
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
A Pre-Baptismal Class is held the third Monday of each  
month at 7:00 pm in the parish office. No pre-registration 
required. Both parents are encouraged to attend the class 
before the birth of the baby.  The Sacrament of Baptism is 
administered weekly at the 12:15 pm Mass and a Baptis-
mal Ceremony at 1:30 pm.   
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  
Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313. 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313   Website:  st-cecilia.org   — Office: stcec@optonline.net Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Cerilo: Ext 14 or javinece@shu.edu—Fr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com        
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 4:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays 3:30 pm to 4:00 pm  
and 6:30 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
 
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Cerilo Javinez 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Mateusz Darlak 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

Deacon Paul Willson 

 
Seminarian Angel Torres 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
BIBLE STUDY: Tuesday @ 9:30 am; Monday Night Bible Study 
@ 7:30 pm; Mommy Bible Study @ 9:30 am on Thursdays 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP  
Tuesday evenings at 7:45 pm   (Hayes Hall ) 
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP:  3rd Wed. @ 7:00 pm (PO) 
HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm 
RCIAðRITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATIONð FOR ADULTS: 

Please contact Jim Clancy @ 973-627-0313 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,  
Sgt. Aleksandr Killeen, Joseph Giannetti US 
Navy, Lance Corporal Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kel-

ley E. Robbins, Pvt USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. 
Martinez, Sgt. Brian Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. 
Kong V. Nguyen, Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eres-
man, Sgt. Paul J. Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob 
Autrey, Col. William Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Co-
lon, PFC Marylyn Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thomp-
son, Major Kevin M. Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. 
Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. 
Spencer Lopez, PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 
Joseph Grimsey, Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo 
Bruzzese, Spc. Christopher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, 
PO1 (E6) Matthew Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew 
& Daniel Rosica,  Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, 
Sgt. John Wisnofsky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  
Capt. Vincent Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , 
Spc. Gregory Villaneuva and Sgt. Casey W. Lyness .  We ask 
God the Father of us all, through the intercession of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our 
Armed Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing 
peace and justice to our world. May they be brought back 
safely to those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane 

Gorcica, Sam Sessa,  Hank Brown,  Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen 
Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  Joanna Sacco,  David Cicchine, Teresa 
DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe 
Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Owen Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, 
Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, Derek Bascharow, Isabel 
Rattay, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate 
Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Cheryl Anne Bornemann, Sean 
Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Rich-
ard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  Demetrius Barbee, Lucille 
Bardi,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, Virginia Cousins, Madlyn 
Long. Stephanie Lewis, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa,  Marguerite 
Buggy, Mike Murray, Helene Turner, Michael Turner, Ruben 
Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez, Mina Simmons-Jones,  Joe Maulbeck, 
Mary Merz, Dolores Faulkner, Marion Cables, Patricia Smith Schul-
man, Vincent Fortunato,  Joyce Turner, Tom Cummiskey, Dennis 
OõBrien, Steven Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso, Marty Mackin, 
Brian Bosworth, Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, Dave Lewis, 
Christopher Darlak, Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

7: Is 35:1-6a, 10 Ps 146:6-10 

Jas 5:7-10  Mt 11:2-11 
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Monday, December 9, The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
6:30 amñIntention for Anthony & Joseph Debari req. by the Kling   
  Family 
8:00 amñAlice & Walter Lech req. by Dianna & John Sullivan 
Tuesday, December 10, Our Lady of Loretto 
6:30 amñFrances Davino 
8:00 amñDorothy Nielsen req. by the Thursday Morning Mommy 
  Group 
Wednesday, December 11, Saint Damasus I, Pope 

6:30 amñ John & Mary Holleran 
8:00 amð Joseph Grabiec req. by Family 
Thursday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 
6:30 amñMary Reynolds 
8:00 amñIntention for the Kling Family 
Friday, December 13, Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
6:30 amñFr. Jean Claude St. Martin 
8:00 amñIsabel & Alex Blazejewski req. by Dianna & John Sullivan 
Saturday, December 14, Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor 
of the Church 
8:00 amñCarolyn Killeen req. by Carol & Frank Desmond 
Sunday, December 15, Third Sunday of Advent 

4:30 pmð   Anne Iurato req. by Blance & Patrice 

     Dorothy Daniels req. by Marie Wahlstrom 

7:00 pmð   Alfonse Barone req. by Tom & Elaine Potkalesky 

8:00 amð   Helen Dilzer req. by Pat & Tom Degnan 

    Anna Stokes req. by the McDonnell Family 

9:15 amð   John D. Cusack req. by Family 

    Gladys Slusser req. by Barry & Sharon Goldstein 

10:45 amð John Toohey, Jr. & Elena Parillo Bridi req. by Carol Parillo 

    Louis Serafin req. by Joanne & Ed Malone 

12:15: pmï Robert Privitera req. by his wife, Anne 

    Helen Marie Squier req. by Robert & Agnes Maye 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : November 24, 2019 
CollectionðChecks              $        3,908.00 

Collectionï Cash                                           $        7,053.50 

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $        3,189.77  

Total Weekly Collection              $       14,151.27 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $   839,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $     15,196.08 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $         (750.69)  

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $    (24,590.80) 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : December 1, 2019 
CollectionðChecks              $        2,958.00    

Collectionï Cash                                           $        9,132.00 

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $        2,075.03 

Total Weekly Collection              $      14,174.27 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  839,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    15,196.08 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $         (736.93) 

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $    (25,304.72) 



PARISH EVENTS  

ST. CECILIA SENIOR CLUB NEWS AND EVENTS 

580-St. Cecilia 
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BAPTISM CLASS ï A meeting of all those wishing infor-

mation and scheduling for a baptism will meet on Monday 

evening, December 16th in the Saint Cecilia Parish office at 

7 pm. Father will be present to conduct the information ses-

sion and answer questions regarding the celebration of the 

sacrament. 

Hospitality is the 1st Sunday of 

every month (Sept. to June)!  Come and join us for  

coffee after the 9:15 & 10:45 Masses. 

January 5th hosted by: Christian Care Committee 

Please be advised that all the òSenior Eventsó are 
open to everyone 55 and over from 

St. Cecilia & Sacred Heart Parishes! 

Regular Meetings: Dec.  17th  @ 12:00 pm 
Christmas Party—December 11th @ 11:30  

Rockaway Country Club 
 (Members $30ñNon-Members $35) 
12 Night Southern Caribbean Cruise 

Sail Date: 12/07/20 from 
Cape Liberty on RCCL Anthem of the Sea 

For more info call: 
Alice Koller @ 973-627-8558 

SCAM E-MAILS ï Please be aware that scam e-mails, 

texts & phone calls are being sent bearing my name. 

Please do not respond to these communications which do 

not come from me. I would never request money, gift 

cards, ñfavorsò nor anything via these means. ï Father 

Zig 

2019 Bishopôs Annual Appeal  

ñFor I Was Hungryéò   

 As the year comes fast to an end, and many are plan-

ning on how to make a final year-end charitable contri-

bution that has the most impact, please consider the 

many lives that are helped because of the support given 

to the Bishopôs Annual Appeal.  These are your 

neighbors, your friends, our senior priests and seminari-

ans and urban school students.  All of us can play a part 

in the Bishopôs Annual Appeal ï as either a contributor 

to the cause or as a recipient of its mission ï and all are 

blessed as a result.  Please make the Bishopôs Annual 

Appeal a priority in your year-end philanthropy.  Gifts 

can be made by check, credit cards, through gifts of se-

curities or on-line at www.2019appeal.org.  If you are 

70 ½ or over and have an IRA, you can receive a tax 

benefit by instructing your IRA investment manager to 

donate your required minimum distribution to the 

Bishopôs Annual Appeal.  Please call the Bishopôs An-

nual Appeal office at 973-777-8818, ext. 218 for addi-

tion details and also consult your tax or financial advi-

sor for more information.   

FISH & CHIP DINNER- The Men's Society will hold their 

annual Fish & Chips dinner Saturday night December 14 

from 5-7 PM.  Prices are Adults - $16; Senior - $15 and Chil-

dren - $8: and Chicken fingers - $8.  Eat-in or Take-

Out.  Orders will be taken after all masses starting Nov 23 or 

call Jim Gallagher (973) 366-9699.  See flyer in next weeks 

bulletin for more info.  

Storage Space for Crisis Pregnancy Help Center 

Storage space is urgently required, preferably in Rockaway/

Denville/Dover area.  Space will be used for donated items 

for a crisis pregnancy help center located in New York City.  

Items will be periodically dropped off and stored for collec-

tion and distribution for mothers and families who need these 

items to support their families during a difficult time.  Please 

consider donating your vacant space or storage room for 

boxed and other goods.  Short or long term arrangement wel-

come.  Volunteers also welcome for this project of the Rock-

away Denville Catholic Respect Life Ministry.   Contact: 

Dan Flaherty 908-575-8693   dan.flaherty@comcast.net 

John Byrne 973-664-9460   jaidanbyrne@optonline.net 

47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE ï The Knights of Co-

lumbus Councils 514 and 3359 invite you to join the bus trip 

to the 47th March for Life in Washington, DC on Friday, Janu-

ary 24th. The bus will depart at 6 a.m. from the Gardner Field 

Park and Ride in Denville. Holy Mass will be celebrated at 

5:15 a.m. in Saint Mary Church in Denville prior to departure. 

There is no charge for the bus, but please bring $10 to cover 

the DC METRO cost and a tip for the bus driver. Please con-

tact Deacon Jim Rizos at 973.627.2595 or jri-

zos10@gmail.com to reserve your place. If you are unable to 

join the march, please keep the cause for life in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wonderful program of Christmas music will be presented 

in our church on Friday evening, December 13th at 7 oôclock. 

Please invite your family and friends to enjoy the beautiful 

sounds which will fill our parish church, the house of Ce-

cilia, Patron Saint of music! 

mailto:jrizos10@gmail.com
mailto:jrizos10@gmail.com
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Birthright BassinetðAdvent 2019: The Birthright Bassinet 

will be on Maryôs Altar during Advent until Christmas. 

Please help Godôs needy children as we prepare for our cele-

bration of the Birth of Christ. Items in need: (new only 

please) shampoo, lotion, baby wash, and desitin (diaper rash 

cream) wipes, towels, and washcloths, crib sheets, bibs, dia-

pers size 1-6,   boys & girls socks, winter hats & mittens, 

onesies girls & boys sizes 9 - 24 months, PJs or sleepers boys 

& girls sizes 9 - 24 months, snowsuits or buntings up to size 

2T, and any clothes up to size 2T. Thank you! 

RCIAðRITE OF CHRISTIAN  

INITIATION  FOR ADULTS 
 Are you or someone you know in need of adult 

faith formation and sacrament preparation?  Are you inter-

ested in coming into the church as a fully initiated Catholic 

(Baptism, Eucharist, & Confirmation)?   If you or someone 

you know is searching and feeling called to enter more fully 

into the life of the church, please contact Jim Clancy in the 

parish office to discuss joining our RCIA program @ 

973.627.0313 or  StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com. 

2020 TRIP TO MEDJUGORJE, CROATIA, SLOVENIA 

& ADRIATIC COASTðJoin Father Zig on this trip Sep-

tember 29th to October 12th, 2020 which will begin with a 

visit to the site which is traveled to by thousands of pilgrims 

every year and is associated with the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Information brochures can be found in the church vestibule 

or in the parish office.  Join us on this once in a lifetime visit 

to a most beautiful part of the world! 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE ï The final opportunity to 

go to confession prior to Christmas will be on Wednesday 

evening, December 18th at 7 oôclock. Eight priests will be 

available for the sacrament of penance so that our hearts may 

be ready to receive our Lord in the celebration of His Nativity. 

 

RORATE MASS ï The 6:30 morning Mass during the sea-

son of Advent will be the RORATE MASS in honor of the 

Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary. This Mass dates from 

the Middle Ages in Europe when the faithful gather before 

dawn to celebrate Holy Mass in honor of the Blessed Virgin 

who welcomed the Christ Child into her life and into our 

world. A single candle is lighted before the image of Our 

Lady at the altar dedicated to her during this Mass. 

Support aging religiousðOur second collection is for the 

Retirement Fund for Religious.  Many senior Catholic sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests served for little or no pay.  

Today, religious communities often do not have enough sav-

ings to meet retirement needs.  Your gift helps provide medi-

cations, nursing care, and more for tens of thousands of eld-

erly religious.  It also helps ensure younger members can con-

tinue the good works of their elders.  Please be generous. 

True Love Waits: Parents, do your teens know God's 
plan for love and relationships in their lives? True Love 
Waits teaches middle and high school students how to 
be happier (and safer) in relationships by following 
Christ's plan for them using skits, speakers,multimedia 
presentations, discussions, personal reflection and, of 
course, snacks! Sessions run every Sunday, 6 ï 9:00 
pm, from January 12

th
 to January 26

th
 and there will be 

a commitment ceremony during the 7:00 pm Mass on 
Feb. 1

st
.  Attendance at a parents' meeting covering the 

entire program on December 17th, 7:05 - 8 pm at Di-
vine Mercy Academy is strongly encouraged due to the 
detailed nature of the information teens will re-
ceive. Please call Jenny at 862-219-2028 or Faith at 
973-580-0549 with any questions.  

BRING YOUR BABY JESUS NEXT SUNDAY ï Once 

again we will observe BAMBINELLI SUNDAY, an Italian 

custom of blessing the Baby Jesus for your home Nativity 

scene. You are invited to bring your Baby Jesus statue from 

home for the blessing which will take place at all the Masses 

next weekend. What a wonderful tradition to bring home the 

blessed image of our Savior for your Christmas celebration. 

May the Lord Jesus bless your home with health, happiness 

and peace! 

 

DOOR COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY ï Our parish-

ioner, David Willson, son of Deacon Paul and Diane Will-

son, will be participating in missionary activity in Haiti with 

the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal in January. Should you 

like to support David and the Franciscan Friars in this work 

among the poor your offering next Sunday as you leave the 

church will be greatly appreciated. ï Father Zig 

 

OPLATEK AVAILABLE ï The Christmas wafers used at 

the Christmas Eve Vigil Supper called, ñoplatekò are avail-

able at the altar of Saint Joseph. Your donation may be place 

in the basket next to the oplatek. 

{¢Φ a!wYΩ{ /I¦w/I Lb [hbD ±![[9¸ --- b9² ¸9!wΩ{ 5!¸ 
5K -   JANUARY 1, 2020 11:30 AM -5K Course through Nes-
tling Woods.   USATF Certified Course. Register 
at RUNSIGNUP.COM/RACE/NJ/Long Valley/
StMarksNewYearsDay5K. Bagels and Hot Chocolate will be 
provided at an indoor awards ceremony with drawings for 
prizes. We need Sponsors, Volunteers and Runners/Walkers. 
Come Join Us!!  All are Welcome! Contact Kim 
at  fkdunn@comcast.net for more information 

Christmas Trees ñChoose ónô Cutò 

St. Paulôs Abbey, on Route 206 one mile south of Newton, 

has thousands of Christmas trees ready to choose ónô cut 7 

days a week from November 29th to December 23rd, 9:00 

am to 4:00 pm.  We also have the Abbey Gift Shop with 

may items that make ideal Christmas gifts, including books, 

statues, jewelry and more. 

http://runsignup.com/RACE/NJ/LongValley/StMarksNewYearsDay5K
http://runsignup.com/RACE/NJ/LongValley/StMarksNewYearsDay5K
mailto:fkdunn@comcast.net
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Monday, December 9 
7:00 pmñHoly Hour (Church) 
7:30 pmñBible Study (Hayes Hall) 
Tuesday, December 10 
9:30 amñBible Study (HH) 
7:00 pmñConfirmation Classes (DMA) 
7:00 pmñTrue Love Waits (DMA) 
7:45 pmñCharismatic Prayer Group (HH) 
Wednesday, December 11 
7:00 pmñDMA Christmas Show (Gym) 
Thursday, December 12 
5:00 pmñDMA Dance Recital (Gym) 
7:00 pmñFaith Formation (HH) 
7:00 pmñChoir Practice (Church) 
Friday,  December 13 
7:00 pmñCatacombs (HH & PO) 
7:00 pmñSt. Cecilia Christmas Concert (Church) 
Saturday, December 14 
8:00 amñMenõs Society Meeting (HH) 
8:30 amñFish n Chips Dinner (HH) 
Sunday,  December 15 
9:15 amñChildrenõs Liturgy 
10:30 amñCCD Classes (DMA) 
6:00 pmñVietnamese Community  

DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY NEWS  
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

Christmas Mass Scheduleð2019 

 

Tuesday, December 24th 

8:00 am ï Holy Mass (no 6:30 am Mass) 

4:30 pm ï Christmas Holy Mass in two locations:  

Church & Hayes Hall 

7:00 pm ï Christmas Holy Mass 

9:30 pm ï Christmas Caroling  

10:00 pm ï Christmas Holy Mass 

 

Wednesday, December 25th 

8:00 am ï Christmas Holy Mass 

10:45 am ï Christmas Holy Mass 

12:15 pm ï Christmas Holy Mass 

No 9:15 am Mass 

 

Tuesday, December 31st 

 8:00 amï Holy Mass (no 6:30 am Mass) 

4:30 pm ðVigil Mass 

 

Wednesday, January 1st 

8:00 am, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm - Holy Mass 

 Mary Mother of God  

St. Cecilia is happy to once again participate in the Advent 

Giving Tree partnering with Catholic Charities to help those 

in need! The tree will be in the church starting the First Sun-

day in Advent, November 30th & December 1st. When you 

take a tag from the tree, please return the gift to the church no 

later than Sunday, December 15th. For your convenience, you 

can also drop off your gift at the parish office during the 

week. Please do not leave gifts during the week at the church. 

No need to wrap the gifts but we would appreciate if they are 

placed in gift bags with the tag attached. If you are giving a 

gift card, please consider buying them from our volunteers 

after Mass, in the school office, or parish office. Thank you 

for your generosity!  

Are you going into the hospital?  Do you have a 

family member in the hospital?  We would like to 

visit our parishioners who are homebound, in the 

hospital or other health care facilities.  Because of 

patient confidentiality laws, the only way we can know is if 

someone informs us.  Please call our parish office @ 

973.627.0313.  Thank you! 

Divine Mercy Academyôs ñThe Discount Cardò 

costs $10 each  

Please help support our school while supporting lo-

cal businesses by purchasing Divine Mercy Acad-

emyôs ñThe Discount Cardò.  Cards can be used 

over and over!! 

Cards can be purchased where gift cards are sold.  

Thank you for your support!!! 

SIMBANG GABI - The 1st night of the traditional novena 
of Filipino Masses before Christmas will be celebrated at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish church on Sunday, Decem-
ber 15 at 6:30 in the evening. Fr Cerilo Javinez will be the 
main celebrant. fellowship and Filipino refreshment im-
mediately follows Mass. 
 
This traditional Filipino mass is sponsored by the Dioce-
san Commission for Catholic Ministries (DCCFM) of the 
Diocese of Paterson. For more information or if you wish 
to help, please contact DCCFM Vice President, Elmer 
Maximo at (973)664-1949. Maraming salamat po.  
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The Shrine of Our Lady Guadalupe, near Mexico City, is one of the most celebrated places of pilgrimage in North America.  
On Dec. 9, 1531, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to an Indian convert, Juan Diego, and left with him a picture of herself 
impressed upon his cloak. 

  

Later, the picture was placed in a magnificent shrine which the Roman Pontiffs ennobled by granting it a Chapter of Canons 
for the splendor of Divine Worship.  There it became famous for the concourse of people and the frequency of miracles, 
exciting immeasurably the piety of the Mexican nation toward the Mother of God. 

  

Therefore, the Archbishop of Mexico and the other Bishops of those regions as well as all classes of society regarded her as 
their most powerful Protectress in public and private calamities and elected her principal Patroness of Mexico. 

  

Devotion of Mary under this title has continually increased and today she is the Patroness of the Americas.  Because of the 
close link between the Church in Mexico and the United States this feast was placed on the American Calendar. 

  

PRAYER   God, in Your concern and love for Your people You favored the New World with the appearance of Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, at Guadalupe.  Help the countries of this New World to live with one another in peace, unity, and brotherhood.  Amen  

  

  

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey  

Page 6                                                              December 8, 2019       2nd Sunday in Advent 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

December 12ðPatroness of the Americas 

My dear parishioners, 

Today we observe the Second Sunday of Advent as we gather to celebrate the Lordôs Day. In todayôs Old Testament Scripture 

we hear the Prophet Isaiah speak: ñOn that day, a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall 

blossom.ò These words foreshadow the coming of Jesus, the long awaited Messiah, born of the Blessed Virgin Mary through 

the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. Through her cooperation and that of her spouse Saint Joseph Godôs Word is brought 

safely and lovingly to people of goodwill. 

For all of us in the United States of America we observe the patronal feast of our country on December 8 th, the Solemnity of 

the Immaculate Conception the Blessed Virgin Mary. This year due to December 8th falling on a Sunday, the feast is trans-

ferred to Monday, December 9th. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has decided that this yearôs feast day is 

NOT a holy day of obligation. In any event, I encourage you to attend Mass on this day to pray for our nation and our Church.  

Another important feast day for the Church in America is the Feast of Our Lady of Gaudalupe on December 12 th. This feast 

commemorates the appearance of the Mother of God to a poor and humble native Mexican, Saint Juan Diego in 1531. This 

shrine in Mexico City is the most visited Marian shrine in the world surpassing Fatima and Lourdes in the number of pilgrims 

who visit each year. 

This year our Holy Father Pope Francis has added a new Marian commemoration to the Advent calendar, the Feast of Our 

Lady of Loreto, which will be celebrated annually on December 10th. The feast celebrates the house which is considered to be 

the house in which the Blessed Virgin lived in Nazareth. This house was transported to Loreto Italy sometime during the Mid-

dle Ages. In the Vatican decree instituting this feast it states: This shrine recalls the mystery of the Incarnation leading all 

those who visit it to consider óthe fullness of timeô, when God sent His Son, born of a woman ,as well as to meditate both on 

the words of the Angel announcing the Good News and on the words of the Virgin in response to the Divine call. Overshad-

owed by the Spirit, the humble handmaid of the Lord so became the dwelling-place of divinity, the purest image of the holy 

Church.ò 

As Catholics we know of the Blessed Virgin Maryôs unique role in the economy of salvation. Her feasts during these Advent 

days highlight that fact in a very special way and invite us to join with Blessed Mary in welcoming the Lord who seeks to be 

born in us. 

COME LORD JESUS! 

Father Zig 
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