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t. Thomas More
Catholic Church

2510 So. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803
(626) 284-8333
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PARISH OFFICE (RECTORY) HOURS

Monday-Friday 8 AM to 5 PM

Saturday Closed

Sunday Closed
PASTOR

Father Thai Le
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordina  ry Time—-August 8, 2021

PARISH STAFF WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Office: (626) 284-8333 Fax: (626) 282-4459 Confessions
Pastor: Fr. Thai Le First and Third Saturdays, or by appointment
(ext. 110) frthaile@yahoo.com Meet by the Rectory’s garage
Deacon Couple: Rogelio and Emilia Garcia Masses
rogelio.emilia@hotmail.com (626) 705-1072 . Tue-Fri 8:30 am Sat 5:00 pm
Safeguard the Children Contact: Gabriella Ramos . Sunday 8:00 am & 9:15 am in English

(ext. 139) or (626) 457-5302 stmdrealhambra(@gmail.com . .
« Sunday 10:30 am in Spanish

Director of Catechetical Sunday School : Gabriella Ramos

(ext. 139) or (626) 457-5302 stmdrealhambra(@gmail.com UPCOMING EVENTS & SPECIAL SERVICES

Liturgy & Music Coordinator: Sr. Andrea Johnson . . . 4.

(ext. ?3}77) stmmusiclit@gmail.com Safegu ard the Ch]ldren—Fmgerprmtmg
. ) Friday August 20, 2021, from 12 pm — 6:59 pm.

Accounting Manager: Lucy Lai

(ext. 141) acct_stm(@yahoo.com RCIA Program Information

Youth Ministry & Confirmation Coordinator: Francisco Ramos Sunday, August 22 after masses & Thursday, August 26, 5-7PM

stmlifeteenymc(@gmail.com Faith Formation Registratlon

Parish Secretary: Lucia Alcantar August 15th and 29th after all masses

(ext. 112) stm_secretary@live.com

COVID-19 INFORMATION & NOTICE

SCHOOL STAFF COVID-19 remains a highly contagious and life-threatening disease. Fol-

lowing state, local, and Archdiocese guidelines, this parish no longer re-

School Office: (626) 284-5778 Fax: (626) 284-3303

quires social distancing or facemasks for guests who are fully vaccinated.

Due to the spread of the Delta Variant of COVID-19, Los Angeles
Secretary: Mary Helen Lazo, (ext. 129) guidelines encourage everyone continue wearing masks and social

Principal: Norma Gibson (ext. 128)

School Website: www.stmcsa.org distance while indoors.

School Email: ngibson@stmfalcons.net Please check our website for up-to-date information.




Nineteenth Sunday in OrdinaryTime
CALLED TO RENEW UPDATE AND PROJECTS

Words cannot express the depth of my gratitude to par-
ticipating St. Thomas More Catholic parishioners and
donors for your contributions to the “Called to Re-
new” (CTR) campaign, which started in January 2019
and will continue through 2024. Below are the results
that show your ongoingly generous contribution and
dedication to this campaign:
Parish Goal: $400,000
Total Pledged: $453,098
Total Paid: $196,073
Balance: $263,350
Because of your generous donations along with the
Archdiocese’s grants, our parish has built two new
handicap ramps, sealed, painted the parking lots, and
painted the parish hall and garage exteriors, the Church
(building) — exterior facades, doors, windows, and
interior finishes, O’Neill residence, and O’Neill Center
flooring, office door, and interior painting are working.
The remainder of the Parish Hall — electrical rewiring,
doors, windows, floor, and kitchen — will proceed
when we have collected sufficient funds from Called to
Renew.
Please continue to make payments as you have commit-
ted to this campaign.
God bless!

Fr. Thai

RCIA

The RCIA is a process of learning and growing for
adults. You will take the initiative to be received into
the Catholic Church and accept the Sacraments of Bap-
tism, Confirmation, and Eucharist on the Easter Vigil
Mass on Saturday, April 16, 2022. During the weekly
session, Fr. Thai will help you through the process. If
you are interested in this journey, please contact Gabby
or email: strndreaiharnbra(@gmaﬂ.com. Information for
RCIA is on Sunday, August 22 after Masses or
Thursday, August 26 (5-7 pm) in the tent.

Fr. Thai

August 8, 2021

SPECIAL APPEALWEEKEND
August 21-22

In June 2013, at the request of His Grace, Archbishop Robert Rivas, OP, two
Nigeria Dominican Priests were sent to Saint Lucia, West Indies, to take over the
Parish of the Good Shepherd Babonneau and establish a community. The Good
Shepherd parish has its recorded history going back to 1940.
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Babonneau is predominately a farming community; along with the surrounding

areas is populated by about 10,000 people, most of whom are Catholics. There are

two Catholic Primary Schools under the parish care with two outstations for

weekends Masses.

Read the entire appeal letter on our website at:
stmcatholicalhambra.org

Mission website: missionsla.org/2372-2/

SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN
Fingerprinting

The Archdiocese Fingerprinting team will come to our
parish on Friday August 20, 2021, from 12 pm —
6:59 pm. To sign up for an appointment please call
the parish office or Gabby for more information.

Youth Confirmation Program

Welcome St. Thomas More Families and visitors: We
are pleased to announce Registration Time! All high
school age teens are welcomed. Applications will be
available Saturday 7/31 after our 5:00pm Vigil Mass
and Sunday 8/1 after all masses (8:00am, 9:15am, and
10:30am) at the entrance of the church.
We hope to see you here!!
Blessings,
STM’s Youth Ministry

FAITH FORMATION

Do you have children in Grades 1-Junior high? Interested in
First Communion preparation or on-going Faith Formation
classes? For more information schedule an appointment to
register with Miss Gabby at stmdrealhambra@gmail.com

Walk up registrations will be held under the white tent:
August 1°, 15®, and 29 after all weekend masses.
Bring copy of baptismal certificate and $25 deposit.

The registration form can be found on the parish website
under the FAITH FORMATION tab.
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Hello!

You may agree with me that two important places in your home are the kitchen and dining
table. They are there for purposes: to prepare and serve food for the family members. These
places also connect us to other folks, like extended family, friends, and other guests. Even
more, those places nourish our physical bodies. Generally, we cannot avoid such places.
However, if they're not managed well, these places can also cause us harm and inflict illness-
es later!

Another nourishment is for our souls in the form of spiritual sustenance, which God has prepared for us. In
today's first reading, the First Book of Kings depicts the image of Elijah walking through the desert. He is
struggling to deal with his brokenness, sins, and his past. He is contemplating giving up his will and power, for
he is weak and waiting to die. Facing the most profound anguish and loneliness, Elijah surrenders to God's

voice. Then, God saves Elijah with Bread from heaven; he regains his strength and continues his journey.

The notion of Bread for life is illustrated in today's gospel when Jesus says, "I am the bread of life." Jesus
points to himself as the Bread that was sent to the world by His Father in heaven. Thus, his body and blood
feed our soul for life and eternal life.

Jesus walked on earth and died physically. Jesus did not save our physical death, for he died like everyone else.
Nonetheless, Jesus died on the cross to save our souls from death—meaning a separation from God. Thus,
eternal life is not a far-fetched fantasy but a growing reality in a practical manner for active believers. Every
Eucharistic Celebration is the feast that Jesus invites us to participate in the life of the Church. Jesus offers sac-
rifice, mercy, and love in the form of Bread and Wine that nourish our souls and bring us closer to him and the
family of God. What will we miss if we choose not to be fed by His Bread of Life but something else?

Like Elijah, as mentioned in today's first reading, sometimes we feel that we have no strength, energy, and
courage to continue experiencing hurts, disappointments, or injustice. Alternatively, we could feel highly fa-
tigued due to daily responsibilities, illness, unexpected medical reports, separation, financial hardship, and so
forth. Then we could say to ourselves: "I cannot take it anymore; I want to give up." We will remember Eli-
jah, who faced even worse. Nevertheless, the difference he knows whom to turn to. He surrenders God's
strength and guidance in a time of turmoil and confusion. That nourishment is still offering for us in the Eucha-

rist.

You probably have many important places in mind, such as home, working space, school, and others, but
there is an important place that needs to include in your plan—the Church building—the place to worship
God. This needs to be your priority. At Mass, we listen to the Word of God and receive Jesus Body in the Eu-
charist; it is the beginning of your day and journey. You leave the Church with a spirit of refreshment because
you've been fed with His power, love, and wisdom. God resides within our souls throughout the week. We
carry Jesus to all the places and through all circumstances. Reply on his strength for the daily journey for what-

ever event you may encounter in life.

No one can live without food and water; it is true with the Bread from Heaven. They both are vital for hu-
mans' life. Like an airplane with two wings for flight and balance, our lives need physical and spiritual food to
sustain life's journey, especially when we cannot explain the outcomes with our logic. It would help if you
treasured his presence in the Eucharist, and being willing to receive him will be healing power and restoration
for the journey.

God bless!
Fr. Thai Le
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iHola!

Quizas est¢ de acuerdo conmigo en que dos lugares importantes de su hogar son la cocina y la mesa del come-
dor. Estan ahi para propositos: preparar y servir comida para los miembros de la familia. Estos lugares también
nos conectan con otras personas, como familiares, amigos y otros hué¢spedes. Mas atn, esos lugares nutren nues-
tro cuerpo fisico. Generalmente, no podemos evitar esos lugares. Sin embargo, si no se manejan bien, jestos

lugares tambien pueden causarnos dafio e infligir enfermedades mas adelante!

Otro alimento es para nuestras almas en forma de sustento espiritual, que Dios ha preparado para nosotros. En
la primera lectura de hoy, el Primer Libro de los Reyes muestra la imagen de Elias caminando por el desierto.
Esta luchando para lidiar con su quebrantamiento, sus pecados y su pasado. Esta contemplando renunciar a su
voluntad y poder, porque es debil y esta esperando morir. Ante la mas profunda angustia y soledad, Elias se rin-
de a la voz de Dios. Entonces, Dios salva a Elias con Pan del cielo; recupera sus fuerzas y continta su viaje.

La nocion de Pan para la vida se ilustra en el evangelio de hoy cuando Jesus dice: "Yo soy el pan de vida". Jesus
se sefiala a st mismo como el Pan que fue enviado al mundo por Su Padre celestial. Por lo tanto, su cuerpo y su
sangre alimentan nuestra alma para la vida y la vida eterna.

Jestis camino sobre la tierra y murio fisicamente. Jests no salvo nuestra muerte fisica, porque murio como todos
los demas. No obstante, Jesiis muri6 en la cruz para salvar nuestras almas de la muerte, es decir, una separacion
de Dios. Por lo tanto, la vida eterna no es una fantasia descabellada, sino una realidad creciente de una manera
practica para los creyentes activos. Cada Celebracion Eucaristica es la fiesta a la que Jests nos invita a participar
en la vida de la Iglesia. Jests ofrece sacrificio, misericordia y amor en forma de Pan y Vino que alimentan nues-
tras almas y nos acercan a ¢l y a la familia de Dios. ;Qué nos perderemos si elegimos no ser alimentados con Su
Pan de Vida sino con algo mas?

Como Elias, como se menciono en la primera lectura de hoy, a veces sentimos que no tenemos la fuerza, la
energia y el valor para seguir sufriendo heridas, desilusiones o injusticias. Alternativamente, podriamos sentirnos
muy fatigados debido a las responsabilidades diarias, enfermedades, informes medicos inesperados, separacion,
dificultades financieras, etc. Entonces podriamos decirnos a nosotros mismos: "No puedo soportarlo mas, quie-
ro rendirme". Recordaremos a Elias, quien enfrento cosas atin peores. Sin embargo, la diferencia sabe a quien
acudir. Entrega la fuerza y la guia de Dios en un momento de agitacion y confusion. Ese alimento todavia se nos
ofrece en la Eucaristia.

Probablemente tenga muchos lugares importantes en mente, como el hogar, el lugar de trabajo, la escuela y
otros, pero hay un lugar importante que debe incluir en su plan: el edificio de la Iglesia, el lugar para adorar a
Dios. Esta debe ser tu prioridad. En la Misa escuchamos la Palabra de Dios y recibimos el Cuerpo de Jesus en la
Eucaristia; es el comienzo de su dia y viaje. Dejas la Iglesia con un espiritu refrescante porque has sido alimenta-
do con Su poder, amor y sabiduria. Dios reside dentro de nuestras almas durante toda la semana. Llevamos a
Jests a todos los lugares y a todas las circunstancias. Responda sobre su fuerza para el viaje diario de cualquier
evento que pueda encontrar en la vida.

Nadie puede vivir sin comida ni agua; es cierto con el Pan del Cielo. Ambos son vitales para la vida de los huma-
nos. Como un avion con dos alas para el vuelo y el equilibrio, nuestras vidas necesitan alimento fisico y espiritual
para sostener el viaje de la vida, especialmente cuando no podemos explicar los resultados con nuestra logica.
Seria 1til si atesoraras su presencia en la Eucaristia, y estar dispuesto a recibirlo sera un poder sanador y restaura-
dor para el viaje.

iDios los bendiga!
P. Thai Le
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Mass Schedule and Intentions Please Pray for the Sick
Saturday, August 07,2021 A Mary Louise Aluzzi M Henrietta Martinez
5:00 PM Fr. Thai Parishioners of STM
Sunday, August 08, 2021 Elias Alvarez Maria Martinez
8:00 AMT.B.A. Patrick Yiut Peter Sinh Nguyent Kelly Artozgui Edgardo Merin
9:15 AM Fr. Thai Teresa Vicky Phant Viviana Nguyent leth 1 ) ) |
10:30 AM Fr. Thai Rafael Garcia Sr.¥ Smn Nguyent B Aletha Bailey Ariana Alonso Morales
Monday, August 09, 2021 Paul Beers Barbara Moreno
Tuesday, August 10, 2021 C Rita Campanella Betty Murray
8:30 AM Fr. Thai Helio & Danny Altamirano¥
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 Ceres Family N Gloria Natividad
8:30 AM Fr. Thai Parishioners of STM Roman Covarrubias John Ng
Thursday, August 12, 2021
8:30 AM Fr. Thai Dr. Erlinda Koot D Imelda De La Cruz O Rosaleen Ocampo
Friday, August 13,2021 E Jan Edwards Maria Ortega
8:30 AM Fr. Thai Shu Mei My Wuf
e ey F Familia Flores P Manuel Pacheco Jr.
Saturday, August 14, 2021
P ’ G Christine Garcia Fernando Parra
5:00 PM Fr. Thai Jgnny Yiu: Elrt;’da}  Bihd
corglana Au Yeung: birthday Claudia Godinez R Mina Renteria
Sunday, August 15, 2021
8.00 AM Fr. Leo Orte- Teresa Vicky Phant Helio & Danny Altamiranot H Lonna Hernandez Cheryl Ann Reynoso
ga Peter Sinh Nguyenf Gullermo Herrera Ryan Reynoso
9:15 AM Fr. Thai Patrick Yiuf Michael Sunt ) ) )
10:30 AM Fr. Thai Rafacl Garcia Sr.f J Maria Ivy Lynn Jimenez Armando Rivera
Raymond Jimenez S Ruben Santana
St. Thomas More School _ ,
Gary Jones Nicole Smith
Preschool—8th Grade Enrollment
K Erin Kametani Lilian Smitter
= Quality Education with Updated Curriculum
= Affordable Tuition and Sibling Discounts Sister Marie Kronheimer Connie Sotelo
= In-Person Learning with great Student : Teacher Ratio L Jeff Lamb Angie Stockwell
For information and registration, visit our website:
stmcatholicalhambra.org Chuy Lara Mary Stone
. . . . Anna Lovoy V Romeo Villafranca
Affordable Catholic Education & Tuition Assistance
Catholic school students are now back in the classroom! The Catholic | M Ruben Magsmo Ray & Ofelia Villalobos
Education Foundation of Los Angeles has received a $50 million gift to Evelyn Manza W Terry Wilson
provide financial support to new grade-school students enrolling in an
Archdiocesan school in Los Angeles, Ventura, and Santa Barbara coun- Pra f()r the Dead
ties. Families interested in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles Catholic
schools are encouraged to visit lacatholicschools.org or call (213) 637-
7070 for more information and access to financial assistance.
Collections for 8/1/21
Envelopes Loose Total
Sunday Masses  $3,489.00  $626.00 $4,115.00 Mariano Apanan then 8““‘”‘35 Sr.
By Mail and Online $585.00 $585.00 ®i Chaves Yorge Mario Roldan
Building Fund $516.00 $516.00 g g g d
Special Projects $20.00 $20.00 ©d Cordova Cdward 1. Souza
Air Conditioning $38.00 $38.00 YJoe Corona Angelia Q)ierre
Altar Societ $180.00 $180.00 . . .
Y Yose qujs (sarcia Oeresita Yu
School Support $28.00 $28.00
$4,856.00  $626.00 $5,482.00 (Norma Jordan Yeanne Yiigar




