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PO Box 230, Windthorst, Texas 76389
Phone (940) 423-6687 * Fax (940) 423 -6657
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm

www.stmarysstboniface.org

Monday May 4 - St. Mar y 6s
8:15 am: A Alvina Veitenheimer by Joey Schroeders

Tuesday May 5 i St. Boniface
General Information 8:15am : A Martha Frerich Beaman by Myra Priessler
BAPTISMAL PREPARATION Wednesday May6 7 St . Maryo
on the 3" Sunday of the month at 8:45 A.M. 7:00 pm: Word Service
contact the office for dates and to register for classes
Marriage Preparation Thursday May7 i St . Maryos
contact the office at least six months prior _ to wedding date 725am: Crowning of Blessed Virgin Mary, Prayers
and Hymns
RCIA
contact Florence Anderle @ 4236310 or 423-6271 Friday May8 - St . Maryos
Eunerals 7:25am: A Rose Mary Schroeder by Donnie Frerichs
in the case of a death in the family, please contact the
office as soon as possible. Saturday May9 i St. Maryods
Ministrv to the Sick 5:00 pm: A Emil Veitenheimer by
tact the office | diatelv if K ¢ Anna Mae Veitenheimer
contact the office immediately if you know of anyone ) ) - .
who is sick, hospitalized or home-bound 7:00 pm: Parishioners - (Spanish Mass)
iliati _
_ e Sunday May 10 - St. Boniface
St. Boniface i Eirst Saturday _ from 3:15 i 3:45 p.m. 8:15 am: A Eleanor Frerich by Harold Stallcups
or by appointment
St. Maryds S440p.m.cbrby apdointthént
Sunday May 10 - Mar y 6 s

. . . 10:00 am: A Vicki Crow by the Family
Hispanic Ministry

Tuesday & Thursday in Convent
Call Oscar or Alma @ntreras at 428918or 9402248183



http://www.stmarysstboniface.org/

. ] . LECTOR
ST. Mé RY6S MI NI STEHRS g, 815 am Grady Schenk Jr.
May 4, 2015 i May 10 , 2015 SERVERS

Sun. 8:15 am Lyndon Teichman, Claire Hemmi,

HOSPITALITY -

Sat. 5:00 pm Alfred Berend USHERS Kacee Teichman

sun. 10:00 am Joey & Angel Veitenheimer Sun. 8:15am Bernard Hilbers & Ronnie Stallcup
LECTORS _ GIFT BEARERS

Mon. ~ 8:15 am Gloria SChr(.)eder Sun. 8:15 am Harold & Patsy Stallcup

Wed. 7 :00 pm Word Service MONEY COUNTERS

Thur. 7:25am Word Service - h . .

Eri. 7:25am Chandler King Sun. May 10 Arthur Hemmi, Bernice Hoegger,
Sat. 5:00pm Judy Koetter & Gina Wolf Joyce Moer

Sun. 10:00 am Chuck King &Karen McCann SUPPORT i __Sunday Envelopes$810.00, Loose $143.00,
SERVERS Seminarian Formation $233.00.

Wed. 7:00pm Word Service ~
Thur. 7:25am Crowning of Blessed Virgin Mary ST. MARYS6S ANNOUNCEMENT

Fri. 7:25am Lindy McCall & Marissa Frazier

Sa. 5:00 pm Max Anderle, McClain Bowen, Cason SANCTUARY LIGHT will burn in memory of my sister,
Berend Rose, on her birthday as requested by Frances Hoffman.
Sun. 10:0 0 am Chandler & Brooklyn King, Marissa CHALICE FOR VOCATIONS: George & Juanita Martin
Frazier will receive the Chalice on May 10" at the 10:00 a.m.
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION Mass. They, as well as all of us, are asked to pray for
Sat. 5:00 pm Beth Geis/Hostd Deb SchreiberHosts, vocations.

Betty Wolf, Whitney Schreiber,

) . . 5-16 James & Pat Zotz 5:00 pm Mass
Richard Schreiber, Gail Schroeder,

Jerry Anderle/ Choir Hosts, Diane 5-23 Ralph & Clara Veitenheimer 5:00 pm Mass

SchroederChoir FATHER MICHAEL WILL BE ATTENDING THE
Sun. 10:00 am Regan Veitenheimer/Hosts, Krista PRESBYTERAL ASSEMBLY (PRIESTS MEETING) ON

Vieth/Hosts, Cody Scheffe, Trissa TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, & THURSDAY, MAY 5.6 & 7.

Berend, Tommy Schlumpf I, Shelley No Mass on Wednesday, May 6 and Thursday May 7.

Schlumpf, Susan Veitenheimer/Choir

Hosts, }Eate Syrus Choir CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED ON TUESDAYS.
USHERS WINDTHORST SENIOR CITIZENS meet Tuesday , May
Sat. 5:00 pm Alfred Berend, Gary Wolf, Leo Hoff Jr., 5" in the K. C. Hall at 11:30 for lunch and 1:00 p.m. for

M. J. Geis games For more information call Barbara @423-6476 or
Sun. 10:00 am Terry Schroeder, Joey Veitenheimer, Margaret @423-6336.

Trey Berend, Adam Wolf UPCOMING EVENTS:

GIFT BEARERS
Sat. 5:00 pm Leo Hoff Jr. Family
Sun. 10:0 0 am Arthur Teichman Family

May 4 - Angelus & Rosary for Rain 6:00 p.m.
May 6 i Adoration at 6:00 p.m. Word Service 7:00 p.m.

MONEY COUNTERS MAY CROWING OF THE BLESSED MOTHER will be
Mon. May 4 " Bernard Scheffe, Pat Zotz, Bill Veith Thursday, May 7 , at 7:25 a.m . with prayers and hymns.
CHI LDRENG6S LI TUBSGY LEADE Parents: If you have flowers at home, please send them with
May 10 t Marsha Frazier & KylieBerend your children to honor Mary, Mother of Jesus. (If you can
May 17 ™ Whitney Schreiber & Sydney Wolf send extra flowers for those who are not so blessed, we would
COMMUNION MINISTERS TO THE SICK appreciate it.)

May 10" Bert & Elizabeth Hoff BENEDICTION _will close the 6:00 p.m. Adoration on
SUPPORT- _Sunday Envelopes$4236.00, Loose $481.23, Wednesday evenings at 6:50 p.m. Mass will follow at 7:00
Children $38.50, Building Fund $225.00, Seminarian p.m. No Mass on May 6 .

Formation $1210.10.

VOCATION PRAYER HOLY HOUR EVERY THIRD
THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH _ Next month will be on May

ST. BONIFACE MINISTE RS, 21% at 6:00 p.m. The hour of prayer will end with
May 4 i May 10 , 2015 Benediction. Please come and join us.

WANT RAIN? Come and pray on Monday evening at

HOSPITALITY. 6: 00 p. m. at St . Marydés with the
Sun. 8:15 am Jerry & Margaret Smith for a bountiful rain. Please join us as we pray for a
MINISTERS OF COMMUNION much needed rain.

Sun. 8:15 am Keith & Cindy Teichman, Debbie MOTHEROS DAY FLOWER il Deddins fidorQ N S

Rodgers, Sydney Schenk Monday, May 4 .



THE CHRI STI AN MOTHEROWIl ne@Cl ETYT. BONI FACE CHRI STI AN MWIMeBtR6 S

Wednesday, May 6 , following Word Service and novena in Wednesday, May 6 " at 7:00 p.m.

the Parish Hall meeting room. See you there! REQUESTi il am once again appeal
THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER OBSERVANCE i will be Annual Walk for Life, May 9", benefitting the Pregnancy Help
Thursday, May 7 ™ at noon with a rosary at the Grotto. Hope Center of Wichita Falls. Any donation, large or small, is
to see you there. appreciated and will be used to help Mothers choose life for
INVITING IDEAS TO FATHER MICHAEL FOR 125™ their unborn babies. Thank
PARISH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN 2017. Please Schreiber

send your idea/ideas with your name on it. A committee will THANKS TO St. Boniface Altar Society, along with Paul
be formed this spring. DeClava for their donations to pay for the sound system in St.
PICNIC i St . Manmugl Bigic will be held the weekend of Boniface Church. Your gererosity is appreciated and the

June 7", Please mark you calendar and make plans to sound system is working great. Thank you so much.

celebrate with the parish. Lots of things to do and food and
fellowship. Please call the office to volunteer your services for ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR BOTH PARISHES

a booth. We will also be in need of beef for the hamburgers, APPOINTMENTS WITH FATHER MICHAEL i If you have a
prizes for the raffle and items for the auction as well as buyers concern and wish to visit with Fr. Michael, please call the office
for all of the above. for an appointment. Or you may e-mail Father at
The workeros | i st ichiois beiggtcompidd r y 6 smmdiéhdy@comcell.net.

If you feel as if you are not able to work this year due to age
or illness, please call the office and let us know. This will help
all chairmen in calling for workers for their booth. Thank you.

THE PILGRIM VIRGIN S TATUE- will be in the home of
Mary Jo Russe the week of May 10™. She is asked to

THANKS TO Scott and Jean Berend for the beef donation. It pray for world peace, military, and vocations.

is appreciated. 5-17 John & Lillie Wolf

PARISH PICNIC RAFFLE i If anyone desires to donate a 5-24 Joey & Angel Veitenheimer

prize towards the St. Maryo6s PiigfuTHER®IST Ay PEEBWERS @2 E DRI &N

Lillie Wolf at_ 423-6699. The_deadllne WI!| b_e Sunday, May 10" BONIFACE i
so that the tickets may be prin ted and distributed. Thanks for
your past and present cooperation.

If you would like to honor or remember your
mother, grandmother, godmother, aunt, daughter, friend or
| oved one this Mot her 6s Day,

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Please check with the church office if church flower bouquets in their honor or memory. The

you plan to use parish facilities for an event or meeting, time suggested donation is $2.00 for each intention. Please bring

and date need to be added to our church calendar to prevent or mail your intentions along with the money to the church

duplicate bookings of the parish facilities. PLEASE!!! office by noon on Monday, May 4 " or before if possible
Thanks.

ST. BONIFACEOGS ANNOUNICE MEMWY SIFE _AND MISSION OUTREACH ___meet on
Wednesday, May 6 ™ at 6:30 p.m.

SANCTUARY LIGHT & will burn this week in loving FOOD DISTRIBUTION  will be Thursday. Mav 7 ™ from 9:00
wi u Y, y :
memory of Pop as requested by Frances Essler. a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (or until all boxes are distributed) in the

CHALICE FOR VOCATION : Lloyd & Rita Schreiber  will Parish Hall Meeting room.
receive the Chalice on May 10™ at the 8:15 a.m. Mass.
They, as well as all of us, are asked to pray for vocations.
5-17 Robert & Edna Krahl
5-24 Robert & Debbie Krahl Family

KRISTY KRAHL CARE CENTER will be open Thursday,
May 7" from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (someone will be there
before 8 am to receive any donations).

ST. BONIFACE 7 -DAY LIGHTS; Full recovery of Trent WOMENOGS ACTS RESTREAMaryods an
Tipton and also for his family as requested by Bertha Mae & will be holding the womenoés
Royce; Larry Wolf by Sis; For Special Intentions by Donor; May 7" through May 10". We are asking for your prayers
Intention by Donor; For Peace, Our Members by St. for all the retreatants and team that will be attending. Your
Boniface Christian Mot hersd $Bprayere may;be gaid injchugch, a home ereanykete.
Members & Relatives of Catholic Life Insurance Branch #36. Friday, May 8, after morning Mass, we will have an hour of
ROSARY FOR RAIN is held each Thursday at 5:30 pm Adoration of the . Blessed Sacrament praying for the
in St. Boniface Church. Please come and join us as we pray retreatants and their team, from 8:00 am to 12 noon. The
for a bountiful rain. Patriotic Rosary on 4" Thursday. church will be locked up around 5:00 p.m. on Thursday and
CROWNING OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY will be Friday and around 8:30 p.m. on Saturday. God bless all of
Sunday, May 3 ™ at the end of Mass If you have any you.

questions call Joyce Moer at 7335542. All children are THANKS TO Craig and Jamie Anderle and June Schroeder for
encouraged to participate. their help in preparing the students for the Sacrament of
SCOTLAND SENIOR CITIZENS will meet on Sunday, May Reconcilation and Communion. Also thanks to Shelley
31, Schlumpf, Brian and Andrea Anderle, Jerry Anderle and Mary
SECOND COLLECTION - A Special Collection to help fund the Wolt for preparing the students for the Sacrament of

St Bonifaceds SchopoaSstay,Maywi | | Cé)lgirm?ti%nk e$|II of the ceremonies were beautiful and
3 '2015 ' congratulafions to everyone.

i ng



BAPTISMAL CLASSES i are held the 3™ Sunday of the
month at 8:45 A.M. in the convent. Parents, who are asking
Baptism for their child, as well as the Godparents are required
to attend a baptismal session every three years. If you are

expecting at this time and wish your child to be baptized you

may attend before the babyéds
office at 423-6687 or Diane Hubbard at 631-1803 or Beth Geis
at 423-6743 for more information and to register for the

baptismal sessions. Thank you.

CONFESSIONS: Confessions are heard on Saturd ay
afternoons from 4:00 PM wunti.l
Mass begins at 5:00 PM. Confessions are always
available by appointment. St. Boniface Confessions
are on the First Saturday afternoon from 3:15 I 3:45
p.m. Please call the office at 423-6687 or e-mail Father
Michael at mmoloney@comcell.net for a time convenient for
both you and Fr. Michael

2015 SAFE ENVIRONMENT SESSIONS

Pre -reqistration is required for ALL classes. Please
call the church of the session you plan to attend to

register . St . -6687 $akred Hedrt at4 2 3
723 -5288, or Queen of Peace at 696 -1253.
INITIAL CLASS

May 14 6:30 pm Sacred Heart

July 8 7:00 pm Our Lady Queen of Peace
July 18 9:00 am Sacred Heart

Aug. 8 9:00 am Our Lady Queen of Peace
Aug. 13 6:30 pm Sacred Heart

Anyone who has attended a class may take it online. Please
call the office at 423  -6687 for the code and __information

. 2015 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (V.BS) Theme @S
. Spark Labso
- June 16" 7 19". If you would like to help please call Tonya -
~ Wolf at 940-631-6263. Watch for registration forms coming -
7, out soon.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
////////////////////////////////////////////////////

co WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY ”
Hudson Shane Conrady
3 Son of Clay & Allison Conrady Qi

Baptized 4-19-15
5 Tucker Lee Conrady
» Son of Clay & Allison Conrady w
Baptized 4-19-15 “
o Tate Clay Conrady
N Son of Clay & Allison Conrady =
Baptized 4-19-15

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS!

Della Rose Allen, Ruth Jean Anderson, Zack Andrus, Andy
Berend, Nellie Berend, Don Bilbrey, John Brenneis Deacon
Don Brown, Helen Brown, J.C. Birkenfield Morgan Bullard,

Conrady, Sue Conrady, Karen Edge, Marlene Ermis, Pete
Ermis, Jeanne Fischer, Father Nicholas Fuhrmann, Sister
Marie Green, Jerry Gibson, Floyd Hilbers, Stephen Hilbers,
Margie Himmels, Billie Hoff, Cathy Hoff, Ernie Hoff, Frosty

4 Hdffo Mdanvih Hoff SIS tBill Hieffmary, 6Chris Hogue, Beth

Holovak, Carol Hudak, Libby Ingram, Casey Jeter, Gary
Julian, Dale Keen, Brian Lucore, Kyler Marlar, Helen
Martinka, Jess Meurer, Kathleen Moer, Anna Moloney, Clyde
Morbitzer, Mary Morbitzer, Skylar Mueller, Kim Nelson,
Travis Nelson, LenaOstermann, Tracie Pace; Rita Pearson,
Troy Pennartz, John Rife, Jeff Scheffe, Terry Shefflett,
Cassey Schenk, Roch Schenk, Rosalie Schenk, Gerald
Schreiber, Nelda Schreiber, Pauline Scheiber, Linda
Schroeder, Richard Schroeder, Caroihe Stallcup, Kate
Talley, Marie Teichman, Margaret Green Tift, Trent Tipton,
Anna Mae Veitenheimer, Frances Veitenheimer, Bill Veith,
Paul Wachsman, Richard Wachsman, Cindi Wagner, Sarah
Witten, Dorthy Dell Wolf, Dorothy V. Wolf, Kenny Wolf,
Larry Wolf, Lorine Wolf, Martha Wolf, Pauline Wolf, Ronnie
Wolf, Alphonse Zotz Jr., Chuck Zotz, Missy Zotz. If you wish
your name removed or there are any changes, please call the
office. Prayer of the Faithful: Lord Jesus, we lift those on
our weekly list to you; You are the healer of the sick and we
keep praying and hoping for those who are ill. May we
continue to pray for all who are sick and hurting and may your
peace come to each and every one of us. Amen.

MibITARY PRAYER LIST, i Taylor Anderson (Air Force),
Charles Berend, Jr. (Navy), Jarrod Canada (Army), Fermin

Estrada Jr., (Army), Sgt. Bill Foster, Capt. Sean Fuhrmann
(Marines), Lt. Colonel Tony Garcia (Navy), Luke
Grotelueschen (Army), Tracey Hoff (Navy), Sgt. Damian
Hoffman, Ethan Hoffman (Air Force), Sgt. Whitney Jeter
(Marine), Sgt. Nicholas Klein (Army), Staff Sgt. Chad
Koetter (Air Force), Jared Mankins (Marine), Jess Martinez
(Army), Blake Newby (Army), Kenneth (K.J.) Nichols
(Army), Major David Ogura (Army), Kyle Page
(Marine),Frank Prokop, (Colorado Air National Guard), Sgt.
Robert Rhinehart, Hank Schenk (Air National Guard), Isaac
Schenk (Army), Rock Schenk (Army), Colonel Tony Schenk
(Air Force), 1% Class Craig Slaten (Air Force), Staff Sgt.
Ricky Smith (Air Force), Judy Solorio (Navy), Staff Sgt.
Matthew Tubbs, Sgt. Ann Schreiber Turner (Air Force), Sgt.
Matt Turner (Air Force), Ben Veitenheimer (Navy), Jason
Winter (Army), Josh Winter (Army), Major Audrey Wolf
(Army). (If there are any changes or additions please call the
office.) Dear Heavenly Father, please protect our troops as
they protect us. Bless them and their families for all that they
are doing for us in our time of need. We ask this in the name
of Jesus. Amen.



mailto:mmoloney@comcell.net

ST. MA RY-®&Y LIGHTS: For Sick Members, For
an Increase in Priestly and Consecrated Life Vocations
by Catholic Daughters #296; Safety of Ben Wolf by

Grandma Wolf; Father Gonzalo Morales, Kenny, Martha
& Larry Wolf, Ernie & Jolene Prescher, Aunt Bertha Wolf,
Vivian Rice, Betty Parkey, Mary Jo Russe Geraldine
Lindemann, Casey Jeter, Father Michael, Deacon Don &
Helen Brown, Our Family, In Thanksgiving for rain, For

all Mothers For Addison and all Confirmation Class by
Jim & Lois; Successful surgery by Donor: YEARLY

LIGHTS: For the safety of all our military, especially for

Staff Sgt. Damian Hoffman (Army), Ethan Hoffman (Air

Force), and Maj. David Ogura (Army) by Grandmommy;

Robert and my family by Lorine Wolf, The Hol y
Daily Guidance in Endeavors for each member of my
family by Donor; For the Living & Deceased Members of

the Charles & Mary Lindeman famiy by Benny
Lindeman; Safety of Ben Wolf, Gina Loran and Brett Hoff

by Benny Lindeman; For my family by Elmer Schroeder;

For Students of W.1.S.D. & C.D.A. #296 Members by C.
D. A. #296; Joe Schreiber & Joseph Schreiber, Jr. by
Agnes Schreiber; Mom by Johnnie & Alice; For our
Family by Bernard & Pat Scheffe; For our Family by
Henry & Mildred; Our Family by Alfred & Cordella; My
Family by Ann Veitenheimer; For our family by Joe &

Lugenia Zotz; For our Military Personnel by V.F.W.
Ladies Auxiliary; In loving memory of Rusty & Shannon

and all dear departed of Lindemann & Green families;

For my children & grandchildren to always stay faithful

to the Church and its
keep God in their lives; For peace, Our beloved country
and all the brave military; For the sick & elderly of our

parishes and for all my dear friends who are so kind and
helpful to me; For all the faithful Priests & Religious and

for more vocations by Geraldine Lindemann; Thomas &
Leona Schlumpf by Danny Schlumpf Family; Arnold &
Lillian Lindeman by the Family; Janice, Ed & Catherine
andLoi s Luig
my Family by Lena
Dad; Floyd Humpert by Betty; For our family by Marvin

& Elsie Hoff; For my family and for Bruce by Anna Mae
Veitenheimer; For my Family by Margaret Beaman;

Living & Deceased Members of Catholic Life Insurance
Branch #30; For the safety and welfare of Blake Newby

(Army) by Grandma Dorothy V. Wolf.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES i will have an Information Session i

CC 101 on Wednesday, May 1% and Wednesday May 27"

from 12 pm 1 1pm in the Parish Hall at Sacred Heart in Wichita
Falls. Lunch will be provided RSVP required. Contact Susan
Cronin at 940-249-4728.

Volunteer Orientation will be Thursday, May 14" from

10:00 am i 11:30 am in the Sacred Heart Pastoral Annex in

Wichita Fall. Registration is required. Please contact at 716-

7669.

SATISFIED WITH YOUR LIFESTYLE? Looking for a change
in direction? A way to spend your life providing service to
others? If you are a single, Catholic, 18 to 40 years of age and
have an interest in learning about the ministry as a Priest,

teachi

and hGyg Eddié lduig;nFerd s
Oster mann;

Brother, Sister, or Consecrated Lay Woman, join a group of
other men and women seeking similar answers at the 2015
Vocation Awareness Program.
discussions, consultaions and prayer conducted by a
professional religious staff. The program will be held June 26-
28 at the University of Dallas, Irvin, (a Catholic University).
There is no charge to participants. For further information,
contact F. James Wilcox at the Ft Worth Diocese, 817-945-
9320, frwilcox@fwdioc.org, or, visit http://www.vapinfo.org .
Registration deadline is June 15. The Vocation Awareness
Program is sponsored by the Serra Clubs of the Dallas and Fort
Worth Dioceses in conjunction with the Diocesan Vocation
Offices of Dallas and Fort Worth.

Spirités

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE
O God, throughout the ages you have called women and men

To pursue lives of perfect charity through the evangelical counsels
Of poverty, chastity, and obedience.
During this Year of Consecrated Life,
We give you thanks for these courageous witnesses
Of Faith and models of inspiration.
Their pursuit of holy lives
Teaches us to make a more perfect offering
Of ourselves to you. Continue to enrich your Church
By calling forth sons and daughters who,
Having found the pearl of great price,
Treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above all things.
ngs,
Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever. Amen

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR RAIN

God our Creator, maker of all things and protector of your
people, in your love look upon us in our time of need and give
hu€yaur Help. Open the heavens for us and send us the rain
wBredtl forour 1i8ea dndectops. Ab oyr hellhs IBng f8r you, so
we seek rain to refresh the earth; as we long for life, so let the
earth produce its harvest in abundance. May we rejoice in the
good things of the earth an d raise our eyes to you the source
of all blessings. Hear our cry for mercy and answer our

prayer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

This bulletin compliments of Catholic Life Insurance
Union Branch #30 of Windthorst
and Branch #36 of Scotland
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Sunoay, Mar 3, 2015
Fruit of the womb
Prepositions are fascinating parts of speech: small, seemingly
trivial until one looks closely. When Jesus uses the metaphor of a
grapevine to illustrate our relationship to him and to God, he says,
“Remain 7 me.” To be “in” is not to be “on”! We are not random
branches grafted onto the vine. We’ve been chosen to bear fruit. We
have the vine’s very sap, its inner life, its juices, as Gerard Manley
Hopkins says of spring: “What is all this juice and all this joy?” We
belong there, in Christ. We are pruned. We abide. We remain. We
ripen. We bear.

Topay’s READINGS: Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; Jobn 15:1-8 (53).

“Remain in me, as I vemain in you.”

Firri SuNDAY OF EASTER

Monpay, May 4 Easter weekoay
At the heart of it all
“Jesus knew and loved us each and all during his life,” says the
Catholic Catechism. “He has loved us all with a human heart.”
Tale a moment to let that teaching sink in: Jesus knew you long
before you were made aware of your own existence. That alone
is all you need to understand your life’s purpose. You were, are,
and will continue to be in the mind and heart of Jesus, who is love
itself. What joy there is in embracing that love!
ToDAY’S READINGS: Acts 14:5-18; John 14:21-26 (285). “Whoever
has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me.”

Tuespay, Mar 5 Easter weekoar
Cling to the love and let go of the fear
If (or when) you feel down, confused and especially afraid, won-
dering—in spite of the evidence!—whether God loves you, go
to John’s gospel and read what Jesus wanted his friends to hold
onto (chapters 13-15). Jesus almost pleads with his intimates to
realize how much he loves them and how they/we and he will not
be separated, in spite of what is about to happen to him. Do little
pockets of fear pop up in your day, moments of dismay? Hold on
to “Be not afraid. Trust in God and trust in me.” Cling to that love
Jesus has for you, but let go of the fear. Relax. Be at peace. God is
in control.
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31a (286). “T am
going away and I will come back to you.”

cations. TakeFiveForf |@1akefiveforfaith.com. All rights reserved. Daily emaxl sign
copyright. Noncommercial repnms permmed with the follovwn cedit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citaions from the New American Bxble Revised Edifion.

Weonespay, May & EASTER WEEKDAY

Why wine?

In the ancient Near East wine was essential for sustenance; it was

a symbol of life and celebration. Perhaps that is why wine plays a

key role in Jesus’ first public miracle, where he changed water into

wine at the wedding at Cana, and in the Last Supper, when he

reveals who he is to his disciples. Through his death and Resurrec-

tion, Jesus becomes the symbol of life and celebration for all of us.

He is the fruit of the vine poured out for us. Drink deeply.
TopaY’s READINGS: Acts 15:1-0; John 15:1-8 (287). “1 am the true
vine, and my Father is the vine grower”

TrurspAY, May 7 EASTER WEEKDAY
Be careful using “us and them”
The phrase “us and them” separates humanity into teams of rivals.
But what happens when those teams change sides? When Saint Paul,
apostle to the Gentiles, talks about “us,” he means his Jewish broth-
ers and sisters. For Paul, “them” refers to non-Jewish followers of
Jesus—which curiously now means, mostly, “us.” Today the Jewish
community celebrates the mystical side of faith on the feast of Lag
B’Omer, the revelation of divine secrets to a second-century rabbi.
Mysticism reminds us all that heaven’s view of history is quite fuller
than ours. Ise’t it time to build more bridges, and to sce as God sees?
Topay’s READINGS: Acts 15:7-21; John 15:9-11 (288). “God made
no distinction between us and [Gentiles], for by fuith he purified
their hearts.”

Fripay, May 8  Easter weekoay
A friendship worth fighting for
Jesus wants to be your friend. But accept the invitation at your
own risk, because that is what it requires: Risking all you have, all
you are, your very life for his sake. That doesn’t exactly conjure a
romantic image of hanging out with Jesus watching a ballgame. In
fact, true friendship is complicated. As a friend of Jesus, you will
find yourself angry and frustrated at what is being asked of you.
But, as renowned theologian Martin Marty assures us in Friend-
ship, his little treasure of a book on this sacred relationship, “For
friends, never coming into conflict is probably a sign of apathy;
people who care deeply about anything in the world are going to
disagree.” So go ahead, accept Jesus’ invitation of friendship, and
get ready for the fights, fun, and unconditional love that the best
of friendships bring.
TopaY’s READINGS: Acts 15:22-31; Jobn 15:12-17 (289). “T have
called you fiiends, because I have told you everything I have henrd
from my Father”

SarurpaY, Mar @ Easter weekpay
Already taken care of. Thank God.
The events of Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection have brought
redemption, healing, and wholeness, as we declare when we pray
the words, “We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by
your holy cross you have redeemed the world.” There is no longer
separation between the so-called “secular” world and the reign of
God. With Christ, we participate in the life welling up within us
and within the world. Next time you are waiting in traffic, wran-
gling with a tough business decision, or scrolling through your
newsfeed, be on the lookout for Christ, who has already redeemed
even the challenging situations we have yet to resolve!
ToDAY’S READINGS: Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21 (290). “God had
called us to proclaim the Good News.”
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