SAINT JOHN NEUMANN PARISH
708 Milford Rd (Rte 101A), M errimack, NH 03054—SJNNH.ORG

PASSION [PALM] SUNDAY
March 28, 2021
Fr. Robert Glasgow
Pastor
Chaplain (LTC) USA, Ret.
880-4689 x113, pastor@sjnnh.org
Eileen Buckley
Business Manager / Parish Secretary
880-4689 x110, office@sjnnh.org
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM
Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM
Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM
Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM
Sunday (Labor Day thru Memorial Day) .... 6:00 PM
Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
CONFESSION
Sunday ...................................... 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM
Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.
MARRIAGE
Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.
VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

THE CROSS
As Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whosoever believeth in him may not perish, but may have
life everlasting. —John 3:14

The first excerpt below
is from St Thomas
Aquinas' (d. 1274)
Summa Theologica
[Third Part, Q46]. The
second is from a homily
by St John Chrysostom
(d. 407) on the Gospel
of Mark in which he
contrasts the ignominy
of the Lord's Passion
with the love by which
He willingly suffered
for our salvation.
ARTICLE 1: Whether it
was necessary for Christ
to suffer for the
deliverance of the
human race?
OBJECTION 1. It
would seem that it was
not necessary for Christ
to suffer for the
deliverance of the
human race. For the
human race could not
be delivered except by
God, according to Isaiah
45:21: "Am not I the
Lord, and there is no
God else besides Me? A
just God and a Savior,
there is none besides
Me." But no necessity
can compel God, for
this would be repugnant
to His omnipotence.
Therefore it was not
necessary for Christ to
suffer.

ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
by Duccio (d. 1319)

THE CRUCIFIXION
by Simone Martini (d. 1344)

OBJECTION 2. Further, what is necessary is opposed to
what is voluntary. But Christ suffered of His own will; for
it is written (Isa 53:7): "He was offered because it was His
own will." Therefore it was not necessary for Him to suffer.
OBJECTION 3. Further, as is written (Ps 24:10): "All the
ways of the Lord are mercy and truth." But it does not seem
necessary that He should suffer on the part of the Divine
mercy, which, as it bestows gifts freely, so it appears to
condone debts without satisfaction: nor, again, on the part
of Divine justice, according to which man had deserved
everlasting condemnation. Therefore it does not seem
necessary that Christ should have suffered for man's
deliverance.
OBJECTION 4. Further, the angelic nature is more
excellent than the human, as appears from Dionysius (Div.
Nom. iv). But Christ did not suffer to repair the angelic
nature which had sinned. Therefore, apparently, neither
was it necessary for Him to suffer for the salvation of the
human race.
ON THE CONTRARY, It is written (Jn 3:14): "As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of man
be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him may not
perish, but may have life everlasting."
I ANSWER THAT, As the Philosopher teaches (Metaph.
v), there are several acceptations of the word "necessary." In
one way it means anything which of its nature cannot be
otherwise; and in this way it is evident that it was not
necessary either on the part of God or on the part of man
for Christ to suffer. In another sense a thing may be
necessary from some cause quite apart from itself; and
should this be either an efficient or a moving cause then it
brings about the necessity of compulsion; as, for instance,
when a man cannot get away owing to the violence of
someone else holding him. But if the external factor which
induces necessity be an end, then it will be said to be
necessary from presupposing such end—namely, when
some particular end cannot exist at all, or not conveniently,
except such end be presupposed. It was not necessary, then,
for Christ to suffer from necessity of compulsion, either on
God's part, who ruled that Christ should suffer, or on
Christ's own part, who suffered voluntarily. Yet it was
necessary from necessity of the end proposed; and this can
be accepted in three ways. First of all, on our part, who
have been delivered by His Passion, according to John
(3:14): "The Son of man must be lifted up, that whosoever
believeth in Him may not perish, but may have life
everlasting." Secondly, on Christ's part, who merited the
glory of being exalted, through the lowliness of His
Passion: and to this must be referred Luke 24:26: "Ought
not Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter
into His glory?" Thirdly, on God's part, whose
determination regarding the Passion of Christ, foretold in
the Scriptures and prefigured in the observances of the Old
Testament, had to be fulfilled. And this is what St Luke says
(22:22): "The Son of man indeed goeth, according to that
which is determined"; and (Lk 24:44-46): "These are the
words which I spoke to you while I was yet with you, that
all things must needs be fulfilled which are written in the

law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms
concerning Me: for it is thus written, and thus it behooved
Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead."
REPLY TO OBJECTION 1. This argument is based on the
necessity of compulsion on God's part.
REPLY TO OBJECTION 2. This argument rests on the
necessity of compulsion on the part of the man Christ.
REPLY TO OBJECTION 3. That man should be delivered
by Christ's Passion was in keeping with both His mercy and
His justice. With His justice, because by His Passion Christ
made satisfaction for the sin of the human race; and so man
was set free by Christ's justice: and with His mercy, for
since man of himself could not satisfy for the sin of all
human nature, as was said above (Question 1, Article 2),
God gave him His Son to satisfy for him, according to
Romans 3:24-25: "Being justified freely by His grace,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God
hath proposed to be a propitiation, through faith in His
blood." And this came of more copious mercy than if He
had forgiven sins without satisfaction. Hence it is said (Eph
2:4): "God, who is rich in mercy, for His exceeding charity
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together in Christ."
REPLY TO OBJECTION 4. The sin of the angels was
irreparable; not so the sin of the first man (I, 64, 2).

†
O CROSS most abominable, most execrable! Did
not God rescue the prophets from their dangers?
Did God not save the righteous? Why not him?
What could equal this folly? The coming of danger
upon the prophets and saints did not injure their
honor before God. But what happened to this
incomparable person? By what he said and what he
did he offended all our expectations to the utmost.
He was forever correcting beforehand our
assumptions about him. Even when all these
ignominies were said and done, they could not
prevail, even at that time. The thief who had lived
depraved in such great wickedness, who had spent
his whole life in murders and house breakings,
when these things had been said, only then
confessed him. When he made mention of his
kingdom, the people bewailed him. These things
that were done seemed to testify the contrary in
the eyes of many who knew nothing of the mystery
of God's dispensations. Jesus was weak and of no
ostensible power; nevertheless truth prevailed even
by the contrary evidences.
So hearing all these things, let us arm ourselves
against all temptations to anger and outrage.
Should you perceive in your heart a swelling pride,
seal your breast against it. Set your hopes only
upon the cross. Call to mind the humbling things

that were then taking place. Then you will cast out
as dust all rage by the recollection of the things
that were done to him.
Consider his words. Consider his actions.
Remember that he is Lord and you are his servant.
Remember that he is suffering for you, and for you
individually. You may be suffering only on your
own behalf. He is suffering on behalf of all by
whom he had been crucified. You may be suffering
in thee presence of a few. He suffers in the sight of
the whole city and of the whole people of the
covenant, both of strangers and those of the holy
land, to all of whom he spoke merciful words.
Even his disciples forsook him. This was most
distressing to him. Those who previously paid him
mind suddenly deserted him. Meanwhile his
enemies and foes, having captured him and put
him on a cross, insulted him, reviled him, mocked
him, derided him and scoffed at him. See the Jews
and soldiers rejecting him from below. See how he
was set between two thieves on either side, and
even the thieves insulted and upbraided him.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
*Denotes Holy Week Services
28 Mar, PASSION SUNDAY
*2:00 PM | Youth Passion Play
7:00 PM | Life Teen (High School)
29 Mar, MONDAY of Holy Week
10:00 AM | Confession until 12:00 PM
4:00 PM | Confession until 7:00 PM
7:00 PM | EDGE (Middle School)
30 Mar, TUESDAY of Holy Week
7:00 PM | Scout Troop Meeting
31 Mar, WEDNESDAY of Holy Week
10:00 AM | Faith Sharing
1 Apr, HOLY THURSDAY
*7:00 PM | Mass of the Lord's Supper
2 Apr, GOOD FRIDAY
*7:00 PM | Commemoration of the Lord's Passion
3 Apr, HOLY SATURDAY
*7:30 PM | Easter Vigil
4 Apr, EASTER SUNDAY
8:00 AM | Mass
10:00 AM | Mass - Followed by Easter Egg Hunt
12:00 PM | Outdoor Mass

MASS INTENTIONS
Mar 27 (Sat), 4:00 PM

John Briscoe (req. by Leslie
Sheehan)
Mar 27, 5:30 PM
Jeanne Strouse (req. by Boucher
family); Ginny Early - LIVING
INTENTION (req. by friends)
Mar 28 (Sun), 8:00 AM
SJN Parishioners
Mar 28, 10:00 AM
Daniel Arent & Barbara Feeley
(req. by Karen and CJ Bourn);
Kaylee Pellerin - IN
THANKSGIVING
Mar 29 (Mon), 12:15 PM Claude Long (req. by Dan Long)
Mar 31 (Wed), 12:15 PM Joseph DuBois (req. by Sandra
Towne)
Apr 1 (Thu), 7:00 PM
James J. Caine, DDS (req. by
Margaret & Bill O'Neill)
Apr 3 (Sat), 7:30 PM
Ginny Early - LIVING
INTENTION (req. by friends);
Frank & Mary Kebe (req. by Dan
Long)
Apr 4 (Sun), 8:00 AM
Eugene Mooney & Al Porcaro
(req. by family)
Apr 4, 10:00 AM
Sandra Marquis (req. by Paulette
& Bob Laurie); Anthony & Helen
Kebe (req. by Dan Long)
The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering
Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient: "The Christian
faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass for their
intention contribute to the good of the Church and by that
offering share its concern to support its ministers and works"
(945 §2).

HOLY WEEK
YOUTH PASSION PLAY
28 Mar (Sun) at 2:00 PM
MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
1:00-3:00 PM
—and—
6:00-8:00 PM

PASCHAL TRIDUUM
HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord's Supper
1 Apr — 7:00 PM
GOOD FRIDAY
Commemoration of the Lord's Passion
2 Apr — 7:00 PM
HOLY SATURDAY
Easter Vigil
3 Apr — 7:30 PM
EASTER SUNDAY
4 Apr — 8:00 & 10:00 AM (no 6:00 PM Mass)
—and—
12:00 PM Outdoor Mass
*NOTE: Easter Egg Hunt follows the 10:00 AM
Masses (for children up thru 5th Grade)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

— NOTICE —
We will offer an 12:00 NOON OUTDOOR
MASS on Easter Sunday.

— NOTICE —
We are moving the live stream of the Sunday
10:00 AM Mass from FACEBOOK to YOUTUBE.
The new link is posted at:
https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live
https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh
https://sjnnh.org
The 12:15 PM Daily Mass (M, W-F) will still be
posted to our FACEBOOK page:
https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

MEMORIAL EASTER FLOWERS
DONATIONS for Easter Flowers that'll be used to
decorate the Sanctuary are being accepted. They
can be made in the name of a friend or family
member. Special envelopes are available in the
foyer. Please print the name on the envelope, and
they'll be remembered at all Masses throughout the
Easter Season.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
The diocesan ADULT CONFIRMATION MASS is
scheduled for 11 Apr 2021 at St Joseph's Cathedral
(145 Lowell St, Manchester, NH). The
Registration Form and Baptism Certificate must be
submitted to the diocesan Office of Adult Faith
Formation no later than Monday, 5 Apr 2021. See
Fr. Glasgow for more information.

PARISH INFORMATION
WE LOVE BEING IN TOUCH WITH YOU! Now
you can keep in touch with us via email and/or text
messaging:
Visit > https://SJNMERRIMACK.flocknote.com
Text > "SJNMERRIMACK" to 84576 (message and
data rates may apply)
Choose to get updates from parish groups you're
interested in. Unsubscribe anytime.

The KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
Council #10896
We'd like to thank the SJN parishioners
for supporting our 19 March Fish Bake
Sale. We distributed more than 125 Fish
and Grilled Cheese dinners and realized a profit of
$600.00! All the money raised goes to support the
Church and local Knights charities.

— AMAZON SMILE —
Please consider supporting our St John Neumann
FOOD PANTRY whenever you purchase items
through AMAZON.COM. Go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038
and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.
SJN Staff
CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org
CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org
TERI SCHMITT
Religious Education Secretary
tschmitt@sjnnh.org
DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan
CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net
CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116
KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org
PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Tom Davis, Grand Knight
gk10896@comcast.net

