








Worldwide Marriage
Encounter
Great Marriages
Don’t Just Happen,
Couples Make Them!
Give the gift of time and yourselves to
your spouse. Join us for the next
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end in San Antonio. ENGLISH:
March 29 — 31, 2019.
www.mesanantonio.org or call or text
Ed and Cindy Turski at 602-421-4154
for more info. SPANISH: March 8 —
10, 2019, please call or text 210-387-
6337.

Advertising Opportunity

We are working with Guide Book Pub-
lishing to publish a Guide Book for our
parish that will be updated and deliv-
ered directly to your homes. This book
will be the Who, What, Where, When,
Why and How of our church. It will al-
so be sent to new parishioners and to
families who are thinking about joining
the parish.

The book is being provided at NO
COST to our Church. Local business-
es are being solicited to advertise in
the book. If you own or manage a
business and would like to find out
about advertising in our book, please
call the Church Office at 210-698-1941
and ask for Vicky Boudreaux. She can
also be reached on her cell, at 225-264
-0569.

Prayer

Prayer changes reali-
ty, let us not forget.
It changes the thing

or it changes our
hearts. It always
changes.

Pope Francis

For more information or to sign-
up , please call 855-842-8001




Men's
Morning
Fellowship

Resumes January 31
Thursday mornings
5:30am-6 am for Coffee
6am - 7am for our
summer program

\WORD ON FIRE

DIGITPL

Was one of your New Year’s Res-
olutions to learn more about your
Catholic Faith? We have the re-
source for you!

Using stunning cinematography
and engaging narrative, Bishop
Barron’s video series on all as-
pects of Catholicism is both cap-
tivating and educational. Now you
can have access to this entire vid-
eo collection through your Flock-
note app.

Seton Hall

All men of the parish are invited

IT’"S HAMMER TIME!

.
Hﬂblla‘t We will begin construction on

ﬁ]‘r I‘llllﬁlﬁlt)‘ our Habitat House beginning Fri-

Log on to Flocknote either
through your smart phone
(download the app) or by going to
www.flocknote.com on your com-

\

puter or smart tv. You’ll have an f San Antasi

all access pass to these visually i 0 AR e day, February 8, and continuing

rich and highly informative travels each Friday and Saturday for six weeks. We need volunteers to help

through ~ Catholicism,  Pivotal with the build, and no construction experience

Players in Catholicism and the . .

newest series, The Mass. is necessary. To sign up, please go to sea-
schurch.com/habitat-for-humanity and follow

;NSEEE' ts(? JOlnb Flocknote? 1It’s the links to the sign-up page. Or you can scan

! S1gn up by texting : ’

SEASCHURCH to 84576 on your the QR Fode with your' phone’s ca'mera to be

smart phone. You’ll receive texts taken directly to the Sign-Up Genius. Please

reminders of important events, join us in this fun and rewarding project.

schedule changes, and any other

immediate notifications. THE EXCITEMENT IS BUILDING!

Our Journey BEGINS...

Learning to Walk with God

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Faith Formation Center

Building Update

It is exciting to see the steel structure being pieced togeth-
er for the elementary wing of the new faith formation
building. Interior work for the west wing of the building,
the middle school and high school wing, continues with the
rooms being sheet rocked. Also about 95% of the east wing
roofing is completed.

Water main and sewer line connection continues through
the new parking lot.




Baptism of the Lord

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we also
honor our own baptism as our initiation into the
Christian life and community. In the Gospel, the
baptism of Jesus, with his immersion and then emer-
gence from the water, points to his later submission
to God at his death, and his emergence from the
grave at his resurrection. This pattern of death and
resurrection is our path too, as followers of Jesus.
Throughout life, often in small ways, we learn to
surrender our limited and self-centered agendas. This
surrender often feels like death. The sacrament of
Baptism ritually enacts this pattern to remind us of
Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that we too might
embrace the deaths and resurrections of our own
lives. As Jesus emerged from the water, he encoun-
tered his Father and the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus, we
can know we are God’s beloved, empowered by the
Spirit.

BAPTIZED WITH THE SPIRIT

In today’s Gospel according to Luke, when John the
Baptist clarified that he was not the expected Messi-
ah, the Christ, he distinguished his baptism with wa-
ter from the baptism “with the Holy Spirit and fire”
that would be offered by Jesus.

John’s baptism with water signified the surrender of
one’s own agenda and the opening of one’s heart to
God. The baptism with fire and Spirit describes
God’s power entering and transforming the human
heart. When Jesus was baptized in water, he publicly
displayed his own full commitment to following
God’s path for him. When the Spirit descended upon
Jesus, he was empowered to begin his work. In ef-
fect, Jesus received both kinds of baptism described
by John. He would go on to “baptize” those whose
hearts were open through his ministry, death, and
resurrection. Later, at Pentecost, the new community
received a “baptism” of Spirit with tongues of fire.

TRINITY AND BAPTISM

This week’s Gospel not only tells of Jesus’ baptism,
but dramatically describes God as the Holy Trinity:
Jesus in prayer, the Holy Spirit descending, and the
Father’s voice from heaven. The nascent church
linked its earliest understanding of God as Trinity to
Baptism as the initiation into Christian life and com-
munity. New Christians were baptized in the name
of the Father, Son, and Spirit.

Jesus was proclaimed Beloved by his Father, and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to begin his mission.
Mission is a sending; to accept a mission is to be
sent. After his ministry, death, resurrection, and as-
cension, Jesus’ mission continued through the Spirit
beginning at Pentecost. The Father sent the Son and
Spirit, who together now send the church into the
world. Baptism, then, is the sending of the newly
baptized to join the Trinity in this mission. We the
baptized are empowered to proclaim that all are
God’s beloved.

Our triune God is already ahead of us in the world, inviting our
participation.

Today’s Readings: Is 42:1-4, 67 or Is 40:1-5, 9—-11; Ps 29:1—
2,3-4,3,9-10 or Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30;
Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7¢c, 9; Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6¢-8;

Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:  Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday: Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11;

Jn 2:1-11

REMEMBER OUR HEROES

Afghanistan: Linda Benavides Iraq: Robert Castillo, Pe-
ter Greenburg, Roy Vaughn, Matt Pryor, Miguel T. Sotel-
lo, Ron Wyble Germany: Bruce Balvin, Luis A. Ramos,
Zac Gerner, Jordan Bittner, Jerome Benavudes and An-
thony Delgado, Jr., Christopher Le Comte Columbia:
Mack Peter Ethiopia: Zachary Williams S. Korea: Austin
Reyes Okinawa Japan: Dylan Johnson

SUPPORT OUR DEPLOYED TROOPS: Wear a red shirt

on Fridays. RED represents Remember Everyone Deployed.




El Bautismo del Senor

BAUTIZADOS CON EL ESPIRITU

En el Evangelio de Lucas de hoy, cuando Juan el
Bautista aclara que €l no es el esperado Mesias, el Cristo, él
distingue su bautismo con agua del bautismo “con el Espi-
ritu Santo y fuego” que Jesus va a ofrecer.

El bautismo de Juan con agua significa la renuncia
a nuestros propios intereses y la apertura de nuestro cora-
zon a Dios. El bautismo con fuego y Espiritu describe al
poder de Dios entrando y transformando el corazén hu-
mano. Cuando Jests fue bautizado con agua, él publica-
mente manifestd su compromiso total a seguir el camino de
Dios para ¢€l. Cuando el Espiritu desciende sobre Jesus, ¢l
fue fortalecido para empezar su ministerio. En efecto, Jests
recibidé ambos tipos de bautismo descritos por Juan. El iria
a “bautizar” a aquellas personas cuyo corazén estuvieron
abiertos durante su ministerio, muerte y resurreccion. Des-
pués, en Pentecostés, la nueva comunidad recibié un
“bautismo” de Espiritu con lenguas de fuego.

LA TRINIDAD Y EL. BAUTISMO

El Evangelio de esta semana no solo cuenta el bau-
tismo de Jesus, sino que describe extraordinariamente a
Dios como la Santisima Trinidad: Jesus en oracion, el Espi-
ritu Santo descendiendo y la voz del Padre desde el cielo.
La Iglesia naciente asocié su interpretacion de Dios como
la Trinidad y el Bautismo como la iniciacion a la vida cris-
tiana y a la comunidad. Los nuevos cristianos eran bautiza-
dos en el nombre del Padre, del Hijo y del Espiritu Santo.

Jesus fue proclamado como el amado por su Padre
y fortalecido por el Espiritu Santo para empezar su mision.
La mision es un envio, aceptar una mision es aceptar ser
enviado. Después de su ministerio, muerte, resurreccion y
ascension, la mision de Jesus continué por medio del Espi-
ritu empezando en Pentecostés. El Padre envid al Hijo y al
Espiritu, quienes juntos ahora envian a la Iglesia al mundo.
El Bautismo, entonces, es el envio de los nuevos bautizados
a unirse a la Trinidad en su mision. Nosotros los bautizados
estamos fortalecidos para proclamar que todos somos los
amados por Dios. Nuestro Dios trino ya esta delante de no-
sotros en el mundo, pidiendo nuestra participacion.

Lecturas de hoy: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 o Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Sal 29:1
-2,3-4,3,9-10 o0 Sal 104:1b-2, 34, 24-25, 27-28, 29—
30; Hch 10:34-38 0 Tit 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Lc 3:15-16, 21-22
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LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES

Domingo: El Bautismo del Sefior

Lunes: Primer Semana del Tiempo Ordinario
Jueves: San Antonio

Viernes: Semana de Oracion por la Unidad Cristiana
Sabado: Teofania (Epifania) en el calendario ju

liano; Santisima Virgen Maria

; ‘?m& no\s regene a 'y nos renueva,
}:?pof ):l%g acc10n d¢l Espiritu Santo.

Image hingm Thinkstock.com

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE

La costumbre del bautismo infantil debe ser mucho
mas que un acto social o una tradicion cultural, donde el
ropon y los regalos son mas importantes que la doctrina
cristiana, y los padrinos se escogen no por su buen ejem-
plo sino por su cuenta bancaria.

Segun los Hechos de los Apdstoles, familias enteras
se bautizaban cuando el padre de familia decidia hacerse
cristiano. Esta practica de bautizar, no solo al nuevo cre-
yente sino también a su mujer y a sus hijos, poco a poco,
quedo solo en bautizar los nifios del original creyente. El
mundo en aquel tiempo estaba basado sobre la familia
asi como muchas culturas latinas de hoy.

El bautizo infantil naci6 en la Iglesia primitiva y al
pasar de los siglos llego a transformarse en un rito reli-
gioso muy importante en la catequesis del nuevo cris-
tiano. El nifio viste de ropita blanca que recuerda la pre-
sencia de Cristo en su alma, se le regala una vela que lo
invita a brillar con la luz de Cristo y se le da una madri-
na o un padrino que le ensefara a vivir en Cristo.

—Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch
Co.

AUTODISCIPLINA

El mas grande de todos los guerreros en el asedio a
Troya no tenia la preeminencia porque la naturaleza le
habia dado fuerza y llevaba el arco mas grande, sino que
debido a la autodisciplina el sabia como doblar el arco.

—Daniel Webster
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