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This weekend, our parish will be conducting the Annual
Catholic Appeal in pew Commitment Weekend. Please
remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal is much different
than a one-time special collection. It is a pledge campaign
where you can make a gift payable installments.

The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “Come, Follow Me...and
Share the Word,”was selected to remind us to continue to
answer “Jesus” call to follow Him in thought, word and deed
by providing the necessary contribution to fund ministries and
services to share God’s love wth many others in our Parish
and our Archdiocese.

Each pledge makes a difference! All parishes communities
participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable our
parishes, schools and ministriesto deliver needed services.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous
response.

Your St. Lambert Offertory Envelopes are available for pick up in the vestibule of the
Church. Please be sure to pick up your set on your way out. Boxes are placed in
alphabetical order.

Envelopges

If there is a change to your address, phon e number or other information, please contact
the rectory office or email Debbie at debbie.stlambert@aol.com.

NEW PARISHIONER?Call the rectory office to register or to register electronically, go to this link,
http://www.stlambert.org/reqgistration-and-other -forms, or call the rectory @ 847-673-5090.

Catholic Charitiess looking for volunteers to help sort and organize clothing in our !

Clothing Room on weekdays.
Mondays & Fridays — 8:30am-4:30pm
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays — 8:30am-12pm

Please e-mail Denise Yonkers@tonkers@catholiccharities.nei(847-376-2101) or g
Adriana Kelly (847-376-2121)&klly@catholiccharities.netif you are available to
help.

Keep forgetting your offertory envelope?

i 2
Where did | Why not use GiveCentral?

leave my . . . . .
offertory envelope? GiveCentral is a way for donors to give easily to non profit

organizations. GiveCentral is not only convenient for you, it
the lowers cost for a non-profit organization to collect credit
card, debit card and electronic checking payments online. If
you have not signed up for electronic giving please consider
doing so. It is painless and quick, so go togivecentral.org to
sign up !
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St. Lambert Parish

7th Sunday Ordinary Time

The Reverend Know-it-all
“"What I don’t know...
I can always make up!”

THE REV. KNOW-IT-ALL’S
GUIDE TO THE HOLY

LAND
PART ONE

In the church of the Holy
Sepulcher, in Jerusalem, in the
main part of the Catholikon, the
Greek Orthodox main church,
there is a strange vase looking thing about three feet
high called the “omphalos.” Omphalos is the Greek
word for navel, or belly button, for those who think
navel has to do with ships. It is claimed that here lies
the very center of the world.

| once read in a guide book that to claim to be the
center of the world is a statement that is at all points
true, the world being a sphere. | wish | could tell you
what the omphalos in Jerusalem is and whence it
comes, but | cannot. Perhaps it is an old lawn
ornament about which someone once said, “Oh, put
it over there until we figure out what to do with

it.” That is a very foolish thing to say. Once
something is located in the church of the Holy
Sepulcher it becomes very important and to move it
takes negotiations with 5 major religious groups and
the Israeli government.

There is a ladder leaning up against a window on
the ledge over the main entrance to the church. It is
called the immovable ladder. No one knows how it
got there or when, but heaven forefend that it should
be moved now. A few years back someone unknown
moved it to the other end of the ledge, causing an
international and inter-religious crisis that was
resolved only when the ladder had been moved
back to its original place of uselessness. It is there
still, serving no actual purpose. There is a moral
here, but I'm not sure what it is. Anyway, the navel
of the world is definitely right where it has been as
long as | can remember.

Though many places claim to be the center of the
world, this particular center of the world has a good
claim to the name. Until Christopher Columbus or
the Basques or the space aliens discovered the
Americas, the Holy Land was the land bridge where

Africa, Asia and Europe met. If you wanted to invade
your neighbor, the Holy Land was right on your path.
The Assyrians invaded Egypt, the Hittites invaded
Egypt, the Egyptians, indeed the Hittites and
Alexander the Great invaded everybody all by
tromping through the Holy Land, much to the chagrin
and inconvenience of the locals. In fact, the
geography of the country is a sort of invasion.

The African tectonic plate is pushing up into Europe.
The Arabian tectonic plate is pushing over into
Africa, or something like that. The result is that
Jerusalem is a city in the hills 2,500 feet above sea
level. Go due east almost 15 miles and down 3,400
feet and you come to Jericho and a little further to
the Dead Sea which is 1,400 feet below sea level. It
is the lowest place on the face of the earth, hot as
blazes and dry as a bone.

The Sea of Galilee is the lowest fresh water lake in
the world and is about 700 feet below sea level. It is
lush and green and tropical, abundant with life. The
Jordan River flows out of the Sea of Galilee into the
Dead Sea where its waters evaporate leaving
nothing behind but salt and wasteland. Go straight
up 3,400 feet through fifteen miles of desert and you
come to the Judean hills, and you cross over them
into the basin of the Mediterranean Sea and
suddenly it is wet and green and rich.

The Judean hills are pushed up right down in the
middle of the land, separating brown and rocky
desert from green farms. On the crest of this ridge of
steep hills sits Jerusalem like a crown. In the far
north, these hills turn into real mountains beginning
with snow-capped Mt. Hermon at almost 10,000
feet. All these deserts, salt flat mountains, invading
armies, religious prophets and millennia of history,
are in a place not much larger than a good sized
metropolitan area in the USA.

From Mt. Hermon in the far North to Beersheba on
the edge of the southern desert is only 200 miles.
From Jerusalem to Capernaum is only about 80
miles and this in a county that is no more than fifty
miles wide. The Holy Land, packed with history and
faith is tiny. The “Sea” of Galilee is a moderate sized
lake, 13 miles long and 8 miles wide. It too is about
700 feet below sea level. On the northwest corner
of the Sea of Galilee perches the Gospel Triangle
formed by three towns where Jesus did most of his
preaching and healing, Capernaum to Korazin to
Bethsaida two miles by four miles by five miles as
the crow flies, more or less.
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Once upon a time, the Creator of the universe, the
Being who is the source of being, fixed His gaze on
this little galaxy, on a little star at the edge of this
little galaxy, and a speck of dust spinning around
that little star, on a little town called “Little

Shoot” (Nazareth in Hebrew) in a troubled little
country. He fixed His gaze on a little girl from a poor
family and “the Word Became Flesh and Dwelt
Among Us, all in a little place that really was the
center of the world.

Rev. Know-it-all

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday:  Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Friday: World Day of Prayer; First Friday
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.

— Psalm 103:8
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® Resurrection

,, COLLEGE PREP HIGH SCHOOL
) Caritate et Veritate
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Resurrection College Prep High School is hosting
Trivia Night on Friday, March 8, 2019 at
Resurrection, 7500 West Talcott Avenue in
Chicago. The doors open at 6:30 pm and the trivia
contest will begin at 7:00 pm. The entry fee is $25
per person and there will be 8 players per team.
Participants may bring their own snacks and
appetizers. Beer, wine and soft drinks will be
available for purchase and all proceeds will benefit
the Resurrection Athletic Program. Reservations
may be made on the Resurrection website at
www.reshs.org and questions may be directed to
Mr. Eddie Kane at 773.775.6616 Ext 134 or
ekane@reshs.org.

Resurrection College Prep High School, located at
7500 West Talcott Avenue in Chicago, is the
largest all girls Catholic, Christian college
preparatory high school for young women on the
north side of Chicago. Since its founding in 1922,
Resurrection has graduated over 14,000 alumnae.
For more information about Resurrection College
Prep High School, call 773.775.6616 Ext 129 or
visit www.reshs.org.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29

Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28,
39-40; Mk 9:30-37

Wednesday: Sir 4:11-19; Ps 119:165, 168, 171, 172,
174, 175; Mk 9:38-40

Monday:
Tuesday:

Thursday: Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50

Friday: Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35;
Mk 10:1-12

Saturday: Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-18; Mk 10:13-16

Sunday:  Sir:27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-16;

1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45
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7th Sunday Ordinary Time

SUPRORT TE
CLIURGHEN
CENTRAL AND

EASTERN EURSIES

RESTORE THE CHURCH
BUILD THE FUTURE

ALBANIA » ARMENIA » AZERBAIJAN » BELARUS + BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA + BULGARIA + CROATIA » CZECH REPUBLIC # ESTONIA
GEORGIA » HUNGARY » KAZAKHSTAN o KYRGYZSTAN » LATVIA  LITHUANIA » MACEDONIA « MOLDOVA ¢ MONTENEGRO « POLAND
ROMANIA » RUSSIA « SERBIA » SLOVAKIA « SLOVENIA e TAJIKISTAN « TURKMENISTAN » UKRAINE « UZBEKISTAN

In Eastern Europe, in the Caucasus region, the
small country of Georgia nestles between Armenia
and Russia. In 1921 Georgia was taken over by the
Red Army and became one of the first countries to
be incorporated into the Soviet Union. After 70
years of oppression under the Soviet regime, the
Georgian people declared independence in 1991,
and the Church entered a new era of freedom.

No longer ruled by a repressive regime, the
Georgian people are rebuilding the Church and
society after decades of persecution. They have
made strides to heal their wounds, but work
remains to be done. Catholics in Georgia live

primarily in rural villages, where it is all but
impossible to find medical care. Vulnerable
populations like the elderly, disabled, children,
and expectant mothers suffer the most.

But because of you, this suffering is being
alleviated by the love of Christ. With your support
for the Collection for the Church in Central and
Eastern Europe (CCEE), the Church in Georgia has
worked through the network of parishes to expand
medical services to respond to the needs of these
remote villages. Many of our brothers and sisters
who live in these villages now have access to
qualified nursing services, doctors, and medication.

Your generosity is balm for the wounds of an
abandoned people. You are bringing the light of
Christ and strength of his healing so they know
that they are not forgotten.

Second Collection for the Church in Central &
Eastern Europe
March 10th
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www.uscch.org/ccee.
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More information about the CCEE and the projects it supports can be found at
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Love Your Enemies

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and

pray for those who persecute you." Matthew 5:43-44

Based on Matthew 5:43-48

ACROSS

3. A warm feeling of affection for
another person

6. Something good received in
return for good behavior

7. Any person or group that is
opposed to you

8. Something that causes harm;
meorally wrong; wicked

DOWN

1. Something that is pleasing;
morally upright
2. Persons you know and like very
much
. To talk to God

. A strong feeling of dislike for
someone or something

a bk

ENEMY EVIL
GOOD LOVE

REWARD HATE
FRIEMDS PRAY

Copyright © Sermons 4 Kids, Inc. * All rights reserved * www.sermons4kids.com




