
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Arrangements for the Sacrament of Baptism can be made 
by calling Fr. Matt at extension 15. 
 

 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  

Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313. 
 
 

EMERGENCY PHONE: 
862-251-3914 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313   Website:  st-cecilia.org   — Office: stcec@optonline.net Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com  -  Fr. Adam: Ext 14 or fradamwasowski@hotmail.com        
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 4:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays @ 6:15 pm 

Any time by appointment  
 
 
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Mateusz Darlak 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Adam Wasowski 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

 
Seminarian Angel Torres 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
 

NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
 
HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm (Beginning Sept. 21st) 
 
RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION— FOR ADULTS: 

Please contact Jim Clancy @ 973-627-0313 
 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,  
 Joseph Giannetti US Navy, Lance Corporal 
Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. Robbins, Pvt 

USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Martinez, Sgt. Brian 
Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong V. Nguyen, 
Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, Sgt. Paul J. 
Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. William 
Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Marylyn 
Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin M. 
Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , Spc. Gregory 
Villaneuva and Sgt. Casey W. Lyness .  We ask God the Fa-
ther of us all, through the intercession of St. Michael the 
Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our Armed 
Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing peace 
and justice to our world. May they be brought back safely to 
those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane 

Gorcica, Sam Sessa,  Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen Niles, Noel 
Wadleigh,  David Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Deb-
bie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Owen 
Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, 
Derek Bascharow, Jim Rattay, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin 
Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Cheryl 
Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen 
Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  
Demetrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, 
Victoria Santana, Stephanie Lewis, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa,  
Marguerite Buggy, Mike Murray, Helene Turner, Michael Turner, 
Ruben Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez, Mina Simmons-Jones,  Joe Maul-
beck, Mary Merz,  Marion Cables, Patricia Smith Schulman, Vincent 
Fortunato,  Joyce Turner, Tom Cummiskey, Dennis OõBrien, Steven 
Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso, Marty Mackin, Brian Bosworth, 
Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, Dave Lewis, Christopher Darlak, 
Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella, Jimmy Carroll, Claire Wasacz, 
Peggy Traino, Emilio Viola, James Deegan, Diann Bulfone, Martha 
Salvesen, Michal Cichon, Robyn Duvall, Ramiro Hinojosa, Jimmy 
Buckley, Emily Gatzke. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

145: Is 45:1, 4-6  Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10 

1 Thes 1:1-5b Mt 22:15-21 

We are online:  www.st-cecilia.org 
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Monday, October 19, Saints John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues, 
Priests and Companions, Martyrs 
6:30 amñDiane Milo 
8:00 amñRaymond Coady req. by Family 
Tuesday, October 20, Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest 
6:30 amñRonnie Gatzke & Louise Velotta req. by the Gatzke   
   Family 
8:00 amñJohn & Margaret Holleran 
Wednesday, October 21, Weekday 
6:30 amð Mary Kay Rodenhouse req. by Marge & Walt 

8:00 amñBill Gallagher req. by Jeanne Gallagher 
Thursday, October 22, Saint John Paul II, Pope 
6:30 amñFr. Jean Claude St. Martin 
8:00 amñVeronica Morgante, req. by her sons 
Friday, October 23, Saint John of Capistrano, Priest 
6:30 amñ Sr. Christina Marie Cables 
8:00 amñPatricia Schulman req. by the DMA Faculty, Staff & 
 Students 
Saturday, October 24, Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop 
BVM 
8:00 amñSt. Jeanette Szyszputowski 
Sunday, October 25, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 pmñ  Clara Jozwiak 
     Lorraine Dugan req. by her father, Ray 
7:00 pmñ  Tom Haltigan req. by Ag Struble 
     Michael McCarthy req. by the Whalen Family 
8:00 amñ  Cruz Green Colon req. by the Franqui Family 
9:15 am  -   Thomas Degnan req. by Jeanne Gallagher 
10:45 amñ Deborah Ann McCarthy req. by the St. Cecilia Choir 
     John Carl Muller req. by Jeanine Losito 
12:15 pmñLeda Andreana req. by the Plateroti Family 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : October 11, 2020 
CollectionðChecks & Cash             $       9,795.00                               

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $       5,825.20 

Total Weekly Collection              $     15,620.20 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  839,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    14,901.96 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $     718.24  

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $  (27,939.22) 

PRIESTS WILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS ï Father Matt, 

Father Adam and I are available to make house calls to our 

parishioners with the sacraments (penance, Eucharist and 

holy anointing). Please call the parish office 

(973.627.0313) and leave your information and we will be 

happy to visit you and pray with you. We will come and 

observe all the protocols that are recommended by the 

health officials. ï Father Zig 



PARISH EVENTS  

580-St. Cecilia 
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BISHOP TO VISIT OUR PARISH ï Father Zig has in-

vited our new Bishop, His Excellency, the Most Reverend 

Kevin J. Sweeney, Bishop of Paterson, to make a pastoral 

visit to our parish to celebrate our parish patron feast day. 

The Bishop will celebrate the 12:15 pm Mass on Sunday, 

November 22nd, which is the Feast day of Saint Cecilia, Vir-

gin and Martyr. Please mark the date and plan to attend as 

we welcome our new Bishop to Rockaway. 

 

CONFESSIONS BEING HEARDðSaturday evenings at 

6:15 pm in the church as well as the priests of our parish 

are available for the sacrament of penance on an appoint-

ment basis.  Please call the parish office and leave your 

name & phone number and state that you would like an ap-

pointment for confession.  A priest will be available for con-

fession in the church or parking lot upon request. 

FLOCKNOTEðIf you havenôt signed up for 

FLOCKNOTE please do so today.  Itôs easy, itôs confiden-

tial and it keep you instantly informed of significant parish 

events.  Notices can be sent as a text to your cell phone or 

email to your computer.  Stay with the flock, stay informed! 

CEMETERY MASSES ï Holy Mass to celebrate the 

Lordôs Day will take place at the parish cemetery (across 

from Parks Lake) on Saturday afternoon @ 4:30 pm and 

Sunday afternoon at 12:15. In the event of inclement 

weather the Mass will be celebrated in the church. Please 

bring a lawn chair and a hat for the sun. (The other Masses 

for the weekend will be celebrated in the church.) 

PARKING AT THE CEMETERYð I thank God that we 

are able to celebrate the liturgy at the parish cemetery and I 

plan to continue this practice until the weather turns cold.  I 

ask for your cooperation in parking at the cemetery.  One of 

the neighbors has reported to me that parishioners are park-

ing on his lawn and has asked that this practice would cease.  

Also it has been reported to me that some are parking too 

close to the edge of the road causing a traffic problem in 

front of the cemetery.  Please obey all parking and traffic 

laws so that we do not get into trouble.  FATHER ZIG 

 

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS COAT DRIVE ï The Menôs 

Society will conduct their annual Saint Martin of Tours 

COAT DRIVE to benefit the City Mission located in Mor-

ristown. New coats and gently-cleaned used costs may be 

brought to Hayes Hall the weekend of October 31-

November 1 AND November 7-8. The feast of Saint Martin 

of Tours is November 11. You can read about him by going 

on line. In his military life he had shared his clothing with a 

beggar who turned out to be Christ the Lord. 

HAVE YOU BEEN TO THE HOLY LAND? ï Father Zig 

has been asked by 206 CATHOLIC TOURS to lead a pilgrim-

age to the Holy Land next year, April 12-22, 2021. Information 

about this trip can be found on the website: 

https://www.pilgrimages.com/frpeplowski/ 

RESTROOM RENOVATIONS COMPLETEï I am happy 

to announce that the restoration work of the restrooms located 

in Hayes Hall is complete.  This work was made possible 

through the generosity of our parishioners, for which I am most 

grateful.  If you have not yet made a donation for this project, I 

appeal to you to do so as soon as possible.  Your check may be 

payable to St. Cecilia ChurchðRenovation FundðFr. Zig 

BEWARE OF SCAMS ï Be on the alert of scams which say 

they are from me. THEY ARE NOT!!! Please call me at the 

office (973.627.0313x12) if you have doubt about a text, email, 

etc, which is supposedly from me asking for money, gift cards, 

etc. PLEASE DO NOT BE FOOLED!!! ï Father Zig 

 

CHECK OUT SOCIETIES REPORT ON PARISH WEB-

SITEðPlease go to the St. Cecilia web-site (st-cecilia.org) to 

find a video report regarding our parish societies and their fall 

activities.  There will be a report from the Rosary Society, the 

Menôs Society, and the St. Monica Guild.  Hear what will hap-

pen and not happen in our parish for the remainder of 2020 on 

this video presentation. 

ALL SOULS MONTH ï In our Catholic piety the month of 

November is the Month of All Souls in which we remember the 

faithful departed.  The names of the newly departed (from No-

vember 1, 2019 to November 1, 2020) will be displayed at the 

altar of St. Joseph.  The All Souls Day envelopes may be 

placed in the receptacle located there.   ALL SOULS DAY 

ENVELOPES WHICH ARE INSCRIBED WITH THE 

NAMES OF THE DEPARTED WILL REST ON THE MAIN 

ALTAR DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER SO THAT 

THEY WILL BE REMEMBERED AT THE MASSES DUR-

ING THIS TIME.  (Due to Covid-19, inscribing the names of 

the departed into the Book of the Dead will not be available 

this year.) 

 

ALL SOULS DAY MASS FOR THE NEWLY DE-

PARTED ï Holy Mass for the newly departed (and for all the 

faithful departed) will be celebrated on Monday, November 2nd 

at 7 oôclock in the evening. Holy Hour will not take place on 

this evening but will return the following week. 
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DIVINE MERCY ACADEMY 
Pre-K through 8th Grade 

See the difference an academically excellent Catholic educa-

tion makes! We offer a safe, secure & compassionate envi-

ronment with a high level of individualized attention; certi-

fied teachers; weekly liturgies & daily Religion class; aca-

demic curriculum with all core subjects; strong enrollment in 

all grades; STEM; physical education; music, art, Spanish & 

library, with technology integrated throughout the curriculum. 

Before-care and aftercare activities available. Here at DMA, 

we are busy preparing our school buildings in accordance 

with CDC and state guidelines so that we will be ready to 

open our buildings and resume on-site, in-person learning this 

fall! We are also enhancing our already excellent remote 

learning programs in the event we need to move to a remote 

or hybrid model at any point next year. 

Full day & Half Day Pre-K3 & Pre-K4 programs starting at 

$2600/ year. Kindergarten through 8th grade in-parish tuition 

rates as follows: 1 child: $5370 - 2 children: $8790  - 3 or 

more children: $10,650 per year.Visit our website for virtual 

tours and registration information. Call 973-627-6003 or 

email  

office@dmarockaway.org if you have any questions about 

our programs. Currently accepting applications. 

 87 Halsey Ave., Rockaway, NJ  www.dmarockaway.org   

973-627-6003       

Also on Facebook & Instagram 

EVENING PROGRAMMING ï PRIESTS FOR LIFE is 

offering a special lineup of evening programming, 7 nights a 

week at 9 pm ET featuring in-depth teachings and commen-

tary by National Director, Father Frank Pevone, and guest 

appearances by other leaders. A special emphasis on the 

elections, and a lot of interchange with the audience, includ-

ing special supplementary materials for which viewers can 

sign up, will characterize the broadcasts. Father Frank will 

also delve into the scriptures and provide a toolkit of pro-life 

projects and activities. Watch at www.EndAbortion.TV or 

any of the other platforms listed on that page. 

Monday, October 19 
7:00 pmðHoly Hour (Church) 

7:30 pmðMonday Night Bible Study (Hayes Hall) 

Tuesday, October 20 

7:00 pmðLight of Christ Prayer Meeting (Hayes Hall) 

7:00 pmðConfirmation Class (Church) 

Wednesday, October 21 

Thursday, October 22 

Friday, October 23 

Saturday, October 24 

6:00 amðSt. Joseph Menôs Group Meeting (Parish Office) 

Rosyglo Ticket Sales after all the Masses 

Gift Cards are available for purchase through the school 

and the parish office.  Please help support this fund-

raiser!  Thank you 

Adjunct teaching position available at Assumption Col-

lege for Sisters, Denville: 

Spring 2021: Jan. 4-May 6 

En 102  College English II  

  3 credits 

This course introduces students to the process of writing a 

research paper by using a systematic procedure for gather-

ing, evaluating, and synthesizing information according to 

the format of The Modern Language Association. Through-

out the process students continue to develop the skills of 

reading, critical thinking, and writing. 

 

Please send CV to president@acs350.org 

 

Divine Mercy Academy News  Calendar of Events  

Seton Hall Preparatory School ï New Jerseyôs oldest 
Catholic college prep school ï will be hosting  its annual 
Open House for 7thand 8thgrade boys and their families 
on Sunday, November 1 (Registration Re-
quired   www.shp.org/openhouse).  Visitors will tour the 
campus and our brand new 44-acre Kelly Athletic Com-
plex, our state of the art  John J. Murphy ô52 Science Cen-
ter, learn about the application process, and have 
the opportunity to meet with teachers, coaches, parents, 
and current students.  For more information, please con-
tact Michael T. Zinsmeister, Director of Admission, at 
(973)325-6640 or visit  shp.org.  Hazard Zet Forward!    

mailto:office@dmarockaway.org
http://www.dmarockaway.org
http://www.EndAbortion.TV
mailto:president@acs350.org
http://www.shp.org/openhouse
http://shp.org/
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MASS CARDS    
We are asked to pray for the dead.  The best way to do this 

is to have a mass celebrated in memory of a loved one.   

Call the Parish Office 973-627-0313 

~Offering $15.00~ 

RCIA 2020-2021 

(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
RCIA is a program for adults that are interested in being 

received into the Catholic Church via Baptism, Holy Com-

munion, or Confirmation.  If you or someone you know has 

for whatever reason never received one of these sacraments, 

and would like to enter into the fullness of the Catholic 

Church, please reach out!  This is a small group that works 

with each candidate to help prepare them for the reception of 

the sacraments and the fullness of participation in the life of 

the church.  The program includes weekly classes on Thurs-

day evenings from October through April.   

 

For more information, please contact Jim Clancy at  

StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com. 

Let us pray for unborn babies and for the end of abortion! 

When: September 23rd to November 1st, 7AM to 7PM 

Duration:  Volunteers usually pray an hour (or more) a 

week.  

Where: 196 Speedwell Ave, Morristown NJ, in front of 

Planned Parenthood 

Sign up by sending an email to 44lifeus@gmail.com or going 

to the 40 Days for Life website https://40daysforlife.com. ; If 

you have any questions, please call Frances Spilman at 973-

627-1654.   We encourage you to sign up so that we know 

that each hour is covered for a particular day.  Spontaneous 

visitors and stay-at-home prayers are also welcome.  You 

may save a life ï please come and join us for 40 Days for 

Life. Every Child is a Gift from God! 

SUNDAY MASS LIVE-STREAMED ï The Sunday 10:45 

a.m. Mass is live-streamed each week from Saint Cecilia 

Church. The live streaming of the weekday Masses has 

ceased. 

FUNDING OUR REPAIRS ï The work on reconstructing 

the parking lot drain has been completed along with the re-

moval of the dead tree from the parking lot and the work on 

the rectory roof. Paying for these projects is indeed costly. I 

am happy to announce that as of this date $24,580.00 has 

been donated to our repairs fund from 74 parish households. 

I hope that more of our parishioners will join in making a 

contribution so that these expenses can be paid. This is espe-

cially important during this time of decreased numbers at 

Sunday Mass and as a result, deceased offerings. Please con-

sider making a donation as soon as possible. I am counting 

on your support! God bless you!! ï Father Zig 

ROSYGLO FOUNDATION ï The Rosyglo is a foundation 

in memory of Sister Thomasine Smith, a Sister of Christian 

Charity who resided in our parish convent for many years. 

The foundation raises money to assist many charitable causes 

in our area. Members of the foundation will be present at the 

Masses on Saturday and Sunday, October 24 and 25 seeking 

our help. Your generosity will do good works in memory of 

a devoted religious sister. 

 

THURSDAY NIGHT SERIES ï ñThe Sacraments,ò a 

video series produced by Bishop Robert Barron will be pre-

sented on the following Thursday evenings at 7 oôclock in 

Hayes Hall: October 15 and 29; November 12; December 3 

and 17. A discussion and faith sharing will follow. Please 

check with the weekly bulletin for any changes. 

MASSES IN TWO LOCATIONS ï Holy Masses to cele-

brate the Lordôs Day will be offered at the same time in 

two locations: the church and Hayes Hall. You have to 

option to decide where you would like to go for Mass 

when you enter the building. The Saturday 4:30 pm Mass 

and Sunday 12:15 pm Mass will continue to be celebrated 

at the parish cemetery for as long as possible. A 

FLOCKNOTE will be sent out if the Mass will not take 

place at the cemetery due to weather condition. 

THANK YOU ï I would like to take this opportu-

nity to express my sincere thanks to Jim Gallagher 

for the donation of stocks to our parish.  After the 

liquidation of the stocks, the donation amounted to 

$4,500.  May the Lord bless him for his generos-

ity.  ï Father Zig 

 

THE CHOSEN ï A wonderful series on the life 

of Jesus is in production titled, The Chosen.  Addi-

tional information regarding this series can be 

found by going on line and searching for, ñThe 

Chosenò.  You can also download a free app re-

garding this series. ï Father Zig 

mailto:StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com
mailto:44lifeus@gmail.com
https://40daysforlife.com.%20/
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My dear parishioners, 

We gather on the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time to celebrate the Lordôs Day. The Old Testament and Gospel readings for this 

Sunday have a political side to them. In the reading from the Prophet Isaiah we are introduced to the ruler Cyrus. Cyrus has 

defeated the Babylonians militarily. In a wise political move he has decided to set free the people whom the Babylonians had 

captured by allowing them to return to their native country. The Jews are among those set free. The Prophet Isaiah announces 

that the Lord has designated Cyrus as the one who performs Godôs will. Cyrus is exalted because he is the political leader 

who does the will of the Lord perhaps without even knowing that he is serving as Godôs agent. 

In the Gospel passage we see the Lord Jesus being placed in a very difficult situation both theologically and politically. When 

asked to choose between God and the government, Jesus states: ñThen repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 

what belongs to God.ò The Lord Jesus makes a clear distinction between the Kingdom of God and earthly government. The 

Lord will go on to say that believers are in the world but not of it. We have the duty to live as faithful citizens but also know-

ing that our true homeland is in heaven, the country of eternal life. 

They say that politics and religion are topics which should not be discussed in public. We would say, on the contrary, we 

should bring God into our world and not exclude Him from our lives. The exclusion of God is what is happening in our world 

today at a rapid pace. As a result of secularism the guidance which comes from the Scriptures and moral law is insignificant 

in our society. The exclusion of God from society has resulted in assaults against the sanctity of human life, such as abortion, 

euthanasia, capital punishment, and physician assisted suicide. The sacred ordinance of marriage between one man and one 

woman, as instituted by God, has been redefined by governments but not by God! There are many more areas in our world of 

which we can speak that harm our society making us a ñthrow away cultureò as our Holy Father Pope Francis has observed. 

 Election Day will soon be here and we will have the right to cast our vote for the important office of President of the United 

States as well as other offices in our state and neighborhood. The Church never instructs us in how we should vote but only 

reminds us of how important it is to bring our Catholic faith with us into the voting booth. We are bound to cast our vote for 

those who will promote the virtues and characteristics of the Kingdom of God as proclaimed by our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Let us remember that the Lord uses even politicians to carry out His will so that justice and charity may prevail, as in the case 

of Cyrus. Let us pray for our country that this election will be blessed by the Lord so that we may continue to be ONE NA-

TION UNDER GOD, WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL! 

God bless you!  Father Zig 

ST. SALOME, Mother of the Apostles James and John 

October 22—Patroness of Veroli 

 ST. SALOME, whose name in Hebrew evokes prosperity and peace and corresponds 
to the Greek Irene, is thought to be a sister or cousin of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, men-
tioned by St. John as being one of the three women standing at the foot of the Cross.  St. 
Mark calls this woman Salome and St. Matthew characterizes her as òthe mother of the 
sons of Zebedee.ó 

 

Mark also mentions her as one of the same three as they came to anoint the body of 
Jesus in the tomb early on Easter morning. 

It was this holy woman who asked Jesus to give her two sons, James and John, a place 
of honor in His Kingdom.  In His reply, Jesus addressed the two Apostles and lovingly 
directed them to the life of sacrifice, abnegation, and imitation of His sufferings.  Their 
reward would come beyond the boundaries of time. 

 

She is venerated as Patroness of the Church of Veroli, Italy, to which city an ancient 
tradition says she came, with two companions called Blasé and Demetrius, and pro-
claimed the Faith.  Then at an advanced age she closed out her days in peace there, 
while her two companions bore witness to the Faith with their lives. 

  

PRAYER  God, You alone are holy and without You no one is good.  Through the intercession of St. Salome, grant that we may so live as 
not to be deprived of Your glory.  Amen.  

  

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey  
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