
 

St. John The Beloved Parish

Pastor: Very Rev. Joseph Piekarski 

Our Mission: “Growing a welcoming community of disciples through participation  
in the sacraments, service, prayer and ongoing formation.”

Parish Office: 
907 Milltown Road

Sherwood Park

Wilmington, DE 19808


Phone: (302) 999-0211


JULY 12, 2020

Liturgy Schedule 
Saturday	 	 5:00 p.m.

Sunday     	 	 7:30 a.m.

	 	 	 9:30 a.m.

                  	            11:30 a.m.

	 	 	 5:00 p.m.

Weekday Masses  
Monday - Saturday 	 8:00 a.m. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Very Rev. Joseph Piekarski, V.F., Pastor        
Rev. Marek Szczur, Associate Pastor                  
Deacon Thomas A. Bailey           
Deacon Dennis Wuebbels        
Deacon Mark Fontana       
Mr. Frank Julian, Parish Administrator  
Mrs. Sue O’Hanlon, Bookkeeper             
Dr. Lisa Papili Carlsen, D.M.A.,  
Director of Liturgy and Music 
Mr. Kevin Duffy, Facilities Manager  
Mrs. Jennifer DiBella, Communications 
Mrs. Marie Malatesta, Safe Environments 
Coordinator 
PARISH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST 
(302) 999-0211 
Mrs. Trish Tucker                                         
Ms. Linda Mondzelewski                  

PARISH OUTREACH (Volunteer Today) 
(302) 994-7867 
Mr. Jamie Moulthrop, Coordinator                

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
(302) 994-7757   email: reled@sjbde.org 
Mrs. Dolores Ballintyn, Director                            
Miss Lara D. Ballintyn, Administrative  Assistant     

St. JOHN THE BELOVED SCHOOL  
(302) 998-5525    email: 
sjtbschooloffice@saintjohnthebeloved.org 
Mr. Richard Hart, Principal                                                
Mrs. Mary Lou Soltys, Vice Principal                
Mrs. Sharon Breznitsky, Admissions                                      

Welcome to St. John the Beloved Parish. 

Please visit SJBDE.org and click on the “Join Our 
Parish” button to register to become a member of 
our faith community. 


Parishioners, please take a minute to update your 
information at wilmington.parishsoftfamilysuite.com. 

We appreciate your assistance. Thank you! 

Lectors and Altar Server Schedules are posted 
online at SJBDE.org/liturgical-schedules.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE (Confession)  
Reconciliation is available on Saturdays from 4 to 4:45 
p.m. in the sacristies.  Masks are required.


SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
To schedule a Baptismal Preparation Class please call 
the Parish Office at (302) 999-0211.


SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Please complete our online Wedding Form at  
SJBDE.org one year prior to the wedding. 


SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  Anyone 
seriously ill, or facing surgery, please call a priest to 
make arrangements.


HOLY DAY MASSES As announced.


DEVOTIONS - MONDAYS  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - suspended until 
further notice.


Adult Choir - suspended until further notice. 

 

Holy Spirit Prayer Group - suspended until further 
notice.


First Saturday Devotions with the Blue Army are held 
monthly beginning with 8 a.m. Mass.        


Legion of Mary - suspended until further notice. 

Lazarus Ministry helps those who have lost a loved 
one. More at SJBDE.org/lazarus-ministry. 


Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Are you 
interested in becoming a member of the Catholic faith, 
or in learning more about the Church? For information 
please call the parish office. 


Sunday Reading Discussion - suspended until further 
notice.


The Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality meets the first 
Sunday of the month at 7:30 a.m. Mass to honor our 
Blessed Mother, (September - June). Please join us after 
mass to pray the rosary.   


CATHOLIC CEMETERIES: 
All Saints: 737-2524

Cathedral: 656-3323


Gate of Heaven: 732-3690
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 A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Where does the seed, The Word of God, fall into your 
life?  Jesus used parables, simple stories, to illustrate 
a moral or spiritual lesson in the Gospels.  The 
Parable of the Sower and the Seed represents the 
Gospel.  The sower represents anyone who 
proclaims the Gospel, and the various soils represent 
people's responses to it (the first three representing 
rejection while the last one represents acceptance). 

 

The Word of God falls everywhere; often on barren 
hearts that have no interest and goes nowhere.  
Sometimes the seed falls on rocky ground where it 
cannot take root with enduring enthusiasm for the 
Lord because the initial good feelings die out in time.  
Sometimes the Word falls on thicket and thorns 
where God’s Word takes root but is choked out by 
other priorities or with the vices of immoral society.

 

But there are times that God’s seed falls on good soil. 
 There are many people who care for the Presence of 
the Lord, who are more concerned with His Kingdom 
than their own emotional feelings of His Presence.  
There are many people who refuse to let anything the 
world throws at them destroy the mission they have 
been entrusted with by the Divine Sower.


 

The moral of this Parable is that we need to be good soil.  We have to cultivate the Presence of the Lord in 
our lives, and serve God no matter what we may be feeling or not feeling and also fight off anything that tries 
to destroy our determination to live in union with Jesus.  We can be the good soil that returns to the Lord 
more fruit than we could ever imagine.


A Word of Appreciation to everyone who has cooperated in opening up our Church after 
the pandemic closure.  Masks, sanitizing and keeping distance are not easily adaptable to 
our routine.  Our parish is following the guidelines of our state and diocese.  All 
precautions are taken in order to avoid future closings. 

 

A special thank you to the volunteers that sanitize the pews and church areas after every 
Mass and church gathering.  So many of our parishioners and friends have been dedicated to serving the 
parish in this way.  If possible, please give a helping hand to this sanitizing group.  Some of our regular 
helpers are not always available and extra hands will surely help.  All of us are grateful.  As things progress in 
time, we prayerfully hope that the restrictions may be lifted.  God keep us safe and sound… 
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Your gifts make a meaningful difference to St. 

John The Beloved Parish's ministries and programs. 

We wish to extend a sincere THANKS to everyone 

who financially supports our parish through weekly 

giving, special collections, one-time gifts, and all of 

the other avenues of giving (e.g. volunteering your 

time and talent). Everyone's income and needs are 

different, and each gift is understood to be a 

sacrifice given for the greater good. May God Bless 

your efforts. We appreciate all you do. Thank you. 

Readings for the week of July 12, 2020 

Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk 
8:8]/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9   
Monday: Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 
23 [23b]/Mt 10:34—11:1 
Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8 [cf. 
9d]/Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 
14-15 [14a]/Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab 
and 15, 16-18, 19-21 [20b]/Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16 
[cf. 17b]/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14 [12b]/
Mt 12:14-21 
Next Sunday: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 
15-16 [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30

Thank you for your continued generosity to the parish 
as your gift for the good things God has given you.


Offertory for June 28, 2020                             $    5, 747.00 
Building & Maintenance		                                  205.00

Father’s Day	 	 	 	    	          10.00	
Outreach	 	 	 	 	          10.00

Total Parish Collections                      $    5, 972.00


St. Vincent DePaul	 	 	 	        115.00

Diocesan Collections	 	 	                     546.00

Total Collections             Thank you!                 $   6, 633.00 

Week of July 12, 2020  
Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday: Fi>eenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:30 a.m.          Adam Freccia 
  9:30 a.m.  Stanley Nedwick 
            11:30 a.m.  Stephen Voitus 
  5:00 p.m.  Our Parish Family 

Monday: Saint Henry 
6:30 a.m.  John Blyskal 
8:00 a.m. Richard Hickman, Jr. 

Tuesday: Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin (USA) 
6:30 a.m.    Francis & Marie Murray 

                   8:00 a.m.   Debbie Swiatek 

Wednesday: Saint Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the 
Church  6:30 a.m.    Evelyn DiCinque 
      8:00 a.m.   Tommy Thiemann 

Thursday: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
    6:30 a.m.   John Chubbs 

8:00 a.m. Sophie Vandever 

Friday:  6:30 a.m. Agnes Dworsky 
  8:00 a.m. Lech Grabowski 

Saturday: Saint Camillus de Lellis (USA), BVM  
8:00 a.m. Elizabeth Zankowsky  
5:00 p.m.         Our Parish Family 

Sunday: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  7:30 a.m.          Nancy Davis 
  9:30 a.m.  Danny Segars 
            11:30 a.m.  Susan Trolio 
  5:00 p.m.  Brandon Lafferty
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 PARISH NEWS

Please remember in your prayers all those who 
have gone before us and the recently deceased 
of the St. John the Beloved Parish Community.  


Eternal rest grant unto them,  O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.            

+ Deacon Francis Huhn  
+ Robert F. (Bob) Miller 
+ Andrew Scott Riley 
+ Donna M. Williams  
+ John Robinson (Jack) Giles 

   + James G. McManus, Sr. 
+ Carmela “Lina” Terranova 
+ John Francis Ruff  

May their soul, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of  God, rest in peace.   

Amen. 

Every Outreach donation goes to assist those 
members of our community most in need. Visit 
sjbde.org/outreach to learn more. Thank you. 

___    soup, beans, rice,

___    canned fruit and vegetables

___    mac & cheese

___    pasta, pasta sauce

___    peanut butter and jelly

___    tuna, canned meats

___    breakfast cereal  

___    shampoo, deodorant

___    body wash, bath soap (toiletry items) 

___    toothpaste and toothbrushes


*If you are able, please prayerfully consider 
making a donation to Outreach via online giving 
@ sjbde.org/connect-now-giving, or add to the 
collection at Mass. Thank you.    

For Mass Intentions, or to purchase a 
Mass card, please call the parish office. 
Thank you.

Your help is needed and appreciated. Please sign 
up to assist after Mass, Monday, July 13 through 
Sunday, July 19, by completing the form online at 
SJBDE.org. Thank you. SJB Football Signups are open for the 2020 

season! The JV team includes 4th grade - 6th 
grade students, Varsity consists of students in 7th 
and 8th grade. Sign up online at https://
tinyurl.com/SJBfb2020reg. For more info email: 
Philipjohnston1@comcast.net.

SJB Cheerleading Team Sign-Ups for 2020-2021 Season 
are now open for girls who will be in the 4th through 8th 
grades in the fall!  Please use the link to fill out the 
signup form online. https://forms.gle/
U7FuhPzDAD3HdsdTA

Responding to COVID-19 - To view our parish Open / Closed status visit SJBDE.org/covid-19-updates.

 
Our parish hall will remain closed to all activities until August 1, 2020. Church activities are limited to:


Daily Mass, Monday through Saturday, is at 8:00 a.m.

Weekend Masses: 5:00 p.m. Saturday and 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Sunday

Daily Rosary immediately following the 8:00 AM daily mass (with social distancing limitations and limited 
number attending).

Scheduled weddings, funerals, and baptisms (with social distancing limitations and limited number 
attending).


Other church activities such as novenas, First Saturday devotions, etc. remain suspended for the present. All 
other on-site meetings, organizational events, sports activities, social events, etc. are suspended until 
at least August 1, 2020. If you have questions, please email the Facilities Management Office. Thank you. 

 
To reschedule a canceled event, please use the MIDAS reservation system by going to sjbde.org. Click on 
the "ABOUT" tab. Click on "Facilities & Maintenance" in the drop-down box and follow the directions.

Thank you. 
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 INSPIRE 

Marriage Moments: An elderly man had just lost his wife, when a 4-year-old neighbor child saw him crying. 
The little boy went to the man's yard and just sat there. When the boy's mother asked him what he'd said to 
the neighbor, the boy answered, "Nothing, I just helped him cry." When was the last time one of you cried?  


Parenting Pointers: Your kids probably have a notion of what heaven is like. Ask them to describe heaven in 
their own words. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 By Susan Vogt www.SusanVogt.net 

JESUS COMMANDED US to pray for vocations with his words, “Pray, therefore, the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9:38). Take on prayer for vocations as your personal effort to increase the number of 
priests, sisters, brothers, and lay ministers. - Serra for priestly and religious vocations 

 CELEBRATE MASS AT HOME
To abide by social distancing, take advantage of the many wonderful spiritual exercises available on 
television and websites:


• Sunday Mass at St. John the Beloved www.youtube.com/channel/SJBDE, online 3 p.m. Sat.

• Livestream Saint Patrick's Cathedral, NY, Daily Mass at saintpatrickscathedral.org/live 

• EWTN Daily Mass is live-streamed every weekday at 8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.

That all those now discerning their vocation will be attentive in prayer and active in their response to Jesus 
the Eternal Word who calls them, we pray to the Lord.     Amen. 

Connect with SJBDE online on Facebook for daily Posts.
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Visit SJBDE.org for Parish News, Daily readings and More.

 AROUND THE DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON

RETROUVAILLE:  REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR 
MARRIAGE  Tens of thousands of couples have healed 
their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-
vy).  If you know anyone who could benefit from this 
program, please pass this on.  Couples learn to build 
communication skills and to increase intimacy.  It provides 
help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises.  The next 
program begins the weekend of August 14 - 16 at the 
Family Life Center in Malvern, PA.  For more information, 
or to register, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 
215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All inquiries are strictly 
confidential.

Catholic Youth & Young Adult Ministry (CYM) is accepting registrations for the 2020-2021school year for new 
and returning student athletes grades 3 - high school. Please note that no athlete younger than 3rd grade should 
be registered with CYM.

Athletes will not be eligible to tryout, practice, or play any sport if they are not registered with CYM and 
affiliated with SJB. CYM plans to begin the fall sports season in early September, after Labor Day. Please 
use the following link to register:  CYM registration  

If you have an existing account with CYM from previous years, you must use the same user name and email 
address from the original household registration.  If you forgot your user name or password, use the indicated 
steps for password recovery, DO NOT create a new user name.  It will be rejected by the system. Direct 
questions to Todd Oliver at psu9296@yahoo.com.

Links
• Marriage – Unique for a Reason
• For the Sake of God’s Children
• For Your Marriage
• Por Tu Matrimonio

Listen to Catholic Forum every Saturday morning at 
11:00 on Relevant Radio 640. Next Saturday, July 
18th, learn about the mental health challenges some 
face during the coronavirus pandemic and how 
Catholic Charities is helping people meet those 
challenges when Ms. Lisa Ritchie is the guest. After 
it airs, listen online anytime at www.cdow.org/
CatholicForum, or search “Catholic Forum” on 
Apple, Spotify, or iHeartRadio podcasts.  For 
photos, information regarding upcoming guests, 
links and more, “Like” Catholic Forum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/CatholicForum

Bishop Malooly will celebrate the Chrism Mass on Thursday, July 16 at 2 pm at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter. Due to occupancy limits and to ensure proper physical 
distancing, only priests are invited to participate in person. All others are invited to 
spiritually join the Bishop by joining the live-stream broadcast on the diocese's 
YouTube channel: YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm. 


The Lazarus Ministry at St. John the Beloved Church is a Ministry of caring people who have lost a 
loved one somewhere in our past.  

 
We reach out to those who have lost a loved one buried from our Church in the past year by 
sending cards, Care Notes, and the occasional phone call.  The annual All Souls Mass held on 
Nov. 2 each year honors and remembers the deceased from the Parish. It is a beautiful Mass 
which ends with a reception hosted by our Ministry.


Perhaps you have lost someone dear in the past and received help through family, friends, or even the 
Lazarus Ministry and wish to continue the cycle of giving. We are not a support group, but rather, a group of 
people who understand grief and wish to lend an ear and supply helpful reading material to the grieving of 
our parish. Your help is done in the comfort of your home and all supplies and stamps are provided. Contact 
Karen Kohler at 593-0443.
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For inspirational updates Connect with SJBDE at Instagram, & Twitter.
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Please support our local advertisers. Our advertisers need your help during these difficult 
times. Thank you. 

LIVE THE LITURGY - 
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Any good farmer will tell you that 
regardless of how good the quality of 
the seed, its sprouting and bearing of 
effective fruit is dependent upon the 
quality of the soil. Preparing the soil 
is one of the most essential 
components of farming. There is no 
doubt that the seed of God’s Word 
will eventually achieve its purpose. 
God cannot and will not fail. When 
and how that seed bears fruit is, 
however, dependent upon us. What is 
the quality and condition of your soil? 
Life’s concerns and preoccupations 
can cause us to become inattentive to 
our inner life. This sometimes 
unintentional neglect can result in our 
soil becoming hard, overgrown with 
weeds, rocky, parched, and lifeless. 
When God’s seed is sown, it doesn’t 
always take root because it struggles 
to establish roots and flourish. How 
can you more attentively attend to the 
soil of your heart so that it will be a 
fertile and vital place for the fruit of 
the Gospel to grow?

Focus on the Good - When I was a child, my mother had a set of sculptures resembling 
three human heads. One head had hands over the ears, one had hands over the eyes, and 
one had hands over the mouth. Of course, they depicted the phrase, “Hear no evil; see no 
evil; speak no evil.” I have seen these images repeated many times since then, usually as 
the monkey heads from a Japanese proverb, which would have probably seemed a little 
less creepy to me when I was a small child. Apparently, there is no consensus about the full 
meaning or certain origin of these three images nor the phrase. At the very least, it causes 
us to reflect on the need to avoid evil and look for the good in things. 

As I have lived my life, I have come to believe there are more people who lives their lives 
in a contrary manner to these images. It is not that they seek evil, but it is as if they “see no 
good, hear no good, and speak no good.” Gossiping is the way they pass the time, and they 
always seem to find the negative in people and situations. Being a good steward certainly 
means that we do not seek evil, but more than that, it means that we see the abundance of 
good things all around us. These gifts of God are big and little, profound and ordinary. By 
seeing the world in this way, we begin to change our personalities and our overall 
disposition. We always need to follow a new proverb: see all the good, hear all the good, 
and speak about the good. Amen. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 


