
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. To register for the 
class, please call 973-627-0313 . Both parents are encour-
aged to attend the class before the birth of the baby.  The 
Sacrament of Baptism is administered weekly at the 12:15 
pm Mass and a Baptismal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.  Families 
are required to be active, contributing parishioners of St. 
Cecilia’s Parish for 2 months prior to the child’s baptism 
date. 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office. 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313 Website:  www.st-cecilia.org Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
          
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 7:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am, & 7:30 pm  

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
  
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Cerilo Javinez 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Mateusz Darlak 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 
Deacon Paul Willson 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY: Will resume after Labor Day 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP: Will resume after Labor Day  
HOLY HOUR : Will resume after Labor Day 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  RCIA : Will resume after Labor 
Day 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 
 
 

Parish Summer Office Hours:  

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30—4:30 

(Lunch 12:00—1:00) 

Friday:  8:30 to 11:00— until Labor Day 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

“Parish Pay”. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford, 
LCpl. Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US 
Navy, Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kel-

ley E. Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. 
Martinez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. 
Kong V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eres-
man, Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob 
Autrey, Col. William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Co-
lon, PFC Marylyn Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thomp-
son, Major Kevin M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Lt. Col. John L. 
Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. 
Spencer Lopez, PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 
Joseph Grimsey, Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo 
Bruzzese, Spc. Christopher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, 
PO1 (E6) Matthew Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew 
& Daniel Rosica,  Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, 
Sgt. John Wisnofsky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  
Capt. Vincent Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , 
Spc. Gregory Villaneuva and Cpl Casey W. Lyness .  We ask 
God the Father of us all, through the intercession of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our 
Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing 
peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back 
safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris 

Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane Gorcica, Sam Sessa,  
Hank Brown,  Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen 
Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  Joanna Sacco,  David 
Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  
Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., 
Elvira Bugaoan, Pat Heady, Owen Peter Byrne,  

Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek 
Bascharow, Isabel Rattay,  Donna Cooke, Tom Hull,  Kathleen 
Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Mi-
chael Miraldi, Cheryl Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann 
Hughes,  Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   
Madison Rose Leslie,  Demetrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi,  Frances 
Finn, Dorothy Murray, Virginia Cousins., Madlyn Long. Stepha-
nie Lewis, Florence Clements, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa, Paul 
Minetti, Marguerite Buggy, Mike Murray, Carmen Liuzza, Jr., 
Helene Turner, Michael Turner, Ruben Lorenzo, Michael Alva-
rez., Mina Simmons-Jones, Victoria Santana, Joe Maulbeck, Mary 
Merz, Dolores Faulkner, Marion & Philipp Cables, Patricia Smith 
Schulman, Vincent Fortunato, Joyce Turner. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Here are the readings for next Sunday 

119:Prv 9:1-6  Ps 34:2-7 

Eph 5:15-20  Jn 6:51-58 
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Monday, August 13, Saint Pontian, Pope and Hippolytus, 
Priest, Martyrs 
6:30 amñSpecial Intention 
8:00 amñBernard & Joan McDonnell req. by the McDonnell   
   Family 
Tuesday, August 14, Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Mar-
tyr 
6:30 amñSpecial Intention for the sick 
8:00 amñNicole Glazewski req. by her mother Barbara Quinby 
7:30 pmñVigil Mass 
Wednesday, August 15, The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

Holy Day of Obligation 

6:30 amñSt. Cecilia Parishioners 
8:00 am— St. Cecilia Parishioners 

7:30 pm—St. Cecilia Parishioners 
Thursday, August 16, Saint Stephen of Hungary 
6:30 amñSpecial Intention for World Peace 
 8:00 amñKevin Doughty req. by the McDonnell Family 
Friday, August 17, Weekday 
6:30 amñSpecial Intention for our Holy Father the Pope 
8:00 amñBishop Thaddeus Peplowski req. by Fr. Zig 
Saturday,  August 18, Weekday 
8:00 amñMaria Woodruff  
Sunday, August 19, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 pm— Elinor Gormley req. by Bill & Gloria Stahl 

   Mary Therese Fitzpatrick req. by Beth Amicucci 

7:00 pm—  Denis Klus req. by DMA 6th grade class 

    Frank Ristagno req. by John Mangione 

8:00 am—  Arlene Hennessy req. by Stephen Klos 

    Robert & Reno Benjamin req. by Bob & Tom Benjamin 
9:15 amñ Gary Yacavino req. by Connie & Paul Pojanowski 
    Frances Zadzilko req. by Marty & LeeAnn Mackin      
10:45 amñRuth L. Petsko Jakimer req. by Pam & Mike Masucci 
    Veronica Mabec req. by Pat & Rose Marie Hester 

12:15 pmñDawn Cormier req. by the 12:15 Mass Ushers 

   The Sanctuary Lamp is burning for 

Jane & Mary Goritski 

Req. by Angela Goritski & 

Susan Brennan 

BAPTISM CLASS – A meeting of all those wishing information 

and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday evening, Au-

gust 20th in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 7 o’clock in the eve-

ning. Father  will be present to conduct the information session 

and answer questions regarding the celebration of the sacrament. 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending  8/05/18 
Collection—Checks               $      3,209.00 

Collection– Cash                                            $    10,020.70 

ParishPay Electronic Giving              $      2,622.39   

Total Weekly Collection                   $15,852.09 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  814,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    14,705.88 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $      1,146.20 

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $    (4,456.18) 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

580-St. Cecilia 

Please be advised that all the òSenior Eventsó are 
open to everyone 55 and over from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 
Tuesday, August 14thñSands Casino 
Price: $25ñSlot Playñ$20ñFoodñ$5 

Tuesday, August 21stñRegular Meeting 
11 am set up; 12-1 social hour, coffee & cake 

1-2pm meeting, bingo & cards afterward 
Sunday, Sep. 16 thru Friday, Sept. 21 

Wildwood Crest 
Stay at the popular and historical Caribbean  

Motel for 5 nights & 6 days.   
Includes hot breakfast every day, dinners 

plus a pizza party and a BBQ, wine &  
cheese parties, a gala 

evening of dinner, show and dancing at  
Convention Hall, Lewes Ferry  

to Delaware for shopping ,  
a day at Resorts Casino with bonus, 

whale watch, Cape May, a show at the  
Performing Arts Center and more. 

For more info call:  Lorraine @ 973-366-6871 
Donõt forget about the St. Cecilia Seniors 
Adventure of The Seas on May 17, 2019 

For more info: Call Alice Koller @ 973-627-8558 
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SAINT PADRE PIO RELICS COMING TO OUR DIO-

CESE ï The relics of Saint Padre Pio will be present at 

Saint Peter the Apostle Church in Parsippany on Thursday, 

September 20th from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm. At 7 o’clock in 

the evening Holy Mass will be celebrated. Please see the 

information located on the bulletin board for more details. 

PAVER PROJECT AT THE PARISH CEMETERY – 

Enclosed with today’s bulletin is a form for those who would 

like to participate in the cemetery paver project which is un-

derway and scheduled for completion prior to Labor Day. 

Pavers inscribed with the names of loved ones will be in-

stalled in a walkway which will begin at the stairs and leads 

to the Crucifix shrine. Please see the form for additional in-

formation. This is a project of the cemetery beautification 

committee. 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION – August 15th is the So-

lemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into 

Heaven. A Vigil Mass will be celebrated in our church 

on Tuesday evening, August 14th at 7:30. On Wednesday, 

August 15th Holy Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 a.m., 8:00 

a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

 

Holy Mass at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church will be cele-

brated on Tuesday, August 14th at 7:00 p.m. and Wednes-

day, August 15th at 12 Noon and 7:00 pm. 

POLISH MASS:  

Polska Masza bňdzie wznowiona w drugŃ niedzielň 

miesiŃca wrzeŜnia, tj. 9 wrzeŜnia, o godzinie 11:30A.M. w 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish w Rockaway. Serdecznie 

zapraszamy rodziny wraz ze znajomymi do uczestnictwa w 

obchodzeniu Dnia PaŒskiego w naszym ojczystym jňzyku. 

 

Polish Mass will resume on September 9th at 11:30A.M. at 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish on 63 East Main Street, Rock-

away. Please join us with your families and friends to cele-

brate the Lords Day in the Polish language. 

Blood Pressure Screenings 

There will be no blood pressure screenings for Au-

gust.  We will resume to our regular schedule which is 

the first full weekend of every month beginning Sep-

tember 1st & 2nd. 

Are you going to Rutgers in New Brunswick?  
The Catholic Center at Rutgers, located at 84 Somerset Street 
on the College Avenue Campus, is looking forward to wel-
coming you to the New Brunswick/Piscataway campuses. 

Please note the following information: 
Mass ScheduleñSunday Masses 

12:00 pm     Busch Student Center, Rm. 120ABC 
    6:00 pm       St. Peterõs Church, 94 Somerset St.                                                                                                                                 

(Next to Barnes & Noble) 
                Daily Mass (Monday - Friday) 
       7:30 am @  St. Peterõs Church & 12:15 pm    The Catho-
lic Center Chapel (Located inside the Catholic Center. No 
Mass on Friday) Opening Activities: Monday, Sept. 3: 
Luau, 6 pm at The Catholic Center Wednesday, Sept. 5: 
Spirit Night, 8 pm, St. Peterõs Parish Hall Friday, Sept. 7: 
Grill & Chill, 5 pm on Livingston Campus/Tillet Field  

Check us out at the College Ave. Involvement Fair  
on Sept. 3! www.rutgerscatholic.org 

SEMINARIAN ANGEL – Seminarian Angel Torres, who is 

with us each weekend, will be “shuffling off to Buffalo” in a 

few days to begin his seminary studies at Christ the King 

Seminary in Buffalo, New York. We wish Angel well and we 

look forward to seeing him when he returns to our parish for 

Thanksgiving break. 
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ATTENTION MEN – A new men’s group called FA-

THERS OF ST. JOSEPH will be meeting every other Sat-

urday morning at 5:30 a.m. in the St. Cecilia Office Build-

ing. The sole aim and purpose of the group is to labor for 

the restoration, revitalization and redemption of human 

fatherhood, in order that it may become what it has been 

created to be: an efficacious icon that directs the human 

family to its Father. The Fathers of St. Joseph gatherings 

are not so much meetings as they are mini retreats, whose 

aim is to communicate the spirituality of fatherhood in a 

manner that encourages and inspires fathers to embrace, 

engage and – by the power of the Holy Spirit – sanctify 

their vocation.  Our next meeting is August 25th. 

2018-2019 Faith Formation Registration 
K-8th Grade Traditional CCD,  
9th & 10th Grade Confirmation  

& Generations of Faith 
Registration for all religious education classes are now 
open.  Forms and program details are available on the par-
ish website and in the parish office.  Class sizes are limited 
and are on a first come first serve basis. 
If you have any questions, please contact Jim Clancy at 973
-627-0310 ext 17 
or at stcecilia.faithformation@gmail.com. 

MISSIONARY COOPERATIVE APPEAL – Each year 

in the Diocese of Paterson a representative from one of the 

various religious orders comes to our parish to speak on the 

Sunday that a special collection is taken for this purpose. 

The second collection will be taken on the weekend of Au-

gust 11-12 however the missionary will not visit our parish 

until Labor Day weekend, September 1-2 due to scheduling 

conflict. You may deposit your missionary cooperative fund 

envelope on August 11-12 or September 1-2. Please be gen-

erous in your offering which assists in bringing the Gospel 

across the world. 

Contemplative Prayer Retreat, Sept 24-27 (mid-week) 

Marianist Family Retreat Center 

ww.capemaymarianists.org 

Cape May Point, NJ 08212 

609-884-3829 

This retreat is intended for those interested in a contempla-

tive prayer experience.  First-timers as well as those who 

are familiar and experienced with this type of retreat are all 

welcomed.  Our time will be filled with prayer experiences, 

quiet personal time, special liturgies and daily Eucharist.  

Cost: $150/pp (includes: meals, room and program) 

Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Paterson and the 

Archdiocese of Newark  

“providing help-creating hope”! 

Supportive Services for Veteran Families in Bergen, Essex, 

Hudson, Morris, Sussex & Union County Veterans. 

Are you a Homeless Veteran? 

Going to Lose your Housing? 

We can help! 

Call our confidential helpline 24 hours a day @ 

855-767-8387 
We can help with: Rental Assistance—moving costs—

Utility payments—Childcare Expenses-Security Deposits-

Transportation Costs-Supportive Services! 

 

Stress in Your Marriage! 

Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? Are you 

frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? Are you constantly 

fighting? Or, do you simply shut down? Have you thought 

about separation or divorce? Does talking about it only make it 

worse? Retrouvalle is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal and Re-

new their Marriages. The program consists of a weekend ex-

perience for married couples (no group discussions) with six 

follow-up sessions.  Upcoming Weekend: August 24-26, 2018. 

More information calling the Family Life Office at 732-243-

4573.  To register: call Rich & Annette Colaruonno @ 732-236

-0671 or email: 3024@retrouvalle.org  

SILVER AND GOLD WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS  

Couples, were you married in 1968 or 1993? The Diocese of 

Paterson invites you to celebrate your 25th or 50th wedding 

anniversary during a special Mass to be offered at the Cathe-

dral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson, NJ. Bishop Serratelli 

will serve as main celebrant on this joyful occasion to be held: 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 3:30pm.  Arrangements can be 

made by contacting the parish office. The deadline to register 

is  Monday, October 15, 2018 . You will receive additional infor-

mation from the Office of Family Life once your registration has 

been processed. Congratulations on this joyous occasion! 

CELEBRATION OF FILIPINO SAINTS 

The Diocesan Commission for Catholic Filipino Ministries 

(DCCFM) is inviting you to the annual celebration honoring 

our two Filipino Saints: San Lorenzo Ruiz and San Pedro 

Calungsod, on September 23, 2018 (Sunday). 

The highlight of the celebration will be a concelebrated mass 

presided over by Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli at 3:30 in the after-

noon at the Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist, 381 Grand 

Street, Paterson, NJ 07505. 

A “Merienda cena”, a Filipino light snack reception and fel-

lowship at the Bishop Rodimer Center immediately follows the 

mass.  Free parking is available at the multi-level County Ga-

rage across the Bishop Rodimer Center. 

Please email Elmer Maximo at dccfmevents@gmail.com, for 

more information.  Thank you. 
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Monday, August 13 
Tuesday, August 14 
7:45 pmñCharismatic Prayer Group (Hayes Hall) 
Wednesday, August 15 
Holy Day of Obligation 
9:00 amñSoup Kitchen (Hayes Hall) 
Thursday, August 16 
Friday,  August 17 
Saturday, August 18 
Sunday,  August 19 
 
 

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS  
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RCIA: 

Have you been worshiping with us or in another Catholic 

Parish, 

but have never officially taken steps to become Catholic? 

Is another family member Catholic, but not you, 

and you wonder what is the Faith they are practicing? 

Were you baptized in the Catholic Church, 

but have not been attending Catholic Mass for some time? 

Are you seeking a deeper personal relationship with Jesus, 

but have not been Baptized, or have not received First Com-

munion, 

or have not been Confirmed in the Catholic Church? 

Are you dating or engaged to a Catholic person, 

and concerned what the effect of marrying a Catholic would 

be? 

Are you married to a Catholic and attend Mass, 

but just don’t know what the next step is in becoming a 

Catholic? 

Are you or your spouse a Catholic, 

but do not have a Catholic wedding? 

If any of the above questions apply to you, 

contact Deacon Paul Willson at 973-551-0749, 

Or leave contact information with Parish Office, 

Or send an email to paul.d.willson@gmail.com. 

VISIT ROME AND THE AMALFI COAST IN 2019:  
Father Zig is leading a trip to Rome and the Amalfi Coast 

of Italy September 5-14, 2019.  A presentation for all those 

interested in this trip will be held on Tuesday evening, Se-

pember 18th in Hayes Hall beginning at 7:00 pm.  A repre-

sentative from Collette Tours will make the presentation 

and answer all questions related to this wonderful trip.  

Brochures for the trip are now available from the parish 

office or the church vestibule. 

Please visit the kiosk in the vestibule of the church to pur-

chase this CD and others that are available for $4.00.   

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY 

Pre-K through 8th Grade 

Come see the difference an academically excellent Catholic 

education makes! We offer a safe, secure & compassionate 

environment with a high level of individualized attention; certi-

fied teachers; weekly liturgies & daily Religion class; academic 

curriculum with all core subjects; strong enrollment in all 

grades; STEM; physical education; music, art, Spanish & li-

brary, with technology integrated throughout the curriculum. 

Before-care/aftercare/extracurricular activities available. 

Full day & Half Day Pre-K3 & Pre-K4 programs starting at 

$2420/ year. Kindergarten through 8th grade tuition rates as 

follows:1 child: $5030 -2 children: $8200- 3 children: $9960 

per year.  Schedule a personal tour this summer, and see all that 

DMA has to offer! Currently accepting applications.  

87 Halsey Ave., Rockaway, NJ 

www.dmarockaway.org         

973-627-6003 

DONATION OF SECURITIES – I take this opportunity to 

express my thanks to a parishioner who wishes to remain 

anonymous for his recent donation ($3,000) of stocks to our 

parish. I pray that the Lord will richly bless him for the gener-

osity he has shown to Christ’s Church. This is a great opportu-

nity for me as your pastor to remind you that our parish is able 

to accept gifts of stocks and bonds which may provide you 

added tax benefits while supporting the work of the Church. If 

you are in a position to make such a donation please contact 

the parish office which will be able to provide you the neces-

sary instructions to complete a donation of securities to our 

parish. May Christ the Savior grant great blessings to those 

who are mindful of the needs of the Church! – Father Zig 

mailto:paul.d.willson@gmail.com
http://www.dmarockaway.org
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Many Scripture scholars identify (reasonably but not conclusively) St. Bartholomew with Nathaniel who was conducted to Christ 
by St. Philip.  The name of Bartholomew signified son of Tolmai, and it was given to the Saint in the same sense that òBar Jonahó 
was attached to St. Peter.  He was chosen by our Lord Himself to be one of the Twelve Apostles. 

According to Eusebius and other ancient writers, he preached the Gospel in the most barbarous countries of the East, penetrating 
as far as India.  Eusebius relates that when St. Pantaenus, in the 3rd century, went to India, he still found the knowledge of Christ 
in that country, and a copy of the Gospel of St. Matthew in Hebrew was shown to him, which he was told had been brought there 
by St. Bartholomew. 

St. John Chrysostom declares that St. Bartholomew brought the Faith to the people of Lycaonia.  According to St. Gregory of 
Tours, the last field of his labors was Great Armenia, where preaching in a place obstinately addicted to the worship of idols, he 
suffered martyrdom.  By some it is said that he was flayed alive; by others that he suffered crucifixionñboth these opinions being 
reconcilable.  The relics of the Saint are preserved in the church of St. Bartholomew on the island in the Tiber River near Rome. 

 

PRAYER  Lord, strengthen in us that Faith by which Your Apostle St. Bartholomew adhered to Your Son with sincerity of mind.  Through his 
intercession, grant that Your Church may become a sacrament of salvation for all nations.  Amen. 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints, Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999 New Jersey 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW, Apostle 
August 24—Patron of Plasterers 

My Dear Parishioners, 

Today is the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time as we gather to celebrate the Lord’s Day. We continue in our reading from the 6th 

chapter of the Gospel of John known as “the Bread of Life Discourse.”  In this Sunday’s periscope we hear the Lord Jesus say, 

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is 

my flesh for the life of the world.ò  Since the time of the Apostles until today the Church has not doubted the real presence of 

the Lord Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist. However, this faith was challenged during the Reformation and continues to be 

rejected by some today. 

The foundation of the Church’s Eucharistic theology is found in John’s Gospel, chapter 6. These very words of Jesus speak 

very powerfully about the sacrament of His Body and Blood which He has given for the life of the world. Through the Eucha-

rist we become one with Christ and one with His Church, the community of believers. As we hear in today’s Gospel, the 

Eucharist is the antidote to death, the guarantee that our life with Christ will never come to an end. By being communicants 

we are united with Christ who freely handed Himself over to suffering and death on the Cross so that in the power of His Holy 

Resurrection we might share eternal life. 

This Sacred Gift which we receive every Sunday calls us to reverence and praise God as we journey through life to our eternal 

home in paradise.  At the Divine Liturgy, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, we are invited into the God’s Presence to “taste and 

see the goodness of the Lord.” 

As we come forward to receive this most Sacred Gift we must always remind ourselves that we are in the presence of God and 

that this requires that we conduct ourselves in a spirit of reverence and devotion. Our tradition is that we genuflect (or bow, 

for those who can’t) before and after leaving our seat to acknowledge that the Lord Jesus is present in the Most Blessed Sacra-

ment reserved in the tabernacle. Sliding into and out of the seat may be good for the theatre but definitely not proper for be-

lievers in a Catholic Church. Parents need to instruct their children in the faith by word and example. 

Eucharistic piety is the subject well worth our reflection during these Sundays when we are reading from John’s Gospel, chap-

ter 6.  Jesus’ words are plain and clear. He invites us into communion with Him which requires our faith in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament. This faith shows itself in the words we use and the gestures we perform. 

We celebrate a Holy Day of Obligation this week, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Into Heaven. Holy Mass is 

binding for Catholics as we commemorate the day on which the Mother of God “fell asleep” and was taken into heaven ac-

cording to the Tradition of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches. 

God bless you!   Fr. Zig 



Parish Office: 973-627-0313       internet: www.st-cecilia.org                                    FAX: 973-627-4811        
To Contact:  Fr. Zig, Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 

 
School: 973-627-6003                       CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

Saint Cecilia Parish  
90 Church Street  
Rockaway, New Jersey 07866  


