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Calendar Raffle Winners 
 

Sunday, Feb 26th, $100 #1389 BaeƟong, Flor  
Monday, Feb 27th, $50  #3298  Moscinski, Mary 
Tuesday, Feb 28th, $50  #3457  St. Lambert Parish 
Wed., March 1st , $50   #5281  Callangan, Annie 
Thurs., March 2nd, $50  #1310  FFOS 
Friday, March 3rd, $50 #1618 Omori, Finn 
Sat., March 4th, $50 #2406 Weisgal, Lee  
First Sunday, March 5th,    
  $500 #2422 Bondoc, Rolando & Lourdes 
Monday, March 6th,  $50 #1267 Musni, Jeremy 
Tuesday, March 7th,  $50 #1288 Ducduc, Nathan 
Wed., March 8th,  $50 #2065 Shields, Erlinda 
Thurs., March 9th,  $50 #2286 Erizian, Mike 
Friday, March 10th,  $50 #1333 Lojo, Dante & Linda 
Sat., March 11th,  $50 #1270 Clemente, Virginia 
    
 
Winning raffle booklet numbers  
are put back in the hopper.  
Giving you more opportunities  
to win throughout the year! 
 
 

PRIZES:   $50 Monday through Saturday  
$100 Weekly Sunday (except 1st Sunday) 
$500 Every 1st Sunday of the Month 

You Are Invited 
St. Joseph Parish Lenten Mission 

 
Following in the Footsteps of St. Joseph 

with  
Fr. James Kubicki, SJ 

National Director of the Apostleship of 
Prayer 

 
Please join us: 

 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,  
March 20-22  

at 
 7:30pm in St. Joseph Church  

 
Monday:  Called to be a Disciple Like Joseph 

 
Tuesday:  Encountering the Merciful Heart of 

Jesus 
~~Sacrament of Reconciliation  

following the talk~~ 
 

Wednesday:  Living Our Baptismal Promises 
For more information, please call the Parish 

Office at: 847-251-0771 
1747 Lake Avenue 
Wilmette, IL 60091 

www.stjosephwilmette.org 
 

Fr. James Kubicki, SJ 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Second Sunday of Lent;  
 Daylight Saving Time begins; 
Friday: St. Patrick; Abstinence 
Saturday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem 



Dear Rev Know it all, 
 
Why are some people so caught 
up in the rules? Don’t they 
understand that Jesus did away 
with the rules? To be ChrisƟan is 
to live in radical freedom. The 
Bible says this constantly.  “There 
is no condemnaƟon for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.” (St. Paul’s leƩer to the Romans, 
Jesus said it is not what goes into a man but what 
comes out of his heart that makes him unclean. St. 
Paul tells us we are saved by grace, not by works of 
the law. Why is it that the haters keep talking about 
rules and regulaƟons when Jesus said that they 
don’t maƩer at all? The Gospel has done away with 
the law. Why do some people say we can’t love 
whom we please, but we can eat pork. Doesn’t the 
law condemn both?  
 
Yours, 
Grace Uberlaw 
 

Dear Grace,  
 
So, you would have no objecƟon if I robbed your 
house and ran off with your daughter? AŌer all the 
law forbids both, but grace must allow whatever I 
really believe is appropriate for me.  I think you are 
a liƩle bit confused. Let’s deal with that wonderful 
biblical truth that we are saved not by works of the 
law, but by grace received through faith.  “Therefore 
no one will be declared righteous in God's sight by 
the works of the law.” (Romans 3:20)  That would 
seem to be preƩy clear, unƟl you look a liƩle more 
deeply at the phrase “works of the law.” It is 
menƟoned in only two places, the wriƟngs of St. 
Paul and the Dead Sea Scrolls.   
 
There is an interesƟng scroll called “Miqsat Ma’aseh 
haTorah.” (4QMMT) One of the things discussed 
therein is the quesƟon of whether a stream of 

water, poured into an unclean clay vessel from a 
clay picture can allow the ritual uncleanness of the 
vessel to leap up the stream of water and pollute 
the clay pitcher, so that not only the vessel but the 
pitcher also must be destroyed.  I am sure that you 
remember from your reading of LeviƟcus that clay 
once made unclean cannot be purified, and I am 
sure that you regularly ponder the problems of 
ritual uncleanness.   
 
The Qumran sectaries insisted that yes, the pitcher 
would be polluted by the stream of water being 
poured into the unclean vessel. The scroll ends with 
the word, “and these are some works of the law.”  
So the phrase “works of the law” refers to liturgical 
and ritual fine points of the Torah, and not, I 
maintain, to the great ethical issue. There are 613 
points of the law recorded in Torah. Why is it that 
we obey 10 of them and scrap the rest? We don’t 
exactly scrap the rest. Many of the 613 are 
refinements and applicaƟons of the Ten 
Commandments; sƟll we don’t worry about eaƟng 
meat and milk together, or about having the 
occasional cheeseburger. (Definitely not Kosher.)  
The simple reason is that the Ten Commandments 
are reflecƟons of the very nature of God.  God is 
faithfulness, so do not commit adultery. God is 
Father, so honor you mother and father. God is the 
author of life, so thou shalt not kill.  
 
There are religions that believe God’s absolute 
sovereignty means even divine law is arbitrary. In 
other words God could change his mind about 
morality if he wanted to. If He woke up on the 
wrong side of the cloud one morning, murder and 
adultery would be just fine. We don’t believe this. 
There is a classic quesƟon, “Can God make a stone 
so big that He himself could not move it?” The 
answer of Catholicism and Orthodox Judaism is 
“No.” Well you may say, “I thought God was 
unlimited and could do whatever He wanted.”  I 
would counter that God is limited by nothing except 
by his own nature. For God to make a stone so big 
that he himself would not move it is would be like 
my standing in front of a mirror, raising my right 
arm and expecƟng the mirror image to remain 
unmoved.  

The Reverend Know-it-all 
“What I don’t know… 
I can always make up!” 
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CreaƟon and humanity in parƟcular, are the mirror 
of God. They are not arbitrary because God is not 
arbitrary, as Einstein said, “God does not play dice 
with the universe.”  I would add that neither does 
He play dice with humanity. There is a law built into 
the very nature of things. That law is essenƟally the 
Ten Commandments. It can be summed up very 
simply, “What you hate do to no one.”  I would 
rather not be robbed, so I should not steal. I do not 
like being deceived, so I should not lie.  I don’t want 
my spouse to cheat on me, so I should not cheat on 
my spouse.  It is all summed up in the words of 
Jesus, “What you hate do to no one.”  
 
The heart of the law is empathy for those around us. 
Natural law is the ability to see the humanity of 
others. Natural law is the fulfillment of our 
humanity, not a limit on our freedom. If we think 
that law is only a limit on our freedom, then we are 
like children who think we are the center of the 
world, and it’s all about me, and it is a very childish 
generaƟon that wears its baseball caps backward 
and thinks it can do what it pleases. 
 
Next week: Jesus did not come to abolish the law 
but to fulfill it. 

Office of Human Dignity & Solidarity Immigration Ministry 

 
 

The Word is a gift. Other persons are a gift 
“Lent is a favorable season for opening the doors to all 

those in need and recognizing in them the face of Christ... 
Each life that we encounter is a gift deserving 

acceptance, respect and love. The word of God helps us 
to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially 

when it is weak and vulnerable.” 
-Pope Francis, Message for Lent 2017 

 
The U.S. refugee resettlement program is a life-saving 
program for the most vulnerable of the world's refugees. 
Welcoming people fleeing violence and conflict in various 
regions of the world is part of our identity as Catholics. 
We seek to protect the vulnerable and recognize the 
human dignity of all. 
 
ACTION: This Lent ask Congress to support these 
people by welcoming them, offering assistance and 
seeking an end to the war. Send an email at 
confrontglobalpoverty.org or call your members of 
Congress: 888-562-8232. 

 
For additional ways to advocate for Immigrants and 
Refugees visit: www.CatholicsAndImmigrants.org. 

esegura@archchicago.org 
 

THE JOURNEY OF TRANSFIGURATION 
 “We used to be such good friends. How is it that 
you’ve moved so far away?” one man asked another. 
“Perhaps,” the other replied, “you have moved away.  
By standing still.” This exchange very well could have 
happened between Peter and Jesus, had Peter been 
allowed to erect tents to stay on the mount of the 
Transfiguration. He nearly succumbed to the temptation 
to stay in a place of wonder and light. But Jesus knew the 
hard truth: we are on a continual journey when we are 
walking the paths of God’s will. It is not good for us to 
stay in one place on our faith journey. Equally unhealthy 
is staying put in times of joy and wonder to avoid life’s 
difficulties, or to wallow in our trials and temptations and 
fail to be companions for our sisters and brothers who are 
also suffering—or celebrating! The pilgrim Church is 
required to do one thing on its Lenten journey: to walk 
continually with Christ as his Body born of water and the 
Spirit, seeking God’s will, helping the reign of God to be 
known on earth, being led to the end of our journey, 
transfigured for all time into the company of heaven. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Transfiguration of Jesus 
Matthew 17:1-8 
 
Jesus took Peter, James and John to the mountaintop. There, 
Jesus changed, his face shone like the sun, his clothes white 
as the light. Jesus was talking with Moses and Elijah. 
Disciples heard a voice from cloud saying "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am pleased, listen to him". 
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