
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. The next class is 
Monday, June 18th. To register for the class, please call 
973-627-0313 . Both parents are encouraged to attend the 
class before the birth of the baby.  The Sacrament of Bap-
tism is administered weekly at the 12:15 pm Mass and a 
Baptismal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.  Families are required to 
be active, contributing parishioners of St. Ceciliaõs Parish 
for 2 months prior to the childõs baptism date. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office. 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313 Website:  www.st-cecilia.org Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
          
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays    

 8:00 am and 7:30 pm 
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
  
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Pawel Bala 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

Rev. Cerilo Javinez 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
Deacon Paul Willson 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study: Tuesday @ 9:30 am , Monday Night Bible Study @  

7:30 pm , Mommy Bible Study: Thursday @ 9:30 am 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: Will resume after Labor Day  
HOLY HOUR  -  Mondayñ7:00 pm 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  RCIA  
Sunday @ 9:00 am for children & parents, 11:45 am for adults. 
Email paul.d.willson@gmail.com  for further information or call  
973-551-0749       
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 
 

 PARISH OFFICE  HOURS 
  Monday-Thursday  8:40 amñ4:30 pm 

    Friday  8:30 amñ2:30 pm  
 CLOSED FOR LUNCH:  12:00 pmñ1:00 pm 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our coun try in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford, LCpl. 

Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US Navy, 
Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. 

Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Marti-
nez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong 
V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, 
Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. 
William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Mary-
lyn Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin 
M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Lt. Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler and Spc. Greg-
ory Villaneuva .  We ask God the Father of us all, through 
the intercession of St. Michael the Archangel, to protect all 
the men and women in our Armed Forces, to bless them in 
their efforts toward bringing peace and justice to our world. 
May they be brought back safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris 

Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane Gorcica, Sam Sessa, 
Ronald Stankiewicz, Hank Brown,  Carol Fer-
rante, Jim Golden, Karen Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  
Joanna Sacco,  David Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, 
Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, Grace McDer-
mott, Joe Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Pat 

Heady, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker 
Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Isabel Rattay,  Donna 
Cooke, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  
Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Cheryl Anne Bornemann, 
Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Ken-
nedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  Demetrius 
Barbee, Lucille Bardi, and  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, Vir-
ginia Cousins., Madlyn Long. Stephanie Lewis, Florence 
Clements, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa, Paul Minetti, Marguerite 
Buggy, Mike Murray, Carmen Liuzza, Jr., Helene Turner, Mi-
chael Turner, Ruben Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez., Mina Simmons-
Jones, Victoria Santana, Mary Merz, Dolores Faulkner. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Here are the readings  for next Sunday 

92:Ez 17:22-24  Ps 92:2-3, 13-16 

2 Cor 5:6-10  Mk 4:26-34 
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Monday, June 11, Saint Barnabas, Apostle 
8:00 amñPeg Whalen, birthday remembrance, req. by Monica   
  Profit  
Tuesday, June 12, Weekday 
8:00 amñSpecial Intention for Mary Merz  
Wednesday, June 13, Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor 

of the Church 
8:00 amðRosario Dejaresco req. by Malou Alvarez & family 
Thursday, June 14, Weekday 
 8:00 amñKevin Doughty req. by the McDonnell Family  
Friday, June 15, Weekday 
8:00 amñBernard McDonnell req. by the McDonnell Family  
Saturday,  June 16, Weekday 
8:00 amñFor the Fathers of St. Cecilia 
Sunday, June 17, Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 pmð  For the Fathers of St. Cecilia 

7:00 pmð  For the Fathers of St. Cecilia 

8:00 amð   For the Fathers of St. Cecilia 
9:15 amñ  For the Fathers of St. Cecilia 
10:45 amñFor the Fathers of St. Cecilia 
12:15 pmñFor the Fathers of St. Cecilia 

 The Altar Flowers are in  

Loving Memory of  

Mary Wyssling, Birthday Rememberance, 

Req. by: Gary Wyssling & Byron Carrillo 

 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  6/3/18 
CollectionðChecks               $      3,693.00 

Collectionï Cash                                            $     10,736.00 

ParishPay Electronic Giving              $      2,800.00 

Total Weekly Collection                     17,229.00 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  814,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    14,705.88 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $     2,523.12 

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $   52,657.85 

NEW DAILY MASS SCHEDULE ï Beginning on Monday, 

July 2nd, two morning Masses will be offered Monday thru Fri-

day at 6:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. On Saturday morning only one 

Mass will be celebrated at 8 oôclock. 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY ï You are invited to join in 

wishing Father Cerilo HAPPY ONE YEAR ANNIVER-

SARY as a priest on Sunday, July 1st following the 10:45 

a.m. Mass. A reception will be held in Hayes Hall to which 

all are welcome. 

HOLY HOUR TO CONCLUDE ðHoly Hour will be sus-

pended for the summer months.  The final holy hour will be this 

Monday, June 11th from 7 to 8 p.m.  Holy Hour will resume on 

Monday, September 10th. 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

580-St. Cecilia 

Please be advised that all the òSenior Eventsó are 
open to everyone 55 and over from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 
 

June 19ñRegular Meeting 
11 am set up, 12-1 pm social hour, coffee & cake 

1-2 pm meeting, bingo & cards afterward 
June 26ñSands Casino 

Price $25ñSlot Play $20ñFood $5 
 

For more info call:  Lorraine @ 973-366-6871 
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BAPTISM CLASS ï A meeting of all those wishing information 

and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday evening, June 

18th in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 7 oôclock in the evening. 

Father Pawel will be present to conduct the information session and 

answer questions regarding the celebration of the sacrament. 

 

PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP - The Padre Pio Prayer 

Group will resume following Labor Day. 

NEW WOMEN'S GROUP: Women at the Well   
The Women at the Well meet the FIRST SATURDAYS of 
each month. These evenings  are meant to serve as spiritual 
and social refreshment for women.  The evening begins with 
a potluck dinner, followed the Rosary, quiet prayer and end-
ing with dessert and socializing.  Registration is required by 
emailing Jennifer Nelson & Faith 
Rose at wellwithmysoul17@gmail.com. with your name, par-
ish and email address. This group is open to those outside 
the parish as well. Bring a your Rosary and a friend!  

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Heart Parishes  

Summer Bible Camp ñGrowing Up Catholicò 

Will be held Tuesday, July 17th to Saturday, July 21st 

From 4-6 pm at Divine Mercy Academy. 

All children Pre-K to 4th grade are invited to attend. 

There will be games, crafts, songs, Bible stories, & snacks! 

Registration Fee: 1 childð$20.00, 2 or moreð $25.00 

Adult and teen volunteers are needed. For info please email 

Stcecilia.faithformation@gmail.com 

Or contact Denise at 973-462-3795. 

PARISH PICNIC - The parish picnic is planned for Sunday 

June 10 with a rain date of June 24.  Events will begin with 

mass at 12:15 PM at Fireman's Field with the picnic follow-

ing immediately running until 5 PM.  Good food and games 

for the kids are planned and the day will close with the pray-

ing of the rosary.  All parishioners are invited. Help is needed 

for set up/clean up, face painting, games, baking and kitchen 

help. If you wish to help out, please contact Jim Gallagher 

(973-366-9699) or Jack Zayac (973-625-4572).  

Sunday, Sep. 16 thru Friday, Sept. 21 
Wildwood Crest  

Stay at the popular and historical Caribbean  
Motel for 5 nights & 6 days.   

Includes hot breakfast every day, dinners 
plus a pizza party and a BBQ, wine &  

cheese parties, a gala 
evening of dinner, show and dancing at  

Convention Hall, Lewes Ferry  
to Delaware for shopping ,  

a day at Resorts Casino with bonus,  
whale watch, Cape May, a show at the  

Performing Arts Center and more. 
For more info call:  Lorraine @ 973-366-6871 

 
Donõt forget about the St. Cecilia Seniors 
Adventure of The Seas on May 17, 2019 

For more info: Call Alice Koller @ 973-627-8558 

Morris Catholic Baseball CampðThe Morris Catholic HS 

Baseball Team is hosting a summer camp for students enter-

ing grades 5-9.  This camp will be designed to pass on base-

ball skills and philosophies that are taught at the high school 

level.  The camp will be held July 17-19, 3:00-6:00 pm at 

Morris Catholic.  For more information and to register, 

please visit morriscatholic.org or contact Nick Berg at 

nberg@morriscatholic.org 

FROM THE PASTOR ï The month of May was an exciting 

and busy time for us here in Rockaway. Of course I am refer-

ring to the ordination to the Holy Priesthood and First Mass 

of two of our sons, one a native-Father Joseph Boykow, and 

the other a son by adoption-Father Matt Darlak. I am so 

proud of you, my parishioners, for the love, support and gen-

erosity you had shown our two young priests. This is a sign 

of the faith that you have in Christ Jesus and your love for 

His Church. I am indebted to the Saint Monica Guild under 

the leadership of Mrs. Pat Zayak for their labor in hosting not 

one, but two receptions back to back. The ladies worked ex-

tremely hard and I so much appreciate all their work. The 

Saint Monica Guild is such a blessing to me and our parish 

for which I thank Almighty God and ask that He grant them 

good health and all the many blessings necessary for them to 

continue their ministry. Both priests asked me to extend their 

gratitude and they assure you of their prayers for all that you 

had done to make their ordination and First Mass such a joy-

ous event! God bless you, my good people!! ï Father Zig 

mailto:wellwithmysoul17@gmail.com
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ATTENTION MEN ï A new menôs group called FA-

THERS OF ST. JOSEPH will be meeting every other Sat-

urday morning at 5:30 a.m. in the St. Cecilia Office Build-

ing. The sole aim and purpose of the group is to labor for 

the restoration, revitalization and redemption of human 

fatherhood, in order that it may become what it has been 

created to be: an efficacious icon that directs the human 

family to its Father. The Fathers of St. Joseph gatherings 

are not so much meetings as they are mini retreats, whose 

aim is to communicate the spirituality of fatherhood in a 

manner that encourages and inspires fathers to embrace, 

engage and ï by the power of the Holy Spirit ï sanctify 

their vocation. The next gathering is SATURDAY, June 

9! 

PRO-LIFE CORNER  

Pregnant/Need Help? 

This information is taken from the 

Several Sources Website* 

SEVERAL SOURCES SHELTERS 

The  Mission Statement of 

Several Sources Shelters:  

Through God's Grace, we save babies' 
lives and shelter their young mothers while providing 
education and ongoing compassionate support services 
including our Pregnancy Sonogram Center. We further 
educate young people to make healthy life choices as 
well as shelter women who are homeless, sick and eld-
erly as we help them to restore their dignity. 
Several Sources Shelters provides hope for pregnant 
women and their babies who have no place to go in their 
time of need. We pray youôll want to get involved and 
help these needy mothers and their little ones towards a 
better future.  
(Several Sources is a registered 501-C3 Charity) 
For more information: 

SEVERAL SOURCES SHELTERS PO BOX 157 Å RAM-

SEY, NEW JERSEY 07446 Å 201-818-9033 Email: 

Kathyd@severalsources.net Visit our websites: 

*www.severalsources.net, www.lifecall.org and 

www.helpthepoor.org 

2018-2019 Faith Formation Registration 
K-8th Grade Traditional CCD,  
9th & 10th Grade Confirmation  

& Generations of Faith 
Registration for all religious education classes are now 
open.  Forms and program details are available on the 
parish website and in the parish office.  Class sizes are 
limited and are on a first come first serve basis. 
If you have any questions, please contact Jim Clancy 
at 973-627-0310 ext 17 
or at stcecilia.faithformation@gmail.com. 

The Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for bereaved 

parents, siblings, and grandparents will be meeting on Thurs-

day, June 14, 2018 at St. Christopherôs Church, 1050 Littleton 

Road (Rt. 202), Parisppany, at 7:30 pm in room 101.  Pro-

gram:  ñIf I Only Hadò; dealing with regret  

ñQuo VadisðWhere are you going?ò 

Vocations Discernment for young men 15-25.  ñQuo 

VadisðWhere are you going?ò  Where is the Spirit acting 

in your life?  Where is the Lord encouraging you to go?  

Quo Vadis Days in a time of recreation, fellowship, and 

prayer to help you explore the Lordôs call in your life.  Ac-

tivities will include prayer, Mass, Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament, Liturgy of the Hours, Rosary, games, sports, 

talks, great food, and discussions.  It is a time to share our 

faith and meet other young men seeking Godôs will.  Quo 

Vadis Days will be held June 27-29, 2018 at the Saint 

Maryôs Abbey Retreat Center in Morristown, New Jersey.  

There is no cost.  For more information and/or registration, 

contact the coordinators Fr. Edgar Rivera and David Mon-

teleone in the Vocations Office at 973-777-8818, ext #711, 

by email: 

revedgar@patersondiocese.org 

Collection for the Church in Latin America: Thank you 

for your generous support last week of the Collection for 

the Church in Latin America.  As a parish, we collected 

$2,261.00, which will be used to share the faith with our 

brothers and sisters in Latin America and the Caribbean so 

that they in turn can share it with others.  If you missed the 

collection, itôs not too late to give!  Just visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections and click ñHow to 

Giveò on the left.  Your gift will certainly make a differ-

ence! 

FAREWELL RECEPTION ï A breakfast reception 

will take place on Sunday, June 24th following the 

10:45 a.m. Mass in Hayes Hall for Father Pawel. The 

reception is open to all parishioners as we wish Fa-

ther Pawel well in the taking up of his new duties as 

administrator of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in 

Rockaway. This will be Fatherôs last weekend in our 

parish. 

PARISH PICNIC RAIN DATEðSunday, June 24th is the 

rain date for this yearôs parish picnic.  Please save the date 

and plan to attend this great opportunity to build up our par-

ish spirit and renew friendships. 

http://www.helpthepoor.org
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Monday, June 11 
11:00 amñSeniors Board Meeting (Hayes Hall) 
7:00 pmñHoly Hour (Church 
7:30 pmñMonday Night Bible Study (Hayes Hall) 
Tuesday, June 12 
7:45 pmñCharismatic Prayer Group (Hayes Hall) 
Wednesday, June 13 
Thursday, June 14 
Friday,  June 15 
12:30 pmñDMA Kindergarten practice (Hayes Hall)  
Saturday, June 16 
8:30 amñSt. Monica Guild Meeting (HH)  
Sunday,   June 17 
Happy Fatherõs Day 
St. Monica Guild Bake Sale after all the Masses (HH) 
 

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS  
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Divine Mercy Academy is now accepting applications for the 
2018-2019 school year. 

87 Halsey Ave. 
973-627-6003 

 We offer a safe, secure & compassionate environment with 
a high level of individualized attention; certified teachers; 

weekly liturgies & daily Religion class; academic curriculum 
with all core subjects; STEM; physical education; music, art, 
Spanish & library, with technology integrated throughout the 
curriculum.  Before-care/after-care/extracurricular activities 

available.   
Full day & Half Day Pre-K3 & Pre-K4 programs starting at 

$2420/year.  
Full Day Kindergarten through 8th grade tuition rates as fol-

lows:  
1 child: $5030         2 children: $8200    3 children: $9960 per 

year.   
Come see the difference an academically excellent Catholic 

education makes! 

RCIA:  

Have you been worshiping with us or in another Catholic 

Parish, 

but have never officially taken steps to become Catholic? 

Is another family member Catholic, but not you, 

and you wonder what is the Faith they are practicing? 

Were you baptized in the Catholic Church, 

but have not been attending Catholic Mass for some time? 

Are you seeking a deeper personal relationship with Jesus, 

but have not been Baptized, or have not received First Com-

munion, 

or have not been Confirmed in the Catholic Church? 

Are you dating or engaged to a Catholic person, 

and concerned what the effect of marrying a Catholic would 

be? 

Are you married to a Catholic and attend Mass, 

but just donôt know what the next step is in becoming a 

Catholic? 

Are you or your spouse a Catholic, 

but do not have a Catholic wedding? 

If any of the above questions apply to you, 

contact Deacon Paul Willson at 973-551-0749, 

Or leave contact information with Parish Office, 

Or send an email to paul.d.willson@gmail.com. 

 

Divine Mercy Academy 8th grader Emma Duphiney 
won 1st place in Morris Catholic High School's 8th 
grade essay contest. Danielle Berlin took 2nd place in 
the 8th grade category, and Chloe Reiris won 2nd 
place in the 7th grade essay contest!   

Divine Mercy Academy 6th grader Brian Medina was 
selected as the 2018 Picatinny Junior Youth of the 
Year--congratulations Brian!!  
 

VISIT ROME AND THE AMALFI COAST IN 2019:  
Father Zig is leading a trip to Rome and the Amalfi Coast of 

Italy September 5-14, 2019.  A presentation for all those in-

terested in this trip will be held on Tuesday evening, Sepem-

ber 18th in Hayes Hall beginning at 7:00 pm.  A representa-

tive from Collette Tours will make the presentation and an-

swer all questions related to this wonderful trip.  Brochures 

for the trip are now available from the parish office or the 

church vestibule. 

mailto:paul.d.willson@gmail.com
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St. Anthony, called òSt. Anthony of Paduaó on account of his long residence in that city, was a native of Lisbon in Portugal, 
where he was born in 1195, receiving the name of Ferdinand at his Baptism.  At an early age his parents placed him in the com-
munity of the Canons of the Cathedral of Lisbon, by whom he was educated.  At fifteen he entered the Order of Regular Canons 
of St. Augustine near Lisbon.  After two years he was sent to the convent of the Holy Cross of the same Order at Coimbra. 

He had lived in this house eight years, intent on his studies, when the relics of five Franciscan martyrs were brought from Mo-
rocco to Portugal.  This event inspired him to follow in the footsteps of these heroes of the Faith.  When this became known his 
brethren offered extreme opposition, but he finally obtained the consent of the prior and passed over to the Franciscan Order. 

After some time he obtained leave to go to Africa to preach to the Moors, but a severe illness obliged him to return to Spain.  
However, the vessel was driven to Sicily by contrary winds, and the desire to see St. Francis took him to Assisi, where a general 
chapter of the Order was in progress.  At first he was entirely ignored in the Order, and he purposely kept himself in obscurity ; 
but Providence soon revealed to the Franciscans what a treasure they had acquired, and St. Anthony was made professor of theol-
ogy, which subject he later taught successively at Bologna, Toulouse, Montpellier, and Padua. 

He gave up teaching to devote himself to preaching, for he was an accomplished orator, being at the same time filled with zeal for 
souls.  In this work he traveled through France, Spain, and Italy.  He was invested with several important dignities in his Order 
and labored hard to preserve monastic discipline, boldly opposing the famous General Elias, who sought to introduce relaxations.  
He died June 13, 1231, and was canonized the following year by Pope Gregory IX. 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints, Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999 New Jersey 
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ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
June 13ñPatron of the Poor 

My dear parishioners, 

 

Today we commemorate the 10th Sunday in Ordinary Time as we gather to celebrate the Lordôs Day. In the Gospel reading 

we find references to ñhome,ò ñfamilyò and a ñdivided house.ò The Lord Jesus in this periscope is with His Apostles exercis-

ing His ministry of reconciliation and healing. In doing so the forces of darkness are being defeated by the love which the 

Savior demonstrates in His words and deeds. Even family members are perplexed by this activity which is bringing about 

extraordinary changes 

Last Sunday the announcement was made regarding the changes coming to our house, which is our parish, as a result of the 

clergy transfers which will become effective on June 29th. We will be saying ñgoodbyeò to Father Pawel but heôs not going 

far. He has been assigned as the administrator of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church on East Main Street replacing me as pastor of 

Sacred Heart Parish. Replacing Father Pawel here as parochial vicar is the newly ordained priest, Father Matt. I very much 

concur with the Bishopôs decision to appoint a resident pastor (administrator for now) to Sacred Heart after nearly 20 years 

without. This move is a wonderful sign of the Bishopôs confidence in the people of Sacred Heart Church that they will sup-

port their pastor. The appointment of a resident administrator/pastor will in no way dissolve the close cooperation and life 

shared between our parish and Sacred Heart. Father Pawel and I will be working closely together to maintain this collabora-

tion and will promote even more opportunities for both our parishes to witness to the Gospel here in Rockaway. I know that 

both parishes will be helping one another to grow in faith and ministry. Therefore, our ñdivided housesò will continue to be a 

family of mutual concern and collaboration serving both of our parishioners. 

One of the many things we share with Sacred Heart Parish is Divine Mercy Academy. This school was brought to life with 

the joining together of Sacred Heart of Jesus School and Saint Cecilia School. Last Friday the second graduation exercises 

were held in which 16 students graduated from 8th Grade. The cooperation and commitment of both Sacred Heart of Jesus 

and Saint Cecilia parishioners makes it possible for us to provide a Catholic school in Rockaway. Our support of Divine 

Mercy Academy is proof of our commitment to Catholic education for our young people. Our sacrifices produce young peo-

ple who are formed by the Gospel on a daily basis and shaped by Christian values. What a great work our two houses (Sacred 

Heart and Saint Cecilia) are doing together as one family. 

May the Lord continue to bless us as we serve Him in Rockaway! 

Father Zig 

 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313       internet: www.st-cecilia.org                                    FAX: 973-627-4811        
To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 

 
School: 973-627-6003                       CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

Saint Cecilia Parish  
90 Church Street  
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866  


