, our heavenly Father, for the Nativity of the Lord, the Birth of Jesus 
Christ.  We praise God that in the Birth of Jesus, ñthe Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among usò (John 1:14), that Emmanuel, ñGod is with usò (Matthew 1:23), that His name is Jesus, 
ñbecause he will save his people from their sinsò (Matthew 1:22), that He is ñ:Messiah and 
Lordò (Luke 2:11) who ñwill rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
endò (Luke 1:33), and that ñthe light of the human raceò (John 1:4) has appeared, ñthe light that 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome itò (John 1:5).   
 

During his public ministry, ñthey brought him many who were possessed by demons, and he drove 
out the spirits by a word and cured all the sick, to fulfill what had been said by Isaiah the prophet: óHe 
took away our infirmities and bore our diseasesôò (Matthew 8:16-17).  In His Passion, ñHe himself 
bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness.  By 
his wounds you have been healedò (1 Peter 2:24).   
 

This gives us hope that Jesus our Lord will heal us and save us from the suffering of all of the illness 
and grief from all of the deaths caused by the coronavirus and all other illnesses that cause suffering 
and death.  By His resurrection, Jesus our Lord overcomes His own death and the deaths of all of us: 
ñI am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never dieò (John 11:25-26). God brought about the Birth of Jesus, 
the mystery of the Incarnation, the truth that God became man, a human being like us, because of 
His great love for us.  ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal lifeò (John 3:16).   
 

Let us celebrate the Birth of Jesus and what God has done for us in Jesus, His Son, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit throughout the Christmas season, from December 25

th
, up to the Baptism of the Lord, 

January 10
th
.  The Octave of Christmas from December 25

th
 up to the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God, is celebrated with much solemnity and joy.  For example, on all eight of these days 
we praise God with the Gloria for the wonderful event of the Birth of Christ.  You may want to partici-
pate in Mass on one of the weekdays of the Octave of Christmas to avoid the larger gatherings on 
Christmas Eve and Day and Sundays of the Christmas season during the coronavirus pandemic.   
 

The grace and peace of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, be with you, your families, those whom 
you meet during your journey of life, and all people throughout the world.  God bless you at Christ-
mas and throughout the New Year of 2021! 
 

Love in Christ, 
 
 
 

Msgr. Dennis Skonseng      
 

  A Special Christmas Gift for You 
For Christmas, you, the parishioners of St. Catherine Parish will receive the book, Salvation: What 
Every Catholic Should Know.  At every Sunday Mass, Catholics confess that Jesus came down from 
heaven ñfor us men and for our salvation.ò  But what does ñsalvationò mean?  In this robust and ac-
cessible book, Scripture scholar and theologian Michael Patrick Barber provides a thorough, deeply 
Catholic, and deeply biblical, answer.  He deftly tackles this complex topic, unpacking what the New 
Testament teaches about salvation in Christ, detailing what exactly salvation is, and what it is not.  In 
easy and readable prose, he explains what the Cross, the Church, and the Trinity have to do with 
salvation.  While intellectually stimulating, Salvation: What Every Catholic Should Know is deeply 
spiritual, and at its core is the salvific message that God is love, and his love is one of transformation 
and redemption.  Please pick up your book in the entrances of the church and in the Good Shepherd 
Gathering Space. 





2020 Christmas Flower Donations 

Thank you to all who donated to help decorate our worship space for the holidays!   

 

In Honor of Family and Friends    Given By 

Monsignor Jeffrey Wald     Ken & Darlene Weshnevski 
 
Larry Azure       Jeanette Azure 
 
Joe Mitzel, Clayton & Marilyn Sather,   Dale & Colleen Sather  
 Deceased Family Members 
 
Travis Robinson, Melvin & Inez Haugland, Don Haugland Larry & Mary Lee Robinson 
 Floyd & Denise Robinson, Dennis Robinson, Eulalie Kleiter 
 
Louis P Daniels, Al & Ione (Vandrovec) Schuler,   Marlene Daniels & Daughters Marlo, Brideen  
 Frank B. & Theresa (Maude) Vandrovec, Frank &    & Mara 
 Petronella Vandrovec 
 
Rita Weber, Rita Petrowitz, Rita Camp   Anonymous 
 
Gruman & Matzke Family, Ida Aus    Jerome & Marlene Gruman 
 
Louis & Geraldine Yanish     Donald Yanish 
 
McCarthy & Warchen Families    Sue McCarthy 
 
Ron Birchem, Jim Goggin, Denny Goggin   Maureen Birchem 
 
Roy & Irene Burchill      Bob & Kathy Mosby 
 
George & Jude Bodnar III, Georgie & Ann Bodnar II, Tim & Joanne Kadrmas 
 George & Martha Kadrmas, Diane Kadrmas, Mildred 
 Rosinski, Charles Kormanik, Joseph & Lucy Bodnar 
 
Konrad Riedmann Family, Fred Pithey Family, Alfons  Joanne Pithey 
 Eberle Family, Julia Liest Family, James Prichard Family  
 
Riedman Families, Wuolu Families, Weishaupt Families Robert & Anne Wuolu 
 
Lawrence & Rita Petrowitz, Amanda Leininger,   Eldon & Shari Maasjo 
 Charlie Bowman 
 
Tom Ihry       Dawn Ihry Family 
 
Peter & Jude Miller, Deceased Family Members  George & Andrea Miller 
 
Dave Winkler, The Bernard Moritz Families,   Mary Anne, Scott, & Mark Winkler  
 The Tom Winkler Families 
 
Willie & Bernice Bonham Family, Ed & Bernice Clement Walt & Berta Clement 
 & Family, John & Lenore Lubken Family 
 
Herman & Lue Kunze, Allan Kunze, Joseph & Pauline  Woody & Chris Westerhausen 
 Kunze, George & Christine Stroh, Joey Westerhausen, 
 Evelyn & Floyd Westerhausen, Amy & Paul Frappier, 
 Casey Westerhausen 
 



In Honor of Family and Friends    Given By 
 

Mike & Olivia Winkels & Families, Casper & Esther  George & Shelly Piatz 
 Piatz Families 
 
George Thilmony, Paul Parr, Bernadette & Larry Parr, Anne, Paul & Jason Thilmony 
 Martha, Jack, June & Jerome Thilmony, Ron & Allen  
 Kvant, Ron Rateau, Anthony & Mary Kalis, Russell 
 Johnson, Mike & Rosa Thilmony, Todd Johnson 
 
Deceased & Living Members of the Ballweg & Coles  Larry & Gayle Coles 
 Families 
 
Ken Kohler, Sr., Cody Lahr, Leo & Ruth Langer,  Mike & Deb Kohler 
 Teresa Nathan 
 
Deceased Winkels Family, Deceased Maresh Family Carrie & Bob Maresh 
 
Sandy Brier, Skolness and Schell Families   Mike & Brenda Schell 
 
Ron Birchem       Rob & Stacy Ingstad Family 
 
Deacon Carl Orthman, Charles Dix, Jane Kane  Nancy Orthman 
 
Maj. Richard A. Starke, John J. Gosbee, Grace Starke Shirley Starke 
 Brown, Christopher Brown, Allan H. Starke 
 
Joe & Kate McGuire, Adolph & Laura Behm, Royce  Earl & Connie Behm 
 Nelson Sr., Courtney Nelson 
 
George Judd, John & Billie Kunert, George Sr. &  Sue Judd & Family 
 Marybelle Judd, Debby Judd, Ed & Marie Meath 
 
Mary Langer & Julius Langer, Daniel McKay,  Kevin & Kristine Langer  
 Vivian McKay 
 
Deceased Members of Melvin Lien Family, Deceased Leona Marshall 
 Members of James Marshall Family 
 
Oliver & Violet Klingenberg, John & Kathleen Elsperger, Mel & Erin Klingenberg 
 John H. Elsperger, Fred Beaudry 
 
Deceased Family & Friends     Pat Johnson 
 
Harry & Eva Neurauter, Mike Neurauter, Bill Gruber  Bob & Michele Green 
 
Ted & Jo Koch, Kelly Koch, Jean Koch, Daron Scherr Jodie & Lonney Scherr 
 



 

Merry Christmas from the Parish and School Staff! 


