OF THE LO

“For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you
who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you

will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a

manger.” - Lk 2:11-12

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mas 01, 1888, 1970 CCD.

WEEKEND MASSES WEEKDAY MASSES
Saturday Mass: Tuesday: 5:30pm, Church
5:30pm Wednesday & Thursday: 7:00am, Church
Sunday Masses: Friday: 9:00am, Livestreamed on Facebook

7:30am, 10:00am, 6:00pm
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SUNDAY,
DEC. 27, 2020

PARISH STAFF
Fr. Donald Hertges, Pastor

Nick Francois, Deacon

Steve Haluska, Principal
Bonnie Breja, Business Manager,

Development Director
Tyler Wheeler, Pastoral Associate
Karie Valkosky, Parish Secretary,

Director of Religious Education

CONTACT US
PHONE: 563-382-9631

Email: stbenedict@stbenedictcc.com

Find us on FaceBook:
www.facebook.com/StBenedictCCDecorah/

Catholic Charities Counseling:
563-382-1231
Immigration (Cedar Rapids):
319-364-7121

Cemetery Website:
www.cp.stbenedictcc.com

ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL
563-382-4668
www.st-ben.pvt.k12.ia.us
www.facebook.com/Decorah-St-Benedict-
School-171904236173069/

BULLETIN INFORMATION

Deadline, Wednesdays, 8:00am
Email info to Karie:
dbq049sec2@dbgarch.org

RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 4:30-5:00pm, Confessional
Sunday: 9:00-9:30am and
5:00-5:30pm, Confessional

Other times, by appointment

307 W MAIN STREET, DECORAH, IA 52101 | PHONE: 563-382-9631 | FAX: 563-382-6436 | WWW.STBENEDICTCC.COM




PARISH COMMUNICATION

BAPTISM

For Baptism preparation program and arrangements, call
the Parish Office, 563-382-9631.

MARRIAGE

For Preparation programs and arrangements, call the
office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Ed

Grades 1-8, Family Catechesis, Home

Confirmation

Grades 9-11, varying Wednesdays, 7:00pm, Classroom

RCIA

Inquiry into the Catholic Faith
For information, call the office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

If you are new to the parish or if you are moving,
please call the Parish Office, 563-382-9631.

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS

Catholic Daughters-Sandy Bohr
Knights of Columbus-Tom Hartman

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS MASS
In order to help us celebrate as safely as possible, Father
Hertges will be offering five Christmas Masses. To help you
make your decision about attending Mass in person, we
want to pass along as much information as possible. As of
noon on Dec. 18th, our numbers signed up are as follows...

Christmas Eve
4:00pm-27
6:00pm-43
10:00pm-8

Christmas Day
8:00am-15
6:00pm-22

We know more will be calling in next week and there will,
of course, be some walk ins, but Bonnie will send final
numbers via email when the office closes December 23rd.

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER HERTGES

With this bulletin article, | would like to wish everyone a MERRY
CHRISTMAS and JOYOUS CHRISTMAS SEASON!!! No doubt family
gatherings/celebrations will look quite a bit different this year due to
obvious circumstances pertaining directly and indirectly to the
pandemic, but please recall that even when Jesus Christ was born, over
two thousand years ago, the actual first Christmas occurred in rather
adverse circumstances for the Holy Family and was far from “perfect.”
Yet God sent His only Son into the world anyway; and the small group of
humble individuals who were present for the Nativity of the Lord were
definitely not powerful, influential people that had status to flaunt or an
agenda to satisfy, but were indeed filled with great joy at the birth of
Jesus. We would do well to imitate what we hear in the Scriptures of this
truly and only unprecedented event in human history.

This year has held many reminders and spiritual lessons for the whole
world in just how much we truly need a Savior. Every Advent and
Christmas we are gently invited to meditate upon what the real
meaning of Christmas is about, that is so far removed from the shallow
and overly sentimental caricature that our secular, consumeristic culture
has tried over many years to impose upon this holy time of year. So
Merry Christmas once again, and please make every effort to be
genuinely joyful, as throughout the centuries we see that in especially
dark times, the Church has been a bright beacon of hope, joy, truth,
beauty and goodness. This is manifested in particular through the
witness of her members otherwise known as the Body of Christ. Let us
also not forget to pray for and keep in our thoughts all the many
individuals in hospitals, nursing homes and other care facilities whose
lives have been very isolated since the pandemic really started to
manifest its infectious presence earlier this year. My Christmas greetings
expressed earlier in this week’s “spiel” are directed in particular to those
ill at home and/or do not feel safe venturing far from home. Jesus came
into the world especially for you!

Having stated all of that, | also wish to remind everyone that Christmas is
not over on December 26th, but rather the Christmas Season begins on
December 24th and this year lasts until Sunday January 10th, which is
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Please take note too that there will
be NO daily Masses from Dec. 28th until Thursday, Dec.31st and Friday,
Jan.1st in honor of the Solemnity of Mary. The St. Benedict Parish office
will be closed all of this week and until Monday Jan. 4th.

Finally, I must conclude this week’s bulletin column by expressing a
heartfelt, genuinely grateful THANK-YOU for ALL of the beautiful,
meaningful Christmas cards complemented by assorted beverages,
baked goodies, gift cards, money, and other thoughtful gifts. May the
Lord richly bless and reward your generosity, love, appreciation and all-
around support you have expressed towards me as your pastor! This has
consistently been the case since | began this assignment in July of 2018
and has continued in earnest all throughout these past two years. In
short, even during a pandemic and completely “nutso” year as 2020 has
shaped up to be, there is no other place | would have rather been than
Decorah and surrounding area! Have a great week and early Happy
2021111




PARISH COMMUNICATION

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24| CHRISTMAS EVE
4:000m  Mass, Church: Gus & Armella Zweibohmer
6:00pm  Mass, Church: Matthew Niess

10:00pm Mass, Church: The People

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25| CHRISTMAS DAY

8:00am  Mass, Church: Kathleen Timp and Elberta
Huinker

6:00pm  Mass, Church: Ron Numedahl, and the Rudy &
Germaine Holthaus and Raymond & Magdalen Numedahl
Families

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
5:30pm  Mass, Church: The Klocke & Mlsna Families

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27

7:30am Mass, Church: Conrad & Ruth Huber
10:00am Mass, Church: The People

6:00pm  Mass, Church: Margaret Roberts

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28

8:00am-8:00pm  Adoration, Church
8:00pm Benediction

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
No Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
No Mass

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31
5:30pm  Vigil Mass, Church: John Magner

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1|MARY MOTHER OF GOD

9:00am  Mass, Church: Lance Maly
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
5:30pm  Mass, Church: Dr. Ignatus Greene

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 |EPIPHANY
7:30am Mass, Church: Jerome Einck
10:00am  Mass, Church: The People

6:00pm  Mass, Church: Eugene Leuenberger

PARISH NEWS

NO RELIGIOUS ED OR CONFIRMATION

There will be no RE or 10th grade Confirmation lessons on Dec. 23rd or
30th. We will begin again on January 2nd. Merry Christmas!!!

MEALS ON WHEELS NEEDS YOU

Thank you to all who have volunteered to deliver Meals on Wheels!!!
We still have five weeks that our parish needs to cover: Feb. 8-12, Feb.
15-19, March 1-5, March 8-12, and March 15-19. Please sign up in the

Gathering Space or call the office if you can help.

COMMUNITY BENEFIT CONCERT ON YOUTUBE
Dec. 23rd, 7:00pm —available until Dec. 31st. Posting to Youtube
tinyurl.com/DecorahBurningBright

SPECIAL ELECTRONIC GIVING OPPORTUNITY
An annual financial gift to the parish at Christmas is deeply personal
and prayerful. To provide another way to give and make it easier for
parishioners who wish to offer a Christmas gift to our parish, the
Archdiocese of Dubuque has set up a special page on its website to
give your Christmas gift via credit or debit card. Your gift will be given
directly to our parish without any administrative or credit card fees.
So, 100% of your gift comes to us, designated as your
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE PARISH.
Go to www.dbgarch.org/parishChristmas to make a one-time gift.
The site will remain open through Epiphany, January 3, 2021.
Thank you for considering a Christmas gift to our parish this year.

HOLIDAY OFFICE SCHEDULE

The office will be closed from
noon on Dec. 23rd-January 4, 2021.

NEW MEMBERS

Eric & Sarah, Graham, Lauren and Audie Elsbernd
We welcome you to our Parish Family!!!

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED AND THEIR FAMILIES
Jeanne Mertzenich, mother of Claude Mertzenich
and
Judy Muhlbauer, mother of Todd Muhlbauer




Dani€l, PAt & RAY DIBW.....ccireeieiiiireeiieeie ettt sttt sttt st e b e s b stbeb e s st sen st ebesene s by Betty Drew

ChriSTOPNET C. DONN...utiiciiietiie ettt sttt st et sttt et e b e eae st ese s e be s sseebenens by Ron & Shirley Donn
TEEEEN COUIMNEY ...utitiiuieiiecieite ettt eettetesst e sae e ste e e et e eesaesbeneessesbeese e e eesansessenneesaesseassans by Louie & Pat Courtney
Norman Bohr and the Bohr & Wagner Famili@s..........coveeeeeereieeenecre s by Sandy Bohr
LGN 01V 2] o U RTTR RS by The Luke Bohr Family
Deceased Members of the Reichelt & Klein Families..........ccccoevvivececeennns by Lee Reichelt & Julie Klein
Our Daughter, Karen Ockenfels.........cccoveveeieireieseeeerirecesesetre e e by Norbert & lone Neuzil
Merrill & Helen Baker and Frank Haluska..........ccccooecueineeenciee e by Steve & Kim Haluska
TOM & DOIY LYNCR ..ottt et st s st eeaseeaesessese s eneetesennnnns by The Lynch Family
Jonathan Lukes & Jennifer Lukes MUIPNY.......ccccvvieeieceieceeece et by Jim & Linda Lukes

DaAle SCRIULET ...ttt s s e s s ea s eraere s by The Karen Schluter Family
Al Kloppenborg and Richard DaVis.........ccoecuiiuiiieieieiieiiieiereneessessessessessessesseesesnsesesneas by Steve & Patti Davis
Raymond & Christine Lukes and Adolph & Mary Barloon............ccccueuns by Linus & Marguerite Barloon
Kathleen Timp & Elberta HUINKET ........ccoiieii i ev e en e by Andre Timp
Lester Sorenson and Nicholas SOrENSON.......ccucveririeeieeeireee ettt se e st eaaeeees by Gerry Sorenson
=Y V] o o USRS by Ruth Stortz & Family
John Valkosky, Morris & Fern Dalen, and Leonard & Margaret Roberts........... by Greg & Karie Valkosky
The Stone, Melendy & Pacholski FAmilies..........coueeveeeiieiiniee e by Karen Melendy
BEA AMUNUSON.....uiuiitiitiecte ettt ete st est et eseete e aes et esseseseesesesse st sessessesessesestenensesarseseseensnnes by Joan Amundson
Hugo & Mary Kleve Family and Anton & Mary Bohr Family................ by Norbert & Diane Bohr & Family
TEEEZEN COUINEY ..ueiieeeieeieeeeieetesiestestesaessesaessesaesaesaesaesaesaesassesseseaseessseessessessessensensann by Sheil & Patti Courtney
Jerry & Jayme NEUDAUET ........cci ittt ettt e e e e e e e enaenes by The Neubauer Family
George & Margie HUMPAl.....ooooiiieieieiceisestee ettt st sttt st st st st saesnnaenaenaennes by Mary Ann Humpal
Daniel & Alice See and David M. GraNt........ccoeevevereseseeieseeeevaeraesseeseseess s essessesne s by Jim & Cindy See
KAren OCKENTEIS.......ieeeieeeeeieeeet ettt et et ea e e s n s eneeae s naaesaanens by Loren & Bonnie Neuzil
The Robert & Irene Drew Families and The Arthur & Agnes Schmitt Families........... by Cal & Terri Drew
OUE PATBNTS .. euiitieeie et sttt sttt ee et s e aeseseaeste e sens e e sseassesasseteseesessessesasestensnsesenes by Garry & Cathy Elliott
JUli@ ANN ChFISTENSEN......eicveiictee ettt sttt st et e er et saens by Steve & Vera Christensen

Francis Wenthold, Elberta Huinker & Kathleen Huinker Timp..................oy Wayne & Roxanne Huinker

James & Mary Henry, Noel, Joe, KeVin & JONN HENIY ..ottt et se s sn e s e

......... by the families of Sue & Bill Gerard, Marian Henry, Martha & Larry Martinson and Donna Henry

Thomas & Karen Fenelon and Family and Dr. Charles & Kristine Kinder and Family...by Jacque Fenelon
Slouvers also given by

Tim & Elaine Felton, John & Karen Kerndt, Jeanne Lechtenberg, and Rick & Betsy Hadley




FAITH FORMATION

ST. BENEDICT SCHOOL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS
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Got questions about insurance (life, long-term care, disability income)
and/or retirement annuities? Contact our Council’s KofC insurance field
agent, Wally Witt:563-419-0400 or walter.witt@kofc.org.

Visit DecorahKnights.cf for information about local Council activities
and more. State KofC information at iowakofc.org. National and inter-
national KofC information at kofc.org .

Feel free to contact Grand Knight Tom Hartman
(563.379.1093; hartmant81@gmail.com) if you have questions about

the Council and Council activities.

OUR FAITH SCHOOL TUITION ORGANIZATION

ONLY A FEW DAYS REMAIN!

There is still just enough time to make an online gift the Our Faith
STO in 2020, but hurry! Funds contributed in 2020 will provide
need-based assistance to families to attend a Catholic School in the
Archdiocese of Dubuque during the 2021-22 school year. But we
need your help to reach our goal. All gifts will reduce your lowa In-
come Tax by 65% of your gift, regardless of the size of the gift. And all
gifts qualify as a charitable contribution for federal income taxes.
When the clock strikes midnight on December 31, this opportunity
for tax year 2020 will be gone. Please visit www.ourfaithsto.org or
call the Archdiocese of Dubuque at 800-876-3546 ext. 219 to learn
more or have questions about this fantastic program. .

CHILDREN’S VIDEO RESOURCES — CHRISTMAS!

Help your child learn about Christmas with the help of the cartoon
Brother Francis. Search “Brother Francis Christmas” on Formed. org

During Advent, Mrs. Galligan’s 5th graders have been
learning about the many names of Jesus found

If you haven't created an accounted on Formed yet, it's all free!

throughout the Bible. In addition to listening to these e Go to https://formed.org/ and click the "Sign In" button in the
names in contemporary Christian songs and finding them top right corner.
in various Bible verses, students created ornaments and e Search 52101 or Decorah, IA. St. Benedict Catholic Church should
wreaths with some of their favorite names, show up.
including Wonderful Counselor, the Lamb, e Click onit, then put in your email and a password of your choos-
and Prince of Peace. ing.

That's it! You'll be signed in each time you go back.




