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A 
s we celebrate the Lordôs 
Baptism at the close of the 
Christmas season, we know 

that the baptism of Jesus did not 
free the sinless One from sin. In-
stead, Jesusô touch transformed the 
Jordan River. The water of Johnôs 
baptizing became the water with 
which all would be baptized. As we 
see our new baptismal font, we 
know that the power of Jesusô Spir-
it moves through this water, and us 
and the cosmos. Jesus in his bap-
tism reordered the world to love, 
truth, grace, justice, mercy, and 
right relationships! 

 
In the Incarnation at Christmas, we 
meet human flesh transfigured by 
the Word of God. In the Epiphany, 
we see the nations transformed and 
called to receive the peace of 
Christ. In the Baptism of the Lord, 
the cosmos, the world we know, 
carries anew the touch of God that 
was known at the Creation. As the 
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ 
reminds us, today ñthe world is 
charged with the grandeur of God. 
It will flame out, like shining from 
shook foil....ò 

 
This week, we have seen nations 
on the brink of war, an earthquake 
hit hurricane devastated Puerto Ri-
co, a Ukrainian passenger jet fall 
from the sky and perhaps one-half 
billion animals lost in the months-
long Australian wildfires. While 
we ask and cannot answer where 
evil comes from and why so much 
suffering even the suffering of the 
burning landscapes we do know 
where grace and blessing, healing 
and mercy, finding and restoring 

come from: the grace infused world 
and lives transfigured by the Lord 
who touched the waters of the Jor-
dan. 

  
Our first reading from Isaiah 
speaks of this one who was to 
come: ñhe shall bring forth justice 
to the nations, not crying out, not 
shouting, not making his voice 
heard in the street. A bruised reed 
he shall not break, and a smolder-
ing wick he shall not quench, until 
he establishes justice on the 
earthé.ò 
 

May we carry the light of Christ-
mas, Epiphany, and the Baptism of 
the Lord to our hurting, broken, 
and sin-touched world. Let us pro-
claim in deed and word that Christ 
has come to us, called the nations, 
restored justice, and opened the 
cosmos and the earth, our common 
home, to Godôs love and mercy 
anew. 
  
May the peace of Christ transform 
us all, 

 
Deacon Larry 

FROM DEACON LARRY VACLAVIK 



SIGN UP TO GIVE A  
RECURRING GIFT ONLINE! 

If you have already signed up to give a recurring gift online, thank you.  
If not, please consider signing up today. Your participation in supporting  

our ministries matters! 

1 

2 

3 

Visit www.sttheresa.cc and click Online Giving. 

Select the collection of your choice. 

Set up your donation amount, payment type,  
and frequency. 

Once your account information is added, donations will  
automatically deduct from your account. Itôs that easy! 

Thanks to all who generously contributed to  
the Advent Flowers.  
God Bless! 

Suzanne Hardman  
Pat Lero 

Margery Gray 
Mary A. Broughton (Angela) 
Steve V. Paguio Jr. 

Janet LaCorte 
Gloria DeJohn 

Roy and Joanie Hughes  
Todd and Stephanie Stuiber  



Pilgrimage to  
Christ in the Desert  

Monastery  
 

From Wednesday through Sunday, 
April 15-19, 2020 (week after Easter)  

 

We will be traveling to Christ in the  
Desert Monastery for three days of prayer,  

reflection, and rejuvenation with  
the Benedictine Monks at the Monastery.  
This will be our third annual pilgrimage to  
the Monastery, which is located within  
the Rio Chama canyon, north of Abiquiu,  
New Mexico. We will also spend one night in  

Santa Fe and attend Mass at the  
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Francis of Assisi.  

 

For more information and to make reservations, 

please contact Aaron Tuley  
at tuleyaicp@gmail.com  

Space is limited, so please do not delay!  

mailto:tuleyaicp@gmail.com


Seeking Peace and Quiet  
this New Year? 

Adoration gives us a chance to  
prepare and be at peace. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament  Chapel is 
located at the far corner of  
the Fellowship Hall. 

 
To Commit to a Holy Hour, please call 

Diana Sepulveda at  
713-542-4706 

Readers,  
please use the left 
QR-code to 
indicate your 

availability for the 
first three months 

 of 2020!   

DURING THE  
10:00 AM MASS  

(USUALLY THE FIRST AND 
FOURTH SUNDAYS OF  
EACH MONTH.)   

Children ages 4 through 7 are  
dismissed before the Liturgy of the 
Word and gather to hear the Sunday 
Gospel reading in an age appropriate 
format. Children then discuss the 
Gospel reading and complete an  
activity that supports the Gospel  

reading.  Afterwards the  
children return to Mass before the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. Children's 
Liturgy of the Word is led by "CMG 

Safe Haven" volunteers.    
 

WE ARE GROWING!!! 
Please consider becoming a leader or 
helper. Please contact Janice Berger 

at jberger@sttheresa.cc or  
713-869-3783 for more details. 

mailto:jberger@sttheresa.cc

