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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
August 15, 2021 

 

 

Stewardship Moment 
 

The Assumption of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

ñAnd Mary said, ñMy soul proclaims 
the greatness of the Lord; my spirit 
rejoices in God my savior.ò  

~ Luke 1: 46 
 

After Jesus, we look to Mary as our 
model of stewardship. Her entire life 
was lived in obedience to Godôs will. 
Just as the moon reflects the light of 
the sun, Mary reflects the light of 
Christ. Like Mary, we too are called to 
reflect Christ to the world. We do this 
by living grateful and generous lives. 
We do this by putting otherôs needs 
before our wants. 

 

Phoneé....701-235-5757        

Faxééé701-235-0764 

Webé..www.stsaaj.org  

Email.....stsaaj@stsaaj.org         
 

Mass Schedule: 
Monday - Friday:  7:00 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. 

Saturday:  8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Anticipatory) 

Sunday:   8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 

                12:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Monday-Friday:   6:30-6:55 a.m. and 

                             11:40-12:05 p.m.  

Tuesday:   6:30-8:00 p.m.  

Saturday:  8:00-8:25 a.m. and 4:00-4:50 p.m. 

By appointment if needed.    
 

See page 2 for additional contact information 

Contact Information  
and Mass Times 



 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the church for scheduling.  
Attendance at a baptism class should be within the last two months 
before the birth of the child.  You must be a registered member of the 
parish.  Parents are required to attend a class for each child. 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Visit our website to view our wedding policy 
for details on marriage preparation and wedding details.  Our wedding 
coordinator at the parish office must be contacted at least seven months 
in advance of a wedding date. 

Communion to Shut-ins:  Please call the office to receive communion 
or a pastoral visit for the homebound. 

Anointing of the Sick:  Anyone having surgery or wishing to receive 
this sacrament is asked to call either the office or the rectory.  Please 
notify the pastor upon admission of a family member to the hospital. 

Parish Nurse Ministry:  Our parish nurses give spiritual support, 
answer medical questions, provide referrals and make home visits to 
bring communion to the sick and homebound.   
 

Please call Kris Hintz, parish nurse at 701-730-2909. 

 

Adoration Hours:  7:30 a.m. Monday to 7 a.m. Friday.  Please call the 
parish office to schedule a time to adore.  Holiday hours: See front page. 
 

Adorers Needed:   See page 5 
                     

Prayer Chain:  Please email prayer request to prayers@stsaaj.org 
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Sacraments and Parish Nursing 

Adoration and Prayer Chain 

Parish Registration 

Instructors:   

Clarence & Betty Vetter, vetter333@msn.com; 701-212-0733 

Natalie Aughinbaugh, DNP, FNP-C, 701-866-7890 

Miriam Rolczynski, smrolski@gmail.com 

Marissa Duppong, MarissaDuppong@gmail.com, 701-527-6470 

Welcome to our parish family! Please stop in the parish office for 
registration information 8 to 12 p.m. or 1 to 4 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

Natural Family Planning 

 

Please pray for our 
ill parishionersé  

 

Travis Anderson  

Linda Beare 

Jessica Bercier  

Marilyn Birkholz  

Rachel Briggs  

Brenda Byer  

Brandi DesMarais 
Paul Dietz  

Al Dukart 

Dar Floberg 

Joe Johnson  

Madeline Keplen 

Pat Kinsella  

John Koerselman  

Margaret Krause  

Sharon Lange 

Bernadette Mahler 

Pat Meier 

Jeff McKinnon  

Michael Pirmantgen  

Alex Smith  

Pat Wangler  

Kariann Withrow 

Steve Zetocha 

Duane Zwinger 

~~~~~ 

If you would like  

your name added or 
removed,  please call 
the parish office. 

 

August 16-22, 2021 
 

Mon:   7:00 a.m. + Dorothy Acker 

 12:10 p.m. + John Klysen  

Tue:   7:00 a.m. Harley and + Ruth Lindgren 

 10:30 a.m. + Clair Sobolik (TM) 

 12:10 p.m. + Florence Feltman 

Wed   7:00 a.m. + Julia Horner 

 12:10 p.m. + Russ Boyle 

Thu:      7:00 a.m. + George Kalainov 

 12:10 p.m. + Blanche Kovash 

Fri:        7:00 a.m. + Lena Wolbaum 

 12:10 p.m. + Andrew Wald 

Sat:   8:30 p.m. Kendall and Tiffany Radke 

   5:00 p.m. + Donald DeGree 

Sun:   8:30 a.m.  Parishioners 

 10:30 a.m. + Karen Krause 

 12:30 a.m. Marlene Dukart 

   7:00 p.m. Dean and Romana Long 

Stewardship 

Fr. Paul Duchschere, Pastor  

     (paul.duchschere@fargodiocese.org) 

Fr. Scott Karnik, Parochial Vicar 

     (scott.karnik@fargodiocese.org) 

In Residence:   Fr. Kyle Metzger, Shanley Principal/Vocation Director 

          Fr. William Slattery, Shanley/Sacred Heart Chaplain  

Deacon Michael Dodge (michael.dodge@fargodiocese.org) 
Deacon Ben Seitz (ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org) 
Deacon Pat Breen (pat.breen@fargodiocese.org) 
Rob Asheim, Business Manager (rasheim@stsaaj.org) 
Karla Schell, Admin. Assistant/Bulletin Editor (kschell@stsaaj.org) 
Connie Dulany, Religious Education Coord. (cdulany@stsaaj.org) 

Patrick McGuire, Director of Music and Events (pmcguire@stsaaj.org) 

Sue Ripplinger, Youth Ministry/Parish Outreach Coordinator   

                          (sripplinger@stsaaj.org) 

Ted LeMier, Property Manager (tlemier@stsaaj.org) 
 

Parish Leadership 

Lay Directors:  Keith Johnson and Mike Linster 

Pastoral Council:  Brian Keller     Finance Council:  Keith Johnson 

Knights of Columbus:  Troy Olson (11930gk@gmail.com) 

Womenôs Group:  Connie Savageau (JCsavageau@gmail.com.) 

Social Concerns Ministry:  Sue Ripplinger (sripplinger@stsaaj.org) 

St. John Paul II Schools Advisory Council:  Michael Schommer 

Pastoral Staff and Parish Leadership 

Aug 15 World Wide Marriage Encounter-3:30 p.m., Youth Center 

Aug 16 Quilters-1 p.m., St. Veronica Room 

Aug 17 Womenôs Group-4:15 p.m., Ave Maria Room 

 NFP-7 p.m., Maria Goretti Room 

 KC Membership Ceremony-7 p.m., St. Michael Room 

Aug 18 KC Council Family Picnic-6 p.m., Picnic Shelter 

Aug 19  KC Officer Meeting - St. Michael Room 

Aug 20 Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

       12:45 p.m., Magnificat Chapel 

 Praise and Worship-8 p.m., Church 

Aug 21 Rosary at 8 a.m. before Mass  

Aug 23 Quilters-1 p.m., St. Veronica Room 

 WAF Rosary-5 p.m., Ave Maria Room 

Aug 24 NFP - 7 p.m., Christ the King Room 

Aug 25 Rosary for Life-7 p.m., Magnificat Chapel 

Aug 26 American Heritage Girls Information and Registration- 

 6 p.m., Holy Family Social Hall 

 Rosary for Life-6:30.m., Magnificat Chapel 
  

              FALL FESTIVAL ï  NOVEMBER 14 

Parish Calendar 

Online giving is a safe and 
easy way to support our parish 
and its ministries during this 
pandemic.  Start today by 
visiting www.stsaaj.org or scan 
the QR code. 

Mass Intentions 

ϷфΣнрнΦлл   hũŜǊǘƻǊȅ 

ϷмлΣнрсΦлл   /ǊŜŘƛǘ /ŀǊŘ 

ϷпΣфрлΦлл   .ŀƴƪ ²ƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭǎ 

ϷмΣуооΦмн   tƭŀǘŜκ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ 

ϷнсΣнфмΦмн   ¢h¢![ 

  

 ф ƻŦ ртп /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ 9ƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ 

 п ƻŦ стп ¢ŜŜƴϥǎ 9ƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎ  

mailto:ben.seitz@fargodiocese.org
http://www.stsaaj.org
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OFF THE MAIN DRAG 

 

 I got back from my hiking trip to the Sierra Nevada over a week ago, but I want to share with you today an 
observation I made on it.  It's nothing original, I suppose ï almost nothing is these days ï but it came to my attention in 
a very deliberate way during my time spent in the towns I was in, and I thought I would share it with you. 

 I stayed in four smaller towns in the Owens Valley of the Eastern Sierra in my trip.  The biggest of the towns 
was Bishop ï its population was less than 4,000.  The other towns were smaller ï Big Pine, Independence, and Lone 
Pine.  Independence is actually the county seat and the current population is 670!  In any event, these towns are all 
good examples of a town with the main thoroughfare running right through the middle of the town (in this case, US 
Hwy 395), and then side streets off that main drag are the residential areas. 

 Of course, most of the hotels/motels are located on the main drag, and it was in those motels that I stayed.  But 
if all you do is drive up and down the main drag as you come and go, and eat in the restaurants (all on the main drag), 
go to any kind of store to purchase anything (all on the main drag), you never actually see what the town itself is like 
in terms of the people who live there.  (It can even be worse concerning the cities/towns that lie along the interstate 
highways.  Very often if we stay overnight in those places we exit the interstate, find a motel right there off the exit, 
spend the night, and get back on the interstate the next day and not even see the town at all.)   

 Most evenings on my hiking trips I tend to shut the engines down for the day around dinnertime, head back to 
the town for dinner, and then spend the evening resting, reading . . .  and often taking a walk to pray a Rosary and a 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  For the sake of quiet, I go off the main drag and walk the "side streets" of the town, whether 
one or two or three or more blocks away.  I also do that on purpose, for the sake of getting off the main drag and really 
getting a chance to see the place from the perspective of the people who LIVE there.  It's interesting what you see 
when you walk the neighborhoods, and not the business/touristy areas of a town. 

 What I saw in all of these towns was a kind of "poverty."  Not a poverty like what you would see in a third-
world country certainly, but a poorer standard of living than you would probably think in terms of a town in California.  
Certainly there were some run-down areas in terms of money (as there are in Fargo if you walk the residential areas of 
our city), but also a sense of poverty in terms of "stewardship."  (I'm not sure what else to call it.)  Houses and yards 
were not kept up, junk/garbage littered the area ï I am always befuddled why people don't take care of what they have.  
(I realize my idea of "taking care" and theirs are undoubtedly different, but I still wonder . . . )  I saw so many "ugly" 
dogs ï I don't mean physically unattractive dogs, but dogs that would most likely attack me if they weren't chained up.  
(I see that in Fargo also ï I know there are a lot of beautiful dogs, and a dog is "man's best friend" ï but there are a lot 
of ugly ones out there, and there are more than usual in these California towns. )  I saw what I'll call a poverty 
concerning selfishness/self-centeredness.  So many residences in these towns had beat-up fences around the yards with 
signs posted:  "No trespassing." "Private Property ï Keep Out."  Really?  In town?  Posting those kind of signs IN 
TOWN?  I've never seen that before anywhere ï and it was all over the place.  (Frankly, none of those yards or houses 
where those signs appeared would be any kind of place that I would desire to trespass into anyway . . . ) 

 I fear I am making these towns all seem negative.  They weren't like that completely, but there is definitely 
something going on in those towns that doesn't feel like the "California Dream" that so many of us may imagine about 
the entire state.  And there are plenty of homes and places in these towns that are ï at least from my perspective ï 
healthy and happy places to be (just like there is in Fargo in many places, too).  But the point of all of this ï get off the 
main drag and you'll get a sense of the FULL picture of what that town/city is all about.   

 Finally, apply that idea to your life.  There's a "main drag" in living in America in 2021.  Fine ï we all need 
the main drag in life.  But make sure in your life you get off the main drag, and see what's really out there ï and what's 
really inside of yourself.  The main drag is often quite sterile ï it's the side streets in life where most of it is really 
lived.  And how do I live off the main drag?  That's where Our Lord comes in ï He wants us to live well together (the 
main drag) and individually (the side-street where home is).   

 Take this message for what it's worth.  Be a good steward of your own life ï where you live, HOW you live, 
and WHAT you love.  The Lord's side-streets are as beautiful and as necessary as the main drag He provides for us all. 

 

       Fr. Duchschere 

       Pastori 

Pastorõs Page 
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Weekly Prayer of the Faithful Petitions 
 

That just like Mary, we too reflect the light of Christ to the world! 

Adult Volunteers needed in our Religious Education Programé 
 

We ask you to prayerfully consider teaching or assisting in a classroom. As a member of the parish we are all 

called to assist parents in handing on the Catholic faith to our children. Please become involved, donõt 
wait for someone else to do this! 

 

You may have children in our program, you may be an adult with a desire to share your faith, your own children are grown and you 

now have timeé whatever your state in life is, each of us is called by our baptism to share the faith with others.  
 

We encourage you to inquire about teaching or being a classroom aide in our religious education program. Classes cannot begin 

until we have enough teachers and aides for each grade (each class has a teacher and an aide).   
 

To visit about volunteering, please call Connie Dulany for Grades 1-7 or Sue Ripplinger for Grades 8-12 

  Do it for God.          Do it for our children.          Do it for yourself. 


