
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Arrangements for the Sacrament of Baptism can be made 
by calling Fr. Matt at extension 15. 
 

 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY  

Arrangements are to be made at least ONE YEAR in ad-
vance. The date should not be set until the priest has 
been consulted.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Urgent calls will be attended to at any time of the day or 
night. If there is anyone at home or in the hospital  who 
cannot get to Mass and the Sacraments because of illness 
or old age, please inform one of the priests or call the  
Parish Office @ 973-627-0313. 
 
 

EMERGENCY PHONE: 
862-251-3914 

90 Church Street 

Rockaway, New Jersey 07866 

Parish Office: 973-627-0313   Website:  st-cecilia.org   — Office: stcec@optonline.net Fax: 973-627-4811        
 To Contact:  Fr. Zig: Ext. 12 or  speplowski@optonline.net 
  Fr. Matt: Ext 15 or frmateuszdarlak@gmail.com  -  Fr. Adam: Ext 14 or fradamwasowski@hotmail.com        
School: 973-627-6003  CCD Office: 973-627-0313 Ext. 17 

    Saint Cecilia Parish 

MASSES  

Weekends 

Saturday: 4:30 pm,  7:00 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 9:15 am  

10:45 am and 12:15 pm 
5:00 pm (Vietnamese)  

 
Holydays   

Vigil 4:30 pm 
6:30 am, 8:00 am & 7:00 pm 

  
Weekday Schedule: 

Monday - Friday 
6:30 am & 8:00 am 

Saturday 
8:00 am  followed by Novena 

 
Confessions  

Saturdays @ 3:30—4:00 pm; 
6:15-6:45 pm and 

any time by appointment  
 
 
 

Susan Brennan 
TRUSTEE 

 

James Gallagher 
TRUSTEE 

Rev. Sigmund Peplowski  
PASTOR 

 
Rev. Mateusz Darlak 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Adam Wasowski 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

 

 
Seminarian Angel Torres 

 

Mrs. Janet Maulbeck 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

and YOUTH  PROTECTION/ 
SAFE  ENVIRONMENT 

COORDINATOR 

 

Mr. James Clancy 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Mrs. Ann Mitchell 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Mrs. Diane Boykow 

CEMETERY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Mr. Charles Linnell 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

PARISH PRAYER LIFE 
 

NOVENA: OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
AND OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Saturday morning after the 8:00 am Mass 
 
HOLY HOUR : Monday @ 7:00 pm (Beginning Sept. 21st) 
 
RCIA—RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION— FOR ADULTS: 

Please contact Jim Clancy @ 973-627-0313 
 
ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Monday through Sat. @ 7:30 am 

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY  
 All Catholic Churches in the United States require from 

Catholics serving as a Godparent for Baptism or a sponsor 

for Confirmation a certificate of eligibility. This document 

certifies that the Godparent/sponsor is a registered member 

of the parish, attends Holy Mass, approaches the sacra-

ments regularly and contributes to the support of the 

Church via the Sunday offering envelope program or 

ñParish Payò. It is the responsibility of the individual to 

meet these requirements as listed in the Code of Canon 

Law , #874. 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday thru Thursday: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Closed for lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 



The people of St. Cecilia Parish are asked to pray 
for the following people serving our country in 
the armed services: SmE3 Andrew Clifford,  
 Joseph Giannetti US Navy, Lance Corporal 
Dennis Wuest, Capt. Kelley E. Robbins, Pvt 

USMC, Diego Usma, Major Glenn  E. Martinez, Sgt. Brian 
Whalen, Capt. Anthony Odierno, Cpl. Kong V. Nguyen, 
Cpl. Jim Van Valen, LCPL Anthony Eresman, Sgt. Paul J. 
Willson, PFC Cano Janeth, Sgt. Bob Autrey, Col. William 
Paliwada, Sgt 1st Class (E7) Sam Colon, PFC Marylyn 
Rivera-Sachez, Cpl. Edward C. Thompson, Major Kevin M. 
Nash, Lt. Amy Cronin, Col. John L. Medeiros, Jr., Sgt. 
Daniel Healy, Marine Keith Leitner, Sgt. Spencer Lopez, 
PFC Taryn Kemp, Jeffrey Braunhausen, E7 Joseph Grimsey, 
Bill Maloney, Greg Bloete, Gian Carlo Bruzzese, Spc. Chris-
topher Little, PFC Brittany Martindell, PO1 (E6) Matthew 
Fitzgerald, SA Justin C. White, Matthew & Daniel Rosica,  
Mark Leonard, Sr. Armn. Ashley Valetta, Sgt. John Wisnof-
sky, Cpl. T.J. Finn, Sgt. Kristopher Faber,  Capt. Vincent 
Presto, Airman First Class William Kussler , Spc. Gregory 
Villaneuva and Sgt. Casey W. Lyness .  We ask God the Fa-
ther of us all, through the intercession of St. Michael the 
Archangel, to protect all the men and women in our Armed 
Forces, to bless them in their efforts toward bringing peace 
and justice to our world. May they be brought back safely to 
those they love. 
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Ethan Chandra, Dean Wayne Campbell, Doris Cusick, Carol Centonze, Jane 

Gorcica, Sam Sessa,  Carol Ferrante, Jim Golden, Karen Niles, Noel 
Wadleigh,  David Cicchine, Teresa DõAtria, Derek Bascharow,  Deb-
bie Malc, Grace McDermott, Joe Horvath, Jr., Elvira Bugaoan, Owen 
Peter Byrne,  Tia Maddaloni, Mason Walker Steussing,  Susan Mejia, 
Derek Bascharow, Jim Rattay, Tom Hull,  Kathleen Fazio, Kristin 
Wich, Kyle Johnson,  Kate Darlington, Jake Michael Miraldi, Cheryl 
Anne Bornemann, Sean Nolan,  Maryann Hughes,  Peggy Eileen 
Miars,  Ray Kennedy, Richard Corcoran,   Madison Rose Leslie,  
Demetrius Barbee, Lucille Bardi,  Frances Finn, Dorothy Murray, 
Victoria Santana, Stephanie Lewis, Kimberly Dugan, Gale Sessa,  
Marguerite Buggy, Mike Murray, Helene Turner, Michael Turner, 
Ruben Lorenzo, Michael Alvarez, Mina Simmons-Jones,  Joe Maul-
beck, Mary Merz,  Marion Cables, Patricia Smith Schulman, Vincent 
Fortunato,  Joyce Turner, Tom Cummiskey, Dennis OõBrien, Steven 
Simmons, Ariel, James DiStaiso, Marty Mackin, Brian Bosworth, 
Dennis Dilger, Robyne LaGrotta, Dave Lewis, Christopher Darlak, 
Frieda Solow, Claudia Fontanella, Jimmy Carroll, Claire Wasacz, 
Peggy Traino, Emilio Viola, James Deegan, Diann Bulfone, Martha 
Salvesen, Robyn Duvall, Ramiro Hinojosa, Jimmy Buckley, Emily 
Gatzke, Clare Desmond, Rosemary DeFilippo, Craig Huffman, 
George Stitik & Stephen Goordman, Don Quinn, Cecilia Donofrio. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

29: Ex 20:1-17 Ps 19:8-11 

1 Cor 1:22-25  Jn 2:13-25 
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Monday, March 8, Saint John of God, Religious 
6:30 amñ   Walter & Grace Peplowski req. by Fr. Zig 
8:00 amñ   Thomas Haltigan req. by Family 
Tuesday, March 9, Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 
6:30 amñ  Msgr. Denis Hayes 
8:00 amñ  Mary Reynolds 
Wednesday, March 10, Lenten Weekday 
6:30 amð   Holy Souls in Purgatory 

8:00 amñ  Helen Struble req. by Ag Struble & Family 
Thursday, March 11, Lenten Weekday 
6:30 amñ   Msgr. Charles Powers 
8:00 amñ   Mortimer Shea req. by Servidio Family 
Friday, March 12, Lenten Weekday 
6:30 amñ  Daniel OõBrien 
8:00 amñ  Mary Brussell req. by Kate Lyness 
Saturday, March 13, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 amñ  Alice OõBrien 
Sunday, March 14, Fourth Sunday of Lent 
4:30 pmñ  Renato Sebastian req. by Carol & Gary McGotty 
     Fredrick Slanovec req. by DMA Faculty, Staff  
     & Students 
7:00 pmñ  Mary Ann Casale req. by Nehrings Family 
     Jodie Kessler req. by Susan, Jim & Kathryn Gaynor 
8:00 amñ  Tom Barbato req. by Ed & Mary Merz 
     Renato Sebastian req. by Amy Sebastian 
9:15 am  -   For the Parishioners of St. Cecilia Church 
10:45 am-   Patricia Donald req. by Ginny & Ken Lienhardt 
12:15 pm-   Eleanore Wrobleski & Stan McArthur req. by  
                    McArthur Famliy 
      

               The Sanctuary Candle burning on our altar  

            this week is for in loving memory of   

              Lucille Cecilia Gawryszeski 
             req. by daughter, Carol 

ST. CECILIA CHURCH COLLECTION GOALS 

Week Ending : February 28, 2021 
CollectionðChecks & Cash             $     7,548.00           

WeShare Electronic Giving                     $     4,949.88 

Total Weekly Collection              $   12,497.88 

 

Yearly Collection Goal (BUDGET)              $  730,000.00 

Weekly Goal                $    13,137.25 

 

Weekly Collection Surplus (Deficit)               $      (639.38) 

Year To Date Surplus (Deficit)                       $     3,070.16 

CONFESSIONS EVERY MONDAY ï ñWelcome Homeò 

is the initiative of the Diocese of Paterson to encourage 

every Catholic to go to confession during Lent in prepara-

tion for the Solemnity of Easter. Every Monday evening, 

from February 22 to March 22, churches in the diocese will 

be open from 7 to 8:30 for the sacrament of penance. All of 

us, old and young, should approach the sacrament of pen-

ance during this holy time. 



PARISH EVENTS  

580-St. Cecilia 
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FLOCKNOTEðIf you havenôt signed up for 

FLOCKNOTE please do so today.  Itôs easy, itôs confiden-

tial and it keeps you instantly informed of significant parish 

events.  Notices can be sent as a text to your cell phone or 

email to your computer.  Stay with the flock, stay in-

formed! 

Pope Francis proclaims “Year of St Joseph”  

With the Apostolic Letter ñPatris cordeò (ñWith a Fatherôs 

Heartò), Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the dec-

laration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To 

mark the occasion, the Holy Father has proclaimed a ñYear of 

Saint Josephò from 8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021.  

In a new Apostolic Letter entitled Patris corde (ñWith a Fa-

therôs Heartò), Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a be-

loved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an 

accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a work-

ing father, a father in the shadows.  

The Holy Father wrote Patris corde against the backdrop of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, which, he says, has helped us see more 

clearly the importance of ñordinaryò people who, though far 

from the limelight, exercise patience and offer hope every day. 

In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, ñthe man who goes unno-

ticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence,ò who nonetheless 

played ñan incomparable role in the history of salvation.ò  

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed 

her trust; with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us 

too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Ob-

tain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every 

evil.  Amen. 

LENTEN FASTING AND ABSTINECE ï During holy 

season of Lent it is our tradition to fast and abstain during 

this time as we recall the suffering the Lord Jesus endured 

for our salvation. Every Friday during Lent is a day of ab-

staining from meat. The pious practice of ñgiving upò some-

thing for Lent is encouraged (that for which you crave 

should be considered). Parents should introduce their chil-

dren to this Lenten practice so that they may grow in faith. ï 

Father Zig 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS ï Every Friday during the 

holy season of Lent the Stations of the Cross will be prayed 

following the 8 oôclock morning Mass and in the evening at 

7 oôclock. Join us in meditating upon the sorrowful and 

painful journey the Lord Jesus took for our sins. 

 

SAINT JOSEPH HOLY HOUR ï The Saint Joseph Holy 

Hour in March will take place on Wednesday, March 10th at 

8 oôclock in the evening. We begin with the next segment of 

ñIn the Breach.ò A video on male spirituality produced by 

the Knights of Columbus followed by 20 minutes of adora-

tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament. We pray for the men of 

our parish and invite you to attend! Saint Joseph-pray for 

us! 

 

BISHOP SWEENEY TO VISIT OUR SCHOOL ï His 

Excellency, Bishop Kevin Sweeney will make his first visit 

to Divine Mercy Academy on Thursday, March 25th. The 

visit will include the celebration of Holy Mass via live 

stream. Following the Mass the Bishop will visit all of the 

grades and have an opportunity to become acquainted with 

our school. 

THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR are committed 

to preserving the original charism of their foundress Saint 

Jeanne Jugan by giving happiness to the elderly and meeting 

their needs at this difficult time.  This year the Little Sisters 

are unable to come to our parish themselves but their needs 

are current, especially during this present health crisis.  

Their website www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org can be 

accessed to providing info as how to send monetary dona-

tions online and also provides their address at which any 

offerings can be mailed.  May their holy patron, St. Joseph, 

protect you always. 

 

HOLY MASSES IN CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S 

DAY ï Our parishioners and friends have the opportunity to 

attend Holy Mass on Saturday evening and Sunday morning in 

two locations, the church and Hayes Hall. A priest is stationed 

in Hayes Hall and will celebrate the Mass if people are present-

please arrive on time. As soon as conditions permit we will re-

turn to celebrating the 12:15 pm Mass at the parish cemetery (as 

well as in the church). I will send out a FLOCKNOTE on Satur-

day morning when conditions permit us to return to the ceme-

tery for Mass. AS CONDITIONS SLOWLY IMPROVE RE-

GARDING COVID 19 THE GOVERNOR HAS INCREASED 

THE CAPACITY FOR CHURCH WORSHIP TO 50%, 

WHICH MEANS WE CAN SEAT NEARLY 200 PEOPLE IN 

OUR CHURCH. PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR CHURCH IS 

SANITIZED AFTER EACH MASS AND IS SAFER THAN 

MANY OF THE ESTABLISHMENTS PEOPLE VISIT ON A 

REGULAR BASIS. LETôS RETURN TO ACTIVE WORSHIP 

OF THE ONE WHO DIED AND ROSE FOR OUR SALVA-

TION-CHRIST OUR GOD! ï Father Zig 
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WINTER POLICY - Now that we are in the midst of the 

winter season please be aware of the following: In the event 

of inclement weather and Divine Mercy Academy is closed, 

the parish office will be closed and the church will be open 

ONLY for the liturgical service scheduled.  Also, all evening 

events will be cancelled.  

Monday, March 8 
7:00 pmðWelcome Home/Holy Hour (Church) 

Tuesday, March 9 

6:00 pmðEducation Council Meeting (Zoom) 

7:00 pmðLight of Christ Prayer Meeting (Hayes Hall) 

Wednesday, March 10 

7:00 pmð2nd Grade Sacrament Prep Class (Church) 

8:00 pmðSt. Joseph Holy Hour (Church) 

Thursday, March 11 

7:00 pmðFaith Formation (Hayes Hall) 

Friday, March 12 

7:00 pmðStations of the Cross (Church) 

7:00 pmðYouth Group (Hayes Hall) 
Saturday, March 13 

10:00 amð2nd Grade First Penance (Church)  

Sunday, March 14 

Divine Mercy Academy News  

BEWARE OF SCAMS ï Be on the alert of scams which 

say they are from me. THEY ARE NOT!!! Please call me at 

the office (973.627.0313x12) if you have doubt about a text, 

email, etc, which is supposedly from me asking for money, 

gift cards, etc. PLEASE DO NOT BE FOOLED!!! ï Father 

Zig 

FILIPINO MASS   
Please join us as we celebrate the Filipino Mass on 

Easter Sunday, April 4th at 1:00 pm . This will be the 
start of the Filipino Mass at Sacred Heart every 1st Sun-
day of the month. A great opportunity to meet and greet 

Pinoy priests from our diocese. 
For more information, please contact Elmer L. Maximo 

at (973)664-1949. 
Maraming Salamat po.  

HAVE YOU SEEN THE VIDEO? ï Father Zig and presi-

dents of the three parish societies have prepared a video with 

information regarding the activities and programs the societies 

are planning for the next couple of months. You can view the 

video by going to the parish website. Many thanks the Father 

Matt for his assistance with this project! 

WOULD YOU SLIDE IN, PLEASE! ï The State of New 

Jersey has increased the number of those who can attend 

worship and still observe the pandemic protocols. Therefore 

in order to accommodate a few more people, when you en-

ter the church and get into a pew, please go the center rather 

than sitting near the aisle so that others may enter the pew. 

This practice will be more welcoming and hygienic as we 

worship. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter! ï 

Father Zig 

RICE BOWL ï Each year we are asked to participate in 

OPERATION RICE BOWL which is the Lenten alms giv-

ing project of Catholic Relief Service. Please take a rice 

bowl home with you and place it on your kitchen table as a 

reminder of our call to be generous to those who have little 

or nothing to eat. Your weekly and generous donation in the 

rice bowl is a teaching for the young people of your family 

on the Christian responsibility we have to feed the poor in 

Jesusô Name. The rice bowls are to be returned to the church 

on EASTER SUNDAY, the day our fasting ends and our 

feasting begins. Checks should be made to ST. CECILIA 

CHURCH with the memo: rice bowl. 

Divine Mercy Academy is hosting a 

Fun Pasta Fundraiser: Fun Pasta is 

healthy pasta with fun shapes for 

holidays, sports, collegiate team 

logos, and more! Check out the web-

site: https://

funpastafundraising.com/shop/divine-mercy-academy to see 

the wide variety of products available! Sale ends on March 

24th  

FROM FATHER ZIG ï In March I will be undergoing two 

surgical procedures which will cause me to be absent from 

celebrating Holy Mass and being present in the church. I am 

scheduled to have cataract surgery and shortly after that carpal 

tunnel surgery. Due to Covid 19 testing, I will need to isolate 

myself prior to both procedures which means I may be absent 

for a couple of Sundays. I will be in the rectory joining all of 

you in prayer as you come to church. FATHER ZIG 

SAINT JOSEPH NOVENA BEGINS ï The novena in 

preparation of the Solemnity of Saint Joseph (March 19) will 

begin on Wednesday, March 10th. The novena will take 

place at the conclusion of the 8 oôclock morning Mass in 

front of the altar of Saint Joseph. In this YEAR OF SAINT 

JOSEPH let us gather in prayer to honor this holy and just 

man whom the Lord chose to be the guardian and father of 

His Only Begotten Son, Christ the Lord. 

SAVE THE DATE:  Parish Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 

March 27th @ 12:00 (noon) outside St. Cecilia Church 

weather permitting.  More info to follow! 

https://funpastafundraising.com/shop/divine-mercy-academy
https://funpastafundraising.com/shop/divine-mercy-academy
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RCIA 2020-2021 

(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
RCIA is a program for adults that are interested in being 

received into the Catholic Church via Baptism, Holy Com-

munion, or Confirmation.  If you or someone you know has 

for whatever reason never received one of these sacraments, 

and would like to enter into the fullness of the Catholic 

Church, please reach out!  This is a small group that works 

with each candidate to help prepare them for the reception of 

the sacraments and the fullness of participation in the life of 

the church.  The program includes weekly classes on Thurs-

day evenings from October through April.   

 

For more information, please contact Jim Clancy at  

StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com. 

PRIESTS WILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS ï Father Matt, 

Father Adam and I are available to make house calls to our 

parishioners with the sacraments (penance, Eucharist and 

holy anointing). Please call the parish office (973.627.0313) 

and leave your information and we will be happy to visit you 

and pray with you. We will come and observe all the proto-

cols that are recommended by the health officials. ï Father 

Zig 

40 Days for Life starts Ash Wednesday  
 

Lent is the perfect time to dedicate your prayers for the 
protection of life in the womb. Here are some ways you 
can take part to support our mission to end abortion: 
     1) You can pray at the Planned Parenthood site in 
Morristown by contacting  Frances Spillman at 
44lifeus@gmail.com to sign up.  
2) You can pray and fast during 40 Days for Life dedi-
cating some time in front of The Blessed Sacrament on 
Monday evenings. 
3) You can pray a daily Rosary or Divine Mercy Chap-
let for Our Lady's Intercessionto end abortion. 
If you go to the following website there are many other 
"fasting and prayer" ideas  you can participate in as a 
Lenten family or individual observance to end abor-
tion.  

40 Days for Life ï Vigil for Life 

https://vigilforlife.org ü about ü 40-days-for-life 
 

Vigil for Life will host a spring 40 Days for 
Life  campaign this year from Wednesday, February 
17th through Sunday, March 28th, 2021. 1. Prayer 
and Fasting. 

 

LENTEN RETREAT WITH FATHER CESAR ï Our 

Lenten Retreat will take place on Saturday, March 20th be-

ginning with the 8 oôclock Holy Mass in the church. The 

retreat will be virtual and will begin at 9 oôclock. A limited 

number of participants will be present in Hayes Hall for the 

retreat. Should you like to be present for this event in Hayes 

Hall, please call the parish office and register. The retreat 

will consist of two conferences and will conclude no later 

than 11:30. The title of the retreat is: FRIENDSHIP WITH 

GOD AND WITH ONE ANOTHER: A LENTEN MEDI-

TATION ON POPE FRANCISô FRATELLI TUTTI. As we 

journey through the holy season of Lent, we experience 

firsthand manôs constant need for conversion. This privi-

leged time of prayer, penance and fasting brings to light 

manôs deepest longing for communion with God and with 

neighbor. Through Pope Francisô latest encyclical letter, 

FRATELLI TUTTI, we gain valuable insight into the inner 

connectedness of the human family by virtue of its inherent 

goodness-a gift of the Creator-and are thus challenged to be 

conduits of the Fatherôs mercy and compassion amid a frag-

mented  and polarized world. We shall examine how this 

latest magisterial document can enhance our Lenten journey 

and inspire us to live out the Lenten disciplines in faith, 

hope and love. 

 

Father Cesar Jaramillo works in the diocesan Tribunal and 

also serves as parochial vicar at Saint Peter the Apostle 

Church in Parsippany. 

GOLD ANNIVERSARY MASS FOR 2020: 
Did you celebrate your 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary in 2020?  If you were married in 1970, 
the Diocese of Paterson invites you to cele-
brate your 50th wedding anniversary during a 
special Mass to be offered at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Baptist in Paterson, NJ.  Bishop 
Sweeney will serve as main celebrant on this 

joyful occasion to be held: Sunday, April 

25th, 2021, at 3:30 p.m.  
Arrangements can be made by contacting the 

parish office.  The deadline to register with 

your parish office is Thursday, April 8 th, 

2021.  You will receive additional information 
from the Office of Family Life once your regis-
tration is processed.  Congratulations on this 
joyous occasion! 

BISHOP’S BOOK AVAILABLE ï Bishop Emeritus Ar-

thur J. Serratelli has authored a book entitled, ñA Spiritual 

Novena to Saint Joseph,ò produced by Catholic Book Com-

pany. Limited copies are available by the altar of Saint Jo-

seph. Your donation of $5 is greatly appreciated. This is a 

wonderful companion for private reflection regarding Saint 

Joseph. 

mailto:StCecilia.FaithFormation@gmail.com
mailto:44lifeus@gmail.com
https://vigilforlife.org/about/40-days-for-life/
https://vigilforlife.org/about/40-days-for-life/
https://vigilforlife.org/about/40-days-for-life/
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My dear parishioners, 

The Lordôs Day brings us to the Third Sunday of Lent. In the Responsorial Psalm for today we sing: LORD, YOU HAVE THE 

WORDS OF EVERLASTING LIFE. Indeed, Godós word serves as a means of instruction but also encouragement and compas-

sion. In the Old Testament reading from the Book of Exodus we hear the words of instruction which the Lord had given to 

Israel as they camped at Mount Sinai. There they were given the 10 Commandments which constituted them as a nation 

bound to the Lord. Their obedience to the Commandments was the sign of the covenant, a marital relationship with the Lord 

of Hosts was formed. God gave the Commandments, all 10 of them, to be obeyed and incorporated into their daily life. 

This Sundayôs Gospel reading from the Evangelist John tells us of the event which is called, ñthe Cleansing of the Temple.ò 

Christ is angered by the lack of respect and prayer taking place in the Jerusalem Temple. The ñHouse of Godò has become 

like ña marketplace,ò filled with noise and unholy activity. Jesus brings order to the holy place and uses this as a teaching 

regarding Himself, the temple not made with human hands. Speaking of His upcoming Passion and Resurrection, Jesus in-

structs the Apostles and reminds them also of the fickleness of human nature. 

The epistle reading comes from the first of Paulôs correspondence to the Corinthian Church in which he extols the wisdom of 

God in Christ. Human pride places its ñwisdomò before that of Godôs divine knowledge. Many thank that their wisdom is 

superior to God and that their judgments are more suitable for life. The Apostle reminds us, FOR THE FOOLISHNESS OF 

GOD IS WISER THAN HUMAN WISDOM, AND THE WEAKNESS OF GOD IS STRONGER THAN HUMAN STRENGTH. 

Todayôs Scripture texts remind us of a couple of things: (1) the sanctity of the Lordôs House and (2) the importance of keep-

ing the 10 Commandments. As Catholics we believe that the church is the house of God which requires a special conduct of 

those who enter. Primarily, the Lord Jesus is present in the Holy Eucharist which is reserved in the tabernacle. This requires 

of all of us a genuflection or bow when we come into the church before entering our pew (seat). Failure to do this is disre-

spectful to the Lord or a sign of ignorance. Helping to maintain a prayerful atmosphere in the church is our duty. Regarding 

the second point, the 10 Commandments are not ñ10 Suggestions,ò they are Commandments given to us by God the Al-

mighty. The 10 Commandments are not as some have said, ña cafeteriaò from which you take that which you like and leave 

behind that which you donôt. We read today, FOR I, THE LORD, YOUR GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD, INFLICTING 

PUNISHMENT FOR THEIR FATHERôS WICKEDNESS ON THE CHILDREN OF THOSE WHO HATE ME, DOWN TO 

THE THIRD AND FOURTH GENERATION; BUT BESTOWING MERCY DOWN TO THE THOUSANDTH GENERA-

TION ON THE CHILDREN OF THOSE WHO LOVE ME AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. 

Happy Lent!  Fr. Zig 

ST DOMINIC SAVINO 

The Same Day, March 9ðPatron of Choristers 

 

BORN at Riva, Italy, in 1842, St. Dominic Savio was only fifteen when he died but he had 

already attained a high degree of sanctity.  A pupil of the great St. John Bosco who loved him 

like a son, St. Dominic organized the Company of the Immaculate Conception to help St. John 

in running the Oratory.  Though St. Dominicôs life was one of poverty, work, and suffering, it 

was filled with the cheerfulness and joy of sanctity.  This model for youths once wrote to a 

friend:  ñHere we make sanctity consist in being joyful all the time and in faithfully perform-

ing our duties.ò 

 

PRAYER:  Lord God, You alone are holy and no one is good without You.  Through the inter-

cession of St. Dominic help us to live in such a way that we may not be deprived of a share in 

Your glory.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from, Lives of the Saints; Catholic Booking Publishing Company, 1999, New Jersey  
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