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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm 
Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  
Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time  
Sunday, August 25, 2019 

Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                               

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
              Deacon Ronald Lewis 
 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
           

Director of Liturgy & Music  Michael Xavier Lundy 

                     abvmwestgrovemusic@gmail.com 
 

School Principal é.éééééDanielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 

School  Development DirectoréKristen Sullivan 

                        development@abvmschoolwg.us 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ΧΧΧΦΦΦ 
                                               Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .é...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Requestééabvmfacilities@gmail.com 
 
 

Sacraments and Devotions 
 

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
the parish priest at least six months prior to the 
wedding and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. 
 

Hearing Assist Devices are available for use at Mass.   
Please see an usher for details. 
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                  THOUGHTS ON THE DEATH PENALTY 

 
 First-degree murder is the intentional killing of a human being that is premeditated or 
planned.  The Bible says, ñWhoever sheds the blood of a man, by man shall his blood be shed; 
for in the image of God has man been madeò (Genesis 9:6).  The Mosaic Law distinguishes between intentional 
killing and that which is accidental.  The penalty for intentional killing is usually death.  However, there are some 
notable cases in the Old Testament where death was not imposed by God, for example, the case of Cain, the 
first man to commit murder, who was spared.  God also did not exact a life for a life from Moses, who killed an 
Egyptian who struck a Hebrew slave, or from King David, who arranged the death of the husband of the woman 
with whom he committed adultery.   
 

 In the Jewish Law, capital punishment was prescribed for crimes besides murder, such as for sodomy, 
blasphemy, and striking oneôs parent.  However, scholars point out that it was unusual for Jewish courts to actu-
ally impose the death penalty for such crimes.  When we look at the New Testament, Jesus spares a woman 
who was guilty of a capital crime.  He also pardons his executioners.  Consider the Apostle to the Gentiles, the 
great St. Paul, who before his conversion persecuted the Church and collaborated in the murder of St. Stephen.  
God did not require his life but eventually brought him to repentance and conversion.  The New Testament ex-
horts Christians not to repay evil with evil and to not seek vengeance for themselves.  In summary, the Bible can 
be used to support an argument for and against the death penalty.  Fortunately we have the Church, the divinely 
established interpreter of Scripture and Tradition, to guide us on this matter.  The Church comes down firmly 
against capital punishment. 
 

 Last week I presented Archbishop Chaputôs argument against the death penalty.  This week, with all due 
humility, I would like to add a few of my own thoughts.   
 

 Some people support the death penalty because they are convinced that first-degree murder warrants it.  
However, both as a citizen and a pastor I think our society needs to look beyond what is strictly deserved and 
consider whether the imposition of capital punishment causes more harm than good.  It seems to me that human 
life is so precious that lethal force ought to be used only as a last resort to safeguard the public.  A person in 
custody is no longer a threat, as long as he or she is probably secured, and therefore there is no need to exe-
cute him or her.   
 

 One of the purposes of punishment for crime is to balance the scales of justice by exacting retribution.  It 
seems to me that lifelong incarceration is punishment enough.  It is not an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, 
but for some it is a living death.  From the perspective of faith, we know that perfect justice will only be achieved 
in the next life, where no one will escape Godôs justice.  Moreover, there may be some good to come out of a 
long prison stay, such as repentance, reconciliation and penance.  No one in this life is beyond Godôs reach for 
salvation.  Why send an unrepentant murderer to hell?  If he remains in his sin he will get there on his own.  I 
think of Alessandro Sereneilli, the man who murdered St. Maria Goretti, who reconciled with Mariaôs mother and 
lived the rest of his life living in a monastery and doing penance.  His heart was hard, and had he been executed 
in the first few years after the murder he would have died unrepentant.  It is the will of God that even the worst of 
sinners repent and be saved.  As Christians, our first commitment is that Godôs will be done.  The longer a per-
son lives the more opportunities there are for conversion.   
  

 One of the negative consequences of capital punishment is its effect on the executioners.  Think about it 
ï at the moment of execution, the condemned is helpless.  To put a defenseless man to death can sear a per-
sonôs conscience or make him more callous.  Execution is not an act of self-defense.  Furthermore, capital pun-
ishment as it is applied in our country is a direct attack on the healthcare profession.  The presence of a physi-
cian or healthcare worker is usually required, especially if the execution is by lethal injection.  Also, someone in 
medicine has to be legally competent to sign the death certificate.  The American Medical Association and the 
American Society of Anesthesiologists have objected to the participation of their members in state executions.  I 
cannot see how it is beneficial to our society to involve professionals who have dedicated their lives to healing to 
assist at executions.   
 

  In the United States of America we have the means of protecting society and administering justice with-
out imposing capital punishment.  As for its usefulness as a deterrent, it would seem that the possibility of a life 
sentence for murder is powerful enough.  The likelihood of being caught is probably the greatest deterrent to 
crime.  But even if capital punishment were an effective deterrent, this result could not of itself transform an exe-
cution into something good.   
 

 The appeal to mercy is good enough for many people to oppose capital punishment.  But there are rea-
sons to oppose it besides an appeal to mercy.  The negative effects of capital punishment on those involved in 
applying it and on our society in general are reason enough to oppose it.       
 

- Father Scott 
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Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 
Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 

Fabiola Matalonis, Norman Ginsburg, Nellie McGinnis, Terry 
OôConnell, Ed & Carol Painter, Philip Caruso, Msgr. John 
Graf, Ryan Coyle, Betty Anne Silva, Tippi Carlino, Tommy 
Lake, Gert & John Lincoln, Linda & Gene Glomb, Bob Lauer, 
Phil Budzynski, Santi Ceccotti, Pat Mannion, Joan OôNeill, 
Scott Cook, G. Furniss, Jennifer Donnelly, Suzann Jaagus, 
Christopher Busby, Diane Morgan Quigley, Pattie Perry, Deb-
orah Ann Scott, Dora Vito, Domenico Ruffini, Carson Coyle, 
Mary Jo Tate, Nick Gosline, Bill Sauerwine, Bryce Porter, 
Debbie Robinson, Frankie Knowles, Bruce Barclay, Lorelai 
Gilbert, Jennifer Keller, Dana & Charles Mitchell, Linda Ca-
rango, Matthew, Chayse & Jack Rusnak, Marie OôDonnell, 
Linda LeNoir, Richard Brimes, Bobby Kane, Anne Pell, Tom 
& Jane Littleton, Barry Hill, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

Readings of the Day 
Isaiah 66:18-21, Ps 117:1-2, Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13, Luke 13:22-30 

 
 

Live the Liturgy 
 

"We ate and drank in your company and you taught in our 
streets!" In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus notes that it requires 
moral strength to enter the kingdom of God. It's not mere 
proximity to righteousness that saves. Rubbing elbows with 
the righteous is not the same as being truly holy ourselves. 
Unfortunately, we can have this attitude in many areas. It's 
easy to see who may seem "first" in the eyes of the world. 
This occurs in our workplaces and among our public figures. 
It can also happen in our schools, local parishes, and the 
larger Church. For some of us, the temptation to have the 
popularity and prestige rub off on us can be fairly strong. If 
only we are in the right place with the right people, surely 
others will associate us with what they possess! 
 
But salvation is worked out in each individual life. It is our 
task not merely to show up, but to be transformed. And the 
truly transformed may not be everyone we expect. "People 
will come from the east and the west and from the north and 
the south... some are last who will be first, and some are first 
who will be last." Some who seem first in reputation now may 
be last in the kingdom of God. Others who appear now on 
the furthest fringes of society - but better imitate the lowly 
holiness of Jesus - will be first in his kingdom. What are your 
concerns? Proximity and reputation? Or prayerful 
righteousness? 

   Pray For Our Military   

S˓GT Michael Guerrera 

S˓GT James Francis 

2˓ LT Nicholas J. Caruso 

S˓GT Andrew Wolfe 

S˓SGT James McWilliams 

A˓B Michael Connelly & 
FLT277, Lackland AFB 
S˓PC Thomas Wolfe  

S˓GM Nicolas Relacion 

C˓PL Charles Morgan Griffith 
S˓SGT Michael Kauffman 
H˓M1 Matthew Rosenberg  
A˓B Brandon Narkin & FLT 
601/602 Lackland AFB 
2˓ LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

C˓adet Jacqueline Brattan 
P˓FC Daniel Engberg  
L˓T Connor Dunleavy 

Military Plaque to honor those who are currently serving in the 
U.S. Military is on display in the Church Vestibule.  If you would 
like to have your loved oneõs picture displayed, please send a 
photo of your active duty military person, in uniform, with their 
name, rank, and your contact information. Contact Dave Bes-
selman at 484-667-0267 or dbesselman1@gmail.com. 

 

Rest in Peace 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
David Acquesta 
Dominick Aufiero 

Elizabeth Ann Camarota 
Eloise Chaga 
Alfred Eno 
Alfredo Silva 

Michael C. Smith, Sr. 
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
 

CǊƻƳ 5ŜŀŎƻƴ wƻƴ [ŜǿƛǎΧΦIŜƭƭƻΗ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ Ŏƻƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΗ Lǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŘƛŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƻƴ ŬǊŜΗ !ǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ w/L! ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜƎƛƴ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нрǘƘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ муǘƘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Ϧa99¢ ϧ Dw99¢Ϧ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊκ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ w/L! ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ 
ŀǘ т taΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜΣ 5ŜŀŎƻƴ wƻƴ [ŜǿƛǎΣ ŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƴŜƎǳȅрпϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ōȅ 
ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǘ олн-рпт-урус ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ w/L! ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻƴ ŬǊŜΗ 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

On Sunday, August 18, 2019, the following children were  
welcomed into our Assumption BVM Parish Family: 

 

Mia Devlin Paoli 
Lucia Davis Paoli 

Celsus Iegbeojai Ebba 

                                        

          LABOR DAY MASS 
 

      aƻƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘ 
               фΥлл ŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
 

                tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΗ 
 

bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǝŎ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ [ŀōƻǊ 5ŀȅΣ ƴƻ сΥол ŀƳ 
aŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ hŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ  

 

Through August 18 the 2019 Annual 
Parish Appeal is doing well.  Our goal 
is $150,000. In the first forty-two 
weeks of the 2019 Appeal two hun-
dred and eighty-two (283) families 
have committed more than $142,699 
of which $130,109 has been received. 
The Appeal will support continuing 
operations of the Parish and will ena-
ble us to fund one necessary project. 
This project is to establish an emer-
gency fund for unbudgeted, major 
expenses for the church; e.g., the 
ultimate replacement of the church 
roof. The initial contribution to this 
emergency fund will be one-third of 
the moneys collected in the 2019 
Parish Appeal. Please complete the 
Intention Card you received in your 
letter from Father Scott and place it in 
the envelope in the collection basket 
or mail the envelope to the Parish 
Office. You may also use the Parish 
Appeal envelope from your packet of 
envelopes to make your donation. 
The Finance Council and Father Scott 
thank you for your generosity. 

 

 Collection August 18, 2019  $12,060 
 Includes estimated $4,750 E-Giving 

- 34% Participation 

 Avg. Weekly Collection 2019/2020  

 Estimated Wkly Expenses 2019/20 

$13,517
$13,855 

   

Thank you for your continued support! 

The income estimated for our 2019-
2020 fiscal year budget has been 
adjusted to reflect recent historical 
income numbers.  This fiscal year our 
income goal is $722,000 for the Offer-
tory collection. Our beloved church 
with the associated facilities is ap-
proaching 18 years old. As in your 
home, maintenance costs and operat-
ing costs need to be addressed. You 
have demonstrated your generosity 
to enable us to fulfill our fiscal re-
sponsibilities. Please continue to be 
as generous as you can. 

 

Who do you say that I am?  

wŜŎŜƴǘ Ǉƻƭƭǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΦ   

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΗΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 

ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘΗΗΗ 

9¦/I!wL{¢L/ !5hw!¢Lhb !¢ !.±a 

aƻƴŘŀȅ-CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ƊŜǊ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ǳƴǝƭ т ǇƳ 

mailto:wineguy54@hotmail.com
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Tuesdays: September 24, 2019 
through April, 2020 

Lower Level ð ABVM Church 
 

You may choose either a morning session at 
9 am or an evening session at 7 pm.  

 
 

Themes:  
òOpening Your Heartó  

for first time participants and 
òTouching the Divineó  
for 2nd year participants. 

 
 

For information or for a registration 
form, please contact Joan Patrick at 
joanpatrick122@gmail.com  
or call 610-999-2216.  

 
There is a $15 fee for the year.   

 

ww.walkingwithpurpose.com   

�:�•�7�‘�Z�›�a���%�u�l�5�O���6�¤�X�•�h 

 

2ND  ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC  
 

ALL PARISHIONERS. The Stewardship Committee of the Parish Development Council 

and Father Scott are pleased to sponsor a picnic to show our appreciation to all our 

parishioners. The picnic will be held in the Parish Center and on church grounds on 

Sunday, September 15, 2019 after the Noon Mass until 4 PM.  

 

All of our parishioners, and their families, are invited to attend. There will be 

hamburgers and hot dogs and other picnic foods with events 

for adults and children.  Activities include a disc jockey, 

miniature golf, story time, volleyball, horse shoes and more.  

 

Sign up at the table in the Church Narthex or e-mail 

picnic@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org. So we can properly plan 

for you, tell us how many adults and children will be coming.  

 

�6�D�I�H���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���&�O�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H�V���D�U�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���S�U�L�R�U���W�R��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���6�F�K�R�R�O�����&�<�)�)�����&�<�2���6�S�R�U�W�V�����D�Q�G�� 

�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q������ 
 
 

The safety of our children is a priority at our Parish. Offering your time and 
talents are invaluable and we are so grateful for your help. Thank you for 
taking the time to complete all the required clearances. A list of clearances 
needed can be found at www.assumptionbvmwestgrove.org, select Re-
sources, then select Safe Environment Clearances.  Once clearances and 
training are completed, certificates and forms need to be given to the Par-
ish Office. For questions, please contact the Parish Office at 610-869-2722 
or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net. Volunteers in the Archdiocese of Phil-
adelphia are required to complete a one-time class as part of the process of 
obtaining their clearances.  Safe Environment Virtus Training will be 
held on Monday, August 26th, 6:00 pm, Sacred Heart Church, Oxford. 
To register or view other class options, visit www.virtus.org.  

¢I9 /!w5Lb![{Ω Chw¦a-!¦D¦{¢ нт 
 at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary (Vianney Hall) 

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary * 100 E. Wynnewood Rd., Wynnewood, PA 19096 
 

�´�(�P�S�W�\���3�H�Z�V�µ��-  The Future of Catholic Parishes?   

Join us for an annual gathering that advances the academic formation of 
seminary students and provides continuing education for the lay faithful.  
   

7:00 pm - Welcome by Bishop Timothy Senior (the Rector of the Seminary) 
7:05 pm - Introduction to the topic by Rev. Robert Pesarchick. S.T.D. 
7:10 pm - Viewpoints given by: Dr. John Haas (John Cardinal Krol Chair of 
Moral Theology), Fr. Thomas Dailey, O.S.F.S. (John Cardinal Foley Chair of 
Homiletics & Social Communications), Dr. Nathan Knutson (Lucille Francesco 
Chair in Sacred Music), Archbishop Charles Chaput, O.F.M., Cap. (Archbishop 
of Philadelphia) 
7:40 pm - Discussion among the presenters 
7:50 pm - Discussion with audience 
8:30 pm - Conclusion of the event 

mailto:joanpatrick122@gmail.com

