MAY JESUS CHRIST
BE PRAISED!
March, 29 2020 / 5th Sunday of Lent
Spiritual Ponderings:
Trust V
Let us renew our trust in god, and go forward without fear. - Abraham Lincoln. Abraham Lincoln had much to fear as he
was becoming President of the United States and somehow his trust in God allowed him to keep moving forward. Let us
continue our reflections on trust today. Quotes from Stephen M.R. Covey’s book The Speed of Trust: The One Thing that
Changes Everything. will be in bold my commentary in normal type.
Stephen M.R. Covey lays out what he calls five waves of trust. They are self-trust, relationship-trust, organizationaltrust, market-trust, and societal-trust. Each of these waves build upon another so when you become more
trustworthy in one wave, you will become more trustworthy in the others. The opposite is also true.
This is why the Church is in such a bad situation right now. A few individuals proved to not be trustworthy
and their untrustworthiness rippled throughout the five waves of trust to where the Church as a whole has a
credibility problem. The only way to fix this is for individuals to prove themselves trustworthy again and see the ripple
reversed.
The problem in organizations, however, is that many “ethics” solutions focus on compliance. The compliance
definition of “ethics” is not one of integrity or intergatedness; it is a water-down, devalued definition that
essentially means “follow the rules.” Ethics training, therefore, is often focused exclusively on conformity to
Sarbanes-Oxley and other regulatory and rules-based legislation—and not on clarifying values and fostering
integrity to those values and to enduring principles.
Human beings might be capable of determining what is lawful and unlawful they cannot determine what is moral and
immoral. Only God can decide that. The Pharisees are examples of people who thought they could treat others how
ever they wanted as long as that they obeyed laws of God.
As Albert Camus said, “Integrity has no need of rules.”
A person who has integrity will always do what is right no matter if it lawful or not. I love the following story about
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
Why Desmond Tutu Became an Anglican Priest
All of us have heard of Desmond Tutu, but few of us will know who Trevor Huddleston is. Yet
without Trevor Huddleston there may have been no anti-apartheid leader named Tutu.
Asked by the BBC to identify the defining moment in his life Desmond Tutu spoke of the day he
and his mother were walking down the street. Tutu was nine years old. A tall white man dressed in a
black suit came towards them. In the days of apartheid, when a black person and a white person met
while walking on a footpath, the black person was expected to step into the gutter to allow the white
person to pass and nod their head as a gesture of respect. But this day, before a young Tutu and his
mother could step off the sidewalk the white man stepped off the sidewalk and, as my mother and I
passed, tipped his hat in a gesture of respect to her!
The white man was Trevor Huddleston, an Anglican priest who was bitterly opposed to
apartheid. It changed Tutu’s life. When his mother told him that Trevor Huddleston had stepped off
the sidewalk because he was a man of God Tutu found his calling. “When she told me that he was an

Anglican priest I decided there and then that I wanted to be an Anglican priest too. And what is more, I
wanted to be a man of God” said Tutu.
Huddleston later became a mentor to Desmond Tutu and his commitment to the equality of all
human beings due to their creation in God’s image a key driver in Tutu’s opposition to apartheid.
Source: This story has been widely reported including by Tutu himself in a 2003 interview with the
BBC and in Tutu’s Nobel Prize ceremony.
Trevor Huddleston gesture of respect for Desmond’s mother was not lawful but it was something that showed he was
a man of integrity.
How many of Church would be fulfilled at all time if we but were all people of integrity.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
March 29 2020 / Fifth Sunday of Lent / Lectionary: 34 / Gospel JN 11:1-45
Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who had
anointed the Lord with perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was ill. So the
sisters sent word to him saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” hen Jesus heard this he said, “This illness is not to
end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
trying to stone you, and you want to go back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in a day? If one
walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks at night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him.” He said this, and then told them, “Our friend Lazarus is asleep, but I am
going to awaken him.” So the disciples said to him, “Master, if he is asleep, he will be saved.” But Jesus was talking
about his death, while they thought that he meant ordinary sleep. So then Jesus said to them clearly, “Lazarus has
died. And I am glad for you that I was not there, that you may believe. Let us go to him.” So Thomas, called Didymus,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go to die with him.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two miles away. And many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise.” Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the
resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, the one who is coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary secretly,
saying, “The teacher is here and is asking for you.” As soon as she heard this, she rose quickly and went to him. For
Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still where Martha had met him. So when the Jews who were with her
in the house comforting her saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they followed her, presuming that she was going to
the tomb to weep there. When Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said to him, “Lord,
if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come
with her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Sir, come and see.” And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” But some of them said, “Could not the
one who opened the eyes of the blind man have done something so that this man would not have died?” So Jesus,
perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha,
the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four days.” Jesus said to
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised
his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd here
I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.” And when he had said this, He cried out in a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a
cloth. So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what
he had done began to believe in him.
Spiritual Reflection: What would you do with a good second chance?
Spiritual Questions:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What are your thoughts about your resurrection?
If you were Lazarus, what would you do on the day after Christ gave you back your life?
What do you need to do right now to prepare for your death?
Do you have a good relationship with the Holy Spirit?
How do Martha and Mary allow their lives with Jesus change them?

Thought of the Day
Sunday

The most beautiful people we have known are those who have known defeat, known suffering,
known struggle, known loss, and have found their way out of those depths. - Elisabeth KublerRoss

Monday

Pain and suffering have come into your life, but remember pain, sorrow, suffering are but the
kiss of Jesus - a sign that you have come so close to Him that He can kiss you. - Mother Teresa

Tuesday

Dear Child of God, I am sorry to say that suffering is not optional. - Desmond Tutu

Wednesday

If you seek patience, you will find no better example than the cross. Great patience occurs in two
ways: either when one patiently suffers much, or when one suffers things which one is able to
avoid and yet does not avoid. Christ endured much on the cross, and did so patiently, because
when he suffered he did not threaten; he was led like a sheep to the slaughter and he did not
open his mouth. - Thomas Aquinas

Thursday

Without our suffering, our work would simply be social work, very good and helpful, but it would
not be the work of Jesus Christ, not part of the Redemption. - Mother Teresa

Friday

The Lord did not create suffering. Pain and death came into the world with the fall of man. But
after man had chosen suffering in preference to the joys of union with God, the Lord turned
suffering itself into a way by which man could come to the perfect knowledge of God. - Thomas
Merton

Saturday

The truth that many people never understand until it is too late is that the more you try to avoid
suffering, the more you suffer. - Thomas Merton
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Prayer for People to Answer the Call to be People of Justice
God of life and love, you created us in your image and sent your Son to
bring us life. Instill in us a respect for all life, from conception to natural
death. Empower us to work for justice for the poor. Nourish us that we
may bring food to the hungry. Inspire us to cherish the fragile life of the
unborn. Strengthen us to bring comfort to the chronically ill. Teach us to
treat the aging with dignity and respect. Bring us one day into the glory of
everlasting life. We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Eternal and merciful Father, I give you thanks for the gift of Your Divine Son
who suffered, died and rose from the dead for all people. I thank You also for
my Catholic Faith and ask Your help that I may grow in fidelity by prayer, by
works of charity, and by Penance and the Holy Eucharist.

St. Monica
Society

Inspired by confidence in Your power to move hearts and by the success of
prayer, I pray for (N) who no longer share(s) in the intimate life of your
Catholic family. Grant through my prayer and witness that (she/he/they) may
be open to the promptings of the HOLY SPIRIT to return to the loving union with
Your people. Grant also that my prayer be ever hopeful and that I may never
judge another, for You alone can read hearts. I ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen

Please join us in praying a special
prayer each month for Catholics
who have fallen away from their
faith.

Catholic Prayers
Novena to Our Lady Of Hope
I am the mother of fair love, and of fear, and of knowledge, and of holy hope. In me is all grace of the way and of the
truth; in me is all hope of life and of virtue. Come to me all that desire me and be filled with my fruits (Sirach 24:24-26).
O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Grace, Hope of the world. Hear us, your children, who cry to you.
Let Us Pray.
O God, who by the marvelous protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary has strengthened us firmly in hope, grant we
beseech You, that by persevering in prayer at her admonition, we may obtain the favors we devoutly implore.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Prayer to Our Lady of Hope
O Mary, my Mother, I kneel before you with heavy heart. The burden of my sins oppresses me. The knowledge of my
weakness discourages me. I am beset by fears and temptations of every sort. Yet I am so attached to the things of this
world that instead of longing for Heaven I am filled with dread at the thought of death.
O Mother of Mercy, have pity on me in my distress. You are all-powerful with your Divine Son. He can refuse no request
of your Immaculate Heart. Show yourself a true Mother to me by being my advocate before His throne. O Refuge of
Sinners and Hope of the Hopeless, to whom shall I turn if not you?
Obtain for me, then, O Mother of Hope, the grace of true sorrow for my sins, the gift of perfect resignation to God's Holy
Will, and the courage to take up my cross and follow Jesus. Beg of His Sacred Heart the special favor that I ask in this
novena.
(State your request here...)
But above all I pray, O dearest Mother, that through your most powerful intercession my heart may be filled with Holy
Hope, so that in life's darkest hour I may never fail to trust in God my Savior, but by walking in the way of His
commandments I may merit to be united with Him, and with you in the eternal joys of Heaven. Amen.
Mary, our Hope, have pity on us.
Hope of the Hopeless, pray for us.
Recite the following prayers... 3 Hail Marys...

Humor
Classic One-Liners
1.
I went to buy some camouflage clothing, but I couldn’t find it.

2.

My wife went to a self-help group for compulsive talkers. It’s called On and On Anon.

3.

“Veni, Vidi, Velcro” – I came, I saw, I stuck around.

4.

I’m reading a terrifically interesting book about antigravity—I just can’t put it down.

5.

If you are what you eat, I’m dead meat.

