
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a baptism please call  

508-753-5001 
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Couples planning to be married should 

contact the pastor at least a year in 
advance. A program of preparation is 

required for all couples planning to marry 
in the church. To schedule a wedding 

please call 508-753-5001. 
 

ILLNESS  
Arrangements can be made to have Holy 

Communion brought to those who are 
homebound due to illness, age, or 

impairment of any kind or to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Anointing and 

Reconciliation with them. Please call  
508-753-5001. 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
 

Rev. Msgr. F. Stephen Pedone, Pastor 
 fpedone@charter.net 
Gerald Montiverdi, Deacon 
Joan D’Argenis, Director of Religious Ed. 
 joan_dargenis@yahoo.com 
Maria Sciannameo, RCIA Director 
Michael Sacco, Joseph Sama - Finance 
Lisa Fenuccio, Administrative Assistant 
 lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Julia Tufano - Secretary 
David Soares, Parish Council Chair 
Edward Amorello, Property Committee 
 Chair 
Joan Venincasa, John DaSilva, 
 Sanghee Kim– Organists 
Josef Konkol—Choir Director 
Mary DiSilvestro, Sacristan 
John Oliver, Hospitality Ministry 
Patricia Solitro,  Safe Environment  
                Coordinator 

37 MASSASOIT ROAD, WORCESTER, MA 
Parish telephone: 508-753-5001 

Parish fax: 508-754-1537    Rectory:  508-304-9988  
Parish e-mail - clergy@ourladyofloreto.net  

or lisaolmc@gmail.com 
Parish Website:  www.mtcarmel.ws 

 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and  
Our Lady of Loreto Parish 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

DAILY MASS 
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

 
HOLY DAY MASSES 

Vigil: 6:00 p.m. 
Holyday: 7:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays from 3:00-3:45 
Or by appointment—please call 508-304-9988 to schedule. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 
To become a registered member of the 

parish, please call 508-753-5001 or  
register on-line at www.mtcarmel.ws. 

mailto:fpedone@charter.net
mailto:fpedone@charter.net
mailto:joan_dargenis@yahoo.com
mailto:lisaolmc@gmail.com
mailto:lisaolmc@gmail.com
mailto:clergy@ourladyofloreto.net
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http://www.mtcarmel.ws/
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A PRAYER IN TIME OF  
PANDEMIC  

 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore 
the weight of human suffering for our 
salvation, hear the prayers of your 
Church for our sick brothers and sisters 
and deliver us from this time of trial. 
Open our ears and our hearts to the 
voice of your Son: Be not afraid, for I 
am with you always. Bless all doctors 
and nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wis-
dom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, 
that we might gather once again to praise your name in the 
heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confi-
dent in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

PRAYER FOR ST. PADRE PIO OF  
PIETRELCINA BY POPE SAINT JOHN PAUL II 

 

“Teach us, we pray, humility of heart, so that we may be 
counted among the little ones of the Gospel to whom the 
Father promised to reveal the mysteries of His Kingdom. 
Help us to pray without ceasing, certain that God knows 
what we need even before we ask Him. Obtain for us the 
eyes of faith that will help us recognize in the poor and suf-
fering, the very face of Jesus. Sustain us in the hour of trou-
ble and trial and, if we fall, let us experience the joy of the 
sacrament of forgiveness. Grant us your tender devotion to 
Mary, mother of Jesus and our Mother. Accompany us on 
our earthly pilgrimage toward the blessed Homeland, where 
we too, hope to arrive to contemplate forever the Glory of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

 

Our Lady of Mt.  
Carmel and Our Lady of Loreto 

Parish 
PRAYER FOR PARISH 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

 

Lord God, You love us with an everlasting love, and 
You choose us to share Your love with others. We 
ask that You rekindle in our hearts a new spirit of 
faith, of prayer and of reconciliation. Inspire us to 
search out and find ways of bringing one another 
closer to You. We pray for all who form our parish 

community, that we remain faithful to Your teaching, 
that we remain steadfast in our prayer, both personal 
and communal, that together with You and the Holy 
Spirit, our parish may be renewed and transformed.  
All this we ask in the name of Jesus and through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Please cut out and pray daily. 

 
 
 
 

 
The Sacrament of First Communion 

 

We ask you to hold in your prayers our young people 
who are preparing to receive the sacrament of First 
Communion during the 10:30 am Mass on  

 

Sunday, September 20.  
This is an exciting time for these young people and for 

all of us as their Christian family. 
 

1st Communion  
Mateo Huaman  Carmen Lo Schiavo 
Olivia Lupafya   Ethan Garcia 
Aaron Garcia   Ariana Garcia 

Elizabeth Garcia 
 

First Penance will take place on  
Saturday, September 19 at 8:30 am. 

 

Our Lady’s  Annual 
Miraculous Medal Novena 

  

Our Novena continues on 
Tuesday nights at 7:00 PM  

ending on October 27th . 
 

A great opportunity for graces and the  
tremendous power of intercession of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness of our parish. 
 

This year’s speakers are: 
  

    Tuesday, Sept. 15 - 7:00 pm - Rev. John F. Madden  
    Tuesday, Sept. 22 - 7:00 pm-Rev. Frederick D. Fraini 
    Tuesday, Sept. 29-7:00 pm – Bishop Robert J.      
     McManus 
    Tuesday, Oct. 6 - 7:00 pm – Rev. Jonathan J.  
    Slavinskas 
    Tuesday, Oct. 13-7:00 pm-Deacon Paul Audette 
    Tuesday, Oct. 20 -7:00 pm-Msgr. Thomas J. Sullivan 
    Tuesday, Oct. 27-7:00 pm - Rev. Juan D. Echavarria 
 

Masks and social distancing 
will be required 

 

Please keep your booklet for the entire Novena 

ITALIAN CLASSES 
 

Italian classes are offered at the 
Parish Center starting September 
14, 2020.  For more information 
please visit worcesteritalian.com 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

We are still waiting for any decisions by the diocese 
regarding  our options for scheduling Religious Edu-
cation classes. We will keep everyone informed as 
soon as we have more information. At this time we 
have plans in place for both remote learning and face 
to face teaching.  
 

Once we have more information from the diocese we 
will  have a Zoom meeting in September inviting par-
ents, students, and guardians who are interested to 
join us in discussing the options that are available 
and work best for everyone. 
 

First Penance for the 2020 class will be on Saturday, 
September 19 at 8:30 a.m. 
 

First Communion for the 2020 class will be on Sun-
day, September 20 at 10:30 a.m. 
 

We are thinking of hosting a weekly Bible Study via 
Zoom for all those interested. If you are interested 
please email Joan D’Argenis 
at joan_dargenis@yahoo.com or call Lisa at 508-753
-5001. 

AERIAL ADVENTURE PARK:  
HIGH ROPES & ZIPLINE 

 

Saturday, September 26, 2020 
Boundless Adventures, Berlin MA  

 

We have been able to reschedule our Diocesan aerial ad-
venture outing that was originally scheduled in June. High 
School and Middle School youth are invited to join in for 
an afternoon at Boundless Adventures, an aerial adventure 
park in Berlin MA, on Saturday, September 26th. Discount-
ed tickets are available for our Diocesan group at a cost of 
$25/person (general park admission is $50). 

  

Registration Details To register, please contact Tim Mes-
senger at tmessenger@worcesterdiocese.org.  Registration 
deadline is Thursday, September 10th. Space is limited!  

  

If you have any questions, contact Tim Messenger 
at tmessenger@worcesterdiocese.org.  

VIRTUAL MIDDLE SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY 
MONTHLY SERIES FOR YOUTH IN 6-8TH 

GRADE 
BEGINS OCTOBER 18TH 

 

All middle school youth in 6-8th grade are invited to partici-
pate in the Diocesan Middle School Bible Study! Join us for 
an 8-part study as we take a closer look at Scripture, what it 
means, and why it is important for our lives. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about the Bible and how it all fits to-
gether, then this is the perfect opportunity for you! Our 
study will be broken up into 8 sessions that will be roughly 
45 minutes each. These sessions will take place on the third 
Sunday of the month beginning on October 18 at 6 pm . 
Over the course of the 8 sessions, we will discuss how to 
read and approach the Bible, the basic story from beginning 
to end, how to pray with Scripture through "lectio divina", 
and how the Bible connects to our lives. To sign up or for 
more information, go to neworcester.org/middle-school-
bible-study. 

The American Heritage Girls will be cleaning pews in 
the church on Saturday, September 19th at 10:00 a.m.  
Anyone willing to help out, please feel free to stop by.  

Thanks. 

 

Keep in mind: 
 

While we are happy to be back in the Church for Mass, there 
are many who are still choosing to wait before coming back.  
It is comforting to know that there are several stations on 
television where we can find a connection to our faith:   
 

       SPECTRUM/CHARTER: 
 Channel 193 in Worcester which televises from 
 St. Paul’s Cathedral,  
 EWTN (channel 18),  
 CATHOLIC TELEVISION (channel 101 from 
 Boston)   
 

All have wonderful programs and can also be accessed via 
the internet:  Mass, the Rosary, as well as other interesting 
programs.  Try them.   

 
NOTE: 
If you do not have Spectrum/Charter as your cable pro-
vider, call your provider and ask what channels televise 
EWTN and CATHOLIC TELEVISION.  

How about making a Cursillo weekend? 
   

Cursillo or “short course in Christianity”,  involves orga-
nized talks, discussions, and witness presentations of the 
participants own lives, struggles and triumphs in Christ.  
Weekends are held at the Immaculate Conception Spiritual 
Renewal Center in Putnam, CT. 
   

2020:   Women’s:  October 22-25 (tentative) 
 

For more information,  Elizabeth Santley @ 508-304-8871 
or esantley@yahoo.com.  Information on Cursillo as well 
as Applications are available in the vestibule if the church. 

VIRTUAL TRIVIA AND THEOLOGY FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL YOUTH 

 

All high school youth are invited to join us for a new month-
ly virtual youth ministry series called Trivia & Theology! 
Join us on the first Sunday of the month beginning on Octo-
ber 4 from 7-8 pm as we discuss various difficult questions 
and issues related to our Catholic faith and how the Church 
answers those questions. To sign up or for more information, 
go to neworcester.org/trivia-and-theology. 

mailto:joan_dargenis@yahoo.com
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Financial Stewardship  
          For the week ending September 6, 2020 

 

Income  
 

Offertory:  
     Week-End                                  $3,176.00 
     Mail                                             2,508.00 
     On-Line Giving                              651.80 
     Maintenance                                    354.00 
     Catholic Schools                               47.00 
     Assumption                                       27.00 
     World Missions                                 10.00 
               Total Offertory                                         $6,773.80    
Transfer from Savings                                            35,000.00 
Parking Revenue                                                          135.00 
Donations                                                                     121.00 
Candles                                                                           44.00 
Sanctuary Lamp                                                             40.00 
Mass Stipends                                                                10.00 
       Total                                                               $42,123.80 
 

Expenses: 
Music: 
     Organists                                               $875.00 
     Cantors                                                    440.00 
          Total Cost of Music                                                $1,315.00 
Legal Fees                                                                         35,000.00 
Salaries & Wages                                                               5,797.00 
Rectory—Food & Household                                                963.78 
Funeral Stipends                                                                    570.00 
Repairs and Maintenance                                                      375.00 
Employee Benefits                                                                156.84 
Supplies                                                                                 153.86  
Mass Stipends                                                                        150.00 

          Total                                                            $44,481.48 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT HOMESCHOOLING?  
 
Given the closure of some our Catholic schools, and the 
uncertainty of what public schools may look like come Sep-
tember, you may be considering homeschooling for the first 
time. When I first considered homeschooling, I was blessed 
with others explaining to me all the different options availa-
ble. Perhaps you don’t know anyone who homeschools. 
Feel free to call me, Alessandra, at 508-754-4588, to ask 
questions; I’d be happy to speak with you. It’s certainly doa-
ble, and no, you don’t have to come from a teaching back-
ground. Just a willing heart and love of your unique child!   
You can also visit https://sites.google.com/view/
homeschooling-in-worcester-ma/home 

GOLDEN YEARS CLUB 
 

We are trying to see if there would be in interest in current members of the Mount Carmel Golden Years Club re-
suming their Tuesdays meetings.  There would be, of course, some changes so that we could meet and still re-
main safe and follow the guidelines regarding social distancing and the wearing of masks and or face coverings.  If 
you would be interested please contact June Carelli at 508-752-0337 or Leona Mazzamaurro at 508-852-4375. 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY  
APPEAL 

 

The 2020 Diocesan Appeal has come to 
a close. 

 

This year our parish raised 94% of our goal: 
$47,265.20 

 

Any donations received after Sept. 1st will be credited 
toward the 2021 appeal. 
 

Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity 
toward this worthwhile appeal.  This year has been es-
pecially hard on both the people who benefit from your 
gifts as well as all of you who have donated to this wor-
thy cause. 

Thank You! 

 

    Season of Creation—     
September 1 - October 4  

                                                  
 

During this year’s Season of Creation, Catholic Climate 
Covenant is pleased to host a five-part webinar series, “On 
the Common Good & Our Common Home,” for U.S. 
Catholics to: 
Understand how Catholic social teaching (CST) and crea-
tion care are essential to the fullness of faith and the 
Church’s mission; 
Facilitate courageous conversations about climate change 
and Catholic civic participation; 
Apply Catholic Social Teaching, including creation care, to 
form one’s conscience ahead of the 2020 elections. 
Webinar #1:  Thursday, September 10, 3:00-4:00 PM 
EST 
The first webinar of the series is “Catholic Social Teaching, 
Politics, and the Fullness of Faith.“  
Register for Catholic Social Teaching, Politics, and the 
Fullness of Faith webinar here: REGISTER for WEBI-
NAR #1 

 

Webinar #2: Monday, September 14
th

, 3:00-4:00 PM EST 
The second webinar in the series, “Climate Change, Our 
Faith Values, and 2020”, 
Register for Climate Change, Our Faith Values, and 
2020 here: REGISTER for WEBINAR #2 
Stay tuned for more information on webinars 3-
5! Details coming soon and vis-
it www.CatholicClimateCovenant.org for the latest. When 
you register for the first webinar, you will automatically re-
ceive more details on the other webinars in the series as 
they are announced. 

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjktuAyEQBU8zswM1TfNbzCKO7RPkAnwaOzIx0Qxe-PZGqtXTk6rK5pRGR-vvhoAAARyi8aCkkmd1wgvR5dvB-USoF4Laen48-2CZ-99631wsXgc2gTO4nNhBTTEjgTMYgN3atvsY_8eivxa8TgrX-GpDHrFNYjpk329z_ynK1IjKCjZGC7KURFK-CEOmgEZf2ML8kcmBplVoz05Q1SgipyKSjTmg19p
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjktuAyEQBU8zswM1TfNbzCKO7RPkAnwaOzIx0Qxe-PZGqtXTk6rK5pRGR-vvhoAAARyi8aCkkmd1wgvR5dvB-USoF4Laen48-2CZ-99631wsXgc2gTO4nNhBTTEjgTMYgN3atvsY_8eivxa8TgrX-GpDHrFNYjpk329z_ynK1IjKCjZGC7KURFK-CEOmgEZf2ML8kcmBplVoz05Q1SgipyKSjTmg19p
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjkFuwyAQRU9j70AwjD2w8KJpkhP0AgMMSRUaKpsscvsgvdXXf9LLG1kHhPPvBgaMCYYAFm-stvpsT3BBvHyTOZ8Q3ISm1JYez9ZFp_Y337fgQhx2prJ4ElqIvRjLmGAlI9bPdbv3_n9M7muC6yBL4Vft-uA64Hjott_G_oMlFhGxylNkhclaFZ31ChyHyGRikDR-uKSAxFk5L6SwOFAsMau4cgrgnVu
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjkFuwyAQRU9j70AwjD2w8KJpkhP0AgMMSRUaKpsscvsgvdXXf9LLG1kHhPPvBgaMCYYAFm-stvpsT3BBvHyTOZ8Q3ISm1JYez9ZFp_Y337fgQhx2prJ4ElqIvRjLmGAlI9bPdbv3_n9M7muC6yBL4Vft-uA64Hjott_G_oMlFhGxylNkhclaFZ31ChyHyGRikDR-uKSAxFk5L6SwOFAsMau4cgrgnVu
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjjFuAyEQAF_j60CwuxxQXBHHzgvygWUBOzIx0R0u_PsgTTWaYvLmLYKn5WcDA8ZE4wFcMFZbfbFnuBJdP725nAnwRKa2Lo9nH0VL_13uWwkQsjBnzAEipLq6BIaFQsHKXJa23cf4O074cYKvSS6VX23og9uE06H7fpv-m8XWjBiUgyiKXDWKfUzKIVkoTmiVODtyEslzVhiKV1QRFJeUVVpZIgTEVcK
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjjFuAyEQAF_j60CwuxxQXBHHzgvygWUBOzIx0R0u_PsgTTWaYvLmLYKn5WcDA8ZE4wFcMFZbfbFnuBJdP725nAnwRKa2Lo9nH0VL_13uWwkQsjBnzAEipLq6BIaFQsHKXJa23cf4O074cYKvSS6VX23og9uE06H7fpv-m8XWjBiUgyiKXDWKfUzKIVkoTmiVODtyEslzVhiKV1QRFJeUVVpZIgTEVcK
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNjjFuAyEQAF_j60CwuxxQXBHHzgvygQUWOzIx0R0u_PsgTTWaYsrmLYKn5WcDA8ZE4wFcMFZbfbFnuBJdP725nAnwRKa2nh_PPkTn_rvct-iZUhVYnSBnKZADmGpSqbGmYv3StvsYf8cJP07wNSlS-dWGPrhNOB2677fpv2MOxa0-qgDIilBYhVSDcmvG4JxNhml25HIkz0VhEK-oIiiWVFRaOUcIiGs
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwNzUsOgyAQANDT6JLMjPhbsKho76EwVVNkGkJrvH1N3v5502JFrS53Q0AAPbREdQeoUI040KT1ZFsYB01VoeEVxL2jZFZOjnIzjWeHjOChb7qlXtD3jvuuQWqg1k6XwWw5f4rqUdDzdp6nsnPeJOzOhv2YM1v5cZxjVpLWMhkXOK3XXck3hdlfcpeJs6jI-Q8acTUI
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Saturday, September 12, 2020—4:00 p.m. 
Lucy R. DiLeo (15th Anniversary) by Family 
Carmelo and Maria Carmela Nasitano and Albert C.  
 Nasitano by Family 
Adolf Ortiz Jr. (Birthday Remembrance) by the Ortiz  
 Family 
Maria Lilette Vasquez (Birthday Remembrance) by  
 the Ortiz Family 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2020—8:00 a.m. 
Lucia and Mario Del Rosso by Ersilia Viapiano 
Karen E. Sherback by  Family 
Anne Chionchio-Porcaro by Parents 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2020—10:30 a.m. 
Howard Carney (10th Anniversary) by Family 
Dan Marin by Michael and Family 
Deceased Members of the Campomizzi Family 
Palma Arcuri (2nd Anniversary) by Family 
Henry C. Martin Sr. (33rd Anniversary), Monsignor   
 Rocco Piccolomini (5th Anniversary) and 
 Marion I. Papetti (First Anniversary) by  
 Michael C. Martin 
 

Monday, September 14, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
The Sick of the Parish 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
The Souls in Purgatory 
 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
Mary and Rocco Vizzo by Family 
 

Thursday, September 17, 2020—7:00 a.m. 
Parishioners Intentions 
 

Saturday, September 19, 2020—4:00 p.m. 
Adolfo Ortiz Jr. and Felipe Magpily by the Ortiz  
 Family 
Berardino Sasso (Month’s Mind) by Wife and  
 Children 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2020—8:00 a.m. 
The People of the Parish 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2020—10:30 a.m. 
All First Communion Children and their Families 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Please pray for the sick of our parish:  Francis Caf-
fone, Susan Stomski, Donna Grasseschi, Lori Black-
well, Carmella Szklarz, Matteo Fiore, Patrick Loconto, 
Frank “Butch” Rano,  Vincent Pusateri, Sylvia 
Pusateri, Thelma Ortiz, Cynthia Pedone, Roland Di-
onne, Louis Naple, Sue Cozzolino, Anthony DeAnge-
lis, Anthony &  Paul Locantore,, Ann Servidio, Eleanor 
Gallo, Maria Dziczek, Joseph Vancelette, Vinny 
Tiscione, Madelyn Martin, Anthony Paldino, Ann Marie 
Verdolino, Emma Taubert, Charlene Swalec, Irene 
Bastardo, Lorrie Tufano, Riccardo & Silvia Cazzaniga, 
Marty DeMango, Maxwell Mitchell, Lynn Wagner and 
Carol Youngstrom.   May the Lord give them strength, 
courage and healing. 

 

THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY LAMPS  
ARE DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF: 

 

Mildred Stapor  
by daughter, Barbara 

 

Joe Bellino 
by Mary DiSilvestro 

 
 

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS 
 

Do you know of a girl aged 5-18 drawn to Christ-centered 
scouting? Come explore American Heritage Girls (AHG)! 
AHG Troop 0716, located at Our Lady of Loreto, 33 Massa-
soit Road in Worcester is hosting an “Ice Cream 
Truck” socially distant social and registration night on Sep-
tember 8 from 5:00-6:30 (out of doors, weather permit-
ting). Come learn more about the programs which celebrate 
the hearts and lives of girls and how her gifts, talents and 
abilities can lead her and others to a closer relationship to 
Christ. Please contact Lynn Minasian-Somers, Troop Coor-
dinator for more information (508) 393-8642.  

Banns of Marriage 
 

Anthony Fusaro 
& 

Megan Oslowski 

Ninth Annual Novena to St. Joseph 
 

When: Consecutive Mondays beginning September 14
 from 7:15 to 8 PM. 
Place:  Christ the King Parish 
Speakers:  Sept. 14: Msgr. Thomas Sullivan 
     Sept. 21: Msgr. Stephen Pedone 
     Sept. 28: Bishop Robert J. McManus 
                 Oct. 5:     Fr. Steohen Gemme 
                 Oct. 12:   Fr. John Gavin 
                 Oct. 19:   Msgr. Peter Beaulieu 
                 Oct. 26:   Catherine Pimley 
                 Nov. 2:     “Jo” Massarelli 
                 Nov. 9:    Msgr. Thomas Sullivan 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and growða day at a time. 
 

Sunday, Sep 13, 2020 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Share the wealth 

Jesus tells the parable of the servant forgiven his large debt who then refuses to forgive a small debt owed him. How could we not forgive 
others, when God has forgiven us so much? Someone always raises the objection that you can’t let someone who kicked you once have 
another go at it. But that is not what Jesus is asking us to do. He’s not asking us to be fools. He’s reminding us we’re all deep in the red 
with a debt we can’t possibly repay. Be grateful we don’t have to. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Sirach 27:30ð28:7; Romans 14:7-9; Matthew 18:21-35 (130). ñóShould you not have had pity on your fellow 
servant, as I had pity on you?ôò 

Monday, Sep 14, 2020 
FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
Cross purposes 
It might seem strange to non-believers that the instrument of our savior’s torture and execution is the symbol of our faith. But believers 
know that the cross represents Christ’s defeat of death; the symbol is one of triumph. The entrance antiphon for the Feast of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross is: "We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he is our salvation, our life and our resurrection: through 
him we are saved and made free.” Reflect on how the crosses you’ve borne in your own life have also led to freedom. 

TODAY'S READINGS: Numbers 21:4b-9; Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 (638). ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.ò 

Tuesday, Sep 15, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS 
Pray for us, Mother of God 
Yesterday was the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Today, in connection, we remember Mary as Our Lady of Sorrows. Many 
saints and poets have tried to convey the weight of Mary’s pain. But it’s Romanos the Melodist who, in the 500s, wrote the “Hymn of Mary 
at the Cross.” In it, Jesus reveals to his mother the redemptive power of his suffering—plus, her role as our intercessor. He says: “Run, 
Mother, announce to all that ‘By suffering he strikes the one who hates Adam, and as victor he is coming.’” How can Our Mother pray for 
you today? 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27-31a (444); John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 (639). ñBehold, your mother.ò 
Wednesday, Sep 16, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF CORNELIUS, POPE, AND CYPRIAN, BISHOP, MARTYRS 
Let compassion prevail 
The third century was a terrible time of persecution for Christians, some of whom had either to deny their faith or face death. Some rather 
understandably denied the faith in order to survive, but when persecutions lifted, asked to return. Their desire for reconciliation caused an 
uproar. Pope Cornelius faced strong challenges because he believed they should be allowed to return after a period of penance. His friend 
and brother bishop, the learned Cyprian, sided with him in this decision. Their compassionate response prevailed. Both men ended up 
giving their lives for the faith as Cornelius died in exile in 253 and Cyprian was martyred under the Emperor Valerian in 258. Follow the 
lead of these two early Christians and let compassion have the last word. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 12:31ð13:13; Luke 7:31-35 (445). ñLove does not brood over injury.ò 
Thursday, Sep 17, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF ROBERT BELLARMINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Live in peace to rest in peace 
Today is the Memorial of Saint Robert Bellarmine, a Jesuit theologian and doctor of the church. His scholarly work inserted him into a 
number of the controversies of his day (late 1500s to early 1600s). One of his many works still in publication is The Art of Dying Well, 
whose advice starts with the concept that dying well (in peace, connected to God) depends on living well. Take a cue from this brilliant 
saint and contemplate whether you need to make changes to be living well by Christian standards. It’s never too late to get right with God. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 7:36-50 (446). ñBut he said to the woman, óYour faith has saved you; go in 
peace.ôò 

Friday, Sep 18, 2020 
Holy honey! 
We don’t often think about snacks in the Bible, but surprisingly they’re there! While there were likely no cake pops or ice cream in the 
kitchens of our matriarchs and patriarchs in faith, they still had a sweet tooth—especially for honey! Do an online search of the Bible and 
read through more than 60 references to honey. Honey has become a symbol of God who can satisfy us with a most pure, joyful sweet-
ness. The Jewish celebration of Rosh Hashana recalls the significance of honey, especially remembering how God cared for the Israelites 
in the desert by feeding them manna, which tasted like “wafers made with honey.” On this first day of Rosh Hashana, let us, with our Jew-
ish friends, wish one another a good, sweet year ahead, trusting in the providence of God. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 8:1-3 (447).  ñAccompanying Jesus were the Twelve and some women . . . and 
many others who provided for them out of their resources.ò 

Saturday, Sep 19, 2020 
MEMORIAL OF JANUARIUS, BISHOP, MARTYR 
Relate to the world’s suffering 
Reading the gruesome details of tortures like that of fourth-century Januarius, martyred by Emperor Diocletian in 305, may make their suf-
fering seem far removed from our daily experience. But it’s not a huge leap to consider more ordinary sufferings today: of the unemployed, 
the victims of racial hatred, trafficking, disease, or addiction. In the doctrine of the Mystical Body, all suffering is given meaning by Christ’s. 
His Passion means that no one agonizes in vain, that all is redeemed. Consider a gift of financial support to an organization like Catholic 
Charities, which helps alleviate the suffering of the refugee, the hungry, the trafficked person. 

TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49; Luke 8:4-15 (448). ñSome fell into good soil and . . . produced a hundredfold.ò 
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