
Advent Wreath Lighting - Week 1

Opening Song

Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
AMEN
May God, who enlightens every heart, be with you.
AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT.



My brothers and sisters, we gather during this holy season of Advent
and open our hearts to God’s love as we prepare to welcome Christ
more deeply into our lives and homes.  The candles of this wreath
remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and
to lead us into the light of his glorious kingdom.

Lighting of the Wreath
The family comes forward and lights the wreath as the leader prays:

Lord our God,
We praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
He is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, he is the wisdom that
teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of every nation.
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of
this wreath.  May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’ promise
to bring us salvation.  May he come quickly and not delay.

Scripture Reading
Mark 13:33-3

Jesus said to his disciples:
“Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will come.
It is like a man traveling abroad.
He leaves home and places his servants in charge,
each with his own work
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch.
Watch, therefore;
you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming,
whether in the evening, or at midnight,
or at cockcrow, or in the morning.
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
What I say to you, I say to all: “Watch.””



Reflection



Advent Litany
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. Come, Lord Jesus.
You are light in our darkness. Come, Lord Jesus.
Son of God, save us from our sins. Come, Lord Jesus.
Son of Mary, deepen our love. Come, Lord Jesus.
Bring hope into the lives of all people. Come, Lord Jesus.
Give your peace to all nations. Come, Lord Jesus.
Be the joy of all who love you. Come, Lord Jesus.
Bring unity among all who believe in you. Come, Lord Jesus.
Bless us as we gather here in your name. Come, Lord Jesus.
Lord Jesus, stay with us always. Come, Lord Jesus.

Let us pray:
May Christ give us his peace and joy, and let us share them with
others. All peace and glory are his forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Closing Prayer – Collect of the Day from the Roman Missal
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to
meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming so that, gathered
at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly
Kingdom.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and
ever.

AMEN.

Blessing and Dismissal
May the light of Christ lead you to the joy of his kingdom, now and
forever. AMEN

And may almighty God bless you all, the Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.


