The Celebration of the HOLY EUCHARIST
Sunday Vigil (Saturday): 4:00pm – Sunday: 6:30am, 8:30am &
10:30am
Daily Mass: 8:00am (No morning Mass on Wednesdays)

The Sacrament of RECONCILIATION (Confession)
Saturday: 12 Noon or by appointment

Reverend Raymond Smialowski, Pastor
Deacon Robert A. Berube, Senior Deacon
Sandra DeBlois, Bookkeeper
Jo-Ann Blanchette-Silverio, Administrative Assistant
Michelle Battista, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Donna Marotto, Coordinator of Faith Formation
Eric Hoffman, Organist and Music Director
Robert DeBlois, Maintenance
Parish and Cemetery Office: 19 South Canal Street
Telephone: 860-747-6825 – Fax: 860-747-5407
Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm
Parish e-mail: olmct@sbcglobal.net – Parish website: www.olmct.org
Facebook®: OurLadyOfMercyChurchCT &
OurLadyOfMercyYouthMinistry

Born as a Mission of Bristol in 1864 and
Established as a Parish in 1881
WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH!
If you are new to the area or just visiting, please stop and
introduce yourself. We are pleased to have you share in our
celebration of the Eucharist. We invite you to become part of our
parish family. To register or to update your address or phone
number, please complete this form and mail it to the Parish Office
or place in the collection box. Thank you.
__ New Parishioner
__ Address/Phone Number Change
Name: _________________________________________________________
St. Address:____________________________Phone#________________
City: _____________________________ State: _____Zip: _____________

“Do whatever He tells you.”
– Mary to the disciples of Jesus
(John 2:5)

Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time,
July 26, 2020
Saturday July 25, Vigil Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:00p Connie & Paul Kapralos 50th Wedding Anniv.
Sunday July 26, Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
6:30am Matthew Req. Maria Orzol
8:30am Intentions of All Parishioners
10:30am Walter Dziura Req. Leona
Monday July 27, Weekday
8am Jane Lotko Req. Family
Tuesday July 28, Weekday
8am Deceased Members of Autunno Family & Nye
Family Req. Marge Rio
Wednesday July 29, St. Martha
No Mass
Thursday July 30, St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church
8am James Tella 21st Anniv. Req. Brenda
Friday July 31, St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
8am Jan Borowy and his Family Req. Cousins
Saturday August 1, St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church
8am Elizabeth “Beth” Demanski
Noon Confession
Saturday August 1, Vigil Eighteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:00p Russell & John Martin Req. Regina & AnnMarie
Tardiff
Sunday August 2, Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
6:30am Souls in Purgatory Req. Maria Orzol’s Family
8:30am Intentions of All Parishioners
10:30am Andrew Predota Req. Family

Helping Our Parish Grow
WEEKLY OFFERTORY

$4,134.00 Weekly Envelopes for July 18 & 19
$ 305.92 Cathedraticum to the Archdiocese
$3,828.08 Amount for OLM use
Please use the Donation Boxes at the Entrances
of the Church. Thank You for Your Continued
Generous Support & May God Bless You!

A Thought for the 17th Sunday in
Ordinary Time Year A
In our Gospel reading today we
read the parables of the Hidden
Treasure and the Fine Pearl.
These parables speak of the
kingdom of heaven.
Jesus often spoke in parables. He did so
attempting to retool the way we think, to
change our frame of mind.
In today’s periscope Jesus assumes that
everyone in his audience would sell all they
had to buy a field with a buried treasure in it
or to acquire a pearl for which they had
searched a lifetime. The question we are
called to ponder today is: “What would you

do, give up, or change in your life to possess
the kingdom of heaven?”
The kingdom of heaven is far more valuable
than any treasure or pearl and the only thing
that will bring ultimate fulfillment in life.
God Bless,
Fr. Ray

Welcome to Our
Lady of Mercy!
If you are new to our
parish and wish to become a member of OLM,
we invite you to introduce yourself to our
pastor, Fr. Raymond Smialowski, and to
register. Registration can be completed by
stopping by the parish office, completing a
short registration form which can be found on
our home page at www.olmct.org under the
heading “New to Our Parish?”, or calling the
Parish Office at 860.747.6825 and we can fill it
out with you over the phone. Please return the
hard copy to the office by dropping it off at the
Parish Office, the collection box, or mailing it
to19 S. Canal St., Plainville.

The Tabernacle Lamp…
is lighted for the Greater Glory of
God and in recognition of the Real
Presence of Christ. This week the
candle is flickering in memory of
Andrzej Predota. The Tabernacle
Lamp is available as a memorial for $5.
Bulletin Outreach
If you or a loved one would like to receive a bulletin
every week in the mail, please call the Parish Office
at 860.747.6825. We would be delighted to mail
one out to you or a dear one.

Expanded Summer Mass Schedule
As Sunday Masses resume an
additional Mass has been
scheduled through July and
August to allow for proper
distancing in church in light
of the covid-19 pandemic:

Summer Mass
Schedule
Sunday 6:30 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 pm
Please be advised of the necessity of wearing a face
mask.

Religious Education News
Ryan Bohn will
receive his First
Holy Communion
today during the
10:30 am Mass.
We rejoice as a
parish with Ryan
and his family
and offer him our congratulations!

Volunteers are Still Needed for Religious Education
for all Grades
There is a possibility that we may be able to gather for
CCD classes in the fall. If so, I am looking for a few
people who have a love for Christ and want to share that
love with kids and teens. We will be having Edge Ministry
for the middle schoolers and Purpose for the Confirmation
teens. In the event, that we can't meet, programs will be
moved online and still need volunteers to help. If you are
interested or have questions, please call Donna at (860)
952-4005 or email at ourladyofmercyym@gmail.com

First Reconciliation
The following children received the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the
first time this past Saturday:
Bryson Evangelista
Giovanni Evangelista
Katarina Evangelista
Ali Saucier

Congratulations!
Enrollment 2020/2021
Year Under Way
Mailings were sent out to
invite you to enroll your
children in our Religious
Education Program. If
you did not receive yours,
please call the Parish
Office at 860.747.6825.
Please return the registration form and payment to the
office by July 31st.
Grades 1-5 - Will be held on Monday's 4-5pm.
Grades 6-8 - Will also be held on Monday's from 6:157:30pm.
Grades 9-10 (Confirmation) - Will be held on Sunday
evenings from 6-7:30pm.
Hopefully we can meet in person for classes. If not, we
can still meet online using either Zoom or Google Meet
platform. Any questions, please email Donna
at ourladyofmercyym@gmail.com

Exciting Opportunity for Teens
As you continue to prepare for Confirmation, we
invite you to grow closer in YOUR faith and to
develop a personal relationship with
Jesus.
Here is an exceptional and exciting
offer that OLM is providing for its teens. It
is a volunteer YOUTH ALPHA course that
will meet online through zoom starting

Wednesday, August 19th. It will meet every
Wednesday between 7-8pm for 9 weeks.
A series of videos will be offered with small group
discussions to follow concerning questions teens are
asking today. You will be encouraged to ask and
explore questions such as, "What is the meaning of
life?" "Do I have a purpose?" and "Who is
Jesus?" "How do I pray and when?" and many more
questions.
Please contact Donna to sign up or ask any questions
by THIS Thursday, July 29th
at ourladyofmercyym@gmail.com
Sacrament of Baptism
We look forward to welcoming
you and celebrating the
Sacrament of Baptism of your
child. You may begin preparation even before your
child is born. To begin the process, call Sue at 860-7475451. The date of the Baptism is scheduled after
attending the Parent Preparation Program. Please note
that Godparents must be confirmed and obtain a
Sponsor Certificate from their own Catholic parish.
Is a Vocation Right for You?

What is precious to me? Am I willing
to sell everything I own and follow the
Lord to serve His people? If you feel
the call, contact Fr. Michael Casey,
Director of Vocations, Pastoral Center, 860-7617456, e-mail vocations@aohct.org or visit the web
at www.hartfordpriest.com.
2020 Mission Cooperative Appeal Collection…
Thank you for your very generous response last
weekend to the second collection to assist the work of
the Polish Redemptorists in their mission work in
Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and Kazakhstan. $1,238
was contributed.
Scavenger Hunt
A number of things are
new or different in our
parish church since
public Masses ended in
the middle of March. Next time you are in
church, look around and try to identify at
least four new aspects. In a couple of weeks,
we will print a listing of changes. You will
then be able to match up your list with ours.

Mass Intentions for 2021
We will begin accepting
Mass intentions for 2021
on Wednesday, August 19th
for those who would like to
arrange a Mass to celebrate a wedding anniversary
or a special birthday. We will accept all other
intentions starting on Thursday, August 27th.
The Legion of Mary…
will meet this Monday, July 27th, at 1pm in the
gymnasium in the Parish Center. Please
remember the necessity of wearing a mask or a
face covering.
Overwhelming Response!
Thank you for the wonderful response to our
letter that we sent out a few weeks ago.
Parishioners have been providing us with
updated information so that we may in turn
update our records. We will be having the
drawing for the three prizes at the end of
September. Stay tuned! Please keep
sending in your responses.
Food Pantry Collection
The collection is next weekend. The
staples of peanut butter, cereal, tuna,
pasta, and macaroni and cheese are
always needed. If you have any
produce you are willing to share from
your gardens, we invite you to do so. Thank you in
advance for your generosity.
Homily for 17th Sunday Of Ordinary Time, Year A

Let Us Seek Wisdom for God’s Kingdom
On this 17th Sunday of ordinary time, the Church
reminds us that the greatest of all treasures is the
Kingdom of God. In His love, God himself has
chosen us, and prepared it for us before time. So, the
holy mother church encourages us to pray for
wisdom as Solomon did, to enable us discern the
true value and mysteries of God’s kingdom.
Today’s first reading began in a very interesting way.
If you were Solomon what would you ask for? Some
of us would, ask for more cars, houses, shoes, foods,
money, power, children and much more! On the
contrary, Solomon asked for wisdom for the benefit

of both His kingdom and God’s kingdom. He begged
God to give him understanding: “Give your servant a
heart to understand how to discern between good
and evil.”
An understanding heart is
God’s gift (Prov 2:6). We
need it every day, and in all
aspects of our life (family,
work, studies, and in all life’s
decisions) in order to
succeed. So, the Apostle James encourages us: “If any
of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to
all generously…and it will be given to you (Jas 1:5).
Wisdom was given to Solomon, because he asked for
it. However, God expects us to ask wisely,
reasonably and not selfishly. In the second reading,
Paul reminds us that: “In everything, God works for
good with those who love Him, who are called
according to his purpose.” That is, that God is
leading us through the storms of life towards our
home, and towards His kingdom. Carefully, He
orders all the events of our lives in order to lead us
there. This is what we call providence. Simply put,
that God’s powerful hand is active in all the
circumstances of our lives.
“Everything” is utterly inclusive and comprehensive.
It has no qualifications or limits. Therefore, neither
this verse nor its context allows for restrictions or
conditions. “All things” is inclusive in the fullest
possible sense. It includes your present trouble, your
heavy heart, your poverty, your richness, joblessness,
your success and failure, your weakness and strength,
as well as your sickness and health. Indeed,
“everything” and nothing is left out!
Nothing exists or occurs in heaven or on earth
without the knowledge of God. By saying that “all
things work together for us,” Paul tries to reassure us
that there is no discord in God’s providence. This is
especially, for those who through their faith in Christ
have wisely become God’s friends. He also assures us
that, nothing can ultimately work against those
whom God has chosen and predestined for his
Kingdom. Those, who walk faithfully with Him.
Today’s gospel is a continuation of Jesus’ use of
parables to teach us about the Kingdom of God.
Therefore, it is a call to be as wise as Solomon.
Without wisdom, we can neither understand the
parables of Christ, nor seek the kingdom of God.
Today’s good news is also a call to value what is

most precious to us, and for which God has chosen
us.
Today’s parables are intended to instruct us to prefer
the kingdom of heaven to this world, and to ensure
that nothing prevents us from entering into it.
Through these parables, Christ reminds us of the
excellence and beauty of eternal life. The kingdom of
God is indeed a treasure hidden from the wise of this
world.
Only those who are wise according to God’s
standard look for it, and find it. To find it, we must
first value it, and when we have found it, we must
hide it in our hearts. Therefore, let us ask God for
understanding and wisdom as Solomon did, so that
we may be wise enough to discern what is good for
us, and to make God’s kingdom our priority.

This brief reflection was written by Rev. Fr. Njoku
Canice Chukwuemeka, C.S.Sp.
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HEATING&
COOLING

LLC

Plainville’s Oldest Funeral Home

Serving All Faiths in the Community for

Call today to Schedule & Save!

860-793-2686

Servicing all major brands of central heating sys.,
boliers, central a/c systems & window units!

Traditional Funeral,
www.jrheatandcool.com
Cremation &
Memorial Services Volunteers Needed to

Bailey Funeral Home
www.BAILEY-FUNERALHOME.com

Blaire L. Bouchard, Funeral Director
Medicaid/Title 19 Assistance
Life Planning Consultant On Staff

No experience necessary, all
books and training are provided

MIKE’S320 AUTO
SERVICE
Farmington Ave. (Rt. 10) - Plainville, CT 06062

Contact Nancy Rodriguez

860-747-2295

860-348-0622

29 Edson St., New Britain, CT
860-793-2811
Good Old Fashion Service - Stop By & Visit! www.SienaLearningCenter.org

TRUST.
TRUST.

Friendly service you can
We will work hard to earn your

MikesAutoPlainville.com

Catering Available

The ST. PIERRE Family

Siena Learning
Center
A Ministry of the
Dominican Sisters of Peace

Hartford County

860-747-1335

New London County
RESTAURANT & CATERING 25 Norton Place, Plainville 860-447-1473
HOME OF THE FAMOUS CHILI DOG Rubbish - Recycling - Construction - Demolition - Bulky Waste
High-Grade Paper - Wood Waste - Metal & Electronics Recycling
Stump Disposal - Single Stream Recycling
1248 Queen Street - Southington

747-0566

NUCHIE’S
RESTAURANT
Unique Menu
Planning

Featuring Italian Specialty Table
Celebrating 44 Years
164 Central St., Bristol, CT 06010

860-582-1108
Plainville’s ONLY Family Owned and
Operated Funeral Home

Residential - Commercial - Industrial - Municipal
Shopping Malls - Hospitals - Housing Complexes - Restaurants

Waste Removal & Recycling Services

ShakerFuneralHome.com

Teach English as a
Second Language
One hour sessions each week, one to
one classes with an Adult Learner

48 Broad Street, Plainville, CT 06062

860.229.9006

764 Farmington Ave., New Britain, CT 06053
Family owned since 1993

TONY’S

O I L C O M PA N Y
860-747-5412

5¢ Senior Discount

- FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY FO CUSED Andrea Wasley, CFSP • Owner, Funeral Director

81 Broad Street - Plainville, CT 06062
Paid for by P E T IT PROPERTIES

ST. ANTHONY SOCIETY
We are hoping to get
new members!
~Elaine~
860-747-2528
Costello
Landscaping
Family Owned and Operated

www.PlainvilleFuneralHome.com

24/7 Skilled Nursing Care
Short & Long Term Care
World Class Therapy
Secured Dementia Unit

Roger B.MICHELE’S

BARBER/styling

DISCOUNTS
Seniors - Children
13 Jerome Ave., Bristol

860.224.3111
AutumnLakeNewBritain.com

860-582-5087

WE ARE ON THE CHURCH
WEBSITE AT: WWW.OLMCT.ORG

Tu-F: 7a-6p; Sa: 7a-5p; Su: 8a-12n

Senior Living with Assistance

• Pruning
• Cabling
• Tree Removal
Plainville, CT 06062
Timothy Holcomb

Private Furnished Rooms • Meals • Security
Supervised Medication & Bathing
Social Activities • Daily Mass
Gardens & Grounds • Air Conditioned • Laundry

Office: 860-747-2805
Cell: 860-416-0668
Licensed Arborist S-4442 • Est. 1940
Full Insured • holcombtree@yahoo.com

Established 1990

www.costellolandscaping.com/860-747-1771

Property Maintenance
Commercial Snow Removal
Litter & Sand Sweeping
Dumpsters & Estate Clean-outs

860-223-2123 • stluciansresidence.com

Mallory’s Army Foundation

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Rosaries From Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 MAIN STREET
TEWKSBURY, MA 01876
www.rosariesfromflowers.com

(978) 851-9103
John Patrick Publishing 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net
Message and data rates may apply.

992 Our Lady of Mercy, Plainville, CT (B)

860.747.8100

