i November 8, 2020

Thirty-second Sunday

i in Ordinary Time (A)

{ Wis 6:12-16

i 1Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14 | Mt 25:1-13

We who are alive, who are left, will be

caught up together with them in the clouds
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to meet the Lord in the air.
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Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven,

but Nobody Wants to Die

his is the title of a bluegrass song as well as a

book on bioethics. It’s a clever title, and there is
some profound truth in it. Death, which is so natural
for living things, seems so unnatural to human beings,
who cling tenaciously to life. One would think that
believers who hold that Christ conquered death would
be comforted by that faith. However, that isn’t always
the case. It’s not that they don’t believe; it’s that they
don’t understand what they believe. But that is the
difference between understanding and believing.

This is the problem described in Paul’s letter

today. The Thessalonians believed that, through
his resurrection, Christ conquered death. Then why
did some among them begin to die? Did those dying
lack faith? No, Paul insists. Jesus, who died and rose,
embraces those who have died and who will rise with
him. Did the people fully understand this? Do we? Isn’t
this a question of faith—and trust?

Paul thought that he and other believers could still
be alive when the rising would happen, and they were
not. Or were they? Doesn’t our faith give us hope that
we—Dboth the living and the dead—will be embraced
by God’s mercy? Doesn’t something wondrous occur
when those who have “fallen asleep” wake up in the
glory of God? Still, we might not understand all of this,
but we are called to believe, and in believing we are
told to “console one another with these words”

(1 Thessalonians 4:18).
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

What about death frightens you?

At such moments, remind yourself that God loves
you and that the risen Christ will embrace you.






