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Welcome to St. John the Beloved Parish.

To register to become a member of our faith
community, please call our parish office, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Parishioners, please take a minute to update your
information at wilmington.parishsoftfamilysuite.com.
We appreciate your assistance. Thank you!

CHURCH STAFF

Very Rev. Joseph Piekarski, V.F., Pastor
Rev. Marek Szczur, Associate Pastor
Deacon Thomas A. Bailey

Deacon Dennis Wuebbels

Deacon Mark Fontana

Mr. Frank Julian, Parish Administrator
Mrs. Sue O’Hanlon, Bookkeeper

Dr. Lisa Papili Carlsen, D.M.A,

Director of Liturgy and Music

Mr. Kevin Duffy, Facilities Manager

Mrs. Jennifer DiBella, Communications
Mrs. Marie Malatesta, Safe Environments
Coordinator

PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
(302) 999-0211

Mrs. Trish Tucker

Sr. Dolores Huhman

Ms. Linda Mondzelewski

PARISH OUTREACH (Volunteer Today)
(302) 994-7867
Mr. Jamie Moulthrop, Coordinator

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE

(302) 994-7757 email: reled@sjbde.org
Mrs. Dolores Ballintyn, Director

Miss Lara D. Ballintyn, Administrative Assistant

St. JOHN THE BELOVED SCHOOL
(302) 998-5525 email:

sjtbschooloffice@saintjohnthebeloved.org

Mr. Richard Hart, Principal

Mrs. Mary Lou Soltys, Vice Principal

Mrs. Sharon Breznitsky, Admissions

Mrs. Mary Ann Thompson, Administrative Assistant

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES:
All Saints: 737-2524
Cathedral: 656-3323
Gate of Heaven: 732-3690

Lectors and Altar Server Schedules are posted
online at SUBDE.org/liturgical-schedules.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Suspended until further notice. To schedule with a
priest, please call the parish office.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptismal Preparation Class please
call the Parish Office at (302) 999-0211.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please complete our online Wedding Form at
SJBDE.org one year prior to the wedding.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Anyone seriously ill or facing surgery, please call a
priest to make arrangements.

HOLY DAY MASSES As announced.
DEVOTIONS - MONDAYS

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - suspended
until further notice.

Adult Choir - suspended until further notice.

Holy Spirit Prayer Group - suspended until further
notice.

First Saturday Devotions with the Blue Army are
held monthly beginning with 8 a.m. Mass.

Legion of Mary - suspended until further notice.

Lazarus Ministry helps those who have lost a
loved._More at SUBDE.org/lazarus-ministry.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Are you interested in becoming a member of the
Catholic faith or in learning more about the
Church? For information please call the parish
office.

Sunday Reading Discussion - suspended until
further notice.

The Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality meets the first
Sunday of the month at 7:30 a.m. Mass to honor
our Blessed Mother, (September - June). Please
join us after mass to pray the rosary.

For more information visit SUBDE.org/Ministries

EASTER SUNDAY
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Life is always teaching us lessons. We should always
learn something from our good and bad times. With
the present global crisis, what are we hopefully
learning? This episode we are undergoing is unique
because, unlike Pearl Harbor, the assassination of
President Kennedy or 9-11, we cannot join hands but
rather are told to separate and scatter. It really makes
us feel abandoned, lonely and alone. Proper
distancing will keep us apart but we are fortunate,
today, for the technology that we are presently using
to communicate with one another.

What are we learning? Well... Life is a gift for each of
us and the preventative measures we are enduring is a
sign that, no matter how much we may compilain,
protecting our lives is a priority. The attack of an
unseen virus reminds us that humans are vulnerable
and life is unpredictable while the virus’ rapid spread
shows us just how very mobile we are today. The
fortune, for so long, of satisfying what we want with
instant gratification has come to a halt, proving for
many how very pampered we have become and
perhaps ungrateful.

What are we learning? The global economy is

plummeting and everyone is sharing in the loss of income and questioning how to pay our bills. This
capitulation is equally as tragic as the disease itself and makes us focus on our dependability for one
another to survive. The present situation has unveiled the character of others, including oneself. We
witness heroic selflessness in areas like the medical and public arena while we cannot believe the casual
concern of some for this pandemic and selfishness of too many at places like the store.

Easter is the precise time to remember that we are made from the weakest clay and that is why we need
a Savior. Almost all catastrophes throughout time were not deemed by God but the result of self
reliance and human frailty. At the cross, Jesus took all of humanities wickedness, arrogance, fears,
uncertainty and hopes and did not forgo His mission to save all of us to the bitter end. God the Father
is well pleased with this atonement for us and the perfect sacrifice teaches us that we are redeemable
and loved by our Creator. He does not abandon us.

What are we learning? Recall that most of the Apostles and disciples separated and scattered when
hard times fell upon the Lord. Who could blame them? They were frightened for their own lives. On the
Day of Resurrection, Jesus entered their barricaded base and gave them His Easter Peace. They
became believers and therefore... so have we.

(Continued under Parish News... )
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Readings for the week of April 12, 2020

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2,
16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jdn
20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5,
7-8,9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20
and 22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7,
8-9 [8b]/Lk 24:13-35

Thursday:  Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7,
8-9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35-48

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4,
22-24, 25-27a [22])/Jn 21:1-14

Saturday:  Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and
14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15

Next Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4,
13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31

Saints and Special Observances:

| Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

7:30 a.m. Our Parish Family
9:30 a.m. Our Parish Family
11:30 a.m. Our Parish Family

‘: Monday within the Octave of Easter

6:30 a.m. John Cameron
8:00 a.m. Elisa M. Quattrociocchi
Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
6:30 a.m. Eleanor Scubelek
8:00 a.m. 50t Wedding Anniversary
Richard & Dorothy
Piekarski
Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
6:30 a.m. Bernarda Balan
8:00 a.m. Michael Goetz

‘. Thursday within the Octave of Easter

(Jewish: Passover ends)
6:30 a.m. Ruth Beverin
8:00 a.m. Stephen Voitus
Friday within the Octave of Easter

6:30 a.m. Joe & Bunny McPolin
8:00 a.m. Dorothy Okoniewski

Saturday within the Octave of Easter

8:00 a.m. Elizabeth Doyle
Pauline Rogers
Patricia Bradley
Clarke Jester
5:00 p.m. Theresa & Joseph
Schiavello
2nd Sunday of Easter or Sunday of Divine
Mercy (Orthodox Easter)
7:30 a.m.  Our Parish Family
9:30 a.m. John Szostkowski
11:30 a.m. Marco Bianchi
5:00 p.m. Rocco Luberti

Your gifts make a meaningful difference to St. John
The Beloved Parish's ministries and programs. We
wish to extend a sincere THANK YOU to everyone
who financially supports our parish through weekly
giving, special collections, one-time gifts, and all of
the other avenues of giving (e.g. volunteering your
time and talent). Everyone's income and needs are
different, and each gift is understood to be a sacrifice
given for the greater good. May God bless your
efforts. We appreciate all you do.

Thank you for your continued generosity to the parish
as part of your gift to God for the good things God
has given you.

Offertory for March 28 / 29, 2020 $ 4,721.00
Building & Maintenance 405.00
Easter 185.00
Easter Decorations 140.00
Outreach 110.00
Other 145.00
Total Parish Collections $ 5.706.00
St. Vincent DePaul 75.00
Diocesan Collections 125.00
Total Collections $ 5,906.00

THANK YOU!
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PARISH NEWS

We are learning a lot about ...oneself. It shows us what we are made of and even more importantly, this
solitary existence should awaken us to the real meaning of Life and our relationship with the One who
gives it to us. Everything is passing, this present crisis will too. But the sober truth is God indeed loves
us and His Son entered our existence to show us the way back to God.

The glory of Christ’s Resurrection can be especially manifested within us this Easter because we should
be learning that despite our present surroundings, God is victorious and we will survive. Allow the
mystery of Our Lord’s Resurrection to get you even closer to Him to receive His Peace... Alleluia!

You and your loved ones are remembered in the Masses of this Holy Season!
Have a Blessed Easter!

Father Piekarski, Father Szczur, Deacons Bailey, Fontana & Wuebbels
and the staff of St. John the Beloved Parish

At the present time, our parish is sharing in the upheaval of the world at large and the homes of our
parishioners and friends. | am personally concerned about the welfare of all of you, firstly, your health
and well being. A group of women have phoned our some 1500 older parishioners to ensure that all is
well with them. Our Parish Outreach is still open and supplying food to those in need. Hospital, nursing
home and homebound visitations are prohibited except, in some facilities, for the dying.

Our parish campus must remain closed until the restrictions are lifted. Our Parish Office is operated
basically by staff working at home on the computer. Our teachers are still teaching their classes, through
technology, and this allows the students to stay isolated at home and yet have uninterrupted lessons for
them to complete the academic year as originally scheduled. Our Daycare Program is cancelled for the
duration of the school year. There have been a number of funerals from the parish which can only be held
at graveside, limiting attendance to 10 people. The spring weddings have been postponed to a later
time.

Like you, we have evaluated how we are going to meet the cost of running the parish. Where
expenditures can be minimalized, we are taking action to do so. Nevertheless, we have on-going costs
like utilities and salaries that must be met. Please remember that we will survive the current Covid-19
Pandemic but what remains will rely on what we put our effort towards.

Hopefully, for all of you reading this, Church, your parish is important to you. | ask that you do not forget
us in contributing to the support we need to continue. Whatever is possible as a contribution is important
to us. We need your financial support to meet our expenses. Please mail your contributions directly to
St. John the Beloved Parish, 907 Milltown Rd, Wilmington, DE 19808 or take advantage of the On-Line
Giving access available on our website SUBDE.org. or click on this link https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/
Giving/stj907269

The prognosis is that recovery will take place after peaking more Coronavirus cases, in this area, within
the present and following weeks. The hold on everything will probably go beyond this month and
perhaps longer. So, our plea on this end is to make you aware that we need to continue until recovery
and it will take your continued support. Please make every effort to help as best as you can in these
difficult weeks. Also, keep your parish in prayer. May the Resurrected Lord touch each one of us.

Gratefully,
Father Joe Piekarski, Pastor
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OUTREACH

As you may know, SJB Outreach is OPEN. In partnership
with our neighbors and faith partners at Community of
Christ Church, Outreach serves a large population within
our community. During this time, they continue to
minister to those most in need.

: o please, help.
To help, please donate nonperishable food directly to our Ml S.BDE.org/Outreach
Outreach center at Community of Christ Church (1205 Y
Milltown Rd. Wilmington, DE 198080.) To make a
monetary donation online in any amount go to
SJBDE.org/Donate to help.

We realize this is a trying time for everyone and we
greatly appreciate your continued support. Anything you
can do is helpful and greatly appreciated. To learn more
about the St. Benedict Outreach program visit
SJBDE.org/Outreach. Thank you - SUBDE Outreach

Please remember in your prayers all who have gone before us and all the deceased of the St. John the
Beloved Parish Community. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. + Kevin J. Lander + Richard "Dick" Hall
+ Bernardine D. Treml + Adrian "Adi" McCullough
| + Simone "Sam" Joseph Ambrosino + Francisca Hoafat
+ Olive E. Kane + Joseph Sadlowski
+ Charles J. Kehr, Jr. + Josephine Tweed
+ John Saunders + Helen Piergiovanni
+ Anthony Saienni, Jr. + Fr. Hilary Rodgers
+ Adrian McCullough + Sr. Mary Joseph Dougherty (Helen)
+ Delores E. Fierro + Patricia Marion Klevence
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest
in peace. Amen.

mw- - - - - == === == 1
| Every Outreach donation goes to assist a member

of our community in need. Please visit sjbde.org/
| outreach to learn more.

___ soup, beans, rice,
“Gracious and loving God, we understand | ___canned fruit and vegetables (X)
that you call us to be stewards of your | — mac & cheese !
abundance. Help us to always use your — pasta, pasta sauce
gifts wisely and teach us to share them | — B el I

tuna, canned meats

generously.” | __ breakfast cereal

We are thankful for all the generous gifts that ___ shampoo, deodorant

you provide to our parish, please consider | __  body wash, bath soap (toiletry items)

using our secure online giving option at the ___ toothpaste and toothbrushes

time. ParishSOFT provides a convenient and | *If you are able, please prayerfully consider making a
safe way to make a one-time, or recurring donation to Outreach @ online giving > sjbde.org/
donation. Visit SUBDE.org to learn more. connect-now-giving, or in the collection at Mass to

SIGN UP TODAY! I help. Thank you.
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CELEBRATE MASS AT HOME

« Monsignor Hurley will be celebrating this weekend's online Mass from the Cathedral @
YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm

- Bishop Robert Barron is posting Daily Mass online at www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/

- Saint Patrick's Cathedral, NY, is live streaming Daily Mass daily at saintpatrickscathedral.org/live

« EWTN lives streams their daily Mass every weekday at 8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.
online at EWTN.com/tv/watch-live

Spiritual Communion Prayer :
“My Jesus, | believe that you’re present in the Holy Sacrament. | love You above all
else, and | desire You in my soul. As long as | can’t receive You sacramentally, at least
enter spiritually into my soul.” (brief pause to unite oneself with Jesus)
“Since you’ve come, | embrace you and unite my entire self with You; don’t let me
ever separate myself from You.”

This prayer has been added to the resources on the diocesan Responding to the Coronavirus
webpage (cdow.org/coronavirus).

AROUND THE DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON

Responding to Coronavirus

In order to keep the Catholic community of Delaware and Maryland’s
Eastern Shore up-to-date regarding our efforts to respond to the
coronavirus (COVID-19), the Diocese of Wilmington has set up this

webpage (cdow.org/coronavirus). Tog e [he r
——m. |IN CHRIST

Responding to Coronavirus

At the advice of government officials, and after consultation with

medical professionals, Bishop Francis Malooly has canceled all public
Masses in the Diocese of Wilmington until further notice. This effort is
designed to help safeguard the public and prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

“We do not take this action lightly and without prayerful consideration,” Bishop Malooly said. “We must
put the health and well-being of our parishioners first. | invite the faithful to stay connected to their parish
community electronically, and to participate in Mass via television and the Internet, during this
challenging time.”

Read the news release here.

Additionally, all diocesan and parish Catholic schools and religious education programs, in Delaware and
Maryland’s Eastern Shore, will be closed or canceled until May 18, 2020. The CYM Spring Sports
season has been canceled.

Click here to view the Catholic Advance Health Care Directive for Delaware.
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MEET OUR RCIA CANDIDATE

David Pepper

My name is David Pepper, | am currently employed as an
Assistant Project Manager at HSC Builders and Construction
Managers. | am soon to be married to my lovely fiancé
Alyssa. Some of my hobbies include golfing, sailing, and
traveling whenever we can with Alyssa.

| was influenced to take the journey to RCIA after attending
several church services with my fiancé and really enjoyed the
Catholic Mass and its spirit. | also want to raise our children
together in the same faith and | think the Catholic Church is a
good faith in which to raise a family. —_—

My journey through RCIA so far has been a great one. | went into RCIA with an open mind and
in turn have had my heart opened to God’s presence. | feel more peace in my life after studying
the Catholic faith and learning about Jesus through RCIA, it has been a wonderful experience
and | recommend it highly.

Before RCIA attending Mass was a little confusing, the people participating have come to
Catholic Masses for some time. They know when to stand out of respect or praise, kneel in
adoration or repentance, or sit in attentiveness or reflection. After being in RCIA and attending
Mass fairly regularly, | am learning how and why we do things. I still will glance at the missile for
the creeds, and other things, but | feel more at home than | ever have in church before.

TODAY Come to Christ ... Life is perhaps God’s greatest gift to
each of us. Without life, we would be unable to experience
[ = LS ;[ H E D AYAF, . all the wonder of this world, the love of family and friends,
A L L E L U I A and the joy that comes from using our talents and skills. Life
itself is more profound a gift than we can even truly

contemplate.

On Easter, we celebrate life. For on this day, Jesus Christ
‘ conquered death and gave to us the chance for a life
eternal. The wonder, love, and joy of this world does not have to end. Through a life in Jesus Christ,
these emotions are heightened, and we find even greater fulfillment in this world.

Maybe this Easter you are finding yourself open to taking a next step in your relationship with Jesus.
This could be the moment you decide to follow Him more closely and take seriously all that he has
given you. If so, welcome to the journey, where there are many other disciples on that same path who
can help show you the way and share their stories. If not, hopefully it doesn’t take a whole year for this
possibility to be considered again. Jesus is alive and waiting to get closer to you. May this Easter
season find you and Our Lord getting to know one another in a whole new way. Happy Easter!

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPiI
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LIVE THE LITURGY

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Our world wants us to believe
that life is only what we make of
it. Today, we realize how untrue
that is. Life is ultimately about
what God makes of it, and the
resurrection of Jesus reveals this.
Alleluia, Christ is risen! Who do
you understand yourself to be?
What we did yesterday, are
doing today, and may do
tomorrow pretty much
determine how we perceive
ourselves. We even perceive
Jesus this way in limiting our
vision of him to his earthly
accomplishments. But, we know
through today's triumphant
celebration that Christ is much
more than his earthly legacy. The
transfigured and resurrected
Christ is the beginning, the end,
and the fulfillment of all things
and every person. All that Jesus
did stands in second place to
who we now know him to be,

Do we realize that this will be
our journey too? Christ is risen.
Alleluia, alleluia!

EASTER
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support at
this time, Thank you!
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WHY DO
YOU REFER
TO JESUS

AS A

"WARRIOR?"

HE PUT A UNIT
OF ROMAN
GUARDS OUT OF
COMMISSION,
ROLLED AWAY A
T 5-TON STONE,
AND KILLED
DEATH —
SOUNDS LIKE A
WARRIOR TO ME!
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‘Do not be afraid! | know that

m you are seeking Jesus the
o~ s - crucified. He is not here, for he

ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS . 2 .
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD has been raised just as he said.

Come and see the place where
he lay. Then go quickly and
tell his disciples, ‘He has been
raised from the dead, and he
is going before you to Galilee;
there you will see him.” Behold,
I have told you.” - Mt 28:5b-7

Excerpls from bhe Lectionary for Mass 2007, 1598, 1570 SO0,

Compassionate and Loving Father, AN D
In the face of confusion and concern
impart to us the calm of Your presence. S PR EAD
In You allow us to find hope and healing.
Be with those who serve the sick and
give them Your caring hands.
Be with those who lead and give themn
Your spirit of wisdom.
Be with those who have fallen ill and
give them Your comforting heart.

Wrap Your orms around our world

and hold us in Your love.
Allow us at this time of trigl to then

serve as instruments of that love

to all we meet. '
We ask this in Your Name. &
eLPi

Amen

Visit SIBDE.org for more. To submit an announcement in our weekly bulletin, go to sjbde.org/submit-bulletin.



