
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Arrangements for the Sacrament of Baptism can be made 
by calling Fr. Matt at extension 15. 
 

 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  

Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313. 
 
 

EMERGENCY PHONE: 
862-251-3914 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313   Website:  st-cecilia.org   — Office: stcec@optonline.net Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com  -  Fr. Adam: Ext 14 or fradamwasowski@hotmail.com        
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 4:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays @ 6:15 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
 
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Mateusz Darlak 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Adam Wasowski 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

 
Seminarian Angel Torres 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
 

NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
 
HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm (Beginning Sept. 21st) 
 
RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION— FOR ADULTS: 

Please contact Jim Clancy @ 973-627-0313 
 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,  
 Joseph Giannetti US Navy, Lance Corporal 
Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. Robbins, Pvt 

USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Martinez, Sgt. Brian 
Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong V. Nguyen, 
Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, Sgt. Paul J. 
Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. William 
Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Marylyn 
Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin M. 
Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , Spc. Gregory 
Villaneuva and Sgt. Casey W. Lyness .  We ask God the Fa-
ther of us all, through the intercession of St. Michael the 
Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our Armed 
Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing peace 
and justice to our world. May they be brought back safely to 
those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, 

Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane Gor-

cica, Sam Sessa,  Carol Ferrante, Jim 
Golden, Karen Niles, Noel Wadleigh,  

David Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Debbie Malc, 
Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Owen Peter 
Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, 
Derek Bascharow, Jim Rattay, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin 
Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Cheryl 
Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen 
Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  
Demetrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, 
Virginia Cousins, Victoria Santana, Stephanie Lewis, Kimberly 
Dugan, Gale Sessa,  Marguerite Buggy, Mike Murray, Helene 
Turner, Michael Turner, Ruben Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez, Mina 
Simmons-Jones,  Joe Maulbeck, Mary Merz,  Marion Cables, Patricia 
Smith Schulman, Vincent Fortunato,  Joyce Turner, Tom Cum-
miskey, Dennis OõBrien, Steven Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso, 
Marty Mackin, Brian Bosworth, Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, 
Dave Lewis, Christopher Darlak, Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella, 
Jimmy Carroll, Claire Wasacz, Peggy Traino, Emilio Viola, James 
Deegan, Diann Bulfone, Martha Salvesen, Michal Cichon, Robyn 
Duvall, Ramiro Hinojosa, Jimmy Buckley. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

139: Is 5:1-7  Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20 

Phil 4:6-9  Mt 21:33-43 
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Monday, October 5, St. Faustina 
6:30 amñMargaret V. OõBrien 
8:00 amñBruce Yeager 
Tuesday, October 6, Saint Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose 
Durocher, Virgin 
6:30 amñFor the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
8:00 amñFrank Hoffman req. by his Family 
Wednesday, October 7, Our Lady of the Rosary 
6:30 amð Mary Reynolds 

8:00 amñJohanna & Sal Sacco req. by Barbara Quinby 
Thursday, October 8, Weekday 
6:30 amñFrances Davino 
8:00 amñDolores Faulkner req. by Joanne Faulkner & Jim  
   Balestino 
Friday, October 9, Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Mar-
tyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest 
6:30 amñAnthony Peplowski req. by Fr. Zig 
8:00 amñMary Brussell req. by DMA Faculty, Staff & Students 
Saturday, October 10, Weekday 
8:00 amñJohn Joseph Mackin req. by the Menõs Society 
Sunday, October 11, Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 pmñ  Tom Degnan req. by Ag Struble 
     Rich Kennedy req. by the Degnan Family 
7:00 pmñ  Tom Haltigan req. by Trudy Simmons 
     Mary Brussell req. by the McDonnell Family 
8:00 amñ  Camillo & Giovanna Tironi req. by Bob & Tom  
     Benjamin 
9:15 am  -   Charles & Theres Ebersole req. by their daughter, 
     Cindy & Family 
     John Joseph Mackin req. by Family 
10:45 amñ Thomas A. Haltigan req. by the St. Cecilia Life 
      Runners 
      Deborah Ann McCarthy req. by Catherine Haynes 
12:15 pmñ Dolores Faulkner req. by Joanne Faulkner & Jim    
      Balestino      

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : September 27, 2020 
CollectionðChecks & Cash             $      7,915.00                                     

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $      4,830.54 

Total Weekly Collection              $   12,745.54 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  839,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    14,901.96 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $     (2,156.42)      

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $   (28,642.69) 

PET BLESSING NEXT SATURDAY ï The blessing of 

pets will take place next Saturday morning, October  10th at 

Sacred Heart of Jesus churchyard beginning at 11 oôclock. 

This annual blessing takes place in commemoration of the 

Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, patron of animals and the 

environment. 



PARISH EVENTS  

580-St. Cecilia 
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BISHOP TO VISIT OUR PARISH ï Father Zig has in-

vited our new Bishop, His Excellency, the Most Reverend 

Kevin J. Sweeney, Bishop of Paterson, to make a pastoral 

visit to our parish to celebrate our parish patron feast day. 

The Bishop will celebrate the 12:15 pm Mass on Sunday, 

November 22nd, which is the Feast day of Saint Cecilia, Vir-

gin and Martyr. Please mark the date and plan to attend as 

we welcome our new Bishop to Rockaway. 

 

CONFESSIONS BEING HEARDðSaturday evenings at 

6:15 pm in the church as well as the priests of our parish 

are available for the sacrament of penance on an appoint-

ment basis.  Please call the parish office and leave your 

name & phone number and state that you would like an ap-

pointment for confession.  A priest will be available for con-

fession in the church or parking lot upon request. 

 

FLOCKNOTEðIf you havenôt signed up for 

FLOCKNOTE please do so today.  Itôs easy, itôs confiden-

tial and it keep you instantly informed of significant parish 

events.  Notices can be sent as a text to your cell phone or 

email to your computer.  Stay with the flock, stay informed! 

CEMETERY MASSES ï Holy Mass to celebrate the 

Lordôs Day will take place at the parish cemetery (across 

from Parks Lake) on Saturday afternoon @ 4:30 pm and 

Sunday afternoon at 12:15. In the event of inclement 

weather the Mass will be celebrated in the church. Please 

bring a lawn chair and a hat for the sun. (The other Masses 

for the weekend will be celebrated in the church.) 

PARKING AT THE CEMETERYð I thank God that we 

are able to celebrate the liturgy at the parish cemetery and I 

plan to continue this practice until the weather turns cold.  I 

ask for your cooperation in parking at the cemetery.  One of 

the neighbors has reported to me that parishioners are park-

ing on his lawn and has asked that this practice would cease.  

Also it has been reported to me that some are parking too 

close to the edge of the road causing a traffic problem in 

front of the cemetery.  Please obey all parking and traffic 

laws so that we do not get into trouble.  FATHER ZIG 

 

CANDLELIGHT ROSARY SERVICE ï We will cele-

brate the Feast of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary on 

Wednesday, October 7th with an outdoor candlelight Rosary 

service in front of the statue of the Mother of God located in 

the front of our church. The service will begin at 7 p.m. In 

the event of rain the service will take place in the church. 

Join us in prayer and petition to the Mother of Our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

RESTROOM RENOVATIONS COMPLETEï I am happy 

to announce that the restoration work of the restrooms located 

in Hayes Hall is complete.  This work was made possible 

through the generosity of our parishioners, for which I am most 

grateful.  If you have not yet made a donation for this project, I 

appeal to you to do so as soon as possible.  Your check may be 

payable to St. Cecilia ChurchðRenovation FundðFr. Zig 

BEWARE OF SCAMS ï Be on the alert of scams which say 

they are from me. THEY ARE NOT!!! Please call me at the 

office (973.627.0313x12) if you have doubt about a text, email, 

etc, which is supposedly from me asking for money, gift cards, 

etc. PLEASE DO NOT BE FOOLED!!! ï Father Zig 

 

 

CHECK OUT SOCIETIES REPORT ON PARISH WEB-

SITEðPlease go to the St. Cecilia web-site (st-cecilia.org) to 

find a video report regarding our parish societies and their fall 

activities.  There will be a report from the Rosary Society, the 

Menôs Society, and the St. Monica Guild.  Hear what will hap-

pen and not happen in our parish for the remainder of 2020 on 

this video presentation. 

RAFFLE SALE ï The annual New Jersey Right to Life Raffle 

will be taking place in our parish this weekend at Masses in the 

church and at the parish cemetery. The 1st prize is a 2021 

Volvo XC40 AWD SUV with a retail value of $41,045. The 2, 

3 and 4 Prizes are Shop Rite certificates at $1,000, $750 and 

$500. The raffle ticket donation is $10. Checks should be made 

payable to NJ Right to Life. Your support is important and 

most appreciated! 

JOIN BISHOP SWEENEY FOR THE ROSARY ï Our 

Bishop invites you to join with him in a Rosary procession on 

Sunday, October 11th beginning at 3 pm starting at Saint Paul 

Inside the Walls in Madison TO St. Thomas More Church in 

Convent Station. All participants must wear a face mask. The 

event will take place rain or shine. Let join our Bishop to pray 

the Rosary for our Nation. Bring your rosary and bring your 

family! This event is being sponsored by the Order of Malta. 

For additional information contact Christine Myers at  

cmgorski@gmail.com. 

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS COAT DRIVE ï The Menôs So-

ciety will conduct their annual Saint Martin of Tours COAT 

DRIVE to benefit the City Mission located in Morristown. 

New coats and gently-cleaned used costs may be brought to 

Hayes Hall the weekend of October 31-November 1 AND No-

vember 7-8. The feast of Saint Martin of Tours is November 

11. You can read about him by going on line. In his military 

life he had shared his clothing with a beggar who turned out to 

be Christ the Lord. 

mailto:cmgorski@gmail.com
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DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY 
Pre-K through 8th Grade 

See the difference an academically excellent Catholic educa-

tion makes! We offer a safe, secure & compassionate envi-

ronment with a high level of individualized attention; certi-

fied teachers; weekly liturgies & daily Religion class; aca-

demic curriculum with all core subjects; strong enrollment in 

all grades; STEM; physical education; music, art, Spanish & 

library, with technology integrated throughout the curriculum. 

Before-care and aftercare activities available. Here at DMA, 

we are busy preparing our school buildings in accordance 

with CDC and state guidelines so that we will be ready to 

open our buildings and resume on-site, in-person learning this 

fall! We are also enhancing our already excellent remote 

learning programs in the event we need to move to a remote 

or hybrid model at any point next year. 

Full day & Half Day Pre-K3 & Pre-K4 programs starting at 

$2600/ year. Kindergarten through 8th grade in-parish tuition 

rates as follows: 1 child: $5370 - 2 children: $8790  - 3 or 

more children: $10,650 per year.Visit our website for virtual 

tours and registration information. Call 973-627-6003 or 

email  

office@dmarockaway.org if you have any questions about 

our programs. Currently accepting applications. 

 87 Halsey Ave., Rockaway, NJ  www.dmarockaway.org   

973-627-6003       

Also on Facebook & Instagram 

HAVE YOU BEEN TO THE HOLY LAND? ï Father Zig 

has been asked by 206 CATHOLIC TOURS to lead a pil-

grimage to the Holy Land next year, April 12-22, 2021. In-

formation about this trip can be found on the website: 

https://www.pilgrimages.com/frpeplowski/ 

EVENING PROGRAMMING ï PRIESTS FOR LIFE is of-

fering a special lineup of evening programming, 7 nights a 

week at 9 pm ET featuring in-depth teachings and commentary 

by National Director, Father Frank Pevone, and guest appear-

ances by other leaders. A special emphasis on the elections, 

and a lot of interchange with the audience, including special 

supplementary materials for which viewers can sign up, will 

characterize the broadcasts. Father Frank will also delve into 

the scriptures and provide a toolkit of pro-life projects and ac-

tivities. Watch at www.EndAbortion.TV or any of the other 

platforms listed on that page. 

Monday, October 5 
7:00 pmðHoly Hour (Church) 

7:30 pmðMonday Night Bible Study (Hayes Hall) 

Tuesday, October 6  

7:00 pmðConfirmation Class (Church) 

7:00 pmðLight of Christ Prayer Meeting (Hayes Hall) 

Wednesday, October 7 

7:00 pmðCandlelight Rosary Service (Outside in front of 

church) 

Thursday, October 8 

7:00 pmðGenerations of Faith Parents Meeting (Church) 

Friday, October 9 

Divine Mercy Academy & Parish Office Closed due to the 

Holiday Weekend 

Saturday, October 10 

11:00 amðPet Blessing (Sacred Heart Churchyard) 

12:00 pmðRosary Rally (Sacred Heart ChurchðOutdoors) 

 

St. Cecilia’s LIFE RunnersðTHOMAS A 

HALTIGAN 

In memory of the late Tom Haltigan, our be-

loved friend, partner and a tireless worker for 

St. Ceciliaôs LIFE Runners, a Mass for Tom will be offered 

at St. Ceciliaôs Church, Rockaway, N.J., Sunday, October 

11, 2020 at 10:45AM. As you know, Tom passed away 

peacefully at his home on Saturday, July 25, 2020. A long-

standing St. Ceciliaôs parishioner, Tom was a devoted 

champion for the rights of the unborn, and served as Chair-

man of the Pro-Life Ministry for 13 years. He was also a 

guiding light and steady hand, and inspired the activities at 

St. Ceciliaôs LIFE Runners. To recognize his wonderful 

legacy and hard work, our next 5K Pro-Life Run for St. 

Ceciliaôs LIFE Runners will be named The Thomas A 

Haltigan Memorial Pro-Life 5K on a date to be determined. 

This yearôs 5K was postponed because of COVID-19 re-

strictions. We await guidance from local authorities.  

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon him. May he rest in peace. May his soul and the 

souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God 

rest in peace. Amen. 
              FUNDRAISERS 

St. Ceciliaôs LIFE Runners wishes to thanks all those who 

made donations and volunteered for our most recent activi-

ties. These include the 2019 A+Cross America Relay for 

Life launch on the Brooklyn Bridge, and our Morristown 

Pro-Life 5K. The special events grossed $3,600. As a re-

sult, donations of $500 each were made to support the LIFE 

Runners national program, as well as Expectant Mothers 

Care Frontline Pregnancy Centers, NY. The proceeds will 

also help support the work of our pro-life ministry.  

 

St. Cecilia's LIFE Runners is part of the Rockaway Den-

ville Catholic Respect Life Ministry. 

mailto:office@dmarockaway.org
http://www.dmarockaway.org
http://www.EndAbortion.TV
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Faith Formation Registration 2020-2021 
After months of uncertainty, discussions, and planning, we 

are happy to announce the opening of our Faith Formation 

year.  Significant adjustments to our normal programs have 

been made, but we hope that with the participation of every-

one involved and the grace of God we will have a beautiful 

and fruitful year.  We hope that any and all changes made to 

our programs for this year, will be only a short term 

change.  Please see the parish website for all program details 

and forms.  Programs will begin in October and we are ex-

cited to see you then! 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

Jim Clancy at StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com. 

_______________________________________________ 

RCIA 2020-2021 

(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
RCIA is a program for adults that are interested in being 

received into the Catholic Church via Baptism, Holy Com-

munion, or Confirmation.  If you or someone you know has 

for whatever reason never received one of these sacraments, 

and would like to enter into the fullness of the Catholic 

Church, please reach out!  This is a small group that works 

with each candidate to help prepare them for the reception of 

the sacraments and the fullness of participation in the life of 

the church.  The program includes weekly classes on Thurs-

day evenings from October through April.   

 

For more information, please contact Jim Clancy at  

StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com. 

SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS—Couples, 

were you married in 1995? The Diocese of Paterson invites 

you to celebrate your 25th wedding anniversary during a spe-

cial Mass to be offered at the Cathedral of St. John the Bap-

tist in Paterson, NJ. Bishop Sweeney will serve as main cele-

brant on this joyful occasion to be held: Sunday, November 

8th, 2020 at 3:30 pm. Arrangements can be made by contact-

ing the parish office. The deadline to register is Thursday, 

October 1st, 2020. You will receive additional information 

from the Office of Family Life once your registration has 

been processed. Congratulations on this joyous occasion!  

PRIESTS WILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS ï Father Matt, 

Father Adam and I are available to make house calls to our 

parishioners with the sacraments (penance, Eucharist and 

holy anointing). Please call the parish office (973.627.0313) 

and leave your information and we will be happy to visit 

you and pray with you. We will come and observe all the 

protocols that are recommended by the health officials. ï 

Father Zig 

PUBLIC ROSARY AT SACRED HEART ï You are 

invited to join with the faithful in praying the Rosary out-

side of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church on East Main Street 

on Saturday, October 10th beginning at 12 Noon. Join the 

2020 Public Square Rosary Crusade today as we pray for 

our world and one another. 

Gift Cards are available for purchase through the school 

and the parish office.  Please help support this fund-

raiser!  Thank you 

2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal:  

ţ Love thy NeighborŤ 

For your convenience, you can support the Annual Appeal 
by making an online gift. Simply go 
to www.2020appeal.org and follow the instructions. You can 

either make a one- time gift or a pledge with five monthly 
payments made automatically for your convenience, or a 
continuous monthly gift that repeats each month from year 
to year. Please participate in the 2020 Appeal today! 

Let us pray for unborn babies and for the end of abortion! 

When: September 23rd to November 1st, 7AM to 7PM 

Duration:  Volunteers usually pray an hour (or more) a 

week.  

Where: 196 Speedwell Ave, Morristown NJ, in front of 

Planned Parenthood 

Sign up by sending an email to 44lifeus@gmail.com or going 

to the 40 Days for Life website https://40daysforlife.com. ; If 

you have any questions, please call Frances Spilman at 973-

627-1654.   We encourage you to sign up so that we know 

that each hour is covered for a particular day.  Spontaneous 

visitors and stay-at-home prayers are also welcome.  You 

may save a life ï please come and join us for 40 Days for 

Life. Every Child is a Gift from God! 

FUNDING OUR REPAIRS ï Work will begin this coming 

week on repairing the collapsed drain in the parish parking lot 

located at the Halsey Avenue entrance. This work should be 

completed by next weekend, God willing. I have asked all 

parishioners to make a donation to help pay for this unfore-

seen project and I am most grateful to those who have re-

sponded. A total of 57 parishioners responded with a total of 

$14,360.00 being collected. I pray that many more of our 

people will show generosity to Saint Ceciliaôs so that we can 

pay for this repair. God bless you, my good people! ï Father 

Zig 

SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED ï The Sunday 10:45 

a.m. Mass is live-streamed each week from Saint Cecilia 

Church. The live streaming of the weekday Masses has 

ceased. 

mailto:StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com
mailto:StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com
http://www.2020appeal.org/
mailto:44lifeus@gmail.com
https://40daysforlife.com.%20/
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My dear parishioners, 

Today is the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time and as we gather to celebrate the Lordôs Day the Sacred Scriptures focus on the 

Lordôs vineyard. The image of a vineyard is present in both the Old and New Testaments and signifies Israel in the Old Testa-

ment and what will become the ñnew Israelò, that is the Church, in the New Testament. The workers are sent into the vineyard 

to labor for the owner who is the Lord. The laborers are expected to work diligently and productively for the owner. Their job 

performance will earn them eternal life and a share in the heavenly vineyard. 

This message of laboring for the sake of the Kingdom of God was proclaimed by the prophets and then finally by Godôs Only 

Begotten Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. As the Gospel parable today reminds us the prophets were mistreated by the tenets and 

likewise, the Beloved Son was killed because of their evil hearts. 

The rejection of the call to labor in the vineyard of the Lord is a rejection of all that is holy. God employs all of us into His 

service to assist in the building up of His kingdom here on earth, in our own backyard. Evil produces resentment in the heart 

of the laborer if we are not on guard against it. Our strong spiritual life keeps us focused on doing our work without growing 

weary. Daily prayers, attending Holy Mass, approaching the sacraments, doing good works and more provide us with the en-

ergy we need to work in the vineyard. 

We begin the month of October by remembering that this is the month dedicated to Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary. We 

have 3 opportunities for us to gather publicly to pray the Rosary for our nation and our world. I hope you will join me at these 

events to participate in this powerful prayer bestowed upon us by our Blessed Mother. Details for these events are included 

within this bulletin. 

This month is also known as RESPECT LIFE MONTH. We pray especially during this time that the protection of all human 

life, from conception to natural death, will become a reality in our country and throughout the world. The Lord is the giver of 

life and the ONLY ONE who can take it. Your support of the NJ RIGHT TO LIFE raffle tickets is appreciated. I hope you 

win!!  

God bless you! 

Father Zig 

 

ST. PELAGIA, Virgin and Martyr 

October 8  

Out of a maze of lengendary tales connected with this name we can ascertain that the historical 
St. Pelagia was a devout Christian who lived in Antioch at the end of the 3rd century and the 
beginning of the 4th.  About the year 305, when she was fifteen, the local persecutor of the 
Church learned of her Christian Faith and sent a group of soldiers to bring her to him for ex-
amination. 

  

Despite her tender years, St. Pelagia was well aware of the outrages to which Christõs virgins 
were subjected in such cases.  Therefore, when the soldiers reached her home, she declared 
that she had to put on her bravest apparel and excused herself from the room.  Instead, she 
swiftly made her way to the roof of her house and flung herself headlong to the ground below 
in order to preserve her richest prizeñthe virginity she had vowed to Jesus. 

  

The learned and saintly Doctors, St. Ambrose and St. John Chrysostom, both knew of her ac-
tion and both concurred that it was a noble example of love of chastity.  She is thus classified 
as a Virgin and Martyr by the Church. 

  

PRAYER  All-powerful and ever-living God, You choose the weak in this world to confound the powerful.  As we celebrate the martyrdom 
of St. Pelagia, may we like her remain constant in Faith.  Amen. 

  

  

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey  
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