Gallup Parish Survey Results

The Survey Says….
Parish Engagement Survey Results are In
Thank you to all of the parishioners that completed a survey in January. A total of 1,027 surveys were
compiled. All surveys were input even if some of the questions were not answered. In addition, if a
parishioner indicated “Don’t Know/Doesn’t Apply” on a question, that equated to a non-response. Because of
this, the sample size varies for each question in the survey.
The purpose of the survey was to help us as a parish assess the engagement of our members. If we can
improve engagement, St. Joseph’s will thrive and grow spiritually—we will excel at being the Church. The
Catholic Church was built by Christ on the “rock” that is Peter. It was built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. The mission of the Church is salvation. As Catholics,
we are called to finish this mission that Jesus started.
The survey we took answers four key questions regarding engagement. They are: “What do I get?”, “What do I
give?”, “Do I belong?”, and “How can we grow?” Based on the results of our survey, a parish engagement task
force will be formed and will craft an impact plan to identify specific areas we want to improve on or grow to
enhance member engagement and spiritual commitment. Once we have completed the impact plan, we will
share that information with all parishioners.
The results of the survey questions are included on the following two pages of this newsletter.

Parish Survey
Results—
continued
Of
the
member
engagement
items,
the one that might
stick out the most is
the
second
item
entitled “Progress.”
The full question was:
“In the last six
months, someone in
my parish has talked
to me about the
progress
of
my
spiritual growth.” This
question had the
lowest score of 2.53
and a lower number

of responses. On the other
hand, the question that
asked if spiritual needs
were being met in the
parish rated quite high at
4.03. As we work on an
impact plan for our parish,
this information will be
disseminated
to
determine how we can
grow
spiritually
and
become
more
fully
engaged as a parish
community.

The outcomes for St. Joseph’s were
more positive than the Catholic and
faith overall in all areas with the
exception of volunteer hours. The
volunteer hours may be slightly
skewed as St. Joseph’s may not have
as
many
weekly
volunteer
opportunities available as other
large churches may have. It may
have been more appropriate to ask:
“How many volunteer hours a
month do we give?” In today’s
world, we are all pulled in many
directions and are asked to give of
our time to many causes (schools,
work, children’s sports, etc.). We all
need to assess how we spend our
time and determine if a little more
time could be given to serve others
in our community.

Parish Survey
Results—concluded
The demographics of St. Joseph’s
parish line up closely with other
Catholic
parishes
that
have
completed surveys through Gallup.
The question regarding attending
Mass last week may be slightly
skewed for St. Joseph’s as the
weekend before we took the survey
in church was New Year’s weekend.
The
largest
difference
in
demographics appears in the length
of time people have been members
at their parish. St. Joseph’s has a
higher percentage of long-term
parishioners than the Catholic
overall and faith overall categories.
62% of our parishioners have been
at St. Joseph’s for 10 years or more
compared to 51%.
Income levels of our parishioners is
lower than the Catholic and faith
overall categories; however, this is
most likely due to our location in a
smaller community in the Midwest.
When we researched doing the
survey through Gallup, the closest
Catholic parish to us that had also
used Gallup was a parish in Eden
Prairie, MN.
Overall, the demographics of our
parish are consistent with Catholic
parishes around the country.
In conclusion, parish leadership is very happy with the response to the survey and with the results we are seeing;
however, as with everything, there is always room for improvement. Over the next year, look forward to hearing
more about additional spiritual growth opportunities at St. Joseph’s as we work to enhance the spiritual health of
our parish. Thank you again for your participation in this survey.

