June 11, 2017

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9

2 Cor 13:11-13

Jn 3:16—-18

Salvation’s Cost

n the painting The Trinity With the

Dead Christ, we see a meditation on
the Trinity in a hidden moment. Rather
than paint the moment when Mary takes
her Son into her arms, Ludovico Carracci
painted the moment when the heavenly
Father receives the spoils of his Son’s
battle for the salvation of humanity.

The dark colors communicate the
pathos and drama. The Father’s head
turns away in grief even as he offers the
Son. He reverently holds him yet almost
fears to touch his pierced hands. See
how much love God shows in allowing
the Son to go to the cross, in sacrificing
one beloved child to gain life for all his
others.

Theology struggles to balance the
truth of a loving, caring God the Father
with the appreciation that he is unable
to suffer as we do. Yet Carracci focuses
on that popular intuition that the Father
and the Spirit suffered the death of the
Son. In this painting, we can reflect on
what our salvation cost the Trinity and
how much love they show in sending the
Son to die. God suffers when you suffer
and wishes to console and protect you, even if, as a
good Father, he doesn’t remove the suffering.

Faith teaches us that God willed his only begotten
Son to suffer and die to save humanity. This divine
decision manifests justice and mercy. It shows not only
that God actually required satisfaction for our sins but
also that no one but a God-man could offer a suitable
sacrifice. Because he was God, Christ could offer an

Piece: The Trinity With the Dead Christ, circa 1590
Artist: Ludovico Carracci

Location: Pinacoteca, Vatican Museums

infinite satisfaction for our infinite offenses. Because
he was man, he could offer a man’s satisfaction for
humanity’s sin.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection

Which person of the Trinity do I most easily relate to—
the Father, Son, or Holy Spirit?

“God so loved the wodd that he gave his only Son, so that evewyone who
believes v him might not peush but might have etomal life” ( Johin 3:16).
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