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I was on my way to Dearborn, Michigan for the weekend church appeal, but little 
did I imagine that it would be my turn to be one of those drivers selected for a 
"random" road inspection.   

 
Under no time pressure, I was driving within the speed limit and expected to 

arrive in Dearborn around lunch time. It is here that there is the largest mosque in 
the United States as well as the second largest Islamic Center outside of the Mid-
dle East. Suddenly, while still someway outside of Dearborn, I heard the police si-
ren and my plans were destined to change drastically.  

 
I knew that I wasn't speeding so I wondered what I had done to attract the atten-

tion of the police! The officer asked for the car registration papers and my driver’s 
license. 

 
With an innocent look and an inquisitive mind, I asked the officer what was 

wrong. He simply told me to wait.  But I asked him over and over again "What have 
I done?”  Waiting anxiously for a response, I recalled the entrance antiphon from 
that Sunday’s readings. It was from Psalm 70: O God come to my assistance; O 
lord, make haste to help me, You are my rescuer, my help. O Lord, do not delay. 

 
Even though I was only sitting there for some 20 minutes, it seemed like an 

eternity.  When the officer returned he told me to get out of the car. Mama Mia!  
The next thing I saw was two more police cars arriving and a sniffer dog descend-
ing on the scene. I felt very vulnerable as I got out of the car for the police dog 
bounded past me into the car and started sniffing around! 

 
I did not know what was going on or what to expect. Right in front of me were 

three state troopers with a dog searching my car. Many thoughts went through my 
mind. Did they think I was carrying drugs or illegal fire arms? Did they think I was 
involved in moving illegal migrants? 'Remain without prejudice' was my emergency 
reflection.  

 
I introduced myself to the three officers and told them that I am a Missionary 
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Religious on my way for church appeals.  I even showed them the brochures and the poster that I prepared for the weekend. 
 Building peace in the midst of violence: I felt that my human rights as a person had just been violated on the road 

for a random inspection. But I tried to consider the fact that these officers were doing their job and trying to protect 
all citizens for safety and security, just like a random inspection at the airport or other places where security risks 
are higher.  

 Walking in solidarity with the poor and the marginalized: I thought of the many people in different parts of the 
world who are living in the margins at the edge of society. 

 Recognizing the dignity and place of women in a society where they are exploited and their person is denied: I felt 
that my dignity and integrity was being denied as they stopped me and refused to answer my questions. I finally 
dialogued with those men as they themselves might do in their own families with their mothers, wives, sisters and 
daughters. 

 
Just like what Barbara Marx Hubbard, one of the key speakers of the recent LCWR (Leadership Conference for Women 

Religious) General Assembly at St. Louis, MO pointed out: Crises are potential signals driving the world toward more co-
creative, co-evolving humanity, where people become more fully aware of their potential for healing and evolving the world in 
new ways, new forms and ever expanding relationships." 

 
I told the officers that I would be writing an article about this episode. Later, I asked if I could get their names and other 

information. I then asked them if could I take a photograph of them - a Kodak moment, as we call it in the Philippines. They 
were smiling by that time. They obliged and requested to have the sniffer dog included in the picture as well. By the way, the 
picture came out great!  

 
As I shared my sense of mission with the three men, I was able to become more aware of the living God who invited me 

and us to proclaim the Good News of faith, love, peace, forgiveness and joy. I also believe that God allowed me to finally 
touch their heart as they offered me an apology. As I continued my journey to Dearborn, Michigan, I was still shaking. But 
when I arrived at my hostess' home I asked for a big hug. She was worried about me being late, and gave me two hugs. Later 
I shared this scary but also somewhat humorous story with the parishioners of my visiting parish. I learned that the Lord gives 
us diverse opportunities to share our faith, and also NEVER to speed in Ohio. The pastor of St. Joseph and St. Martha Parish, 
Fr. Terry Kerner, was also very welcoming. I thanked him for his sense of humor, his welcoming heart and his spiritual mind. 
His parishioners also shared their sense of joy and good spirit, their generosity and kindness.  

 
I expressed my deep gratitude to them. May God bless them abundantly. I end this reflection as I affirmed and resonate 

with Sr. Pat Farrell, OSF reflection on six tools for navigating the shifts occurring in the world and the church:  
Contemplation ¤ Use of the prophetic voice ¤ Solidarity with the marginalized 

Community ¤ Nonviolent responses ¤ and Capacity to live in joyful hope.  
 

Sister Virginia  is the Columban Sisters' Coordinator for the Area of the U.S. 
and is responsible for Mission Promotion 

 

Find out more information about the ways you can help  
to promote mission and global solidarity on our website: uscatholicmission.org   

 
Questions or do you have a mission related event?   

Send us the information and we will help to publicize!  uscma@uscatholicmission.org 

http://www.uscatholicmission.org
mailto:%20uscma@uscatholicmission.org
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A Reflection On the Call and Response For Mission 

   

Rev. Gregory Gallagher, OMI  
USCMA  President  

 
William Norman Ewer, a British journalist, once wrote “How odd of God/To choose the Jews”.  Ogden Nash 

later wrote “Not so odd/the Jews chose God”. 
 
These couplets came to my mind because of how the recent weekday lectionary readings depict the early formation stories 

of Israel with Yahweh.   Abram and Sarai, he in his old age and she barren, were promised to have descendants as numerous 
as the stars.  Abram laughed.  The intrigue continues:  The Ninevites were quicker to respond to Yahweh’s words than Jonah 
was.  Jeremiah was too young and Moses was a murderer.  

 
In a recent Gospel, Jesus shares his power with disciples, even though they rarely understand him.  Fisherman, tax collec-

tors, common folk with little or no curriculum vitae, to go and teach, heal and proclaim that the kingdom is near.  He also 
promised them that they would be lambs among wolves, and their message and witness would not be welcomed in places. 

 
What spurred this biblical cast?  What manna compelled them? What strengthened their resiliency as each in their own 

way built up the community of faith? 
 
How odd of God to choose US for mission.  It helps that we stand on the shoulders of giants. We are saints and sinners, 

fools and fainthearted at times, blessed and broken giants.  What spurs us on? What compels and strengthens us?  The tradi-
tion is rich with answers, though each of us is responsible for discerning and embracing our own reasons for responding to 
God’s call.  

   
The following are brief comments that steel my own resolve.  They are offered in hopes that you can name your reasons to 

run the race, keep the faith and fight the good fight. 
 

 My Image of God:   Both the Old and New Testaments help us to know that God is faithful and compassionate.  God’s 
purpose is to share with us Divine Life and to restore us to it when we wander off.  An all-present God is far more helpful 
than an all-powerful and all-knowing God.  Knowing God is ever present even when we don’t feel or experience it helps us 
to know that we are not alone, even when there is evidence to the contrary.    St. Paul uses “acquitted”, “drawn close”, 
“adopted sons and daughters” that even when we fail in our response to love, God is still close.   God chooses us even in 
the moments we do not choose God.   Compassion, which includes absolution (not usually in the Sacramental sense), is 
how I most personally encounter God and the call to mission. 

 
 My Image of the Community of Faith:   It is the faith community, our companions on the journey, which also strengthen us 

through their witness and forgiveness.   It’s our joy and duty to help to complete one another while loving one another as 
we are.   It is through and with the faith community that we learn to hold in our hearts the Word which “impels us do good 
to other with such force that we have to be obedient to it” (Bonheoffer).  Left alone, I am certain I could be like Archie Bun-
ker or Ebenezer Scrooge before being visited by the three spirits. 

 
 My image of myself:   Knowing that God is not through with me yet I strive to: be thankful for what I have; be patient with 

myself so that I have that gift for others; be accepting and surrendering to something greater than I am, to others and to 
God; be better at self-disclosure and communicating about my interior life with more than just my Spiritual director; break 
my habit of complacency and procrastination; and celebrate the dignity of my being made in the likeness and image of 
God. 

  

When God chooses us, and we choose God, our perceptions of God, others and ourselves will be transformed, our ap-
proach will be more God-like, and our self-offering will be biblical. 
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SO OTHERS MAY KNOW:  

MISSIONERS SHARING THEIR STORIES 

Fr. Jack Nuelle, MS 
USCMA  Executive Director 

 
One of the most uplifting aspects of my ministry as Executive Director of the USCMA is perusing mission publications sent 

to us by many member organizations – Columbans, Glenmary, Jesuit, Comboni, Maryknoll, Scarboro, Franciscan, AFJN, 
CVN, …, to name only a few. Not only do these publications give me a sense of who our member organizations and individual 
missioners are, but they also give insights into the vast scope of where and how the mission of the Church is vibrant and life-
giving today through presence, proclamation and dialogue. I am continually inspired by their courage in the face of adversity, 
their ingenuity in unchartered waters, their daring 
where challenges abound, their graceful hope 
when obstacles seem overwhelming, and their 
steadfast vision as they are sometimes compelled 
to stare into darkness surrounded by isolation, 
loneliness, scarcity, and uncertainty. Rather than 
be beaten by the difficulties they encounter, these 
missioners – be they dedicated laity, consecrated 
religious or ordained ministers – remain staunch in 
their faith as they inevitably adapt the Gospel mes-
sage to countless cultural ambiguities.  

 
The Gospel cannot change, but the presentation of its truths is necessarily influenced by diverse life situations. In the syn-

optic Gospels, Jesus’ teaching is very “earthy” and agrarian, something to which his listeners could easily relate. John’s 
presentation of Gospel truths rises to other heights.  A monumental paradigm shift occurred with the admission of Greeks and 
Romans into early Jewish Christian communities. This occasioned a somewhat acrid reversal in strict observance of Mosaic 
Law, which insisted, among other things, on circumcision. Paul’s Judeo-Hellenistic mindset was pivotal in developing a broad-
er perception of being a disciple of Christ. Weaving through the complexities of daily life, from Greek theorizing to present day 
cultural relativism, and guided by the Spirit of truth promised and sent by Jesus (Jn 16:13), the Church continues to evolve 
and clarify her grasp of the meaning of witnessing to Christ in the 21st century. 

 
Nowhere, perhaps, is the witness of faith more diversified than in the charism of missioners who dedicate their lives to 

bring awareness of God’s unconditional love to “all strata of humanity …, transforming humanity from within.” (EN 18) As 
members of the pilgrim church, missionary by her very nature (AG 2), we are all called to witness to our faith – not as bystand-
ers but as disciples authentically engaged, not as isolated individuals or groups but as Church. Although each baptized Chris-
tian, each mission organization, and each church community operates under his or her own specific charismatic gifts from the 
Spirit, these charisms only have meaning when they come together within the mission of the Church as a whole.  An image 
which readily comes to my mind as I read these mission publications is that of the multi-colored tunic which Jacob had made 
for his beloved son Joseph. (Gen 37:3) Some colors – read, charisms – are strikingly bold, others fairly subdued, some are 
barely visible like new shoots in springtime while others match the horizon of an autumn skyline; all of them coming together 
to make God’s love visible as they announce, witness to, and mirror the multi-layered components of mission. 

 
All of us have a story to tell. Part of the story is necessarily personal, recounting our individual encounter with and partici-

pation in Christ’s divine life. Part of it is public, focusing on how our efforts to build up the reign of God dovetails with the en-
deavors of others. That story remains on-going, unfinished, and incomplete as new visions open up, new circumstances arise, 
deep-rooted dialogue patterns unfold into clearer understanding of who we all are as God’s children. So whether our story 
comes in the form of digital media or appears on the printed page, let’s keep telling it.     
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 Are you staying current with events  

and news of mission?  

 

USCMA’s Mission  

Monthly 

is an online, monthly newsletter published by the 

United States Catholic Mission Association.  It 

aims to keep us updated on the who, what, 

when, and where of the mission world, mem-

ber’s news and events, and to strengthen our 

partnership in promoting mission and global 

solidarity. 

Share your story of mission with us today! 

uscma@uscatholicmission.org 
If you do not already receive USCMA’s Mission 

Monthly, send us an e-mail 
(uscma@uscatholicmission.org) to sign up.   

In an effort to hold our organization to the highest standards of global responsibility and to act as stewards 
of our money, USCMA has determined that it will publish two (2)  more copies of the Mission Update to be 
sent out to our members.  Beginning with our Winter 2013 Issue we will distribute the Mission Update via 
email.  In addition our website also features a member’s only section which is accessible through a 
username and password.  Mission Updates will only be accessible in their entirety on the member’s only 
page.   
 
To ensure that we have your correct email you will be receiving a letter from our offices in the coming 
weeks with more details about this move to a more efficient use of USCMA resources, better environmen-
tal concerns and deliberate operations. 

USCMA Blog 

USCMA1 on Twitter 

USCMA STAFF: 

Rev. John “Jack” Nuelle, M.S. Executive Director 

Mr. Stephen F. Scott, MTS Associate Director 

Miss Allison Kingery Associate Director of Operations 

Sr. Anne Louise Von Hoene, M.M.S. Accountant 
  

Mission Update ISSN:1542-6130 
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RE-ENTRY AND TRANSITION: 

Sharing of a Process Experienced by a Cross-cultural Missioner 

  

by Sr. Rose Ann Schlitt, OP 
 

In the language of missioners the terms “re-entry” and “transition” are used to refer to the journey from one cross-cultural 
experience back into one’s once familiar reality.  But the words in no way convey all that is involved in this uniquely important 
and challenging phase, nor all that preceded the ending and letting go of a very different lifeway.  I can say from experience 
that it would be well for the returned missioner and for those in close relationship with him/her to attempt to better understand 
this in-between or threshold time, a time William Bridges also calls the “Neutral Zone”. [1] Knowing that this experience is 
unique for each person, I will dare to share my experience because I believe it might resonate with some and provide insights 
for their transition.  

 
Missioners usually return with a broad spectrum of balled-up emotions.  These feelings range from fear of the unknown to 

a deep sense of loss, to unsuspected insecurity and unfamiliarity with all that was once familiar.  They may be combined with 
a sense of relief, a feeling of release, or long-awaited expectation of coming home.  Nevertheless, in coming back the mission-
er carries sacks of mixed memories of having passed over and experienced life in another land and culture.  So many people, 
challenges, and memories are still powerfully vivid and sometimes remain intensely painful and disconcerting!  Regardless of 
whatever prompted the return, or whether the decision was made more or less willingly, a new reality now is present and 
needs to be faced.   
 

1. Introducing my personal experience of re-entry 

 
My self-talk went something like this:  Yes, I am now home – except it no longer feels like home!  What am I to do?   

Breathe deeply, relax and try to go slowly.  Yes, family and friends have been genuinely welcoming, yet I’m so uncomfortable 
inside.  The welcome-home panorama changed quickly; they seem to have changed – and so have I!  This was once a famil-
iar place but it now feels oddly strange.  I can’t shake the impression that with my “other world” values, experiences and learn-
ing I just don’t seem to fit.    Actually, most of my friends aren’t very interested in hearing about the life I lived so far  away.  I 
wonder if anyone understands.  Why do I feel so out of sync?  It wasn’t supposed to be this way.    What can I do?   

 
This juncture is truly a crucial time, precisely because of the expectation of others that I should be able to pick up where I 

left off and go on with life as a “returned missioner”.  But this now seems monumental!  I am asked to collaborate with a num-
ber of volunteer tasks in which I am not really interested, and just don’t seem to fit. 

 
Although I began with the best of intentions, I started to feel somewhat confused and alienated.  I recall that feeling like a 

“misfit” [2] could be symptomatic of what is called “reverse culture shock”.  The notion that I would benefit from some help kept 
recurring, especially because most of the other alternatives I could think of did not seem at all attractive or advisable, namely: 
 

 Make an effort to live as I had in my previous cross-cultural experience? 
 Try to re-enter home as it had once been?  
 Apply to return overseas as soon as possible? 
 Decide to jump into whatever shows up?  
 Just keep busy? 
 Wait and do nothing? 

  
If you recognize or identify with this dilemma, it could be indicating a need to embrace this major life juncture, not ignore it, 

and seek to find a sense of direction and engagement.  I will now describe my process and give some insights and considera-
tions which may be beneficial for your own or another’s re-entry and transition. 
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2. Embracing the need for a new direction 

 
It is now commonly recognized that some preparation is needed for cross-cultural living.  The person usually expected to 

feel like a stranger or foreigner - an oddity - especially at the beginning.  Whether feeling welcomed, accepted or rejected in 
the host culture, he/she was prepared to respond kindly and patiently and to try to put self into the people’s shoes.  Time was 
needed to become a learner, observer, participant, and a novice communicator with the people.  There was so much that 
would be unfamiliar in that new world: customs, beliefs, values, thought-patterns, myths, rituals, modes of interaction and folk-
wisdom.  There was also a new language (verbal and non-verbal), new geography and history, new socio-political, religious 
and cultural expressions to become aware of and to learn.  The missioner entered into the daily, essential practices of adapta-
tion to the living situation, as to diet and water, health practices, security, climate, rest, space, privacy, and so much more.  It 
was all necessary in order to embrace life in that new reality: small, yet very important steps to life in a new cultural setting.  

 
Aha! , I told myself.   What if some of these skills of adaptation can be transferable?  What if I were able to remain open to 

this new time with the same attitude and openness? What if I were able to look upon my return as learner and deflect the im-
mediate expectations of others by claiming my new needs in transition?  What if I admitted to myself and at times to a few oth-
ers that I was choosing to give priority to integrating my experience as missioner with this new life-moment?  What if my inner 
conviction led me to do all in my power to make a healthy and balanced transition?  What if in my deepest self I was certain 
that I would discover how and what I needed to continue “passing over” and “coming home” to my new life?  What if I really 
believed I was about to embrace a new and meaningful future?  [3] 

 
Once I found this attitudinal framework, it made all the difference in the world!  It took the edge off fear of the unknown, and 

reduced expectations (my own and from others), and generated energy in the assurance that I would eventually find my way.  
I had been a long-term missioner for a total of 50 years in 7 different countries.  My own country was in effect no longer my 
true home, and at the age of 75, facing the normal limitations of age, I knew I had added concern about this enormous transi-
tion.  So much seemed alarmingly different now.  I avoided the malls and the big supermarkets because I couldn’t handle or 
accept the waves of “too-much-ness” that made me dizzy.  I didn’t understand or need the technical gadgets.   I found the 
youth-culture, music and mores completely foreign.   Most of my closest friends and confidantes had been left behind.   

 
Soon I began to recognize that some missionary skills of adaptation were kicking in.  After the initial adjustment to time and 

place, I began to awaken each day with a vague sense of new mission ahead which I would have to try to discover as I had so 
often before, and became grateful for this transferable skill.  I was on my way!  Now I felt ready to ask: “What next?” 

 
My intuition told me that to follow the usual steps for planning would not be 

adequate at this time and to merely try to keep busy inadvisable.  I attempted to 
be attentive to my prayer and reflection, especially the pattern of recurring and 
fleeting thoughts.  Soon it became clear that my deepest concern was not 
“What was I to do?” or “where should I go”?  Rather it was rooted in a desire to 
value and claim my cross-cultural experiences, and not let go or forget them.  It 
was extremely important to know how I could become enabled to make the 
connections from my life as overseas missionary in this new phase as a 
“returned” missioner.  This need soon became vitally important and urgent, not 
only for personal benefit, but also, I believed, for others.  This would not hap-
pen, however, unless I listened intently to that inner voice.   Those years and 
experiences were far too precious to dismiss them superficially as my past.  I 
would need to take responsibility for doing some serious inner work.  But how 
to do that and with whom?  Other well-meaning people around me were not 
aware of my inner challenge.  I was the one responsible for seeking clarity and 
empowerment.   With the blessing of my religious superior, who suggested that 
I identify whatever would be most helpful, I discovered an experienced consult-
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ant who was happy to guide and accompany me in this process.   I preferred this one-on-one form rather than participation 
in a workshop for returned missioners, mainly due to the long-term nature of my commitment.  More than the need to share 
my stories and mini-transitions in mission, I believed I was being led to claim and integrate key facets and insights learned 
in each culture into my present moment.  It began to feel like I was already on the way to coming home to myself. 

 

3. Beginning with my consultant 

 
Our meetings were free-flowing because we spoke the same language, that of having lived and valued cross-cultural 

mission.  After introductions and general sharing of information, I had a sense that these were precious moments and want-
ed all the more to identify and own my life experiences. My consultant provided a basic framework for prayer and reflection. 
This was the framework for my “home-work”, the recorded outcome of which needed to be forwarded to her prior to the 
subsequent session.   The first task was to revisit each cross-cultural experience and to begin to identify all the GIFTS, 
CHALLENGES and LEARNINGS of each.  To do so would require major time and attentiveness, beginning with in-depth 
prayer and reflection.  At first I allowed the memory of the major facts and facets of the experience to flow before me (with 
all the implications).  Then again in order to give them more shape, depth, and meaning by finding and recording the words 
to identify and describe them.  What an amazing assignment it was!   
 

4. “Re-visiting” each cross-cultural experience: Gifts, Challenges and Learning 

 
This visitation allowed me to focus upon the faces of certain key people, the geographical and historical underpinnings 

that colored each reality, especially the cultural facets to which I was attracted; these were experiences I lived with their 
agonies and ecstasies, joys and pain, successes and failures.  I saw where perception and learning occurred, and when 
expectation of giving changed more toward receiving, when living became simpler and closer to the people and their strug-
gles and lifeway.  In a way, recognizing all this anew was something of a revelation.  There were so many challenges em-
braced, and lessons learned (more or less willingly and successfully).  Daily living was often complex and many facets not 
understood at the time, which explains why most experiences went unrecorded.  Emotions seemed to run up hills and into 
valleys.  That was the way life usually was for us.  There were also some extremely complex and painful times related to 
the political, economic and ecclesial contexts, as well as personal and communitarian ups and downs.  These all had signif-
icant bearing on the experience of life in each culture and timeframe.  Obviously, I recognized, each had affected my per-
son.   
 

Upon completion of this stage of prayer, reflection and writing, I began to be filled with awe, wonder and a sense that I 
was “wisdom-gathering”.  Was this possible?  What a diverse and rich experience has been mine!  I have been privileged to 
live and learn and share life with amazing people in other cultural settings through thick and thin, all part and parcel of the 
challenge of participation in global mission and of my personal and spiritual growth as well. I had the sense I was now fully 
receiving those gifts. My notes provided the basic content for subsequent sharing with my consultant, who was deeply af-
firming.  Her observations and questions provoked new insights and appreciation, and at times dispelled confusions and 
misgivings.   
 

5. Revisiting each cross-cultural experience again: Feelings and Relationships 

 
The next step was to repeat the process, this time focusing on the feeling and relational levels.  As I placed myself 

again in each setting, the beginning period of adaptation, the development of the ministry, as well as each ending, I be-
came conscious of intense multi-faceted feelings.  These were more difficult to revisit and name.  Sometimes it was due to 
the climate of strife and oppression suffered by the people.  Sometimes it depended on whether violence or peace charac-
terized our context.   Recalling some of these memories and expressing feelings on paper was a daunting and sensitive 
task.  They also seemed to vary dramatically, according to my age, stage of awareness or experience, and form of involve-
ment in the ecclesial, socio-political and economic contexts.  Most especially the blatant abuse of the human rights of the 
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people affected me profoundly.   I tried to acknowledge the gamut of emotions experienced.  I saw my frequent inability to deal 
with them in a healthy or timely way.  I realized how healing came about over time. But there was also another face of the ex-
perience as I came to know and learn from the people and share my gifts in simple ways.  I delighted in the rich cultural diver-
sity and popular expressions.  The experience was filled with certainty that the ground on which I walked was holy.  There 
were both happy and heavy times in ministry and also times of personal struggle with loneliness and confusion.  There were 
unforgettable events and new personal options in which a closer walk with the people was a profound experience.  All of these 
were integral parts of my story.  
 

The next task was to review the area of relationships with others and with God in each cultural setting.  Here the focus was 
on those persons with whom I shared life and ministry, and the ways in which we related.  Faces of specific persons came to 
mind: community members, neighbors, project participants and co-workers, leaders, friends, special folks with whom I had the 
privilege of relating more closely and sharing more deeply.  I also looked at how we related and named those sentiments.  
Some were filled with loving gratitude, others with some degree of pain or regret.  Deep bonds had grown from having shared 
with other extraordinary missioners and companions on the journey.   

  
In a similar way, I saw how my relationship with God had developed in 

and through those experiences.  With a strong early trust in God’s Divine 
Providence, I had begun my missionary journey.  Of course the relation-
ship grew and developed in each context, and according to my degree of 
openness to the Spirit and the situation.  For example, the period of appli-
cation of Vatican II in Peru in the 1970s following the Medellin Conference 
was an exciting period of theological study and pastoral practice for many 
of us. This experience of pro-active “discipleship” deepened my relation-
ship with God. Additionally age, maturity and degree of identification and 
involvement in the mission, as well as those peak times of crisis and/or of 
joy and well-being, also shaped the relationship.  In one time of crisis, God 
seemed palpably absent.   
 

6. Gathering the recurring themes and/or “common threads” 

 
What were the commonalities expressed and recorded throughout the reflection process? It now was rather easy to review 

and take note.   Claiming those commonalities brought affirmation and freedom because they emphasized the living truths of 
my journey in cross-cultural mission.  With more reflection on the common threads, I imagined the warp and woof in a piece of 
cloth: the warp being the strong longitudinal lead-threads, and the woof or weft those of spun-fiber that are less strong, drawn 
through the warp threads.  A closer look at the same themes revealed the strong, lead-themes and those less strong that had 
been drawn through my experiences.  The strong threads were those clearly woven in my relationship with God and the Peo-
ple of God, and through a few key experiences; the less-strong threads included some contextual situations, ministerial partici-
pation with varying degrees of success, feelings, gifts, learning and convictions.  

 
In seeking to deal with these themes, I also was aware of aspects in my home culture in which I honestly didn’t care to fit, 

while remembering others that I valued as blessings.  I had already named many aspects of my cross-cultural experiences 
that I always wanted to remember and to integrate.  In my mind’s eye I envisioned passing all these as through a funnel.   It 
was for me an essentially spiritual process leading toward a viable, holistic life-direction. Author Janet Bennett would have 
named it one of “constructive marginality” [4], a life-enhancing way for me and perhaps for others.  Regardless, I believed I 
could trust this direction toward a balanced and happy life in which I could be at home.  Having touched upon the dilemma of 
loving and leaving, and addressed the actual letting go of persons and place, I had named and claimed so many facets of life 
and mission and I felt filled with gratitude.  With surprise I also had become aware of a few situations I had forgotten or chosen 
to forget.   
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Reading works of several competent authors on the subject of re-entry and transition provided additional light and rein-
forcement.  I identified with many of their terms and insights, for example: “Making the transition: Passing over and coming 
back” [5].  I also saw myself on the “waiting threshold – waiting for insight, waiting on God” [6], and ardently waiting for my 
heart to speak. I had been living a true “in-between” or “liminal” stage, one which needed patient and active waiting and 
which led to a break-through in order to claim truth, without being focused upon or troubled regarding the future [7].  For me 
the process continued to unfold and spiral, open out, and become deeper, while posing new insights, questions and alter-
natives.  I now felt assured I was being guided by what Killen and de Beer call “the heart of the matter” [8] and probing all 
that was closest to my heart [9].   
 

7. Recognizing “the heart of the matter” 

 
Surely this was God’s and my work which I now enjoyed on my waiting threshold.  Words limp, however, to describe 

that moment of light and delight.  In a Christmas novena homily preached on the “O Wisdom” antiphon, I heard:  
“Knowledge and experience co-exist in our delight”, a teaching from my Dominican brother Thomas Aquinas, who de-
scribed wisdom as a knowing that is tasted [10].  What a wonderful, energy-filled “aha!” moment this was!   It was precisely 
what Dunne had taught about insight as “when reasons of the heart become known to the mind”, the fruit of active engage-
ment in my transition process [11].  

 

8. Claiming and integrating the insights 

 
The priorities that had emerged from my own funnel process were now on an appealing horizon. One of mine was to 

find as many ways as possible to make the appropriate connections from cross-cultural mission, which I happily thought of 
as my inter-nationality.  I began to choose some intentional ways to integrate these new insights into my daily living, such 
as:  keeping abreast of the world news, reading from the perspective of other cultures, contributing when appropriate from 
another cultural perspective, keeping in prayer those people and situations left behind, enjoying other-cultural mementos in 
my room, etc.  At the same time to reach out to new friends and learn their perspectives, consult other authors on intercul-
tural integration, become more aware of our U.S. news and governmental process, and allow time for adaptation without 
accumulating undue tension.    

   
Gradually I began to discover meaningful opportunities for reaching out: engaging in conversation with a few other re-

cent returnees, offering to companion others who were preparing for departure, keeping in touch with former young lay mis-
sioners and delighting in their experiences, writing this article, assisting undocumented immigrants in their applications for 
the “Dreamers” new deferred action process, while trying to understand their dilemmas and hopes.  I began to pursue some 
meaningful avenues of part-time remunerated services.  It’s all still in process, but I recognize that I am adjusting and com-
ing closer to a balanced re-adaptation.  My early feeling of being a misfit or marginal has not disappeared, however, and I 
have experienced that somewhat cyclical “two-steps-forward-one-step-back” experience of transition.   This may indicate I 
am becoming a rather well-adjusted “misfit”.  More importantly, I am confident that I have taken significant steps and have 
reaped rich fruits of this transition process.  At this point in my journey I can say I am at home with God dwelling within, and 
in my country of birth.  I close with an insightful quote from Barbara Hendricks, M.M.: 

In the moment of passing over, 
one sees one’s solidarity with other people and with God; 

and in the moment of coming back, 
one sees one’s own concreteness and individuality. 

Perhaps this growth in universal compassion is the greatest fruit of a missionary vocation. [12] 
 

    Rose Ann is a Dominican Sister of Adrian, MI, recently returned after completing 50 years as missioner  
in 7 different overseas countries: Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Peru, Nicaragua, Mexico,  

Italy and Philippines.  She also served in leadership positions in her Congregation. 
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Mission Conference 2013 

Social Media: A New Language For Mission 

Social media, by nature, is interactive. As such, it is a new 
language, a new way of communicating for many missioners 
who identified themselves with the words of Paul, “Christ sent 
me … to preach the gospel (1Cor 1:17). Throughout the years, 
although it was to be accompanied by living witness, preaching 
or proclamation was for many missioners a one-way street. 
With Vatican II, the Church intensified her reflection on the the-
ology of mission, recognizing dialogue as an intrinsic element 
to proclamation.  

 
Today social media, via the Internet, is in a language all its 

own. It has literally opened the universe to everyone “with a 
click of a mouse.” Most young people know its language and 
use it every day. It is taught in schools. It is used to build rela-
tionships. It is essential in business dealings. It can also be a 
means of evangelization. 

 
For many missioners – and we know that every baptized 

person is a missioner called to participate in Christ’s mission – 
who were not brought up in the digital age, this new language 
can be a daunting challenge. How do we learn it? How do we 
use it? What are the advantages (pastoral, personal, financial, 
social, religious, educational, relational, research, etc.) and 
what are the caveats? How does this affect our interaction with 
young people who use this language everyday – and multiple 
times each hour? What doors are now open to us in evangeliz-
ing and updating of ministerial resources? What tremendous 
out-reach possibilities for students in our schools!  So many 
possibilities are open as we look at our life through this lan-
guage/media. So many church documents have been focusing 
on social communication and social media. Can our evangeliz-
ing ministry be enhanced by its use?  

October 25- 27, 2013 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Renaissance St. Louis 

Airport Hotel 
 

Special Room Rates for Attendees: 

$ 95.00 (plus tax) until October 10, 2013 
 

Please contact the hotel directly 
By Phone: (314) 429-1100, ask for the special rate for the 

2013 US Catholic Mission  

Association Annual Mission Conference 

 

To Book Hotel Room online, follow the link on our website: 
www.uscatholicmission.org 

Keynote Presenters 
 

His Eminence, Luis Cardinal Tagle, Archbishop of Manilla 
 & 

Sr. Kathy Schmittgens, SSND, Development Director for the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 

   

Facilitators 

 

Rev. Gregory Gallagher, OMI, Provincial Councilor,  
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, USCMA President 

with 
Ms. Amy Woolam Echeverria, International JPIC Coordinator, 

Columban Missionaries, USCMA Executive Committee 
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Dialogue Sessions & Workshops Include: 

 
The Power of Social Media: A Practical Approach:  A demonstration of the powerful outreach that social media allows. We'll 
cover the basics of social media such as social media terminology with some advice on how to best use these outlets in a mis-
sionary way by connecting the message of Christ to people in a digital world.   with Ashley Collins, Archdiocese of Chicago  
 
The Power of Social Media: An Advanced Approach: This workshop will demonstrate tools to enhance an organization's 
outreach through social media such as MailChimp for bulk emails, Hootsuite for social media management across various net-
works, as well as tips and tricks for better social media engagement.  with Ashley Collins, Archdiocese of Chicago  
 
Stories in Mission: Blogging has been used in the digital culture as a means of sharing a person’s thoughts with others.  
However, the importance of blogs as tools for discourse and understanding has grown exponentially with the increase of So-
cial Media tools.  This workshop will explore how to use blogs as a tool to share our stories, work, and how to attract people 
and get them engaged in Mission.             with Amy Woolam Echeverria, Columban Missionaries  
 
Challenges in Communicating- Social  Media in Areas of Limited Access: For missioners in remote regions, communica-
tion with the people in the industrialized world can be a challenge.  However modern technology, especially mobile phones and 
smartphones, have created an opportunity for missioners to communicate with people around the world in ways unthought-of 
in the past.  This workshop will look at the challenges of social communication a missioner living in remote regions experienc-
es and on how social media can be a tool to help communicate with others in the region or around the world.            
with Sr. Janice McLaughlin, MM and Amanda Lindley 
 
Social  Media & Fundraising: Social Media has become a powerful interactive informational tool for groups looking to share 
the work and needs of their organization to new people that haven’t heard of them before.  Recently, Social Media has also 
become a source for organizations to raise funds to aide in accomplishing their mission.  This workshop will help to explore the 
basics and how to use today’s digital tools, even with limited budgets and resources,  to further their mission cultivating news 
friends, followers and future donors through online communities and back to your organization website.  with Patricio Espinoza  
 
“I will be with you even to the ends of the Earth!”-  Social Media  & Scripture, IBiblical times could have never imagined 
the age of social media.  The “gateway” of the biblical village was the Internet of the day where people met each other, trans-
acted business, and heard the news.  In a real and certain way, the developing social media of our day is a “gateway” to meet-
ing the peoples of the world as we grow in awareness of the struggles for human dignity throughout the world.  We will join 
Jesus in the gateway as he enters the village of our world exploring the implications of proclaiming the Gospel through the 
emerging social media network.                 with Tom Bonacci, CP  
 
Social  Media: A Tool for Advocacy: As evidenced by recent world events, social media has become an essential tool for 
advocacy. Particularly in regions rife with conflict and injustice, the democratizing power of Twitter, Facebook and other chan-
nels often supersedes broadcast news media that is unable, or unwilling, to spread the word. This workshop will examine ways 
missioners can use social media to share important messages and act as advocates for change - and how congregations, so-
cieties, dioceses and other sponsor organizations can amplify those messages and further promote justice.  

with Matt Smith, Perisphere Media 
  

Talleres en español sobre los Medios de Comunicación:            

con Edwin Rondán, Archidiócesis de Chicago  
El Impacto de los Medios de Comunicación (Sólo en la 1ra sesión): En esta sesión cubriremos; una introducción a los 
medios de comunicación, el impacto de ella en nuestra sociedad, la terminología de las redes sociales, los medios de comuni-
cación en la misión de Dios y algunas sugerencias de cómo utilizar las redes sociales para llevar acabo la misión de Dios.  
  

Enfoque avanzado (Sólo en la 2nd sesión): Esta sesión mostrará algunas herramientas como MailChimp, hootsuite, etc. 
para mejorar nuestra comunicación en las redes sociales, también se brindará algunas sugerencias para mantener una mejor 
comunicación en las redes sociales. 
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Pope Francis at Aparecida:  

Make the Young the Architects of Justice, Solidarity and Fraternity 

Vatican City, 24 July 2013 (VIS) – The Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, patron of Brazil, was the scene of the first public 
Mass celebrated by Pope Francis on the American continent. The Pope wished to include a visit to this sanctuary, of great 
importance to Brazilians and to Catholics throughout the continent, on the itinerary for his apostolic trip on the occasion of 
World Youth Day. 
 
The story of Our Lady of Aparecida dates back to 1717 when, after several fruitless attempts at fishing in the River Paraiba, 
three fishermen cast their net and pulled it back to find a statue of the Virgin, without a head. Upon their next cast they found 
the head of the statue. Casting the net a third time, they brought it to shore full of fish. The statue, to which the 'miraculous' 
haul was attributed, remained for fifteen years in the house of one of the fishermen, and his neighbours gathered there to pray 
the Rosary. With the grace received, devotion to Our Lady Aparecida gradually spread throughout the various regions of Bra-
zil. In 1734 a Chapel was built, and construction of the existing “Old Basilica” began in 1834. The image of the Virgin was 
crowned in 1904, and in 1929 Pope Pius XI proclaimed Our Lady Aparecida the “Queen and patron of Brazil”. The bishops 
and redemptorist missionaries initiated the construction of the existing “New Basilica”, the world's largest marian structure, in 
1955, and it was blessed by John Paul II during his apostolic voyage to Brazil in 1980. The sanctuary is visited by over seven 
million pilgrims each year. On 13 May 2007 Pope Benedict XVI inaugurated in Aparecida the work of the Fifth General Confer-
ence of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, which established pastoral guidelines for the continent for the com-
ing years…. 
 
The Holy Father began his homily by recalling that, on the day following his election as Bishop of Rome, he went to the Basili-
ca of St. Mary Major in Rome to entrust his ministry to the Virgin. This time he has come to Aparecida to “ask Mary our Mother 
for the success of World Youth Day and to place at her feet the life of the people of Latin America”. Afterwards, referring to the 
Fifth General Conference of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, in which he participated, he said that “something 
beautiful took place here. … I saw how the Bishops – who were discussing the theme of encountering Christ, discipleship and 
mission – felt encouraged, supported and in some way inspired by the thousands of pilgrims who came here day after day to 
entrust their lives to Our Lady. That Conference was a great moment of Church. It can truly be said that the Aparecida Docu-
ment was born of this interplay between the labours of the bishops and the simple faith of the pilgrims, under Mary’s materna l 
protection. When the Church looks for Jesus, she always knocks at his Mother’s door and asks: “Show us Jesus”. It is from 
Mary that the Church learns true discipleship. That is why the Church always goes out on mission in the footsteps of Mary”.  
He continued, “Today, looking forward to the World Youth Day which has brought me to Brazil, I too come to knock on the 
door of the house of Mary – who loved and raised Jesus – that she may help all of us, pastors of God’s people, parents and 
educators, to pass on to our young people the values that can help them build a nation and a world which are more just, unit-
ed and fraternal. For this reason I would like to speak of three simple attitudes, … : hopefulness, openness to being surprised 
by God, and living in joy”.   
 
To read the complete article go to:  
http://www.vis.va/vissolr/index.php?vi=all&dl=917306c9-4a1c-09d9-
deb1-51f10fdabb4a&dl_t=text/xml&dl_a=y&ul=1&ev=1 
 

To learn more about the Aparecida Document 

you can order USCMA’s Study Guide for use 

with the Aparecida Document for $13.00.   

  

The Study Guide is in both English and Spanish. 
To order, please email the USCMA staff 

uscma@uscatholicmission.org.   
All prices include USPS Media Mail shipping cost. 

http://www.vis.va/vissolr/index.php?vi=all&dl=917306c9-4a1c-09d9-deb1-51f10fdabb4a&dl_t=text/xml&dl_a=y&ul=1&ev=1
http://www.vis.va/vissolr/index.php?vi=all&dl=917306c9-4a1c-09d9-deb1-51f10fdabb4a&dl_t=text/xml&dl_a=y&ul=1&ev=1
mailto:%20uscma@uscatholicmission.org
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Upcoming Events & Resources 

The Mission/CRS Office of the Diocese of Portland invites you to a special event on Octo-
ber 5, 2013, The Great Commission, One Family in Mission.  This daylong event at the 
Augusta Civic Center promises to ignite the missionary spirit that lies within all of us. The 
event will celebrate the work of missionaries through pageantry, passion, and powerhouse 
presenters. 
 
To learn more, go to: http://www.portlanddiocese.org/greatcommissionmaine 
 

Mission Conference  

Resources 
 

Are you looking to learn more about what happened  
at previous USCMA Mission Conferences?   

We can help you out.   
 

The USCMA offices have DVDs of previous  
Mission Conferences. The DVDs contain Keynote  

presentations and Panel discussions.   
Here are some of the Mission Conference DVDs  

that we currently have available:  
 

2012: Forging News Paths- Interreligious Dialogue 
2009: Behold, I Create a New Heaven and a New Earth… 
 Seeing Mission with New Eyes 
2008: Mission: A Journey of Hope 
2007: “Are Not Our Hearts Burning?” 

 
We also have DVDs of the Keynotes from: 

 Mission Congress 2010 
God’s Mission, Many Faces:  

A Portrait of US Catholics in Mission 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To order, please email the USCMA staff 
uscma@uscatholicmission.org.   

 
All prices include USPS Media Mail shipping cost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The US Catholic China Bureau Presents:  

 
The American Catholic Church and China  

in an Era of GLOBALIZATION  
 

October 4-6, 2013 
Loyola University Chicago 

 
The US Catholic China Bureau today represents Catholic 
organizations, religious orders, and academics and indi-
viduals working to promote understanding among Ameri-

can Catholics about the Catholic Church in China. 
 

Our 25th National Catholic China Conference will serve 
as a unique forum to promote mutual interests among the 
diverse and growing groups of American Catholics, other 
Christians and scholars concerned for or interested in the 

Catholic Church in China. 
 

To learn more, go to: http://www.usccbconferences.net 

DVD Year Member Price Non-member Price 

2012 $15.00 $17.50 

2010 $11.00 $13.50 

2009, 2008, 2007 $ 8.00 $12.50 

http://www.portlanddiocese.org/greatcommissionmaine
mailto:%20uscma@uscatholicmission.org
http://www.usccbconferences.net
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Please remember the United 

States Catholic Mission  

Association in your 

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The measure of the greatness of a society is found in the way it treats 
those most in need, those who have nothing apart from their poverty. 

 
Pope Francis  @Pontifex on July 25, 2013  

Photo taken by Juan Carlos Rabionet 
Taken in Batey Consuelito, San Pedro de Macoris, Republica Dominicana 
Used with the permission of  Amor en Acción 

https://twitter.com/Pontifex

