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The National Black Catholic
Clergy Caucus of the United
States designated November as
Black Catholic History Month to
celebrate the long history and
proud heritage of Black Catholics.
Two commemorative dates fall
within this month, Saint Au-
gustine’s Birthday (November 13)
and Saint Martin de Porres’ Feast
Day (November 3). More im-
portantly, November not only
marks a time when we pray for all
saints and souls in loving remem-
brance, but also a time to recall
the saints and souls of Africa and
the African Diaspora.

Black Catholics trace their faith
history back to Christian antiqui-
ty long before other nations heard
the “Good News.” Christian Africa
was indeed a “leading light” in
early Christendom. Black Catho-
lics point to three popes who were
born in Africa: Saints Victor I,
Melchiades, and Gelasius I. All
three shepherded the early
church through tough and
tumultuous times in history.
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King Nzinga-a-Nkuwu Mbemba
(Afonso the Good) of the Kongo
and his subjects made their pro-
fession of faith thanks to the work
of Portuguese missionaries one
year before Christopher Colum-
bus made his famous voyage in
1492 and Pope Leo X consecrated
the king’s son, Henrique, Titular
Bishop of Utica in 1518 which was
one year before Martin Luther
nailed his list of ninety-five theses
to the Church in Wittenberg.

Black Catholic History
Month provides
opportunities to learn
and share the whole
history and rich
Heritage of Christian
Catholicism.

Ubi Victoria Veritas!
The Victory of Truth'

Bishop Henrique was the first
native bishop of West Africa.
However, when he died in 1531,
the Congolese Church and the
hopes for an indigenous clergy
died with him. Finally, the geno-
cidal slave trade killed true
evangelization in sub-Saharan
Africa for several centuries.

Notwithstanding the moral
crimes of chattel slavery, the
French and Spanish missionaries
ministered to their free and en-
slaved African population within
their respective colonies. Their
ministry laid the foundation for
Black Catholic communities with-
in the United States, i.e. Mobile,
Alabama; New Orleans, Louisi-
ana; and Saint Augustine, Florida.

Despite the American Catholic
Church not seriously committing
its time and resources to minister
to the African-American popula-
tion during the ante-bellurn or
post-bellum periods; African-
American Catholics created a
remarkable movement of faith
and evangelization. Many coura-
geous people played pivotal roles
within church history like Mother
Mary Elizabeth Lange, Mathilda
Beasley, Daniel Rudd, and the
Reverend Augustus Tolton. They
witnessed their faith, ministered
to their people, and left lasting
legacies in the face of prejudice,
ignorance, and indifference. One
cannot read their stories without
feeling tremendous joy, sorrow,
and inspiration
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St. Martin de Porres,
the First Black Saint of the Americas

Martin de
Porres Velaz-
quez OP was
born in the city

of Lima, Vice-

royalty of Peru.

He was the

Martin de Porres Ve-
lazquez OP (9 Dec
1579 — 3 Nov 1639)

illegitimate son
of a Spanish
nobleman, Don Juan de Porras y
de la Pena, and Ana Velazquez, a
freed slave of African and Native
descent. He had a sister named
Juana de Porres, born two years
later in 1581. After the birth of his
sister, the father abandoned the
family. Ana Velazquez supported
her children by taking in laundry.
Martin was sent to a primary
school for two years, and then
placed with a barber/surgeon to
learn the medical arts. He spent
hours of the night in prayer, a
practice which increased as he
grew older. Under Peruvian law,
descendants of Africans and
Native Americans were barred
from becoming full members of
religious orders therefore, the
only route open to Martin was to
ask the Dominicans of Holy Ro-
sary Priory in Lima to accept him

as a "donado", a volunteer who

performed menial tasks in the
monastery in return for the privi-
lege of wearing the habit and liv-
ing with the religious community.
At the age of 15 he asked for
admission to the Dominican
Convent of the Rosary in Lima
and was received first as a servant
boy, and as his duties grew he was
promoted to “almoner” an almon-
er is a chaplain or church officer
who originally was in charge of
distributing money to the deserv-
ing poor.

Martin continued to practice his
trades of barbering and healing
and was said to have performed
many miraculous cures. He also
took on kitchen work, laundry,
and cleaning. After eight years at
Holy Rosary, the prior Juan de
Lorenzana decided to turn a blind
eye to the law and permit Martin
to take his vows as a member of
the Third Order of Saint Dominic.
Holy Rosary was home to 300
men, not all of whom accepted
the decision of De Lorenzana:

one of the novices called Martin

a "mulatto dog", while one of the
priests mocked him for being
illegitimate and descended from

slaves.

When Martin was 24, he was
allowed to profess religious vows
as a Dominican lay brother.
When Martin was 34, he was
assigned to the infirmary, where
he was placed in charge and
would remain in service until his
death at the age of 59. He was
known for his care of the sick. His
superiors saw in him the virtues
necessary to exercise unfailing
patience in this difficult role. It
was not long before miracles were
attributed to him. Martin also
cared for the sick outside his
convent, often bringing them
healing with only a simple glass
of water. He ministered without
distinction to Spanish nobles and
to slaves recently brought from
Africa. He begged for alms to
procure necessities the convent
could not provide and succeeded
with his alms to feed 160 persons
every day, in addition he distrib-
uted a remarkable sum of money

every week to the indigent.
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St. Martin de Porres,
the First Black Saint of the Americas Cont...

Martin was a friend of both Saint Juan Macias, a fellow Dominican lay brother, and Saint Rose of Lima,
another lay Dominican. By his death on November 3rd 1639, he had won the affection and respect of
many of his fellow Dominicans as well as a host of people outside the priory. Word of his miracles had
made him known as a saint throughout the region. As his body was displayed to allow the people of the
city to pay their respects, each person snipped a tiny piece of his habit to keep as a relic. It is said that
three habits were taken from the body. His body was then interred in the grounds of the monastery.
Pope Gregory XVI beatified Martin de Porres on October 29 1837, and nearly 125 years later, Pope John
XXIII canonized him in Rome on May 6 1962. He is the patron saint of people of mixed race, and of inn-
keepers, barbers, public health workers and more, with a feast day on November 3. He is also commemo-
rated in the Calendar of Saints of the Church of England.

Today, Martin is commemorated by, among other things, a school building that houses the medical,
nursing, and rehabilitation science schools of the Dominican University of Santo Tomas in the Philip-
pines. A program of work is named after him at the Las Casas Institute at Blackfriars Hall, University of
Oxford, he is the titular saint of the parish of St. Martin de Porres in Poughkeepsie, NY, numerous ele-
mentary schools and Catholic churches are named after him and The Southern Province of Dominicans
in New Orleans, LA bears his name.
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The Basilica and Convent of Santo Domingo,
where de Porres is buried, in Lima, Peru
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Portrait of St. Martin de A mid-twentieth century stained glass
Porres, c. 17th century, representation of Martin de Porres in
Monastery of Rosa of Santa St Pancras Church, Ipswich England with a

.. . . . broom, rosa: arrot and monke
Maria in Lima. This portrait ’ Y, p y

was painted during his lifetime
or very soon after his death,
hence it is probably the most
true to his appearance. https:// Sources
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Martin de Porres#/media/ —=>  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ =
. . Martin_de_Porres
File:San Martin de Porres h = https://opsouth.or
uaycan.jpg (Public Domain)
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Venerable Pierre Toussaint

Pierre was
born into slav-
ery in what is
now known as
Haiti. He was
the son of
Ursule, and
resided on the
Artibonite
plantation
owned by the
Bérard family.
Pierre was edu-
cated as a child by the Bérard
family's tutors and was trained as
a house slave. After the senior
Bérards returned to France, their
son Jean Bérard took over the
plantation. As the tensions rose,
which would lead to Haitian
slaves and free people of color
rising in rebellion, in 1787 Bér-
ard and his second wife left for
New York City, taking five of
their slaves with them, including
Pierre. Upon their arrival in New
York, Bérard had Pierre appren-
ticed to one of New York's lead-
ing hairdressers. When Jean Bér-
ard died of pleurisy, Pierre, who
was increasingly successful as a
hairdresser in NY, voluntarily
took on the support of Madame
Bérard. Madame Bérard eventu-
ally remarried and on her death-
bed, she made her husband Mon-
sieur Nicolas promise to free
Pierre from slavery. He was freed
in 1807 . As a very popular hair-
dresser among New York socie-
ty's upper echelon, Toussaint
earned a good living. He saved
his money and paid for his sister
Rosalie's freedom.

Pierre Toussaint
(June 27, 1766 -
June 30, 1853)

They both lived in what was then
the Nicolas house. Through con-
nections with the French emi-
grant community in New York,
Toussaint met people who knew
the Bérards in Paris. He began a
correspondence with them that
lasted for some decades. The
Bérards had lost their fortune in
the French Revolution. Toussaint
also corresponded with friends in
Haiti; his collected correspond-
ences filled 15 bound volumes,
and was used as part of the
documentation submitted by the
Archdiocese of New York to the
Holy See to support his canoniza-
tion.

On August 5, 1811, Toussaint
married Juliette Noel, a slave 20
years his junior, after purchasing
her freedom. For four years, they
continued to board at the Nicolas
house. They adopted Euphemia,
the daughter of his sister Rosalie
who had died of tuberculosis,
raising the girl as their own.
Together, the Toussaints began a
career of charity among the poor
of New York City, often taking
baked goods to the children of
the Orphan Asylum and donating
money to its operations. He
owned a house on Franklin Street
and sheltered orphans and
fostered numerous boys.

He supported them in getting an
education, learning a trade and
was at times able to help them
get their first jobs through his
connections in the city. Toussaint
organized a credit bureau, an
employment agency and a refuge
for priests and needy travelers.

Many Haitian refugees went to
New York, and because Toussaint
spoke both French and English,
he frequently helped the new
immigrants. He would arrange
the sale of goods so they could
raise money to live on and he was
"renowned for crossing barri-
cades to nurse quarantined chol-
era patients" during an epidemic
in New York.

Toussaint attended daily Mass
for 66 years at St. Peter's in New
York. He helped raise money to
build a new Roman Catholic
Church in New York which
became Old St. Patrick's Cathe-
dral on Mulberry Street and he
was a benefactor of the first New
York City Catholic School for
Black children at St. Vincent de
Paul on Canal Street.

As Toussaint aged, he continued
his charity. He was "one of the
leading black New Yorkers of his
day,". Juliette died on May 14,
1851. Two years later, Pierre
Toussaint died on June 30, 1853,
at the age of 87. He was buried in
the cemetery of St. Patrick's Old
Cathedral on Mott Street along-
side his wife and Euphemia who
had died when she was 14.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Pierre_Toussaint#/media/
File:Pierre Toussaint.jpg (Public Domain)
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Venerable Pierre Toussaint Cont...

In recognition of Pierre Toussaint’s virtuous life, the late Cardinal Cooke introduced Pierre’s cause for
canonization at the Vatican in 1968. In December 1989, the late Cardinal O’Connor had the remains of
Pierre Toussaint transferred from Lower Manhattan to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in midtown Manhattan
where he is buried as the only lay person, alongside the former Cardinal-Archbishops of New York City. On
December 17, 1997, Pope John Paul II declared Pierre Toussaint, Venerable, the second step toward saint-
hood.
1854, a biography, Memoir of Pierre Toussaint, Born a Slave in St. Domingo, was written by Hannah
Farnham Sawyer Lee and published in Boston,. It is one of the genres known as slave narratives. The
Pierre Toussaint Haitian-Catholic Center of the Archdiocese of Miami Inc. is named for him. Toussaint
Academy San Diego was a residential secondary school for homeless 14-18 year-old youth founded by Fa-
ther Joe Carroll in 1992. It closed in 2016. Toussaint is remembered for his good works by a series of por-
traits in Gracie Mansion, NY and April 2021, a large section of Church Avenue in Brooklyn, NY was
co-named as Pierre Toussaint Boulevard.

Venerable Pierre Toussaint was a man who was proud of his faith, proud of his

culture and committed to serving others.

Sources
—>  http://saintsresource.com/pierre-toussaint —>  https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/ —>  Church Ave Renamed in Honor of Haitian Leader Pierre
R . i venerable-pierre-toussaint Toussaint (bkreader.com) Church Ave Renamed in
= https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Toussaint i i i Honor of Haitian Leader Pierre Toussaint (bkreader.com
—>  https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-
—> Venerable Pierre Toussaint | Archdiocese of New York affairs/road-sainthood-leaders-african-descent —>  https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-
(archny.org resources/prayer-index/immigrants-and-refugees

We dedicate this pray to all immigrants and asylum seekers,
especially to our Haitian Brothers and Sisters.
May we open our hearts with love, our arms to welcome and reach out to support

God of love and compassion: may we always recognize your spirit:

¢ in the refugee family, seeking safety from violence;
¢ in the migrant worker, bringing food to our tables;
¢ in the asylum-seekers, seeking justice for their families;
¢ in the unaccompanied child, traveling in a dangerous world.
Give us hearts that break open whenever our brothers and sisters turn to us.
Give us hearts that no longer turn deaf to their voices in times of need;
Give us eyes to recognize a moment for grace instead of a threat.

Give us voices that fail to remain silent but which decide instead to advocate prophetically.

Give us hands that reach out in welcome, but also in work, for a world of justice until all homelands are safe and
secure.

Bless us, O Lord...
- Fr. Dan Hartnett S.J
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15 Ways to celebrate Advent like a Catholic

Advent is our liturgically built-in time of spiritual preparation for Christmas. If you want to get the
most out of the Christimas season and fill up your soul with love for Christ, the best way to do that is to
"let every heart prepare Him room". When you know what the season is meant to be, you will more
likely do the kinds of things that emphasize that purpose.

Advent derives from the Latin adventus meaning @rrivaléor @pproach6 Eor thousands of years the
world waited for the coming of the Messiah to redeem and to save the human race, restoring man-
kind& relationship to God. We, too, experience this same longing for the coming of Christ. Spiritually,
we long for the coming of Christ into our hearts as the Holy Spirit draws us into ever deepening rela-
tionship with Him; we also long for Christ in his Second Coming, when He will return physically to
earth—as He promised—to restore all things to Himself.

*

Advent Wreath: Celebrate Advent with an
Advent wreath or Advent candleholders. Each
Sunday of Advent light one of the candles and
say a special prayers.

Advent Dinners: Make the Sundays of Ad-
vent into something special. Prepare a nice din-
ner or host a potluck and invite over family &
friends. This would be a great time to light the
candle and invite all to join in the special prayers
for that week.

Prepare Seasonal Food — Many historically
Catholic countries have traditions of preparing
food that goes with the liturgical seasons, espe-
cially Advent and Christmas. Come up with
something creative yourself or find inspiration
on Pinterest.

Advent Devotional Reading - There are lots
of great Advent books that take you deeper into
the profound theology of Advent. Going through
each day with devotional reading is one of the
best ways to spiritually prepare yourself for

Christmas. https://www.goodreads.com/list/
show/45333.Best Advent Devotionals

Special Prayers: Adopt special prayers
during the Advent season. You can often find
them in Advent devotional books.

Advent Calendars: Counting down the
days to Christmas helps children to anticipate
patiently and to focus on waiting for the baby
Jesus to be born.

+ Advent Music: Make your own playlist of

music appropriate for Advent which anticipates

Christ’s birth. Find a list of Advent music here.
https://catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/Seasons-Advent-
Christmas.htm

+ Nativity Scenes: Nativity sets are a classic

tradition and are great to display during the Ad-
vent season. To make the display especially
poignant, wait until Christmas Eve to place the
Baby Jesus into the scene. The Vatican has a tra-
dition of the Holy Father blessing the Baby Jesus
from family nativity scenes, called Bambinelli
Sunday. This takes place on the third Sunday of
Advent—Gaudete Sunday.

+ Jesse Tree: The Jesse Tree (named after

the father of King David, the ancestor of Jesus, as
mentioned in Isaiah 11) is a fun biblical activity
during the Advent season which prepares for the
birth of Christ and his mission. It goes through
the ancestry of Jesus and how all of his ancestors
played a role in salvation history. The tree creat-
ed can then be used as a holiday decoration.

+ Advent Penance Services: Advent is

known as the “little Lent” and is therefore a time
for penitential practices. Confession is an im-
portant part of preparing room for the coming of
Christ into our hearts that is, allowing Him to
draw us into deeper conversion.


https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/45333.Best_Advent_Devotionals
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/45333.Best_Advent_Devotionals
https://catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/Seasons-Advent-Christmas.htm
https://catholic-resources.org/Lectionary/Seasons-Advent-Christmas.htm
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15 Ways to celebrate Advent like a Catholic Cont..

*

Small Sacrifices for the Christ Child:
Because Advent is known as the “little Lent,”
prayer, alms, and sacrifices are also a part of
Advent season.

Almsgiving: Good deeds and generosity
have always been an important part of prepara-
tion for Christmas. Advent is a great time to
practice spiritual and physical acts of mercy
such as Christmas gifts for disadvantaged chil-
dren, volunteering at a nursing home or soup
kitchen, visiting the sick in a hospital, or simply
inviting people into your home who may have
no friends or family of their own to celebrate
the holidays with.

Celebrate the Advent Saint Feast Days:
Celebrate the saints of the Advent & Christmas
season. St. Andrew's feast day on November
3oth; the Advent kickoff. There are other saints
with feast days during Advent that have special
cultural traditions associated with them.

St. Nicholas Day - December 6th

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception (a Ho-
ly Day of Obligation) - December 8th

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day - December
12th

St. Lucy's feast day - December 13th

*

*

Christmas Tree Blessing: When you fin-
ish decorating the Christmas tree, bless it with
a Christmas tree blessing from the USCCB.

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-christmas-tree

Adopt a Cultural Tradition: Research the
many cultural traditions and adopt one to for
yourself and your family; We are all joined
together by our Catholic Faith!

Read the article in full at: https://
www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/how-to-celebrate-

advent-like-a-catholic-5923



https://www.usccb.org/prayers/blessing-christmas-tree
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https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/how-to-celebrate-advent-like-a-catholic-5923
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Online Resources

0  Podcasts - https://nbccongress.org/podcasts/

o Catholic Apps - https://www.nbccongress.org/catholic-apps.html
0 Online Masses

— https://www.watchthemass.com/

=

-

O

https://www.nationalshrine.org/mass/
https://www.catholictv.org/notre-dame-mass.html

Live Perpetual Adoration - https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=m4A6RIOwC2E&feature=youtu.be

National Black Catholic Congress Latest News— https://nbccongress.org/latest-news/
Upcoming Events - https://nbccongress.org/events/

<

<

Spiritual Enlightenment Awareness
Outreach Evangelization

Contact Us:

African American Affairs Ministry, Diocese of Charlotte
1123 S. Church St
Charlotte NC 28203

RLAdams@rcdoc.org
https://charlottediocese.org/african-american-affairs-ministry/
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