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Upcoming Faith Studies
Explore the foundations of your Catholic faith. Classes begin in May.
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Bishop Barron’s The Mass will help you understand how to fully, con-
sciously, and actively participate in the source and the summit of the Chris-
tian life. Six sessions on Wednesdays at either 9 am and 7 pm from May
15—July 3. This series will also be offered in Spanish. Please see the
Spanish section of the bulletin for more details.

DIVINE MERCY
CHAPLET
Wednesday
May 1
6:30 pm

Please join us as we recite the
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy.

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you uncover the amazing story 110 to praying the Chaplet we
woven throughout scripture, so that you can get the “big picture” of the Bi- will pause to recall our special
ble and understand what it is all about. Eight sessions on Wednesdays at intentions and especially the
either 9 am or 7 pm from July 17—September 4. names of the sick and the dy-

Register at www.seaschurch.com/bible-studies or call the parish office at
210-698-1941.



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (OR SUNDAY
OF DIVINE MERCY)

In Revelation, John the Evangelist tells us what
we can expect as followers of the risen Jesus: distress, en-
durance, and a kingdom. Although we are only eight days
into our fifty-day Easter feasting, we cannot ignore the
distress weighing down our daily lives. Jesus’ resurrection
does not erase individual suffering, but his glorious tri-
umph over death cultivates endurance in our hearts. We
remember that Jesus did not spare himself, and we ask for
the strength to endure as he did. Imitating Christ helps us
grow as members of God’s royal family. As beloved citi-
zens of the Kingdom of God, we recognize our kinship
with all people. Peter demonstrates his care for others as he
heals multitudes of broken, suffering people. In the Gospel,
Thomas accepts his own spiritual healing when Jesus helps
him to believe. In times of difficulty, survival, and glory,
we borrow Thomas’ declaration of faith: “My Lord and my
God!”

PEACE BE WITH YOU

Our Gospel reading today depicts the disci-
ples in a terrifying moment. They have locked their
doors, huddling together in safety at a time when the
Lord has transformed the entire course of human
events. Jesus has risen from the dead. He has de- |
stroyed death and unlocked eternal life. But who can
fully grasp all of this? Not even Thomas, one of the
twelve devoted companions of Jesus, understands
what has happened. Those of us who have never
faced maltreatment for our faith can only imagine
the disciples’ panic. Unimpeded by their bolted
doors, Jesus visits his frightened friends. His appear-
ance must have been shocking, since he says to them
“Peace be with you” not once, but twice. If the disci-
ples hoped Jesus would come back to them, they
might have wished he would appear as a victorious
leader or glorious king. Instead, he comes as they
have known him and most need him: as a compan- f
ion, and he brings with him the eternal peace of God. !
They might have wanted a bodyguard; instead he ;
gives them peace.
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AT LEAST A SHADOW

God knows what we need far better than we our-
selves know. Jesus offers peace to the disciples—twice. He
knows they must soon leave the security of locked doors.
Shortly he will fill them with the gift of the Holy Spirit and
rely on them to lead the community—and the world—into
a new baptism, a new communion. At that moment in the
locked room, the disciples see only threats to their lives.
Jesus sees their fearful hearts and gives them what they
need: peace. We see how Peter is transformed. Instead of
hiding in shadows, he becomes a source of healing and
light; his very shadow draws people into the mystery of
God’s power. Jesus’ gift of peace makes a real difference
in our lives. We can ask every day for more peace, in our
hearts and in our world.

Today’s Readings: Acts 5:12—16; Ps 118:2—4, 1315, 22-24; Rev 1:9—
11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 4:23-31-37; Ps 2:1-4, 7-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 or

(for the memorial) Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or

Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;

Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2,9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36
Friday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21
Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13;

Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 [1-14]

SEEING IS BELIEVING

Seeing is believing! Since
cellphone screens connect us instant-
ly to social media, live TV, and
loved ones’ faces near and far,
“Doubting Thomas” could be our
patron saint: “Unless I see, I will not
| believe!” But how comforting for
any of us who share Thomas’s
doubt, or love “doubters” who do, to
see how kindly Jesus responds. By
offering the very evidence that
Thomas demanded, Jesus doesn’t
scold Thomas, but seems to under-
stand such skepticism. Could Jesus
have been thinking of us, who long
to believe that “Jesus is risen!” but
see so much suffering, and perhaps
even cause some, that we wonder,
how could something so wonderful
be true? In today’s reading from the
Acts of the Apostles, the risen Jesus’
healing love comforts through disci-
ples who love others. In Revelation, “our brother John” doesn’t just
claim he saw Jesus alive, but passes on Jesus’ life-giving words,
“Do not be afraid.” Seeing Jesus in others is believing!

Blessed

are those

REMEMBER OUR HEROES

Afghanistan: Linda Benavides Iraq: Robert Castillo,
Peter Greenburg, Roy Vaughn, Matt Pryor, Miguel T.
Sotello, Ron Wyble Germany: Bruce Balvin, Luis A.
Ramos, Zac Gerner, Jordan Bittner, Jerome Benavides
and Anthony Delgado, Jr., Christopher Le Comte Co-
lumbia: Mack Peter Ethiopia: Zachary Williams

S. Korea: Austin Reyes Okinawa Japan: Dylan John-
son

SUPPORT OUR DEPLOYED TROOPS: Wear a red shirt

on Fridays. RED represents Remember Everyone Deployed.




SEGUNDO DOMINGO DE PASCUA (DOMINGO DE
LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA)

LA PAZ SEA CON USTEDES

La lectura del Evangelio de hoy describe a los discipulos
en un momento alarmante. Pusieron cerrojos a sus puertas, refu-
giandose juntos con seguridad en un momento cuando el Sefior
transformo el curso entero de los eventos humanos. Jesus resucito
de la muerte. El destruyo la muerte y liber6 la vida eterna. ;jPero
quién puede entender completamente todo esto? Ni siquiera To-
mas, uno de los Doce devotos compaifieros de Jesus, entendio lo
que habia pasado. Aquellos de nosotros que nunca hemos enfren-
tado maltrato a causa de nuestra fe podemos solo imaginar el pa-
nico de los discipulos. Sin ningtin problema con las puertas cerra-
das, Jesus visita a sus amigos asustados. Su apariencia debi6 de
haber sido impactante, pues les dice “la paz sea con ustedes” no
una vez, sino dos. Si los discipulos esperaban que Jesus regresara
a ellos, entonces deseaban que regresara como un lider victorioso
o rey glorioso. Al contrario, ¢l viene como lo conocieron y como
mas lo necesitaban, como un compafiero, y trae con él la paz eter-
na de Dios. Podrian haber querido un guardaespaldas; en cambio
¢l les da la paz.
AL MENOS UNA SOMBRA

Dios sabe lo que necesitamos mucho mejor de lo que
nosotros sabemos. Jesus ofrece paz a los discipulos, dos veces. El
sabe que deben salir de la seguridad de las puertas cerradas. En
breve, €l los llenara con el don del Espiritu Santo y confiara en
ellos para guiar a la comunidad, y al mundo, a un nuevo Bautis-
mo, una nueva comuniéon. En ese momento, en la habitacion ce-
rrada, los discipulos solo ven las amenazas para sus vidas. Jesus
ve sus corazones temerosos y les da lo que necesitan: paz. Vemos
como Pedro se transforma. En lugar de esconderse en las som-
bras, €l se hace una fuente de sanacion y luz; su propia sombra
lleva a las personas hacia el misterio del poder de Dios. El don de
la paz de Jests hace una diferencia verdadera en nuestras vidas.
Cada dia podemos pedir méas paz, en nuestros corazones y en
nuestro mundo.

Lecturas de hoy: Hch 5:12-16; Sal 118 (117):2-4, 1315, 22-24; Apo 1:9-11a, 12
—13,17-19; Jn 20:19-31
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USA MEJOR EL TIEMPO

Aprende a dar tanto tiempo para mejorarte
que no tendras tiempo para criticar a otros.

—Anodnimo

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE

La Iglesia catolica es universal, extendida en diversas na-
ciones y culturas. A través de los siglos estas culturas han enri-
quecido la Tradicion de la Iglesia con muchas tradiciones y
devociones que van mas alla de su cultura de origen. La fiesta
de la Divina Misericordia es un buen ejemplo. Viene de una
devocion que nacié en Polonia con la Hermana santa Faustina
Kowalska (1905-1938) canonizada en el 2000.

La devocion a la Divina Misericordia se celebra el Segun-
do Domingo de Pascua y durante todo el afio orando la Coroni-
lla de la Divina Misericordia. En latinoamerica se ha ido exten-
diendo esta devocion desde 1978 cuando fue aprobada por el
Papa Paulo VI. En todas partes se puede encontrar la imagen de
la Divina Misericordia, Jestis de pie con rayos rojos y blanco-
azules que brillan desde su corazon hacia el mundo. Lleva el
lema: Jesus, confio en ti.

La finalidad de esta devocion es recordar al pecador que la
misericordia de Dios es infinita e inagotable. Es una misericor-
dia que debemos imitar para que la paz pueda reinar en nuestros
corazones y en nuestra tierra.

—Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS CELEBRACIONES

Domingo: Segundo Domingo de Pascua
(Domingo de la Divina Misericordia);
Domingo de Pascua en el calendario juliano
Lunes: Santa Catalina de Siena
Martes: San Pio V
Miércoles: San José€ Obrero
Jueves: San Atanasio; Dia Nacional de Oracion;
Yom Ha-Shoa (Memorial del Holocausto)
Viernes:  San Felipe y Santiago; Primer viernes
Sabado:  Primer sabado
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LA MISA
La serie del Obispo Barrén en Espanol sigue con la
presentacion en La Misa. La serie de sies capitulos
presenta un analisis a fondo de la misa. Investiga
sus raices histéricas. El origen de las oraciones de-
clamaros durante las misa. Y en foca en la cosa
mas significante de la misa el eucaristia.
La serie comienza el Jueves, 22 de Mayo, a las 7:00
de la tarde en el Centro Marrén. Se puedo comuni-
carse con Xavier Olivo en [x01227@yahoo.com o

210-316-3250 con cualquiera duda.
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