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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Ex 32:7-11,13-14

1Tm 1:12-17

Lk 15:1-32

Sonship Restored

Strangely enough and discouragingly often, we find
the attitude of the older son from the Prodigal Son
parable in the Church. The righteous believers who have
always belonged can be jealous and look down upon the
poor sinner who comes later and gets the same reward.

Yet, the attitude of all of us toward those who are
spiritually, morally, or materially needy should be that of
the loving father so wonderfully shown in the statue by
Francesco Messina.

The sinner comes back in shame, weakness, and obvious
failure. His very act of returning is a cry for help, support,
and understanding. The father offers his mercy and
compassion without questions, without an interrogation.
His shoulder is never too proud, too hard, or righteous to
be refused as a pillow for the humiliated soul who returns
broken, pillaged, and ruined by sin.

Messina chose to show the father and son naked because
it symbolizes mankind stripped to its essence. And in this
you reveal greatness. Humanity is noblest when admitting
its weakness. Humanity is greatest in its ability to show
mercy and lift the downtrodden. The father-son relationship
is most beautiful when it is being reconciled and restored.

We should always rejoice at the return of a prodigal child,
and we should always honor a forgiving parental heart.

“We must celebrate and rejoice,” said the father. If we are
convinced of this, we now have a charge: Go out and find
the lost coin and welcome back the lost sheep with humility

and joy!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Fou Reflection

Do I have a welcoming spirit about me, always looking to
build up and be positive?

Do I live gospel charity and love with all its consequences?

Piece: Prodigal Son, 1956
Artist: Francesco Messina
Location: Vatican Museums
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[Jesus said,] “T tell yow, i just the same way theve will be
mone oy n heaven oven one sinnev who. wepents....”

Luke 15:7
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