. ‘ ’ September 3, 2017
\' . Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
‘ Jer 20:7-9

Q COMMUNITY [wia

The S alvation He Offers tempt Job, focuses on this reality of evil. Satan knows
our hearts and finds just the right strategy to lead us
O nce Peter is called “the rock” for his faith, he away from God. It usually involves one of the vices
turns around and dissuades Jesus from the (lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, envy, or pride). Just
cross. Jesus responds sternly: “Get behind me, Satan!” like when Satan tempts Peter, he wants us to reject
Jesus reveals two important things here. First, the demands of the cross, for he knows the cross is the
that Satan exists. Satan is very interested in going instrument of his demise.
unnoticed, yet Jesus calls him out and makes Peter When God permits temptations to assail us or the
(and us) aware. The Bible is full of references to the effects of evil to touch our lives, we should respond
devil. Popular culture also has focused on evil spirits— | humbly, as Job and Peter did. If God permits evil, it is
fascinated as it is with the occult, vampires, and the only because he trusts us to love him sincerely—not
like. It seems to bear evil out more (and profit more just for the blessings he sends, but because of the
from it) than some Catholics in the pews! salvation he offers.
The second truth is that Satan can influence our —Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
thinking. I’'m not referring to diabolical possession, ;

which is a reality, but the more common
temptations to lower our aspirations and
to conform our thinking to a faithless
perspective.

The painting Satan Before the
Lord by Corrado Giaquinto,
which depicts Satan asking
and receiving permission to

B

Piece: Satan Before the Lord,
mid-eighteenth century

Artist: The Circle of Corrado Giaquinto

Location: Pinacoteca, Room XV,
Vatican Museums

Forn Reflection

How are you tempted by
the enemy of your soul?
Are you ever convinced
you aren’t being tempted
at all? How can you
approach those persons,
places, or things that
normally tempt you with
humility to God?

“Get behind me, Satan! Yow are an obstacle to me. Yow are thinking
not as God does, but as human beings do” ( Matthew 16.23).
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