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Readjng I
Acts 9:26-31

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.
Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to the apostles, and he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and that he
had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. He moved about freely with them in Jeru-
salem, and spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord. He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried to kill him. And
when the brothers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his way to Tarsus. The church throughout all
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at peace. It was being built up and walked in the fear of the Lord, and with the consolation of the
Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.

Responsorial Psalm
22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

I will fulfill my vows before those who fear the LORD.  The lowly shall eat their fill; they who seek the LORD shall praise
him: “May your hearts live forever!”

R. I'will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of the nations shall bow down before him.
R. I'will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

To him alone shall bow down all who sleep in the earth; before him shall bend all who go down into the dust.

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

And to him my soul shall live; my descendants shall serve him. Let the coming generation be told of the LORD that they may pro-
claim to a people yet to be born the justice he has shown.

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
Reading II
1]Jn3:18-24

Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth and
reassure our hearts before him in whatever our hearts condemn, for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything. Beloved,
if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence in God and receive from him whatever we ask, because we keep his com-
mandments and do what pleases him. And his commandment is this: we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and
love one another just as he commanded us. Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we
know that he remains in us is from the Spirit he gave us.

Alleluia
n 15:4a, 5b
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Remain in me as [ remain in you, says the Lord. Whoever remains in me will bear much fruit.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel
In 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not
bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to
you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can
you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, be-
cause without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will
gather them and throw them into a fire and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatev-
er you want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
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Hello!

This weekend, Archbishop Jose Gomez confirmed twelve students in our parish. Please join me in
congratulating those students, parents, godparents, sponsors, and friends on their confirmation!
Those who are newly confirmed need to remember that you are empowered by the seven gifts of
the Holy Spirit who will protect and guide you along the journeys of your lives.

Catholic Church law requires each candidate to have at least one sponsor. The role of a sponsor, or
godparent, is not to merely stand behind the confirmation candidate. Instead, sponsors are called to
be a "true witness of Christ" and exercise this sacrament's duties. To some extent, the sponsor is like a mentor who
helps their godchild grow and integrate their faith into every facet of daily life.

The practice of mentoring can be found in many educational environments. A similar method is used by students of St.
Thomas More Catholic School during ordinary school Mass. I may see a kindergarten student accompanied by an eighth-
grade student during the Eucharistic Celebration. The eighth-grade student would sit next to the kindergartener
throughout the Eucharist to assist when needed.

A similar concept is found in today's first reading. We learn that Saul, also known as St. Paul, approaches the church
community in Jerusalem shortly after his conversion. He tries to get in, to join with the other disciples on their mission.
Paul wanted to preach about the Risen Christ who transformed his life. Even though he arrives with good intentions, it
does not exempt him from not facing various obstacles from the start. How so? The other apostles did not know Saul
after his conversion. The one impression they had of Saul was that he was a persecutor of Christians. That locks him out
of their inner cycle, for they feared him and did not know what would happen next!

Even though Saul faces an attitude of rejection from other disciples, he does not give up. Fortunately, he has someone
arrive to unlock the entrance to the group; a man named Barnabas who introduces Saul to the disciples in Jerusalem.
Barnabas was a special man who saw the grace of God manifested within the Christian community. Thus, that made
Barnabas an influential mentor of Saul, who later dedicated and committed his life to preach the Good News of the Ris-
en Christ to the world until his last breath.

In life, we need to have someone like Barnabas to share and ask for help and guidance when our hopeful dreams for joy-
ful hope and peace seem to be dashed to pieces. We may feel trapped and unable to see people or events in joyfully
righteous ways. Sometimes it is not easy to see ourselves from an external perspective. We need other people who are
discreet, and we can trust to give us words of encouraging advice with measured lenience. Such people who base their
lives upon the wisdom of God's Spirit and truth, such as Barnabas, are a great resource when we are confronted with

life's challenges.

Jesus is the wisest mentor of all ages! He taught and interpreted the Scriptures to his followers, who were his mentees.
Together, they applied the Scriptures along their journey and mission. This same process was repeated when they
formed their groups of mentees and passed those teachings onto future generations. From only the first group mentored
by Jesus, billions of people became Jesus' followers.

The story of Paul and Barnabas reminds us that there is a moment of conflict in ideology, vision, and behavior when we
interact with each other, such as in church, our families, or society. However, they did not detach themselves from Je-
sus, who was the purposeful mission of their lives. They remembered the words of Jesus as recorded in today's gospel,
"Remain in me, as I remain in you." Such mentality canceled out the challenges of any selfish differences. Thus, Paul
showed humility by submitting himself to a senior member of an organization to grow within that group to be a mem-
ber of the early Christian community. Paul envisioned an unstable facet ahead of him — life without Jesus. Therefore,
Paul surrendered his ego and learned to grow into his mission. That is a profound twist. With Jesus as our "true vine"
who glues us together with him in loving grace through the Sacraments, we will never fade. Firmly in the wisdom of the

Scriptures, we can look up to St. Paul's and St. Barnabas' lives as models to learn, grow, and mentor others as they did.
God bless!
Fr. Thai Le



Quinto Domingo de Pascua Reflexiones

iHola!

Este fin de semana, el Arzobispo Jos¢ Gomez confirmo a doce estudiantes en nuestra parroquia. iUnase a mi para felici-
tar a esos estudiantes, padres, padrinos, patrocinadores y amigos por su confirmacion! Aquellos que son recién confir-
mados deben recordar que los siete dones del Espiritu Santo les otorgan poder, quienes los protegeran y guiaran a lo
largo de los viajes de sus vidas.

La ley de la Iglesia Catolica requiere que cada candidato tenga al menos un patrocinador. El papel de un padrino o pa-
drino no es simplemente respaldar al candidato a la confirmacion. En cambio, los padrinos estan llamados a ser un
"verdadero testigo de Cristo" y ejercer los deberes de este sacramento. Hasta cierto punto, el padrino es como un men-
tor que ayuda a su ahijado a crecer e integrar su fe en todas las facetas de la vida diaria.

La practica de la tutoria se puede encontrar en muchos entornos educativos. Los estudiantes de la escuela catolica Santo
Tomas Moro usan un método similar durante la misa escolar ordinaria. Es posible que vea a un estudiante de jardin de
infantes acompafiado por un estudiante de octavo grado durante la celebracion eucaristica. El estudiante de octavo grado
se sentaria al lado del nifio de kindergarten durante la Eucaristia para ayudar cuando fuera necesario.

Un concepto similar se encuentra en la primera lectura de hoy. Nos enteramos de que Sadl, también conocido como
San Pablo, se acerca a la comunidad de la iglesia en Jerusalen poco despues de su conversion. Intenta entrar, unirse a los
otros discipulos en su mision. Pablo queria predicar sobre Cristo resucitado que transformo su vida. Si bien llega con
buenas intenciones, eso no lo exime de no enfrentarse a diversos obstaculos desde el principio. ;Cémo es eso? Los otros
apostoles no conocieron a Saal después de su conversion. La tnica impresion que tenian de Saul era que era un persegui-
dor de cristianos. Eso lo deja fuera de su ciclo interno, jporque lo temian y no sabian qué pasaria despues!

Aunque Satl enfrenta una actitud de rechazo por parte de otros discipulos, no se rinde. Afortunadamente, alguien llega
para abrir la entrada al grupo; un hombre llamado Bernabé que presenta a Satl a los discipulos en Jerusalen. Bernabe¢ fue
un hombre especial que vio la gracia de Dios manifestada dentro de la comunidad cristiana. Por lo tanto, eso convirtio a
Bernabeé en un mentor influyente de Saal, quien mas tarde dedico y comprometio su vida a predicar la Buena Nueva de
Cristo Resucitado al mundo hasta su Gltimo aliento.

En la vida, necesitamos tener a alguien como Bernabé con quien compartir y pedir ayuda y guia cuando nuestros suefios
de esperanza gozosa y paz parezcan desmoronarse. Es posible que nos sintamos atrapados e incapaces de ver a las perso-
nas o los eventos de una manera gozosa y justa. A veces no es facil vernos a nosotros mismos desde una perspectiva ex-
terna. Necesitamos otras personas que sean discretas, y podemos confiar en que nos daran palabras de consejos alenta-
dores con mesurada indulgencia. Las personas que basan su vida en la sabiduria del Espiritu de Dios y la verdad, como
Bernabé¢, son un gran recurso cuando nos enfrentamos a los desafios de la vida.

iJests es el mentor mas sabio de todas las edades! Ensefio e interpreto6 las Escrituras a sus seguidores, quienes eran a
quien mentoro. Juntos, aplicaron las Escrituras a lo largo de su viaje y mision. Este mismo proceso se repitio cuando
formaron sus grupos de mentoreados y transmitieron esas ensefianzas a las generaciones futuras. Desde el primer grupo
que fue mentor de Jesus, miles de millones de personas se convirtieron en seguidores de Jesus.

La historia de Pablo y Bernabé¢ nos recuerda que hay un momento de conflicto en la ideologia, la vision y el comporta-
miento cuando interactuamos entre nosotros, como en la iglesia, nuestras familias o la sociedad. Sin embargo, no se
separaron de Jesls, quien era la mision con proposito de sus vidas. Recordaron las palabras de Jests registradas en el
evangelio de hoy: "Permanezcan en mi, como yo permanezco en ustedes". Tal mentalidad anulo los desafios de cual-
quier diferencia egoista. Por lo tanto, Pablo mostr6 humildad al someterse a un miembro de alto rango de una organiza-
cion para crecer dentro de ese grupo y convertirse en un miembro de la comunidad cristiana primitiva. Pablo imagino
una faceta inestable por delante de él: la vida sin Jesus. Por lo tanto, Paul entrego su ego y aprendio6 a crecer en su mi-
sion. Ese es un giro profundo. Con Jesls como nuestra "vid verdadera" que nos une con ¢l en gracia amorosa a traves de
los sacramentos, nunca nos desvaneceremos. Firmemente en la sabiduria de las Escrituras, podemos mirar a la vida de
San Pablo y San Bernabé como modelos para aprender, crecer y guiar a otros como ellos lo hicieron.

iDios los bendigal!
P. Thai Le
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Please Pray for the Sick

Saturday, May 01, 2021 A Lucia Adame L Gudalio Lim
Sunday, May 02, 2021 Mfiry Louise Aluzzi David Lindsey
Elias Alvarez Anna Lovoy
8:00 AM  Fr. Andrew Peter Phant Roberto Natividad Thomas Millert Francis Araiza M Danilo Magsino
Patrick Yiuf Sister Beatrice Teh: Healing Noreen Arrovo Ruben Maosino
Yy g
Victoria Ann Rincon{ Azucena Tuasonf Kelly Artozgui Christopher Maimone
9:15 AM  Fr. Thai Edward I. Souzaf Ray & Ofelia Villalobos: Healing, George Astacio Evelyn Manza
Elena Jao: Healing Rosa Astacio Felipe Martinez
Helio & Danny Altamiranot B Aletha Bailey Henrietta Martinez
10:30 AM  Fr. Thai Juan Antonio Carcia: Healing, Carla Baker Fred Maroon
Minoy Lee: Thanksgiving Michele Baker Edgardo Merin
Monday, May 03, 2021 Paul Beers Jean Miceli
Tuesday, May 04, 2021 Harlene Breaux Arianne Miller
8.30 AM F . Sister Oy Lin: Thanksgiving, Armando Rivera: c thé Campanella Fal.nlha Montafiez-Flores
: r. Thai Healing Celia Carmona Ariana Alonso Morales
Erik M. Casillas Barbara Moreno
Wednesday, May 05, 2021 Ceres Family Cheryl Morten
Thursday, May 06, 2021 Daniel Cerpa Betty Murray
Friday, May 07, 2021 Eli Chavez N Gloria Natividad
8:30 AM  Fr. Thai Fr. Thai Le & Family Patricia Cisneros John Ng
Saturday, May 08, 2021 Leah Grace Cisneros O Rosaleen Ocampo
Sunday, May 09, 2021 Roman Covarrubias Maria Ortega
Daniel V. Anayat Peter Phant Thomas Millert Rosalba Covarrubias P Arcadio Pablo
8:00 AM  Fr. Andrew Mary Cerda & Lydia Hernandezf Catalina Cruz Manuel Pacheco Jr.
Mary Louise Cruz Fernando Parra
9.15AM  Fr. Thai Roberto Natividadf Victoria Ann Rincont D Imelda De La Cruz Ernestina Placencio
Edward I. Souzaf Patrick Yiuf Julio Diaz R Cheryl Ann Reynoso
10:30 AM  Fr. Thai Maria Patrocinio Raigozat Rafael Garcia Sr.f Elena Jesus M. Dulay Ryan Reynoso
Jao: Healing, Minoy Lee: Thanksgiving Do Duong Salvador Reynoso
Did You Know? E Jan Edwards Laura Rico
F Donna Finochio Armando Rivera
“United Together in Prayer" Louis Finochio Familia Rodriguez-Flores
Familia Flores S Mason Saldafia
We ask you, as the People of God, to unite in a special Dan.lel, Fuentes' Famﬂ%a Sanchez-Flores
prayer for victims of child sexual abuse. G ChrlSt.me Ga.rc1a Franasc? Sanchez
Claudia Godinez Dylan Silva
“A Prayer for Healing Victims of Abuse” Daniel Gonzalez Nicole Smith
Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, heal your people’s wounds H Lonna Hernandez Lilian Smitter
and transform brokenness into wholeness. Grant us the Guillermo Herrera Connie Sotelo
courage and wisdom, humility and grace, to act with jus- J Maria Ivy Lynn Jimenez Angie Stockwell
tice. Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors. Grant Raymond Jimenez T Mike Teong
that all harmed by abuse may find peace and justice. We ask Gary Jones V Romeo Villafranca
this through Christ, our Lord. K Erin Kametani Ray & Ofelia Villalobos
Amen. Marie Kronheimer Ricardo & Felicidad Villegas
L Jeff Lamb Therese Huyen-Duong Thi Vu
Collections for 4/25/21 Andrea Leija W Terry Wilson
Envelopes Loose Total Pray forhe Dead
< 4
Sunday Masses $1,626.00 $669.00 $2,295.00 G D)
By Mail and Online  $2,190.00 $2,190.00 or. ONeill Bertha Moreno
Building Fund ~ $1,047.00 $1,047.00 Mariano Aoanan Jorge Mario Roldan
_ _ Ed Cordova Edward 1. Souza
Special Projects $12.00 $12.00 .,
Joe Corona Angelia Q)ierre
School Support $52.00 $52.00 Norma 8orc[an Heresita Yi
$4,927.00 $669.00 $5,596.00 %ﬁen Su_arez Sr, Seanne Yllﬂal”




