
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. The next class is 
Monday, Nov. 20th. To register for the class, please call 
973-627-0313 . Both parents are encouraged to attend the 
class before the birth of the baby.  The Sacrament of Bap-
tism is administered weekly at the 12:15 pm Mass and a 
Baptismal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.  Families are required to 
be active, contributing parishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish 
for 2 months prior to the child’s baptism date. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office. 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313 Website:  www.st-cecilia.org Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
          
Convent:  973-627-6533 School: 973-627-6003 CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays    

 8:00 am and 7:30 pm 
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
  
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Pawel Bala 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

Rev. Cerilo Javinez 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
Deacon Paul Willson 

 
Deacon Mateusz Darlak 

 

Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study: Tuesday @ 9:30 am , Monday Night Bible Study @  

7:30 pm , Mommy Bible Study: Thursday @ 9:30 am 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP  3rd Wednesday 7:00 pm (PO) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP - First Tuesday  7:00 pm (HH)  
HOLY HOUR  -  Monday—7:00 pm 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  RCIA  
Sunday @ 9:00 am for children & parents, 11:45 am for adults. 
Email paul.d.willson@gmail.com for further information or call  
973-551-0749       

 PARISH OFFICE  HOURS 
  Monday-Thursday  8:40 am—4:30 pm 

    Friday  8:30 am—2:30 pm  
 CLOSED FOR LUNCH:  12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford, LCpl. 

Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US Navy, 
Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. 

Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Marti-
nez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong 
V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, 
Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. 
William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Mary-
lyn Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin 
M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Lt. Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler and Spc. Greg-
ory Villaneuva .  We ask God the Father of us all, through 
the intercession of St. Michael the Archangel, to protect all 
the men and women in our Armed Forces, to bless them in 
their efforts toward bringing peace and justice to our world. 
May they be brought back safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, 

Carol Centonze, Jane Gorcica, Carol Graner Wilson, 
Sam Sessa, Ronald Stankiewicz, Hank Brown,  
Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen Niles, Noel 
Wadleigh,  Joanna Sacco,  David Cicchine, Teresa 

D’Atria, Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe 
Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Pat Heady, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia 
Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bas-
charow, Isabel Rattay,  Donna Cooke, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, 
Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Mi-
raldi, Scott Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy 
Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose 
Leslie,  Demetrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi, and  Frances Finn, Doro-
thy Murray, Virginia Cousins., Madlyn Long. Stephanie Lewis, 
Florence Clements, Kimberly Dugan, George Falcone, Christine 
Wich, Danielle Cicchetti, Gale Sessa, Paul Minetti, Kyle Johnson. 
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Monday, October 30, Weekday 
8:00 am— Vita Noto, 3rd Anv., req. by sister, Jean 
Tuesday, October 31, Weekday 
8:00 am - Deceased Members of the Gulla Family req. by Hopler 
& Profit Families 
Wednesday, November 1, All Saints 
8:00 amð For the intention of St. Cecilia Parishioners 

7:30 pmðFor the intention of St. Cecilia Parishioners 
Thursday, November 2, The Commemoration of All the faith-
ful Departed (All Soul’s Day) 
 8:00 am— For the faithfully Departed 
7:30 pm—For the faithfully Departed 
Friday, November 3, Saint Martin de Porres, Religious 
8:00 am— Rose Peplowski req. by Fr. Zig 
Saturday, November 4, Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
8:00 am— Silvio, Filamena, Anthony & Carol Taglient req. by 
Adelina Velocci 
Sunday, November 5, Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 4:30 pm—Monica Dougherty req. by the Amicucci Family 
      Robert O’Mahen req. by Art Valletta 
 7:00 pm— Sue Bzezinski req. by Tom, Erin Marmara & Family 
     Frances Ferrara req. by St. Cecilia Senior Citizens 
 8:00 amð  Pasquale, Fousto & Giuseppina Velocci req. by Adelina   

    Velocci 

     Gerald Nedo req. by the Haynes Family 

 9:15 amð  James Boyer req. by the Boyer Family 

     Dave Kent with love Linda & Carline Kuhlmey 

10:45 amð Joseph Sala req. by the Sala Family 

     Thelma Aranha req. by Family 

12:15 pmð Peg Whalen req. by Kathy Robertson 

     Susan Bzezinski req. by the Marmara Family 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  October 22, 2017 
CollectionðChecks               $      3,730.00 

Collectionï Cash                                            $     10,022.75 

ParishPay Electronic Giving              $      1,983.08 

Total Weekly Collection               $    15,735.83 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  814,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    14,705.88 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $      1,029.95 

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $     8,258.40 

   

 The Sanctuary Lamp is burning in Loving 

  Memory of  

Vita Noto, 3rd Anniversary 

req. by sister, Jean 

 

ALL SAINTS DAY ï November 1st, All Saints Day, is a Holy 

Day of Obligation for all Catholics. Our Mass schedule in Rock-

away is: Vigil Mass at Sacred Heart Church on Tuesday, October 

31st at 7 p.m. Wednesday, November 1st Holy Mass at Saint Ce-

cilia Church at 8 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Holy Mass at Sacred Heart 

Church on Wednesday, November 1st at 12 Noon. 

 

ALL SOULS DAY ï The Feast of All Souls will be celebrated 

on Thursday, November 2nd with Holy Mass in St. Cecilia 

Church at 8 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Holy Mass at Sacred Heart 

Church will be celebrated at 12 Noon. Let us remember the faith-

ful departed who have passed this year and all those who sleep in 

Christ. 

 

ALL SOULS CEMETERY SERVICE ï This yearôs All Souls 

Cemetery service will take place on All Souls Day, Thursday, 

November 2nd at 11 in the morning at the Saint Cecilia Cemetery. 

In the event of rain the service will take place in the church. 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

580-St. Cecilia 

Please be advised that all the òSenior Eventsó are 
open to everyone of every age from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 
 

Tuesday, November 7—11:00 am 
Mass for the Deceased Members of St. Cecilia Seniors 

Club—Regular meeting after Mass for the Deceased Mem-
bers of St. Cecilia Seniors Club  

11 am set up, 12-1 pm social hour, coffee & cake, 1-2pm 
Meeting, bingo & cards afterward 

Tuesday, November 14—Sands Casino 
Cost $25 incl. $20 slot play—$5 food coupon 
For more info call Lorraine at 973-366-6871 
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CD of the Month  

 
 
7Å ÁÒÅ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ Ȭ#$ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÔÈȭ 
program.  For the month of October all parishioners are 
welcome and encouraged to purchase and listen to  "Our 
Lady of Fatima: and the fall of communism" by Craig 
Turner.  This audio CD is a great talk by a world class 
speaker.  Craig Turner does an amazing job of explaining 
the deepest mysteries of our faith in a way that all people 
can understand and relate to.  This is a simple opportunity 
to listen, learn, and share our faith together as a commu-
nity.   
On Thursday, October 26thȟ ÏÕÒ Ȭ&ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ .ÉÇÈÔȭ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
dedicated to a discussion and sharing on this CD.  All peo-
ple are welcome to attend. 
 
CDs are available after Mass or by contacting the parish 
office.  CDs are $4 each.   
 

Do óSomething Beautiful for Godô  
            From Sept. 27 through Nov. 5, there will be ñ40 Days for 

Lifeò daily prayer vigils around the world outside of Planned 

Parenthood and other abortion providers.  Please join us as we 

pray at 196 Speedwell Ave. - Planned Parenthood of Morris-

town - where every day, three babies die from chemical abor-

tions; i.e. over a thousand each year.  Your gift of an hour or 

more of peaceful witness and prayer any time between 7 a.m. 

and 7 p.m., Monday through Sunday, will help to save Godôs 

children in danger of abortion.  Do something beautiful for 

Him, and sign up for any hour(s) you can give 

at https://40daysforlife.com/browse -campaigns , or contact 

the local campaign coordinator, Frances Spilman, 

at 44lifeus@gmail.com or 973-627-1654 to sign up.  Signs will 

be provided, or you can bring your own; but nothing 

graphic.  Please come pray with us to save a childôs life and 

help his or her parents.  We hope you will join us. 

BISHOP SERRATELLI TO VISIT OUR PARISH ï His Excel-

lency, Bishop Arthur Serratelli will be the main celebrant of the 

4:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, December 2nd. We welcome our 

Bishop and look forward to his visit to Saint Ceciliaôs. 

URGENT NEED FOR USHERS ï I am in need of volunteers 

to serve as ushers for the Sunday 12:15 p.m. Mass. I know that 

many of you are ñregularsò at this Mass and I really need your 

help in this ministry. If you would like additional information 

please see me after Mass or call me at the parish office 

973.627.0313 X 12. I am grateful to you for your assistance! ï 

Father Zig 

Garage SaleðSave the Date 

November 4thðHayes Hallð8:00 

am to 2:00 pm $25.00 per tableð

sponsored by  

St. Monica Guild 

For information, call Pat Zayac at 

973-625-4572 

 All Welcome! 

PARISH VOLUNTEER BREAKFAST POST-

PONED ï The Parish volunteer breakfast sched-

uled for Saturday, November 25th has been post-

poned. A new date will be announced shortly. 

Save the Date: Saturday, December 9th 

A Communion Breakfast 

For the 

80th Anniversary 

On the Actual Date of the Creation of 

Our Diocese of Paterson 

9:30 a.m. Solemn Mass 

 with Bishop Serratelli 

11:00 a.m. Breakfast at the Brownstone 

Tickets are $40 per person and available online 

By visiting www.rcdop.org/breakfast 

This is a Day of Celebration for all of us living in the  

Diocese of Paterson 

Come Share with us!  

 

ALL PARISHIONERS 

The 5th SUNDAY ROSARY SERVICE is today, Sunday, 

October 29.  We gather at 3pm at Sacred Heart Church 

in Rockaway. All are welcome to attend.   

https://40daysforlife.com/browse-campaigns
mailto:44lifeus@gmail.com
tel:(973)%20627-1654


580-St. Cecilia 
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MASS CARDS    
We are asked to pray for the dead.  The best way to do this 

is to have a mass celebrated in memory of a loved one.   

Stop in or call the Parish Office 973-627-0313 

~Offering $15.00~ 

FUND RAISING DINNER FOR SEMINARIANS ï A din-

ner dance to support seminarian education in our diocese will 

take place on Sunday, November 12th at the Brownstone in 

Paterson. The event begins at 5:30 and the ticket cost is $70. A 

cash bar will be available and wine as well as beer will be 

served at each table. Music will be provided by a DJ. All profits 

will benefit the formation of our seminarians. Please contact 

Janet at the St. Cecilia Parish Office for tickets and information 

prior to October 27th. YOUR SUPPORT IS VERY MUCH AP-

PRECIATED. 

Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word at the 9:15 Mass:  Children 

(age 4 years and older) are invited to hear the Word of God 

proclaimed from the Childrenôs Lectionary.  With their adult 

leaders, the children process to Hayes Hall to hear the readings 

and reflect on them at a childôs level of understanding.  They 

return to the congregation after the homily.  We meet from 

October to May.  We are looking for adults and teens who 

would like to help with this ministry.  Training will be ar-

ranged.  If you can commit to a Sunday during the year, please 

call Denise at 973-625-2056 or Lesley at 973-610-1982. 

A GRAND volunteer opportunity!  The Thursday 

Mornings for Moms Bible Study is looking for a few 

good ñgrandfriends!ò  The grandfriends are a group of 

women who watch children from 9:15ð11:00 am on 

Thursdays in the parish office while the moms have their 

bible study in the same building.  If you are interested, 

please contact Cheryl at thesprouls777@gmail.com  All 

volunteers are required to have a background check and 

have gone through the Protecting Godôs Children train-

ing. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ï Father Peter Glabik will be cele-

brating his 10th anniversary of ordination. Father Peter was 

ordained a priest in Saint Cecilia Church on October 31, Hal-

loween! Fatherós first assignment was as parochial vicar for St. 

Cecilia and Sacred Heart of Jesus Parishes. Should you like to 

send him greetings on this special occasion his address is: St. 

Clare Church, 69 Allwood Road, Clifton, NJ 07014. Congratu-

lations, Father Peter! STO LAT!! 

 

CATHOLIC YOUTH LOUNGE ï Our diocese version of 

ñCatholic Undergroundò named, CATHOLIC YOUTH 

LOUNGE will premier on Saturday, November 4th at 7 p.m. at 

Saint Joseph Church in Passaic. All youth and young adults are 

invited for adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, prayer 

and uplifting spiritual music from a variety of musicians. 

Check with Father Zig or Jim Clancy for details. 

 
Save the Date - Monday, November 13th from 7 - 9 

PM at Villa Walsh Convent, Morristown - the Reli-

gious Teachers Filippini are celebrating "An Eve-

ning With Sisters." This event will be open to high 

school and college aged women discerning their vo-

cation. Food and drink will be provided. For details, 

please contact the office of the Delegate for Reli-

gious at 973-777-8818 ext. 207, 

or kerry@patersondiocese.org. 

PARISH COAT DRIVE - THANK YOU to all those who 

donated to the St Martin of Tours parish coat drive.   Over 

200 coats were donated and many gloves and scarves as 

well.  The donations were taken to the Market Street Mission 

in Morristown who will be having their annual coat give 

away on the Green in early November.   Thanks again - The 

Men's Society.  

This one woman play is performed by Sr. Nancy Murray, OP of the 

gifted and talented Murray family.  She joined the Adrian Domini-

can Sisters and earned a Theater Degree and a Masters Degree in 

Pastoral Studies. She transforms herself into St. Catherine, portray-

ing her as the strong, colorful, passionate, and enthusiastic personal-

ity that she was.  

Saturday, November 4 at 7:30 pm  

at St. Catherine of Siena 

10 N Pocono Rd, Mountain Lakes 

Tickets $20 and will be available at the door.  Includes the play and 

wine and cheese 

mailto:kerry@patersondiocese.org
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Monday, October 30 
7:00 pmñHoly Hour (Church) 
7:30 pmñMonday Night Bible Study (HH) 
Tuesday, October 31 
9:30 amñBible Study (HH) 
11:00 amñSeniors (HH) 
7:45 pmñCharismatic Prayer Group (HH) 
Wednesday, November 1 
All Saints  
7:00 pmñRockaway Respect Life Ministry (PO) 
Thursday, November 2 
All Souls Day  
9:30 amñMommy Bible Study (PO) 
7:30 pmñHoly Mass 
Friday,  November 3 
8:00 amñSt. Monica Guild Garage Sale (HH) 
6:30 pmñFirst Friday Devotions (SHC) 
Saturday, November 4 
8:00 amñBlood pressure weekend 
8:00 amñSt. Monica Guild Garage Sale (HH) 
4:00 pmñFood Drive (Church) 
Sunday,   November 5 
Daylight Savings Time Ends  
9:00 amñBlood pressure (Church 
9:00 amñRCIA (PO) 
9:15 amñChildrenõs Liturgy (Church) 
10:45 amñHospitality (HH) 
11:45 amñRCIA (PO) 

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS  
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FATHER ZIG ASKS FOR YOUR HELP : I encourage 

all to support our parish in the weekly sale of shopping 

cards and other gift cards which are available after Mass at 

the main entrance of the church. You lose nothing when 

you purchase your Shop Rite grocery cards and other gift 

cards from us BUT OUR PARISH GAINS ADDITIONAL 

INCOME FROM THESE BUSINESSES BECAUSE OF 

YOUR PURCHASE FROM OUR PARISH. What an easy 

fund raiser for us! All we need is everyoneôs participation 

ï How great that would be!!  - Father Zig 

BAPTISM CLASS ï A meeting of all those wishing infor-

mation and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday 

evening, Nov. 20th in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 7 

oôclock in the evening. Father Pawel will be present to con-

duct the information session and answer questions regarding 

the celebration of the sacrament. 

TRIP TO IRELAND ï You are invited to join Father Zig in 

traveling to Ireland and Northern Ireland, April 9-21, 2018. 

A Colette travel brochure with all the information regarding 

cost, itinerary and much more can be found in the church 

vestibule or in the parish office. 

 

 

 

Divine Mercy Academy Tricky Tray 

Saturday, November 18th 

At Morris Catholic High School 

Doors open at 5 pm; calling starts by 7:00 pm 

Admission is $25 

This is an adult-only, ñbring your own food & beverage 

event.ò  

For more info call 973-723-8282, or email 

LMLOR33@hotmail.com 

 

CRAFT & VENDOR SALE 
St. Cecilia Church on Saturday, 

November 11th from 9:00ð2:00 

Vendors welcome 

For more information, 

saintceciliarosarysociety@gmail.com 

Help Wanted:  Divine Mercy Academy is looking for substi-

tute teachers.  Applicants must have a minimum of 60+ col-

lege credits or a valid County Substitute Teacher Certificate or 

a valid NJ Teacher Certificate and are required to complete the 

Protecting Godôs Children training program.  We are also in 

need of part-time after school care aides.  Applicants are re-

quired to be at least 18 years of age and a high school diploma 

and are required to complete Protecting Godôs Children train-

ing program.  Ideal candidates should have some experience 

working with young children and/or an early childhood educa-

tion background.  Candidates will assist with afternoon snack, 

indoor & outdoor play experiences and tend to the needs of 

our young students. The aftercare position is Monday-Friday, 

2:00 pm until 6:00 pm during school days.  For more infor-

mation on being a substitute teacher or after care aide, 

please call the school at 973-627-6003. 

Save the Date - Monday, November 13th from 7 - 9 PM at Villa 

Walsh Convent, Morristown - the Religious Teachers Filippini 

are celebrating "An Evening With Sisters." This event will be 

open to high school and college aged women discerning their 

vocation. Food and drink will be provided. For details, please 

contact the office of the Delegate for Religious at 973-777-8818 

ext. 207, or kerry@patersondiocese.org.  

mailto:LMLOR33@hotmail.com
mailto:kerry@patersondiocese.org
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St. Martin de Porres was born at Lima, Peru, in 1579.  His father was a Spanish gentleman and his mother an Indian woman 
from Panama.  At fifteen, he became a lay brother at the Dominican Friary at Lima and spent his whole life there—as a barber, 
farm-laborer, almoner, and infirmarian among other things. 

 

Martin had a great desire to go off to some foreign mission and thus earn the palm of martyrdom.  However, since this was not 
possible, he made a martyr out of his body, devoting himself to ceaseless and severe penances.  In turn, God endowed him 
with many graces and wondrous gifts, such as aerial flights and bilocation. 

 

St. Martin’s love was all-embracing, shown equally to humans and animals, including vermin, and he maintained a cats’ and 
dogs’ hospital at his sister’s house.  He also possessed spiritual wisdom, demonstrated in his solving his sister’s marriage 
problems, raising a dowry for his niece inside of three days’ time, and resolving theological problems for the learned of his 
Order and for Bishops.  A close friend of St. Rose of Lima, this saintly man died on November 3, 1639 and was canonized on 
May 6, 1962, by Pope John XXIII. 

 

PRAYER   God, You led St. Martin by the way of humility to heavenly glory.  Help us to follow the example of his holiness and  
so become worthy to be exalted with him in heaven.  Amen. 

 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey 
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ST. MARTIN DE PORRES, Religious 

November 3 - Patron of Hairdressers 

My dear parishioners, 

As we gather to celebrate the Lordôs Day we commemorate the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The Scripture texts which are pre-

sented to us address the matter of our concern for one another as being a commandment from the Lord.  Showing one another 

respect, deferring to one another and coming to the assistance of those in need are what we need to be about. Acting in a manner 

contrary to this is the breaking of Godôs Commandment, ñYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.ò 

The other day I received a message on my phone while I was away from my desk which came from a person who works in the 

development office of the diocese. His message was one which made my day. He said that the response from the parishioners of 

Saint Ceciliaôs to the ñin pew processò of the BISHOPôS ANNUAL APPEAL was tremendous. Although he had no final number 

regarding our total donation to this yearôs appeal, he said that the participation rate of the parishioners was superb. He congratu-

lated me and all of you for a job well done! 

I canôt help but to think of todayôs epistle reading from the Apostle Paulôs First Letter to the Thessalonians where Paul writesòé

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit, so that you 

became a model for all the believerséò  The Apostle Paul congratulated the Thessalonian Christians for their good work in wit-

nessing to the Gospel and I, your pastor, congratulate you too! 

Your participation in the BISHOPôS ANNUAL APPEAL provides help for so many who find themselves in a difficult situation. 

Your generosity, motivated by your faith, speaks loudly of your praise to God in thanksgiving for His blessings. Our Catholic 

Charities agencies in the diocese will be able to continue their good work thanks to you and others like you in the diocese. Our 

culture supports a spirit of indifference regarding participation in the assistance which should be given to those who are in need. 

Thank God you model the First Century Thessalonian Christians who in their life imitated Saint Paul by their loving and gener-

ous service. 

I encourage you with the words of todayôs Gospel Acclamation, ñSHINE LIKE LIGHTS IN THE WORLD AS YOU HOLD ON 

TO THE WORD OF LIFE.ò  May you, the parishioners of Saint Cecilia, continue to be a model for all other parishes in the dio-

cese! 

God bless you and keep up the good work! 

Father Zig 

 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313       internet: www.st-cecilia.org                                    FAX: 973-627-4811        
To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 

 
  Convent: 973-627-6533                  School: 973-627-6003                 CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

Saint Cecilia Parish  
90 Church Street  
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866  


