AMBROSE

Never Stop Renovating - Easter Sunday

Today we celebrate the most significant day in our faith, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. The fulfillment of God’s promise and plan for the salvation of all the world through
His only begotten Son. This day reminds us that through Christ, we can perpetually sing and shout
with great joy the return of the Lord. Bringing “hosanna” to be on our hearts and minds as we are
filled with everlasting joy.

Do you remember where you were when you were celebrating Easter last year? Easter 2020
felt so bleak for many of us as society began to shut down in response to the pandemic. Without
the ability to celebrate Holy Week, our whole idea of normalcy was taken away from us. We have
had to adapt over the slow passage of time to our “new normal.” In liturgical terms, we could say
this whole year has felt like extra-long Lent.

This year we finally have our Holy Week back. We are able to celebrate Easter properly again
as the Church always has, with only a few adaptations for health and safety. Hosanna! That is, let
us rejoice with great joy together once more. We are finally heading in the right direction.

As we celebrate this Easter Sunday together, | invite you to think about this: what has been
resurrected in you over this past year? What have you done or accomplished to strengthen your
relationship with Christ? We all were forced to hit “reset” on our lives and routines last year. The
busyness, worries, and distractions that took us away from the peace, love, and joy of Christ, in a
moment, all came to a halt. Everything we had filled our lives and schedules with before had to
come to a complete, albeit necessary, stop! Looking back, we find our lives are not what they were
like before. Leaving me to ponder: do | have a reason to rejoice in all that?

Through the gospel accounts for Palm Sunday and Good Friday, the passion of Christ, we are
reminded that our Savior was stripped of everything. Although not to the same extent, each of us
can relate to this. Christ showed us that through the Passion and Crucifixion comes the
Resurrection. God’s plan of great joy was brought about through the unexpected. What was the
great joy brought to you through you this unexpected year? Have you begun spending more time
with God? More time with your family? Is your life just simpler than it was before? Has your
perspective on life changed? Do you recognize the value of something in your life more? Do you
appreciate the little moments in life more?

For each and everyone of us, upon serious reflection, we can find that something lifeless
within us has joyfully come back to life. Whether great or small, we can find a way to sing Hosanna
and rejoice as it took the pandemic and shutdown for God to bring about a resurrection within
us. As we continue our Easter season, making our way towards Pentecost, | encourage you to
continue to reflect on the changes He has brought about in you. How are you being brought closer
to Christ, and the peace, love, and joy He offers? Recognize what you may have taken for granted
in your old life as you perpetually renew. Let our Easter joy lead us to an ongoing renewal to
become the holy people of God that we are called to be. Taking each step into the self that God
sees. Hosanna! Happy Easter and God bless you all!

-Fr Brian Kelly
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