SAINT JOHN NEUMANN PARISH
708 Milford Rd (Rte 101A), M errimack, NH 03054—SJNNH.ORG

15th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
July 12, 2020
Q. Why is the Church called "Catholic"? [See
answer below.]
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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM
Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM
Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM
Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM
Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

HOLY HOUR
When [Jesus] returned he found [Peter, James and John] asleep. He said
to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one
hour? Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak." —Mk 13:37-38

The excerpt below is from Abp. Fulton J. Sheen's (d. 1979)
autobiography, Treasure in Clay. He explains the
importance—actually, the necessity—of devoting time to
pray before the Blessed Sacrament. The cause for Abp.
Sheen's canonization was opened in 2002. In 2012 Pope
Benedict XVI approved the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints' decree which recognized Abp. Sheen's "life of heroic
virtue"—a major step towards beatification—and bestowed
on him the title "Venerable".

CONFESSION
Sunday .................................... 11:15 AM - 1:00 PM
And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM
Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.
MARRIAGE
Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage
Prep.
VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

LIFE Magazine Photo: Mass celebrated in front of the ruins of St
Agustin (Manila, Philippines), the city's oldest church, in 1945.

THE purpose of the HOLY HOUR is to encourage deep
personal encounter with Christ. The holy and glorious God
is constantly inviting us to come to Him, to hold converse
with Him, to ask for such things as we need and to
experience what a blessing there is in fellowship with Him.
When we are first ordained it is easy to give self entirely to
Christ, for the Lord fills us then with sweetness, just as a mother gives candy to her
baby to encourage her child to take the first
step. This exhilaration, however, does not
last long; we quickly learn the cost of

disciple ship, which means leaving nets and boats and
counting tables. The honeymoon soon ends, and so does
our self-importance at first hearing the stirring title of
"Father."
Sensitive love or human love declines with time, but
divine love does not. The first is concerned with the body
which becomes less and less responsive to stimulation, but
in the order of grace, the responsiveness of the divine to
tiny, human acts of love intensifies.
Neither theological knowledge nor social action alone
is enough to keep us in love with Christ unless both are
preceded by a personal encounter with him. When Moses
saw the burning bush in the desert, it did not feed on any
fuel. The flame, unfed by anything visible, continued to
exist without destroying the wood. So personal dedication
to Christ does not deform any of our natural gifts,
disposition, or character; it just renews without killing. As
the wood becomes fire and the fire endures, so we become
Christ and Christ endures.
I have found that it takes some time to catch fire in
prayer. This has been one of the advantages of the daily
HOUR. It is not so brief as to prevent the soul from
collecting itself and shaking off the multitudinous
distractions of the world. Sitting before the Presence is like
a body exposing itself before the sun to absorb its rays.
Silence in the HOUR is a tête-á-tête with the Lord. In those
moments, one does not so much pour out written prayers,
but listening takes its place. We do not say: "Listen, Lord,
for Thy servant speaks," but "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant
heareth."
I have often sought some way to explain the fact that
we priests are to know Christ, rather than know about
Christ. Many translations of the Bible use the word "know"
to indicate the unity of two-in-one flesh. For example:
"Solomon knew her not," which meant that he had no
carnal relations with her. The Blessed Mother said to the
Angel at the Annunciation: "I know not man." St. Paul urges
husbands to possess their wives in knowledge. The word
"know" here indicates two-in-one flesh. The closeness of
that identity is drawn from the closeness of the mind with
any object it knows. No knife could ever separate my mind
from the idea it has of an apple. The ecstatic union of a
husband and wife described as "knowing" is to be the
foundation of that love by which we priests love Christ.
Intimacy is openness which keeps back no secret and
which reveals the heart open to Christ. Too often friends
are just "two ships that pass in the night." Carnal love,
despite its seeming intimacy, often can become an exchange
of two egotisms. The ego is projected onto the other person
and what is loved is not the other person, but the pleasure
the other person gives. I have noticed throughout my life
that whenever I shrank from the demands that the
encounter made on me, I would become busier and more
concerned with activities. This gave me an excuse for
saying: "I don't have time," as a husband can become so
absorbed in business as to forget the love of his wife.
It is impossible for me to explain how helpful the
HOLY HOUR has been in preserving my vocation.
Scripture gives considerable evidence to prove that a priest
begins to fail his priesthood when he fails in his love of the

Eucharist. Too often it is assumed that Judas fell because he
loved money. Avarice is very rarely the beginning of the
lapse and the fall of the ambassador. The history of the
Church proves there are many with money who stayed in
it. The beginning of the fall of Judas and the end of Judas
both revolved around the Eucharist. The first mention that
Our Lord knew who it was who would betray him is at the
end of the sixth chapter of John, which is the
announcement of the Eucharist. The fall of Judas came the
night Our Lord gave the Eucharist, the night of the Last
Supper.
The Eucharist is so essential to our one-ness with
Christ that as soon as Our Lord announced It in the
Gospel, It began to be the test of the fidelity of His
followers. First, He lost the masses, for it was too hard a
saying and they no longer followed Him. Secondly, He lost
some of His disciples: "They walked with Him no more."
Third, it split His apostolic band, for Judas is here
announced as the betrayer.
So the HOLY HOUR, quite apart from all its positive
spiritual benefits, kept my feet from wandering too far.
Being tethered to a tabernacle, one's rope for finding other
pastures is not so long. That dim tabernacle lamp, however
pale and faint, had some mysterious luminosity to darken
the brightness of "bright lights." The HOLY HOUR became
like an oxygen tank to revive the breath of the Holy Spirit
in the midst of the foul and fetid atmosphere of the world.
Even when it seemed so unprofitable and lacking in
spiritual intimacy, I still had the sensation of being at least
like a dog at the master's door, ready in case he called me.
The HOUR, too, became a magister and teacher, for
although before we love anyone we must have a knowledge
of that person, nevertheless, after we know, it is love that
increases knowledge. Theological insights are gained not
only from the two covers of a treatise, but from two knees
on a prie-dieu before a tabernacle.
Finally, making a HOLY HOUR every day constituted
for me one area of life in which I could preach what I
practiced. I very seldom in my life preached fasting in a
rigorous kind of way, for I always found fasting extremely
difficult; but I could ask others to make the Hour, because I
had made it.

MASS INTENTIONS
Jul 11 (Sat), 5:30 PM
Jul 12 (Sun), 10:00 AM

SJN Parishioners
Samuel Jones (req. by Dunn
Family)

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is
ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions
(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (S t Monica,
d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you
remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS
CONGRATULATIONS! To our new Confirmandi
and First Holy Communicants:
Abby Driessen and Arthur Noury

NOTE: For those who took part in Mr. Perry's Monday
night ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS —"Can You Answer
Your Kids' Questions about the One, Holy, Catholic,
Apostolic Faith?"—, the FULL COURSE NOTES are
available for pick up.

A N N O U N C E M EN T S
— NOTICE —
YOU'RE INVITED!
WHO: SJN Families
WHAT: BIBLE STORY AND CRAFT
WHEN: Tuesdays in July, 10:00 AM
WHERE: Lawn in front of the Church

•

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live/
•

PLEASE NOTE: We now offer a 4:00 PM
Outdoor Mass. This affords the greatest
pandemic precautions for those most at risk.
You can either stay in your car and listen on
FM radio or bring a lawn chair and sit outside.
Holy Communion will be distributed at the
end of Mass.

•

In addition, those most susceptible to the virus
are still dispensed from the obligation to
attend Mass. For them, HOLY
COMMUNION IS AVAILABLE OUTSIDE OF
MASS on request if they wish to receive.
Priests may give HOLY COMMUNION to the
faithful who ask for it even outside Mass [see
Instruction on Eucharistic Worship (Sacred
Congregation of Rites, 25 May 1967)]. The
faithful are asked to receive HOLY
COMMUNION on the hand, not on the
tongue.

•

Fr. Glasgow is available to bring Holy
Communion to those who are homebound or
sick. There are restrictions on hospital
visitations (the hospital pastoral staff must call
for the priest).

Bring a beach towel to sit and craft on. We will
spread out to maintain appropriate distance.
Stories and crafts will be led by SJN Middle and
High Schoolers.

SUNDAY HOLY HOUR
Continues throughout the Summer each Sunday from 7:008:00 PM.

DAY AWAY UPDATE
•

Governor Sununu and his Economic Reopening
Taskforce issued SAFER AT HOME
GUIDELINES FOR REOPENING ADULT
DAY SERVICES (effective June 29, 2020):
https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/
g/files/ehbemt381/files/files/inlinedocuments/guidance-adult-day-services.
pdf

•

At this time, the CDC and Centers for
Medicare/Medicaid Services (CMS)
recommends avoiding large groups until there is
no longer a risk of spreading the virus to the
vulnerable elderly populations that attend these
programs.

•

OUR DAY AWAY PROGRAM IS
THEREFORE ON HIATUS.

•

However, we are offering "VIRTUAL
ACTIVITY SESSIONS" each Thursday. For
information, please contact:

— NOTICE —
•

Due to the Saturday 4:00 PM Mass beginning
this weekend, CONFESSION has been moved
temporarily to Sundays following the 10:00
AM Mass: 11:00 AM-1:00 PM.

•

Those coming for confession are asked to
KEEP SOCIAL DISTANCE in the church.
Since the Confessional is too small a room, a
confessional will be set up in the Sanctuary.

Kathy Hopkins, RN, M.Ed., Director at
dayaway@sjnnh.org

FOR THOSE UNABLE TO ATTEND MASS
•

STAY INFORMED
Parish Website <sjnnh.org>
Parish Facebook page <facebook.com/sjnnh>

Mass continues to be LIVE STREAMED at
10:00 AM Sunday mornings to:

The Catechism (#2183) and the Code of
Canon Law (§1248.2) specially recommend
the faithful take part in the LITURGY OF
THE WORD or engage in prayer for an
appropriate amount of time if participation in

the Celebration of the Eucharist is impossible.
We have posted a family-oriented ORDER OF
SERVICE (LITURGY OF THE WORD) on
our website <sjnnh.org>, together with the
Sunday Readings (accompanied by a
commentary on the readings). (It is much the
same as we asked service members to do
during deployments if they were unable to
attend Mass.)
•

SUNDAY MISSALS are available in the Church
foyer for individuals/families to help follow
along while watching Mass online.

•

Should you have any questions, please
call/email the parish office: pastor@sjnnh,
(603) 880-4689.

PARISH FINANCES
As the suspension of public Mass continues, parish
finances are sharply decreased. Our first
responsibility is to our own family, then extended
family, then charities. Those who have the means
are asked to consider donating to the parish, either
by mail or online. Any and all support is greatly
appreciated!
<https://sjnnh.org/online-donation>

TOGETHER IN FAITH:
DIOCESAN PARISH SUPPORT FUND
Without Sunday Mass parish revenue has
substantially declined. This has created a difficult
situation for some of our parishes. Bishop Libasci
asks the NH faithful to contribute to TOGETHER
IN FAITH: PARISH SUPPORT FUND. Please
consider making a donation for the parishes most
affected. 100% of funds donated will go to
parishes struggling to meet critical needs. YOU
CAN DONATE EITHER ONLINE OR BY
BY CHECK.
153 Ash Street
Manchester, NH 03104
If possible, increase your weekly gift to your own
parish by 10%. If all registered households in the
Diocese contributed just a few dollars a week extra
to their parish for the next 90 days, our parish life
will continue on uninterrupted.

AMAZON SMILE >> AMAZON.COM
Please consider supporting the St John Neumann

Food Pantry whenever you purchase items through
Amazon.com. Go to <https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/02-0370038> and add "Saint John Neumann
Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of every
purchase is then donated to the SJN
FOODPANTRY.

A. By the beginning of the 2nd century AD the term
"CATHOLIC" to describe the Church was in
common usage. The first written account we possess
is from St Ignatius of Antioch's (d. 107, bishop)
farewell letter: "Where the bishop is present, there is
the CATHOLIC Church". The term means
universal, and was/is particularly apt for describing
the mission entrusted to the Church by Jesus Christ.
The Catechism teaches: "The Church is CATHOLIC
because she proclaims the fullness of the faith. She
bears in herself and administers the totality of
salvation. She is sent out to all peoples. She speaks
to all men. She encompasses all times. She is
"missionary of her very nature'" (#868).
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CLAIRE BRYSON
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CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116
KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)
FINANCE COMMITTEE
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
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