Twenty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time,
September 6, 2020
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Saturday September 5, Vigil Twenty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00p Alexander & Sheila Mancini Req. Joe & Rose
Ciccio

Sunday September 6, Twenty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

8:30am Intentions of All Parishioners

10:30am Dennis Chapman & Jennifer Petit Req. Family
12:30pm Intentions for the Children Receiving First
Holy Communion and their Families

Monday September 7, Weekday

8am Claudette Chasse Req. Maria Orzol

Tuesday September 8, The Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

8am Sophie, Steven & Blanche Winiarski Req. Family
Wednesday September 9, St. Peter Claver, Priest

No Mass

Thursday September 10, Weekday

8am Ralph Nuzzo Reg. Janice Brayne

Friday September 11, Weekday

8am George Orioli, Jr. Req. Rose Hyjek

8:30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday September 12, The Most Holy Name of Mary
8am Margaret “Margie” Yandow Req. Friend

Noon Confession

Saturday September 12, Vigil Twenty-Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

4:00p James & Lena Parente Req. MaryAnn & Peter
Giola

Sunday September 13, Twenty-Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

8:30am Intentions of All Parishioners

10:30am Helen & John Maciag, Sr. Reg. Family

Helping Our Parish Grow
WEEKLY OFFERTORY
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$4,012.00 Weekly Envelopes for August 30
Please use the Donation Boxes at the Entrances
of the Church. Thank You for Your Continued

Generous Support & May God Bless You!

A Thought for the 23" Sundav in Ordinary
Time - Year A .

In our Gospel reading today
from Matthew 18:15-20, we
are reminded that when we
sin, we fall short of reflecting

God’s love.

The Gospel calls us to own
our sins, to seek forgiveness
and be reconciled with God
and our brothers and sisters. We are also reminded
of the responsibility we have to love our brothers and
sisters in Christ. In doing so, we are called to help
one another to avoid sin and to do what is right.

‘We might also recall the Gospel reading that reminds
us that before you attempt to point out a speck in
your brother’s eye, look at the plank in your own eye.
In this regard there is a story about a mother whose
son had an insatiable desire for sweets. She brought
him a long distance to talk to Gandhi, who told them

to come back in two weeks.

‘When they came back in two weeks Gandhi told the
boy to stop eating so many sweets and the boy agreed.
The mother asked Gandhi: “Why did you not just say
this to the boy two weeks ago and save me the trouble
of traveling back here?” Gandhi replied: “T'wo weeks
ago I ate too many sweets. I needed to see if I could
stop before I counseled the boy.”

God Bless,
Fr. Ray

Welcome to Our Lady of Mercy!
ﬁ‘ e ~  If you are new to our parish
e ﬁ and wish to become a
f W ““I;F*‘ll )R\“' ) member of OLM, we invite
‘ CH L" RCH you to introduce yourself to
m our pastor, Fr. Raymond
i Smialowski, and to register.
Registration can be completed by stopping by the
parish office, completing a short registration form
which can be found on our home page at
www.olmct.org under the heading “New to Our
Parish?”, or calling the Parish Office at
860.747.6825 and we can fill it out with you over
the phone. Please return the hard copy to the office
by dropping it off at the Parish Office, the collection
box, or mailing it to19 S. Canal St., Plainville.



http://www.olmct.org/

Religious < /O

Education s
News
Religious Education Classes Begin NEX7 Weekend!
Religious Education Classes start on Sunday, Sept.
13th for Confirmation students and Monday, Sept.
14th for Grades 1-8. Registrations are still being
accepted. Please contact
Donna for questions or details at 860.747.6825
or ourladyofmercyym@gmail.com.

Also, the Faith Formation website will be up and
running in September! Stay tuned for more
info. You will be able to find the latest information
on resources, videos and the most current
information that pertains to your child's grade.
1t’s not too Iate to enroll your children in our
Religious Education Program.

We Need Your Help!

If you have extra time on Monday's and would
like to help out with Faith Formation, we
welcome your help. We are in need of aids for
grades 1-5. An aid is someone who assists the
teacher with the lesson and children. Please
contact Donna
at ourladyofmercyym@gmail.com or
(860) 952-4005 if you are interested.

%Ifzgi' > Blessing of Backpacks
Backpacks /N The start of the school year is right
B¢ around the corner and Fr. Ray would

7 don like for all children and young teens to
have a blessing for their upcoming school year. Because
of Covid-19, we are unable to have a huge gathering of
children, so OLM will be having the Blessing on 3
consecutive Sundays: THIS Sunday, Sept. 61, Sept. 131,
and Sept. 20". The Blessing will be at the 10:30am
Masses. Please have your child bring his/her backpack
to be blessed! There is no need to sign up for a specific

Mass.

God, in your goodness, you have made a
home for the worker. Make a place in
our hearts for compassion to the men

and women who labor tirelessly for basic
necessities. Be with us all, Christ Jesus, as we go about
the busyness of our work. May we continue to work
together to bring about your reign! We ask this in your
holy name, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The Tabernacle Lamp...
is lighted for the Greater Glory of God
and in recognition of the Real Presence of
< Christ. This week the candle is flickering
in memory of Andrzej Predota. The Tabernacle
Lamp is available as a memorial for $5.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
You are invited to adore our Lord
on Friday, September 11t after the
8 am Mass with Benediction at
9:30 am.

Mass Intentions for 2021
The Mass book 1s now open for
2021. Feel free to call the office
to book Masses as 860.747.6825.

O
Mass£
Intentions

Sacrament of Baptism
We look forward to welcoming
you and celebrating the
Sacrament of Baptism of your
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child. You may begin preparation even before your
child is born. To begin the process, call Sue at 860-747-
5451. The date of the Baptism is scheduled after
attending the Parent Preparation Program. Please note
that Godparents must be confirmed and obtain a
Sponsor Certificate from their own Catholic parish.

Bapliom
Laot Sunday, @uthony Gabriel
Jaka, the aon of @nthony and
s Pabricia Jata, was baplized.
=== O(Dewj,oma/o afm%maw
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Labor Day Parish/Cemetery
Office Hours
The Office will be closed
Monday, September 7 in
observance of the Labor Day

WE WILL BE
CLOSED gN
LABOR DAY

weekend.

Is a Vocation Right for You?

If two of you join your voices on earth to pray for
anything whatever, it shall be granted you by my
Father in heaven. Where only a few come together in
Christ’s name on earth, Christ is present with them.
Pray for an increase in vocations to priesthood and
religious life. To discern a vocation, call Fr. Michael
Casey, Director of VVocations, Archdiocesan Pastoral
Center, Tel. 860-761-7456, e-mail:
vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at
www.hartfordpriest.com.

2020 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal helps A
provide the critical funding needed to
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,
counsel those in despair, and offer much-needed
assistance to the unemployed, especially today, as the
Coronavirus has affected so many of our neighbors.
Your gift to the 2020 Appeal will help to continue
these and other vital ministries, services, and programs
that reach out to so many in need. All funds
contributed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are
used exclusively for the purposes outlined in the
Appeal literature, which can be found at
archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal/ No_Appeal
Jfunds are ever used for legal fees or settlements.

https:

Parish Raffle
Thank you for your generous response thus far for
Our Annual Parish Raffle that will take place on
October 2, 2020. The proceeds from the raffle will
help cover ordinary parish expenses. Every
registered parishioner hasreceived one book of 25
tickets to buy or sell at $1 each. Please support the
raffle to the extent that you are abIe to. Your
support will ensure th e success
of our only yearly , parish-wide
fund raiser. The prizes for this
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1. $500 Cash

2. 500 Gift Certificate

3. $300 Gift Certificate for Gasoline

4. $250 Cash

5. $200 Gift Certificate
6. $50 Gift CertificatetoMangi af i co’
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Food Pantry Collection...

Our Collection for the Pantry for the
month of August equaled 143 pounds
from parishioners’ donations Plus 200

an pounds of produce from Gary Vincent’s
Mgty huge garden. Thank you to everyone for
your generous donations for a total of 343 pounds of
food and items for our brothers and sisters in need!

Word Among Us
The September issue was put out last weekend.
Some copies are still available at the church
entrance.

Painting
This past week, we have begun
scraping and painting the gables and
windows of the church. The pillars on
the Broad St. side will also be painted.
We began the painting project last fall. Tt is
important that we take care of our church building.

Extension of Dispensation from Sunday Mass
Obligation
In light of continued uncertainty regarding the extent
and duration of the coronavirus in the state of
Connecticut and throughout the Archdiocese of
Hartford, Archbishop Blair has now extended this
dispensation from the Sunday obligation through
Saturday, November 28, 2020, which is the last day of
the current liturgical year.

The Archdiocese of Hartford continues to monitor the
severity of the situation surrounding the pandemic
and will provide updates regarding decisions reached
for the archdiocese as they are made.

". Rooted in Faith, Opening Wide Our Hearts
“ On Wednesday Sept. 9, 7:00 PM, The Office
e for Catholic Social Justice Ministry of the

Archdiocese of Hartford will continue its
conference series with the webinar: “Understanding the

Hispanic Experience” This workshop will cover: How does

racism affect Hispanic immigrants? How do they become

the major target of immigration raids and mass
deportations? Hispanics have been referred to by
countless derogatory names, have encountered negative
assumptions made about them because of their
ethnicity, have suffered discrimination in applying for
college, for housing, and in registering to vote.

Fr. Mauricio Galvis will explore the Hispanic Experience
with us. The Webinar is free; advanced registration is
required and available at:
www.catholicsocialjstice.org/open-wide-our-hearts.html

Labor Day Resources from the Office for
Catholic Social Justice Ministry
The Catholic Labor Network is a place for
Catholics A lay, religious and clergy i who find
inspiration in Catholic Social Teaching on labor
and work. On Sept. 7, 2pm ET, they will hos t their

First Annual Online Labor Day Mass.

http://www.catholiclabor.org/ . A short video on
the Catholic Social Teaching 8 The dignity of work
is offered

https://wearesaltandlight.org/video/video -
resources . The Labor Day 2020 Reflection Guide
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reflection, and prayers:
https://www.uscchb.org/resources/labor -day -
2020 -pastoral -guide.pdf . Catholic Teaching on
the Dignity of Work : The economy must serve
people, not the other way around. Work is more
than a way to make aliving; it is a form of
continuing participation
If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the
basic rights of workers, owners, and others must
be respected fi the right to productive work, to
decent and fair wages, to organi ze and choose to
join a union, to economic initiative, and to
ownership and private property. These rights
must be exercised in ways that advance the
common good. A USCCB Administrative
Committee, Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to
Political Responsib ility, p. 15

... Where two or three
are gathered in my Name...

TWHICHPRT A Hereis the last part of
HHEARTHSHT ;oda)g's Gospe% reéldil?g.

ee if you can find a
REAGAINHEO thewords in CAPITALS
ERVRMYWARG inthe puzzle. Use the
FEEEESGLEE left-over letters to fill in
PINENARLNT the blanks.
RTLHOYATAH WhatisOur Lord
ANYTHINGME asking us to do?
YYOUFATHER S —
GATHEREDHE —_—
RTWOMIDSTS —————
AGAIN, AMEN, I SAY to YOU, if two of you
AGREE on EARTH about ANYTHING for
WHICH they are to PRAY, it SHALL be
GRANTED to them by my HEAVENLY
FATHER. For WHERE TWO or THREE are
GATHERED TOGETHER in my NAME,
THERE am I in the MIDST of them.
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