Blessed Sacrament Parish d October 18, 2020

We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Are a ChrisEentered Community,
Commi tted to Worship the Father, Commi tted to
Commi tted to Loving Service to All Godds

Nosotros, la Parroquia del Santisimo Sacramento, Somos una Comunidad Centrada en Cristo,
Comprometidos a Adorar al Padre, Comprometidos a Responder a los Dones del Espiritu Santo,
Comprometidos en el Servicio Amoroso a Todo el Pueblo de Dios

Please keep these things in mind :
The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holydays of obligation is still suspended by our Bishop.
You can viewall Masses listed below on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BSCWV/
Worship aids for each Masswill be sent to all by separate emails.

Mass Schedule

Day Date | Time Intention

Saturday  (public) 10/17 | 4:00pm " gﬂ;izzeégtzzegﬁzs;schuss families

Sunday (public) 10/18 | 10:00am | + | Dorothy Johnson Scheman by Ro DeBias
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday (closed) 10/21 | Noon + | Michael Habenschuss by Jim & Natalie Zellers
Thursday (closed) 10/22 | Noon + | Joseph Thomas Bozek by Jerry & Jane Roy
Friday (closed) 10/23 | Noon + | Lillian DiGiorgi by EvelynCiccarello

Saturday (public) 10/24 | 4:00pm + | Paul Manahan by Jean Haas

Sunday (public) 10/25 | 10:00am Intentions of Paul & Chelsey Witsberger

We Remember in Our Prayers
Barbara Baldy, Patrick Burriss, Elizabeth Coleman, Mthew Crabtree, Rhonda Crede, Loretta DiGiorgi, Karol Dunford,
Joe Eisel, Janine Estep, Marietta FentonAndrew Field, Rose Finch, Patty Geissinger, Joe Gregg, Kathleen Groom,
Bogdan (Danny) Gumowskij John Hanna, Ann Henderson, John & Claire Johnson, John Lordan, Bob Lucas,
Louann LynchKelley, Alec Mansfield, Buz and Barbara McCormick, Mike McCready, Caleb Milton, Mary Ann Shear,
Nicholas Taylor, Sandy Wheeler,and Lily Woolwine.

G2
il Thank You

We would like to thank you all for your kind thoughts and prayers for our recuperation from COVID 19
and for your birthday wishes for Jim. We are both feeling much better. d Natalie & Jim Zellers

Important Notes

In-person individual Confessions are available by appointment only.
Contact Fr. John at 304377-3560 or snowman25303@hotmail.com

To visit the Blessed Sacrament
You are alwayswelcome to sit under the canopy of our 4™ Ave front entrance
where you can see the tabernacle and sanctuary lampthrough the clear window 24/7.



https://www.facebook.com/BSCWV/

This Week at Blessed Sacrament Parish

Anyone can participate in our Masses and Adoration by just going to facebook.com/BSCWV/.

All are most welcome to join all of our ZOOM gatherings

but they must have received a personal email with connection information 0 so let us know if YOU want “in"

Michael Habenschuss.

Flowers for the altar this weekend were provided by
the Habenschuss and Battig families in memory of

Day | Date Time Event Location
Sat 10/17 | 9:00am Men's Bible Study Group ZOOM
10:00am Confirmation Mass (private) Parish Hall/facebook.com
1:00pm Confirmation Mass (private) Parish Hall/facebook.com
. Parish Hall
4:00pm Mass facebook.com/BSCWV/
5:30pm Holy Communion in cars South Parking Lot
Parish Hall
Sun 10/18 | 10:00am Mass tacebook com/BSCW\/
11:30am Holy Communion in cars South Parking Lot
1:00pm Whole Parish Faith Formation ZOOM
Mon | 10/19
Tue 10/20 | 5:00pm Middle School Youth Group ZOOM
Wed | 10/21 | 10:00am Bible Study 6 Old Testament ZOOM
Noon Mass (private) facebook.com/BSCWV/
1:00pm Bible Study 6 Isaiah ZOOM
7:00pm Bible Study 6 Sunday Readings ZOOM
Thu 10/22 | Noon Mass (private) facebook.com/BSCWV/
3:00pm Bible Study for Grades 2- 5 ZOOM
5:00pm High School Youth Group ZOOM
7:00pm RCIA ZOOM
7:00pm Finance Council ZOOM
Fri 10/23 | Noon Mass (private) facebook.com/BSCWV/
8:00pm Finnell Family Stories ZOOM
Sat 10/24 | 9:00am Men's Bible Study Group ZOOM
11:00am Funeral Mass for Bunny Crockett (private) facebook.com/BSCWV/
1:00pm Ground-Breaking for Garden by HS Youth Across street (4" Ave.)
. Parish Hall
4:00pm Mass facebook.com/BSCWV/
5:30pm Holy Communion in cars South Parking Lot
Parish Hall
Sun 10/25 | 10:00am Mass tacebook com/BSCW\/
11:30am Holy Communion in cars South Parking Lot
4:00pm Holy Hour for Vocations Parish Hall

facebook.com/BSCWV/




Making a Covenant for Your Home

a summary of our FaitRormation session at Blessed Sacrament on October 4, 2020 (from Mary Odin)

Who will be a part of your covenant ou? You and your spouse? Children, grandchildren, grandparelassn

What will the central ideas be, and how will they be expressedie ideas in a covenant must be understandable to

every person involved. Aim for the level of the youngest person, and let the covenant grow and develop complexity as
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different levels of understanding.

When is a good time to work on a home/family covenan®ind a time when no one is grumpy, hungry, or tired. Our
YAYRA FYR ALANRGA OFyQild o6S Iid GKSANJI, @SlEeanydirgdiyy ddcdzh 6 2 |
before working on a covenant together. The best covenants are developed among people who genuinely trust one
another, and they need to be revisited regularly as people and relationships grow.

Where is a good place to comegether? Everyone needs to be physically comfortable and undistracted by other
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participants is a thregearold, then turning the whole procesinto a 15minute art project at the kitchen table might

be appropriate. If all the participants are older children and adults, then you might do well in the comfy furniture of the
living room or even around a campfire.

How should the covenant lookThink through the age range of the covenanters and their relationships to one another.
Consider their gifts. Is there a good writer among you? |s someone an artist? A calligrapher? Your covenant could
become a beautiful piece of artonthe wall, butcgvie y 1 & adzOK | aX aL TFT2NHAGS Yeast
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over the house. The important thing is to incorporate your coveirao everyday life and use it to guide behavior and
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Here are some specific idedsr household covenants that came from our Faith Formation participants on Oct. 4:
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Below are some examples and additional resourgesl can use to develop a covenant for your household:

https://dearchristiancounselor.org/wszontent/uploads/2015/04/Makinep-FamilyCovenant.pdf

https://mycrosswalk.org/familycovenant

https://familiesinfaithdotorg.files.wordpress.com/2012/1 1/writirg-family-missiorstatmentand-covenant.pdf

https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5329294ce4b0fcd40d92a367/t/53d90167e4b0733761a2f50d/1406730599535/F
amilyCovenant.pdf



https://dearchristiancounselor.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Making-a-Family-Covenant.pdf
https://mycrosswalk.org/family-covenant
https://familiesinfaithdotorg.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/writing-a-family-mission-statment-and-covenant.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5329294ce4b0fcd40d92a367/t/53d90167e4b0733761a2f50d/1406730599535/FamilyCovenant.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5329294ce4b0fcd40d92a367/t/53d90167e4b0733761a2f50d/1406730599535/FamilyCovenant.pdf

Thanksgiving Food Baskets

(to benefit needy families here in the So. Charleston area and the Coalburg area)

For many, many years, Blessed Sacrament parishioners havgenerously donated a wide assortment of food and
household items to benefit 25 families in the South Charleston area (through a program at Heart and Hand) and 15
families in the Coalburg/East Bank area (through partnership with Good Shepherd Chapel) every Thanksgiving.

Due to safety protocols we must consider with the coronavirus pandemic, we will not be collecting, sorting, and
distributing T hanksgiving basketsthis year as we have in the past.

Instead & We hope you will generously donate money so that we can provide Thanksgiving gifts in a new way.
Families in the So. Charleston area will receive 100 Kroger gift card from Blessed Sacrament to purchase their
Thanksgiving supplies. ($100 is the estimate of what it would take to purchase the items you have donated in the past for
the baskets.)

Families in the Coalburg/East Bank area will receive fod and household supplies through the food pantry at Good
Shepherd. Our donation to the food pantry will only be a monetary one. Volunteers at Good Shepherd will purchase the

necessary supplies and distribute them as they do with their current food pantry pick-up system.

We will need $4,000 to bring Thanksgiving gifts to 40 families. If you write a check, please make it out to Blessed
Sacrament and write OoOThanksgiving baskets, 6 0Food baskets,

Thanks You!

A Reflection and Invitation from Bob Sylvester
Recently] had the opportunity (along with Bill Petro and Don Becher) to tune in on a webinar offered by the
LYGSNYIFGA2YyFE ¢K2YlFa aSNIzy { 2 OATisid amohtdlyas¢rigshich Fof nbvBiRk & ¢ «
scheduled to be offered through February 2021.

Bonnie Thurston, a retired New Testament Professor now living in rural West Virginia, offered her analysis of letters
written between Thomas Merton and Etta Gullick, an Anglican theologi&mgland, between 1961 and 1968, on the
practice of prayer.The following is my summary of what | heard Professor Thurston say:

The most delicate of subjects is our private prayer Ri@ctices of prayer cannot be tauglecause of the truth of
GRQ& dzoAljdzAG@X LINF @8SNJ F2NJ SFOK LISNR2Y A& dzyAljdzS 6SO
with God. God is present everywhere and in everythingd @ SNJ A a4 | RA aLJ2 Hiaaithedlogicali 2 D
grace- a gift from God.The chief obstacle to prayer is too much-agtareness.Mystical prayer is beyond human
description. The best way to learn prayer is to be with people who have achieved a deep level of prayer.

I
2 |

I would like to suggest that we use this matef@l discussion at our next Merton Chapter Meeting, Tuesday, 10/20,
from 7:00¢ 8:30 pm (via Zoom).

The next Tuesday With Merton offering is Tuesday November 10, 2020, at 8:00pm ET, viChAastapher Pramuk
will be presenting atopicdeartomy héaly &2 K4 52S& D2RQA DSYRSNI I I @S (G2 ¢
CS YA Y A Y SYob darZragistér doé this webinar atww.merton.com/ITMS


https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merton.com%2FITMS&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8983fe44504b4e00307108d871fff300%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637384691386336485%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2mOqV%2F%2BwEPG%2BVvQZt18nOhuQdu%2BZR7I19w35m9TeAqs%3D&reserved=0

Next Sunday's Mass Readings 0 October 25, 2020

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time A

Reading 1 Exodus 22:20-26

Thus says the LORD:

"You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.

You shall not wrong any widow or orphan.

If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me, | will surely hear their cry.

My wrath will flare up, and | will kill you with the sword; then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans.
"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors among my people, you shall not act like an extortioner toward him
by demanding interest from him. If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, you shall return it to him before sunset;
for this cloak of his is the only covering he has for his body. What else has he to sleepin?

If he cries out to me, | will hear him; for | am compassionate."

Responsorial Psalm Psalms 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51

R.I love you, Lord, my strength.

I love you, O LORD, my strength,O LORD, my pbck, my fortress, my deliverer.

R.I love you, Lord, my strength.

My God, my rock of refuge, my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold!
Praised be the LORD, | exclaimand | am safe from my enemies.

R.I love you, Lord, my strength.

The LORD livesand blessed be my rock! Extolled be God my savior.

You who gave great victories to your king and showed kindness to your anointed.
R.I love you, Lord, my strength.

Reading 2 1 Thessalonians 1:5C-10

Brothers and sisters:

You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake.

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit,

so that you became a model for all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, but in every place your faith in
God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.

For they themselves openly declare about us what sort of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God and to await his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead,

Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath.

Gospel Matthew 22:34-40

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadduceeghey gathered together, and one of them,
a scholar of the law tested him by asking, "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"
He said to him,

"You shall love the Lord, your God,

with all your heart,

with all your soul,

and with all your mind.

This is the greatest and the first commandment.

The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments."



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/22?20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/18?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/1?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/22?34
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Our Civic Duty

y coincidence, these readings appear

during election time. They might not tell
us how to vote, but they do throw some light on
the notion of civic duty. Cyrus in the first reading
was the Persian king whose foreign policy allowed
conquered and displaced people to return to their
homelands, even though they would still be under
Persian control. In the Isaian passage, this foreign
king is called the Lord’s anointed and is blessed
by God despite the fact that he is unaware of it.
This suggests that even those who do not know or
worship the God of Israel can be competent civic
leaders as long as they work for the benefit of their
citizenry.

The Gospel story is a bit more complex. Jewish
law banned making a graven image of a person, as
was found on Roman coins. This means that those
trying to trap Jesus exposed their own violation
of the law by possessing such a coin. Jesus did
not condemn the Romans for casting such coins.
Rather, he says that political leaders deserve our
civic allegiance. How the Jews were to accomplish
this without using forbidden Roman coins isn’t
explained. But then, how civic-minded people are
to uphold complicated political and social values
today is hard to explain as well. This is one of the
challenges of belonging to a pluralist society. No
political ticket perfectly mirrors all of the gospel
values. Our civic duty is to decide which values we
should advance.

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

* How seriously do you take your civic duty?

# How informed are you about the values of the
candidates you support?

[s45:1,4-6 | 1Thes1:1-5b
Mt 22:15-21

‘ "’I P October 18, 2020
\Y/ \Z Twenty-ninth Sunday
\" ‘«’ in Ordinary Time (A)
e/
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[Jesus said,]
“Then repay
to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar
and to God what
belongs to God.”
MATTHEW 22:21
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Dem Pam C((&fll({((“‘l
J Monday
As a recovering heroin addict, do I need to go Sl

to reconciliation to confess my addiction?
Addiction is a disease, not a sin. Right?

or broken machines; each person must be valued and
appreciated in his or her dignity.

Brebeuf and Isaac
Jogues, Priests, and
Companions, Martyrs

ight, but addiction and actually using drugs are two different things. Eph 21-10
As you know, recovering addicts who don’t use drugs are still addicts, and Lk 12:13-21
that in itself isn’t a sin. But it’s against the law to use heroin in the United Tuesday
States, so even if you never committed a secondary crime to get it, getting it OCTOBER 20
- was a crime. Weekday
‘ More important, though, Eph 2:12-22
the body is a temple of the Lk 12:35-38
Holy Spirit, and it’s a sin to Wednesday
abuse ourselves in any way. OCTOBER 21
Even if it weren’t against Weekday
3 the law, your use of heroin Eph 3:2-12
§ is certainly an abuse of your Lk 12:39-48
< body. Thursday
g The sacrament of OCTOBER 22
: reconciliation is more than Weekday
£ just receiving absolution for Eph 314-21
o sins. It also helps us look Lk12:49--53
more deeply at our lives. Before you go, examine your conscience: Ask yourself Friday
how your addiction has affected your body, your life, your relationship with OCTOBER 23
God, and the welfare of others. Weekday
If you bring honest answers to those questions as well as an open heart and Sl
. % . . . ) . . Lk 12:54-59
an open mind, your conversation with your priest at reconciliation will help
you heal your relationship with God and others. You will also receive the grace Saturday
to improve your life and do things like overcome addiction so you can be a OCTOBER 24
better person. We atrlay
—Fr. Patrick Keyes, CSsR ELih 123:196
Sundaybulletin@ Liguori.org ‘
, OCTOBER 25
A WORD FROM poﬂ& Fuancis Thirtieth Sunday in
Every drug addict has a unique personal story and must Ordinary Time
be listened to, understood, loved, and, insofar as possible, Ex 22:20-26
| healed and purified. We cannot stoop to the injustice of 1 Thes 1:5¢-10
| categorizing drug addicts as if they were mere objects Mt 22:34-40

—ADDRESS TO PONTIFICAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES,
NOVEMBER 24, 2016
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Parish / Staff Contacts & Other Information

Our office hours are suspended until further notice
Address: 305 E Street, South Charleston, WV 25303
Telephone (Parish Office)304.744.5523 Emall: blessedsac@suddenlinkmail.com
Web page:www.blessedsacramentwv.org

Our Parish Staff

Pastor Rev. John H. Finnell Cell:304.377.3560 calls and texts

E-mail: snowman25303@hotmail.com
Deacon Rev. Mr. John Hanna Home: 304.935.4646 Cell: 304.389.7255

E-mail: deaconjohnh@suddenlink.net
Pastoral Associate Jeanne Haas E-mail: haasjeanne@hotmail.com
Office Manager Natalie Zellers Office E-mail: blessedsac@suddenlinkmail.com
Music & Youth Director Mary Odin E-mail: wmodin@frontier.com

Our Pastoral Council

Laura Jennings, facilitator Rick Brennan Tiffany Wilson Danny Scalise Tim Norris
Reagan Whitmyer John F. Gianola Ken Holz Jack Dever Ann Dever
Joe Jenkins Joe Gresham Matt Hayes Philip Maramba

St. PaulRadio - West Virginia.....Presents Catholicradio on:
WLUX 1450 AM Dunbar; WNUX 89.7 FM Beckley; WOUX 105.3 Parkersburg
Visit www.sprwv.orgfor a link to stream Catholic radio to a smart phone

Faith in Action of the Greater Kanawha Valley

An interfaith, wellorganized group of volunteers dedicated to helping senior citizens remain living in their
own homes by giving them a little help of various kinds. Blessed Sacrament suppoK¥ MAlia monthly
allotment from our Tithe Fund and we have hosted theipérson volunteer training workshops here. Several
of our parishioners (including our pastor) have participated in their training workshops and have gone on to
render a variety oservices as their time and ability allow. There will bértal training, online,for new
volunteers: Tuesday Oct 20 6:00pm7:30pm To inquire or register please contact:
jennifer@faithinactiongkv.com 304 881 7253

CHANGE A LIFE!

LiteracyVolunteers of Kanawha County
Teach someone to read OR Teach English as a second langudgeAfEsd yirtual training workshop for
new tutors (so you mst have access to a computer and internet to participatdl take place in 2 parts:
Sat. Oct. 24l0am¢ noon and Mon. Oct. 26 7pm9pm. To register call 304899481
Learn more about this fine organization atttps://www.literacyvolunteerskc.org/



https://www.literacyvolunteerskc.org/

Our Partners in Community Service

GABRIEPROJECANNnual Food Products Sale Order Form
Order Deadline: October 23

NAME: PHONE: EMAIL:
Category Product (Items marked witht are new products) Quantity Cost/Unit Total Price
Jams &Jellies Apricot Jam $5.00

* Dutch Apple Jam $5.00

Rhubarb Raspberry Jam $5.00

Concord Grape Jelly $5.00

Elderberry Jelly $5.00

Red Pepper Jelly $5.00

Blueberry Preserves $5.00
Cherry Berry Preserves $5.00

CranbernyPreserves $5.00

Peach Preserves $5.00

Seedless Black Raspberry Preserves $5.00

Seedless Red Raspberry Preserves $5.00

Strawberry Preserves $5.00

Fruit Spreads Blackberry Fruit Spread $5.00
(juice sweetened) | Fig Fruit Spread $5.00
Strawberry Fruit Spread $5.00

Apple Butter $5.00
Peach Butter $5.00

Pumpkin Butter $5.00

Orange Marmalade $5.00
OrangePineappleCherry Marmalade $5.00

Creamy Vidalia Onion Dressigtlon Fat $5.00
Garlic Vinaigrette with Olive Oil Dressing $5.00

Raspberry Vinaigrette Dressing $5.00

* Red Pepper Jelly Vinaigrette Dressing $5.00

* Vidalia Onion Tomato DressiqdNon Fat $5.00

Buffalo Hot Wing Sauce $5.00
Sweet Molasses BBQ Sauce $5.00

Tangy Mustard BBQ Sauce $5.00

Vidalia Onion Steak Sauce $5.00

Honey Mustard Pretzel Dip $5.00
Vidalia Onion Peach Salsa $5.00

Vidalia Onion Tomato Salsa $5.00

Apple Cinnamon Cheeseball Mix $5.00
Orange Cranberry Cheeseball Mix $5.00

White Cheddar & Chive Cheeseball Mix $5.00

* Bacon Jalapeno Cheese Dipping Sauce $6.50
* Hot Horseradish Mustarfteusable glass) $6.50

* Smoke & Fire Burger Starter & Topping $6.50

Soup Mixes Chicken Broccoli Soup $6.50
(5¢ 6 servings) Chicken Dumpling Soup $6.50

F o/ KAf f (mRditoanfegium flavét)A £ A $6.50

Creamy Potato Chowder $6.50

Creamy WildRice Soup $6.50

R

Make checks payable to: Metro Valley Gabriel Project, PO Box 11182, Charleston, WV 25339
gabrielwv.org

For more information: 304 205 5865 metrovalley@gabrielwv.org




DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
January 2020

CHARTER FOR THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

“It is greatly desired that in each diocese a pastoral commission will be established over
which the diocesan bishop himself will preside and in which specially chosen clergy,
religious and lay people will participate. The duty of this commission will be to investigate
and weigh pastoral undertakings and to formulate practical conclusions regarding them.”

Decree on the Bishops’ Pastoral Office in the Church
Vatican I1 Document, Christus Dominus Ch I, Sec III, n 27)

HISTORY

Following the Second Vatican Council and in accord with the recommendation of the Decree
Christus Dominus, on the Pastoral Office of Bishops in the Church (Ch. II, Sec. III, n,27),
and after much planning during the year of 1968, Bishop Joseph H. Hodges established the
first Diocesan Pastoral Council of the Diocese of Wheeling in 1969. The first meeting took
place on October 11, 1969, at St. Joseph Preparatory Seminary in Vienna, West Virginia,
with Bishop Hodges presiding. Composed of clergy, religious and laity of the Diocese, the
Council was expected to review the policies of the diocese, assist in coordinating and
avoiding overlap in diocesan activities, and to review the actions of other bodies such as the
Senate of Priests and the Sisters’ Council and other diocesan organizations. Being an
organizational meeting, the group determined under the Bishop’s guidance to develop a
Constitution and By-Laws and to decide upon working committees. During the course of the
meeting, Bishop Hodges provided an organizational chart of the diocese for all Council
members and spent time reviewing the theology of the Local Church as defined by Vatican
Council 1. Bishop Hodges appointed Rev. Joseph L. Murphy Secretary Pro-Tem of the
Council and Mr. Tom Bayley as Chair of the Committee to produce an initial set of By-Laws.
Rev. Bert Valdes was appointed Chair of the Committee to produce a Preamble. Before the
conclusion of the meeting, Rev. Bernard Schmitt recommended that there be some discussion
during the following meeting relative to the establishment of a system of priorities for the
affairs of the diocese.

This first Diocesan Pastoral Council continued to serve Bishop Hodges until January 1981.
As in the case of a number of other dioceses across the country, the Wheeling Diocesan
Pastoral Council struggled with the question of its identity, structure, and sense of purpose.
Being a “new” entity in the Church, the Diocesan Pastoral Council experienced all the
difficulties associated with the breaking of old patterns of thought and action not only on the
part of diocesan officials but also on the part of the faithful in general.

In a Memorandum to all diocesan organizations and department heads in late January 1981,
Bishop Hodges stated, “4 Comparative Religious Organization Study of Diocesan Advisory
Councils was the subject of a research project of the University of Wisconsin and the
Publication Office of the United States Catholic Conference.” Several dioceses, including
Wheeling, conducted individual studies and came to the same conclusion as the national



study that, as Bishop Hodges stated, “...the needs and purposes that first brought into
existence the Diocesan Pastoral Councils have changed considerably during recent years.”
After twelve years, it was time to consider alternatives and in the mind of the Ad Hoc
Commitiee, restructuring was not one of them. Consequently, at the January 16-17, 1981
meeting, the Diocesan Pastoral Council recommended to Bishop Hodges that he suspend the
Council “until such time that it could have a practical and viable role to fulfill.” Tt further
resolved that “the need for strong parish councils be recognized and respected and that they
be encouraged to continue directing questions to the Bishop or appropriate office.” On
January 23, 1981, Bishop Hodges announced the suspension of the Diocesan Pastoral
Council noting that he would “remain open to recommendations concerning a diocesan
advisery council with special concern for involvement of the laity.” After thanking all who
had been involved with the Council and acknowledging the good things that it had
accomplished, he spoke of the Mission of the Church and prayed that the Spirit would guide
and direct the Diocese in its efforts to reach out more effectively to its entire people.

The Spirit would indeed guide and direct the Diocese in surprising ways. On February 21,
1997, the now Bishop Bernard W. Schmitt would decree the initiation of the Ninth Synod of
the now Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Three years later and nineteen years after his
predecessor Bishop Joseph H. Hodges had prayed for the guidance of the Spirit, Bishop
Schmitt, following the promulgation of The Final Document of the Ninth Diocesan Synod,
announced the establishment of a Diocesan Pastoral Council whose responsibility would be
“to investigate, consider and propose practical conclusions about those things which pertain
to pastoral works in the Diocese.” The Council was established shortly afterwards and
working together with Bishop Schmitt during its first meeting fashioned the Mission
Statement for the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston based on the documents of the Ninth
Diocesan Synod. This Mission Statement was given wide distribution throughout the
Diocese and Parish Pastoral Councils were urged to model their own mission statements on
it. Under Bishop Schmitt, the Diocesan Pastoral Council was instrumental in implementing
the four major documents of the Ninth Synod. Because a Diocesan Pastoral Council is
established to assist a particular bishop, its term ends when that bishop completes his time as
Ordinary of the diocese. Having reached the mandatory age of retirement, Bishop Schmitt
submitted his letter of resignation to Pope John Paul IT in August 2003, and his resignation
was accepted by the Holy Father on December 9, 2004. With this, the Diocesan Pastoral
Council which served him ceased. On the same day, Bishop Michael Bransfield was
appointed Ordinary of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston and on February 22, 2005 was
ordained and installed as the eighth Bishop of the Diocese. Among his first acts as Bishop
was the reconstitution of the Diocesan Pastoral Council. On August 29, 2005, Bishop
Bransfield issued a decree establishing the Diocesan Pastoral Council effective September 1,
2005, and calling for the first meeting to be held on December 10-11, 2005 at Paul VI
Pastoral Center in Wheeling, West Virginia. The meeting was rescheduled because of
inclement weather and took place March 3-5, 2006 at the same Pastoral Center, Early in his
administration, Bishop Bransfield charged the Council to work together with the Presbyteral
Council to develop and submit to him a reasonable plan of evangelization for the Diocese.
Currently, this is its major task. In time, Bishop Bransfield opted not to utilize the Diocesan
Pastoral Council, and it stopped functioning.
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Bishop Mark E. Brennan reconstituted the Diocesan Pastoral Council by a decree issued on
October 31, 2019. He asked the Vicar General, Rev. Msgr. Eugene S. Ostrowski, to
implement his decision and expressed a strong desire that the lay representatives to this
Council be elected by laity.

Article I: NAME

This body shall be the
PASTORAL COUNCIL OF THE DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

Article II: NATURE

The Diocesan Pastoral Council is a consultative body established by the authority of the
Diocesan Bishop (can. 511) which truly reflects the entire portion of the people of God which
constitutes the Diocese, taking into account the different Vicariates of the diocese. As such,
the Council seeks to represent all the Catholic faithful of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
while avoiding direct representation of any individual group, body, or organization.

‘The Council shall carefully research and prayerfully discern pastoral concerns brought to the
Council either by membership or the Bishop. All formal recommendations of the Council
must be accepted and approved by the Bishop before they are communicated outside the
Diocesan Pastoral Council. Formal recommendations not accepted by the Bishop may be
discussed further, but the Bishop’s decision on all matters will be final.

Article ITI: MISSION

1) To assist the Bishop, through consultation and cooperation, in developing pastoral
priotities, initiatives, and plans to fulfill the mission of Jesus Christ within the Diocese in
the light of its existing social, economic, demographic, and cultural circumstances and
resources;

2) To act as an authentic and reflective voice of the people of God,;

3) To provide an honest and open forum of dialogue and communication regarding pastoral
affairs among the Bishop, laity, religious and clergy;

4) To collaborate with the Presbyteral Council, Parish and Vicariate Pastoral Councils,
Vicariate leadership, and Diocesan offices in furthering the mission of the Diocesan
Church;

5) To be a visible sign of the unity of the people of God in the Church at Wheeling-
Charleston.



Article IV: MEMBERSHIP

“The Christian faithful who are appointed to the pastoral council are to be selected that the
entire portion of the people of God which constitutes the diocese is truly reflected, with due
regard for the diverse regions, social conditions and professions of the diocese as well as the role
which they have in the apostolate, either as individuals or in conjunction with others.”

Can. 512 §2

Permanent members of the Pastoral Council shall be:
¢ The Bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, President Ex-Officio.
o The Vicar General of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, Chairperson.
o The Chancellor of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, Executive Secretary for
recording minutes and providing follow through on agenda items, etc. This role will be
functional rather than advisory.

Ex-officio members of the Pastoral Council shall be:
e The Episcopal Vicar for Clergy.
¢ The Chair of the Presbyteral Council.
¢ The Delegate for Consecrated Life.

Vicariate Membership:
e FEach Vicariate will elect three (3) laypersons from the Vicariate. The process for each
Vicariate is:
1. Each parish and mission will elect two (2) laypersons to form a Vicariate
Council.
2. The Vicariate Council will elect three (3) persons from its membership to
serve on the Diocesan Pastoral Council as representatives of the Vicariate,
» Vicariate members of the Diocesan Pastoral Council shall not be current diocesan
employees.

Appointed Membership:

A representative of the Deacons of the Diocese.

A representative of the Religious of the Diocese.

Two representatives of the Youth/Young Adults of the Diocese.

The Bishop may appoint other members to the Diocesan Pastoral Council as desired.
Term will be specified by the Bishop (usually three years).

TERMS

From the inception of this charter to the conclusion of the first year, each Vicariate will elect
three members: one to serve a one-year term, one to serve a two-year term, and one to serve a
three-year term, by appointment of the Bishop. Thereafter each Vicariate shall elect one new
member in the fall of each year for appointment by the Bishop.

Members shall serve a three-year term once renewable with the approval of the Bishop. After a
one-year interim, a person is again eligible for selection. Terms of new members begin January 1.






