Saint Mary Catholic Church
32 1% st. NE
Winnebago, Minnesota

Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Church
214 S. Holland
Blue Earth, Minnesota

Pastor: Rev. Peter Klein
Administrative Assistant: Pat Boettcher; Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Angie Nagel & Pat Salic
Maintenance: Duane Rorman (SS Peter & Paul)
Office: 214 S. Holland, Blue Earth 56013; 507-526-5626 — Website: www.sspeterpaulmary.org
Office hours: Mon., 8a.m. — 1 p.m., Tues., 8 a.m. —noon, Wed., 9 a.m. — 1p.m., Thurs., 8:00 — noon.

Sunday, Dec. 23", 2018 — 4" Sunday of Advent

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:15 p.m., SS. Peter & Paul
Sunday, 8:00 a.m., St. Mary

Sunday, 10:00 a.m., SS. Peter & Paul

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Tuesday, 8:30 a.m., St. Mary

Wednesday, 7:30 a.m., SS. Peter & Paul
Thursday, 10:00 a.m., St Luke’s, Blue Earth
Friday, 8:30 a.m., SS. Peter & Paul (1* Friday
Mass is followed by Holy Hour)

Please check page 3 of bulletin for any

changes to the schedule

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00 — 5:00 p.m., SS. Peter & Paul
Sunday, 7:15 — 7:45 a.m., St. Mary

Sacrament of Baptism
Arrangements are made by contacting the pastor in
advance of the date.

Sacrament of Marriage
Arrangements for preparation & the date are made by
contacting the pastor at least 6 months before.

Pastoral Care of the Elderly/Sick
Please contact the pastor when someone is hospitalized or
homebound.

Prayer Network

Anyone wishing to have the prayerful support of our
parish community may relay your prayer request to Ruth
Kastner (943-3478) or Jeanette Verdoorn (526-2333) to
initiate the calling tree.

For prayers requests for St. Mary's, call Mary Franta
(893-4326) or Chris Rockers (893-3729).

Faith Formation

We have resources & activities for growth & formation of
faith in all members of all ages. For our young people, we
have programs & youth ministries coordinated by Angie
Nagel at SS. Peter & Paul (526-5626) & Pat Salic at St.
Mary (236-2195).

Joining or Returning to the Catholic Church

The rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process for adults to become members of the Catholic
Church. For additional information, please contact the
pastor.

To rent the Social Hall of SS Peter & Paul
To schedule activities/events, please contact Pat
Boettcher(526-5626)

Bulletin notices Contact Pat by Wednesday afternoon at
the office (patsspp@bevcomm.net) or by phone (526-
5626).



http://www.sspeterpaulmary.org/
mailto:patsspp@bevcomm.net

PASTOR’S PARISHABLES

One of our favorite Christmas presents is the presence
of sons & daughters of the parish who’ve moved on to
other places but come home for Christmas. Parents &
grandparents welcome home their kids who are grown &
maybe starting families of their own as they come back to
where they started. We in the parishes too welcome home
those same grown kids who once had a regular place at the
table but now live elsewhere. And of course there are
some members of our parish family, just as in your
immediate family, who live nearby but are not so familiar
at the table. All have their reasons. It gives us all great joy
in St. Mary’s & SS Peter & Paul to say welcome back, &
welcome home, to all at Christmas.

Christmas is one of those times—Ilike weddings &
funerals—that draw us together. Some return from nearby
& some from a distance. All of us who come home for
Christmas feel a little bit of that original goodness that,
Eden-like, lifts our spirits. We always work to strengthen
those ties that bind us as family. The spirit & grace of
Christmas is certainly one of those strengtheners. It’s hard
to resist. We do recognize the forces that weaken our
solidarity & unity. We renew our commitment to
overcome those forces & foster unity instead. Sometimes
all it takes is doing what comes naturally—Ilike enjoying
one another’s company when we are together. And
sometimes it takes some seed sowing, as the Peace Prayer
says, “Where there is hatred let me sow love; where there
is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy.”

Oh, earth, you’re too wonderful for anybody to realize
you.” That’s what Emily said during a disappointing visit
back to this life from the afterlife, after she had died. Last
Sunday—*“Rejoice Sunday” (Gaudete Sunday)—inspired
memories of Emily & Grovers Corners & all that we miss
in this life, according to the play Our Town by Thornton
Wilder. So what brought that to mind??

On the 3™ Sunday of Advent, the Church traditionally
focuses on joy, including God'’s joy, because of us: “God
will rejoice over you with gladness” & “sing joyfully
because of you.” In the same vein & spirit, the psalm
implored “Cry out with joy & gladness” & declared,
“With joy you will draw water at the fountain of
salvation.” St. Paul called for joy too: “Rejoice in the Lord
always. | shall say it again: rejoice!”

It was this call to joy that brought Emily to Mass last
Sunday. At a glance, it might seem like an odd story for
Rejoice Sunday: The 3" & last act of Our Town is set in
the town’s cemetery of all places, where the dead are
discussing life. Here’s a synopsis of the whole story: Act 1
is set on a street & front yard & inside a couple of homes
in town. It talks about the typical goings on in small town

life, mentioning a birth, daily chores, kids getting up &
going to school, choir practice, a little gossip, walks in the
evening; & introduces a girl named Emily & her family &
a neighbor named George & his family. Act 2 is several
years later. The 2 who were kids & neighbors in act 1 are
now getting married. Act 3 is very unusual. It's set in the
cemetery that overlooks the town, a few years later. Emily
has died, at age 26, giving birth to a second child.
Throughout the play, the stage manager comes & goes,
speaking with the audience & sometimes even with the
actors.

In this somber setting, things are said in the play that
ring very true of life, exposing the forces that undermine
our joy. At one point, the stage manager & the deceased
(still aware of things in the world) are musing about life
until interrupted by the arrival of Emily’s funeral
procession. In the cemetery she is greeted by the others &
as they converse, Emily asks if she can return to earth just
"one last time." The dead alongside her warn against such
an adventure. Finally, though, she is granted her wish.

The day she picks to re-live is her 12" birthday. What's
different about it is that she is both re-living it but also
observing it from the point of view of death & eternity.
And so the scene suddenly becomes breakfast morning on
Emily’s 12" birthday. In their little kitchen, mother &
father are busy being busy: doing, cooking, chatting, but
unable to hear Emily's lament when she realizes how the
living live so very unaware of so much: "I can't bear it,”
she says. “They're so beautiful [& life is so rich]. Mom,
I'm here. I'm grown up. | love you all, everything. | can't
look at everything hard enough ...!"

With this sad experience, Emily turns to the stage mana-
ger in tears: "l can't. | can't go on. It all goes so fast. We
don't have time to look at one another." She breaks down
sobbing, then continues, “I didn 't realize. So all that was
going on & we never noticed. Take me back—up the hill—
to my grave. But first: Wait! One more look. Good-bye,
good-bye, world. Good-bye, Grover’s Corners, Mom &
Dad. Good-bye to clocks ticking & Mom’s sunflowers.
And food & coffee. And new-ironed dresses & hot baths ...
& sleeping & waking up. Oh, earth, you re too wonderful
for anybody to realize you.” Then, to the stage manager
she says, “Do any human beings ever realize life while
they live it?—every, every minute?”” He answers, “No. The
saints & poets, maybe—they do some.”

What would Emily see & say if she visited our town, our

parish, my house? Kate gets my Connection/Insight Award of the
Week: She told me after Mass that Our Town was performed by char-acters
in Wonder, the 2017 comedy-drama movie telling the “incredibly inspiring
& heartwarming story of August Pullman, a boy with facial dif-ferences.” I
will watch it & say more soon; or you should & tell me about it.

The new pictorial directory, long awaited, is most wel-
come & we are so grateful to Mary Warner & Mary Fran-
ta for driving & coordinating this. Also to all who helped.




Mass Schedule - BE=SS Peter & Paul, W=St. Mary’s

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Mon/BE 4:00 PM — Norbert & Helen Bleess &
/W 7:00PM — Maurice & Audrey Slama

/BE 10:00PM — Ethan Rorman
Tue. /BE 8:30 AM — Deceased of the Wolff Family®
Wed/BE 7:30 AM — No Mass

Thur. BE — St. Luke’s 10:00AM - Leo Killion &

Fri./BE 8:30AM — No Mass

Sat./BE 5:15PM — Lonnie Trasamar
Sun./W 8:00AM — Robert Staloch %
Sun./BE 10:00AM - Jim & Lucy Dols &

NEXT WEEK’S MINISTRY SCHEDULE:
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSR
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Mon., Dec. 24: Servers: Nick Frundt

SSPP 4:00 PM Joe Frundt

Ministers of Communion: Angie Frundt/Lorraine Hassing

Barb Prescher/Becky Spencer/Jason Spencer

Gift Bearers: Children

Mon., Dec. 24: Servers: Emma Dahl
St. Mary’s 7:00PM

Ministers of Communion: Joyce Eastvold
Jerome Behnke/Sue Behnke

Gift Bearers: Dick & Joanne Maday

Ushers: Mike Findley & Rich Findley

Mon., Dec. 24: Servers: Jocelyn Johnson
SSPP 10:00PM Logan Johnson
Ministers of Communion: Gary Armon

Mary Warner/Steve Geerdes

Gift Bearers: Dennis & Mary Warner

Tues., Dec. 25: Servers: Jack Frundt
SSPP 8:30AM
Ministers of Communion: 3 Volunteers

Gift Bearers: Ushers

Sat., Dec. 29: Servers: Seth Stevermer

SSPP Mitchell Stevermer
Ministers of Communion: Bill Hamlin/Andre Hamlin
Ann Kehr/Jason Spencer/Mary Uppena

Gift Bearers: Ted & Gwen Armon family

Ushers: Bob Spencer Group

Sun., Dec. 30: Servers: Jack Hardy

St. Mary’s Jacob Stensland
Ministers of Communion: Len Sonnek

Rich Findley/Mark Franta

Gift Bearers: Chuck & Sara Murry

Ushers: Doug Klocek/Rick Mauris

Sun., Dec. 30: Servers: Luke Carr

SSPP Marie Carr

Ministers of Communion: Mary Eckhardt/Margaret Haag
Shawn Hassing/Vitres Samek/Joe Tempel

Gift Bearers: Shawn & Sue Hassing

Ushers: Shawn Hassing Group

Mon., Jan 1 Solemnity of Mary

St. Mary’s - 9AM Server: Noah Dahl
Ministers of Communion: Gerald Scovil
Pat Salic/Karen Hernandez

Gift Bearers: Mark & Chris Rockers
Ushers: Dick Kortuem & Dick Maday

Dec 30th-KC Family Rosary @ St Mary's before 8am Mass
January 8th- KC Officers meeting 6:30pm with regular meeting
to follow.

January 19th-KC Steak Fry @ BE Legion 5-7:30pm.

January 27th-KC Rosary before 10am Mass.

January 27th-Pro-Life Breakfast @ SSPP 9am to 12 noon.

The Guitar Group will provide Christmas music at SSPP
from 9:30-10PM on Christmas Eve.

WANTED: HELP bringing up from the basement and
bring down from the choir loft Christmas decorations after
mass on Sunday, December 23. We also need help that same
day at 1:30 p.m.(after our youth are done practicing for the
Christmas Program) to actually decorate the church. Thanks
in advance for helping at this very busy time of year. We
appreciate it so much.

Advent Options Pregnancy Baby Shower for Jesus: SS
Peter & Paul will be collecting items for the Fairmont
Options Pregnancy Center during Advent. Some of the items
needed at this time are: Sleepers — size 0-3 months and 3-6
months for boys and girls, hooded bath towels, receiving
blankets for boys and girls, Avent bottles, sleep sacks, and
small packs of unscented wipes. Please put your items in
the cradle at the church entrance.

Adult Education: Our life can end without any notice and
nothing is more certain than death. Are you prepared? I don’t
mean having the funeral arrangement made and a plot in the
cemetery of your choice. Are you ready to meet our Lord?
Did you know the Catholic Church teaches there are two
judgments, the particular judgment and the final judgment?
We will be doing a 5 week study on the book and DVD titled
“The Four Last Things: Death Judgment, Heaven or Hell”
written by Fr. Wade Menezes, CPM. Every week we will
watch a portion of the DVD (about 30 min.) and there will be
time afterwards for discussion and questions. The book is not
essential when attending this class, but it does give you all
the information on the subject that will be covered weekly in
the DVD. We will meet on Thursdays — Jan. 24 & 31, Feb.
14, 21 & 28 from 1-2pm. If you are interested in attending,
please call Lola Schultz at 526-4492. If you want a book
ordered, please call Pat at the rectory — 526-5626.

Sacrificial Giving, SS Peter & Paul: 12/15& 16/18/2018:
Adult/Plate giving needed weekly:  $4,292.00
Adult/Plate giving last week: $5,014.25
Adult/Plate giving needed yr-to-date: $107,300.00
Adult/Plate giving fiscal yr-to-date:  $94,408.15

Sacrificial Giving, St. Mary: 12/16/2018:
Adult/Plate giving needed weekly:  $1,057.00
Adult/Plate giving last week: $2,324.78
Adult/Plate giving needed yr-to-date: $26,425.00
Adult/Plate giving fiscal yr-to-date: ~ $32,764.75




FAITH FORMATION/YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Angie Nagel - 526-5626 (office) - 526-3485 (home) - 507-276-5114 (cell), angieyouthministry@bevcomm.net

DECEMBER CALENDAR

23 Christmas Program Practice,
Lunch and a Movie! -- 11AM-2PM

24  Christmas Program -- 4:00PM
Joyful Noise Choir sings!

JANUARY CALENDAR

Classes for Grades K-10
My Space -- 5-6:15PM
Retreat Team Meeting -- 7:45PM
5-6 Retreat Team at Camp Omega!
9 Classes for Grades K-10
1st Reconciliation Faith Sharing Centers
My Space -- 5-6:15PM
12 Sacrament of First Reconciliation -- 10AM
13 Coffee & Donuts hosted by Grade 7
16 Classes for Grades K-10
My Space -- 5-6:15PM
23 Classes for Grades K-9
My Space -- 5-6:15PM
Gr. 10 -- Conf. Faith Sharing Centers
30 Classes for Grades K-10
My Space -- 5-6:15PM

Retreat Team looking for
members!

All Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors AND Graduates
are invited to be a part of our parish Retreat Team. We
will travel to Camp Omega in Waterville on January 5-6
to lead a retreat for youth in Grades 9 and 10 from
Owatonna. If you would like to be a part of the team,
please call or text Angie! New members are always
welcomel!!

Joyful Noise Choir!
Joyful Noise Choir will be providing music for
the Children's Christmas Eve Program and
Mass. All are invited to join us!

- Monday, December 24th, 4:00PM
Program and Mass -- Practice at 3:00PM.

Dragonfly Project

On Wednesday, December 19th, Julie and Pete Bonde
came to share their powerful story with our 6th-10th
graders. They lost an 11 year old son named Hans, to
brain cancer. The turning point in Julie's tremendous

grief was receiving a card, a story and a dragonfly
keychain in the mail several months after Hans' death.
Julie and Pete are now very active in the Dragonfly
Project, an organization that offers a message of hope to
those who are grieving. Our kids assembled keychains,
packaged the keychains, folded cards, and put the
mailings together. They put together an amazing 1,250
cards! Our young people clearly embraced Julie and
Pete's story and worked so hard to help this incredible
organization. If you'd like more information on the
Dragonfly Project, check out their website at
www.dragonflyproject.org.

Christmas Eve Children's Program

Monday, December 24th -- 4PM in
Church

There are parts for all children and youth, Preschool
through Grade 12

Preschool -- Bell Ringers

Grades K-3 -- Singers

Grades 3-5 -- Speaking Parts & Singers

Grades 6-12 -- Choir for Mass, Help with Children's
Program

Christmas Program Practice

All children & youth who will be involved in the

program need to attend the practice on Sunday,
December 23rd at 11:00AM.
Christmas Program

All children and youth need to be in the Church Social
Hall at 3:30PM to get ready for the program.

Christmas Program Practice,

Dinner and A Movie!

Get this on your December calendar!!

Who: All children & youth involved in the
Christmas Program

When: Sunday, December 23rd

Time: 11AM (right after Mass) - 2:00PM
Schedule:

11AM -- Practice for the Christmas Program
Noon -- Lunch in the Social Hall

12:30 - 2PM -- Movie on the Big TV!

Parents -- Enjoy a few hours without the kids to get
that last minute Christmas planning done!

Youth -- We could really use your help with this
event! If you are interested in helping, please let
me know!
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