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Web Site: www.stphilipcs.com                Email: stphilipcs@att.net                                         

SACRAMENTS: 

BAPTISM: Parents are encouraged to make arrangements with the  parish 

office prior to the birth of the child. 

MATRIMONY: contact the parish office to make arrangements at least 6 

months prior to the anticipated date.  A new baptismal        certificate must be 

obtained from the home parish showing that the couple are free to marry. 

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK: Families should notify the parish office 

of  members admitted to hospitals and convalescent facilities.  Emergency 

calls can be made to (254)754-1221. 

VOCATIONS: We pray that anyone considering a religious vocation seek 

out information with our clergy or contact Fr. Jonathan Raia at (512) 949-

2405 or go to the Diocesan Web page 

http://www.austindiocese.org/dept/vocations/calendar 

 
 

We welcome you to join us! 
For the celebration of Mass on Sunday 

at 9:45 A.M.  
Confession every Sunday from 9:15A.M. 

- 9:45 A.M. 
Potluck Social following Mass on 1st 

Sunday of the month 
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Welcome!                     
 

We would like to say welcome and ask 
that you fill out the Registration form 
available at the back of the Church.  It is 
important that your family information 
be kept up-to-date and available to Fa-
ther.  It also assists us in keeping you 
informed of the many activities and op-
portunities to participate in the commu-
nity life of our parish.  Be sure to in-

clude your e-mail address! 
 

Please return the forms to 
Evelyn Hackney at the parish office. 

 

Thank you. 

A warm welcome to all    

of our visitors today.  

Please come again !  



Pastoral Council:  

Stewardship of Treasure 
Last Sundayõs Collectioné.é$1,711.00 
Amount needed weeklyé..é.$1,600.00 

This Weeks Prayer Intentions 

 

Pope Francisõ prayer intentions for the month of  November: 
 
That Christians in Asia, bearing witness to the Gospel in word and deed, may pro-
mote dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, especially with those of other 
religions  

 
Gospel Meditation 

  
Should Christmas trees be considered a religious symbol? 
  
It depends on how religious symbols are defined. If it means anything to which reli-
gious significance can be attached, then yes, because many Christians have at-
tached religious significance to the Christmas tree (e.g., the Tree of Life, both in 
Eden and on Calvary). But if a religious symbol of a holiday is considered a tangi-
ble object intrinsically attached to that holiday, and without which the holiday 
wouldnõt be the same, then no, because the celebration of Christmas does not re-
quire Christmas trees. Christmas trees are a decoration that Christians incorpo-
rated into their celebration of the holiday over the centuries. They did not become 
widespread in the English-speaking world until German relatives of the British 
royal family brought the custom to Great Britain in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Christians justified the custom on religious grounds by explaining that the ever-
green tree can symbolize eternal life. Even today in many traditionally Catholic 
countries, far more emphasis is placed on the much older Christian custom of 
erecting Nativity scenes, a tradition attributed to St. Francis of Assisi.  In short, 
although Christmas trees are a beloved custom in much of the English-speaking 
world, they are not necessary to the celebration of the holiday and are not nearly 
as symbolic of the holiday as the crèche. If it is agreed that a religious symbol 
should be understood then to mean a tangible object intrinsically attached to that holiday, 
Christmas trees are to Christmas what dreidels are to Hanukkahña beloved cus-
tom but not a religious symbol.       
  
Answered by:  Catholic Answers Staff 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tim Condon (254) 715-7940 
Tim.Condon65@gmail.com 
 
Christy DeLeon (254)486-9398 
cwdeleon@windstream.net 
 
Cory Viertel (254)640-0546 
coryviertel@yahoo.com 
Laura Mendel (210)8469742 
jemendel@earthlink.net 
 
Anthony Rodriguez 817-713-
9024 
ranthonyrodri-
guez@hotmail.com 
 
Ronald Hochstatter 
rhochstatter@mclennan.edu 
 
Father John (512) 422-3660 
jguzaldo@waco.twcbc.com 
 
Finance Council: 
Cliff Johnston (713)818-1575 
Cliff_joh@msn.com 
 
Greeters/Gift Bearers: 
Evelyn Hackney  235-1848 
 
Altar Servers: 
Amanda Hansard (254)848-9005 
hansardra@earthlink.com 
Music Ministry:  
Righard Hansard (254) 848-9005 
bosquendental@windstream.net 
 
Terry Traskos (254)932-5729 
Terri_traskos@yahoo.com 
 
Hospility Ministry:  
Frankie Muehlstein, Jr 
(254)836-4952 
 
Knights of Columbus: 
John Tibbs (254)855-2935 
fishermanTx@gmail.com 
Prolife Ministry: 
Laura Mendel (210)846-9742 
jemendel@earthlink.net 
Prayer Chain: 
Patricia Alleman: (254) 836-4076 
pddyalleman@aol.com 
Facility Management: 
Bobby Craig (254) 709-8716 
Mike Goldsmith 
(254)855-4773 
MGolds@Hot.rr.com 
 

Readings for the Week 

Sunday:Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19  
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [1a]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 



Parish Events & News 

Smoked Christmas Hams: The Knights of Columbus will be selling smoked bone in hams (Approx. 8lbs) for 

your family to enjoy during the Christmas holiday.  Each ham will be $30. Please place your order by wither signing up 

in the back of the church or texting/email Cory Viertel at 254-640-0546 or CoryViertel@yahoo.com. ORDERS 
MUST BE PLCED BY NOON ON DECEMBER 5TH.   Hams will be available for pickup on Satur-

day, December 23rd from 9-10 am or on Sunday, , December 24th after Mass. Payment is due upon pickup. 
 
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is Friday, December 8, a Holy Day of Obligation. 
This festival in honor of Mary is also the patron feast of our country.  This is a day of prayer in honor of the Mother 
of our Lord and our country. Mass will be at 6PM , St. Philipõs. Advent Pence service before Mass. 
 
. New Bible Study Wednesday  evening: Do you bring your children to CCE for their Catholic education?  While 
you are waiting for them you can now improve your own knowledge of  your religion.  The first, third and fourth 
Wednesday 5:45 PM, Tim Condon will be leading a bible study on THE MASS. 
 
Items for the Holiday Helper tree need to be delivered by December 19th. The office is open 9:00 AMð 12:00 PM on 
M-W-F, items can be dropped off  then or before Mass.  
 
St. Philip Christmas Party-December 9th at 6:00 PM.  Please join us for our parish wide Christmas party! To kick 
off the night, our CCE program will be presenting the Nativity Story. This will be followed by a pot luck meal. Please 
bring your favorite dish along with your family and friends. 
 
Santaõs Shop will be held in connection with the Living Nativity and church pot luck on December 9th.  This will be 
for the kids to shop for  their families and helpful elves to assist with the purchases will be available. Jewelry, home 
d®cor, books, kitchen items and more will be available.  Contact Loura Mendel, Santaõs chief elf, for more information 
at  jemendel@earthlink.net or  210-846-9742. 
 
ôTIS (almost) THE SEASON.  We prepare for everything we consider important in life. And that includes Christ-
mas, Join others for Best Advent Ever, a free email program that will help you prepare for Christ in a unique way. 
Each day youõll receive an email withé  
                                              Short inspirational videos from Matthew Kelly and Dr. Allen Hunt 
                                              Practical tips for your everyday life 
                                               Real-life stories of hope 
TO SIGN UP, VISIT BestAdventEver.com/BeautifulHope 
 
Free Advent books are available for families located on the back table. Be sure to pick one up for your family to use 
during Advent starting December 3rd. 
 
The Mass on Wednesday Dec 13th at 8am will be dedicated to the 40 Days For Life 2017 campaign.  This will be 
followed by a Rosary at the new Planned Parenthood facility on Hwy 6 ( take Bosque Blvd. exit Hwy 6E) then fol-
lowed by coffee & fellowship.  Contact Laura Mendel, Prolife chair , at 210-846-9742 or jemendel@earthlink.net for 
more information. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
 

Crucifix and Cross Fundraiser will be selling beautiful hand ðcrafted crosses and crucifixes made in the Holy Land.  
They contain 4 elements from the Holy Land; incense, earth from Bethlehem, stones from the Holy Land and dried 
rose petals.  These will be wonderful Christmas gifts or additions for your home or office.  An ONLINE PARISH 
CODE  to make ordering simple and convenient for you. To place an order go to :http://
www.totallycatholicfundraising.com/Products/crucifixes.  When checking out enter Parish Code 4066 in the 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS.  Orders will be shipped directly to you and the funds will be applied to S. Louis  funds 
to help teens attend DCYC and Confirmation retreat. 
 



Alice Chandler ïOwner 
789 FM 1637 

 
234-772-0000 

E-Mail:alice@chandlergunshop.com 
Firearms Sales-Gun Shop-license to carry classes 

 
Hunter Safety Classes-NRA Firearm Training 

 
Pistol & Riffle Shotting Ranges 

  Downtown                        Main Location                    China Spring 
  117 N. 7th St.                   1810 Velley Mills Dr        10412 China Spring Rd 
  254-755-0242                   254-772-9994                      254-836-1708 
M-F 7:00 AM- 6:00 PM    M-F 6:30 AM-7:00 PM     M-F 6:30 AM-7:00 PM 
Satï 8:00-12 noon              Sat 8:00 ï7:00 PM               Sat 8:00-2:00 PM 

 
 

In loving memory 

Henry & Agnes Veselka 

Clara Veselka 

   Lockwood Library  
   2801 W. Waco Dr. 


