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December 25, 2016
The Nativity of the Lord

“Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” Luke 2:1-14

ccccc

Week of December 24th—December 30th
Sat  12/24
Sat  12/24 10:00p tJames Cordo by Mom
Sun 12/25 9:00a tElizabeth & Gerard Morrongiello req
by Daughter
8:00a Open Intention
8:00a Open Intention
8:00a Open Intention
8:00a Open Intention
8:00a Open Intention

Mon 12/26
Tue 12/27
Wed 12/28
Thur 12/29
Fri  12/30

5:00p tHelen & Buddy Vallie req. by son, Jerry

Second Collection is for our Christmas Offering

Weekend of December 31st —January 1, 2017

Sat 12/31 5:00p Open Intention
Sun 01/01 10:30a TSue & Jack Tiso and Anthony &
Florence Persichilli req. by Tiso Family

Weekend Lectors

Sat 12/24 5:00p Bill Tretter
Sat 12/24 10:00p Pat/Mike Ruane
Sun 12/25 9:00a Elizabeth Quinn

P

Weekend Eucharistic Ministers 9

Sat 12/24 5:00p Shimer, Paultre, DeMaria
Sat 12/24 10:00p Bender, Zorn, Pavone
Sun 12/25 9:00a DiPasqua, Bloodgood, Ullmann

Weekend Ushers

Bill Caton  Andy Nappi
Bruce Wallace

>

<>~

Frank Rauchut
Ed Zorn

Jerry Baltz
John Sansone

Readings for the Week of December 26, 2016

Monday: Acts of the Apostles 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew
10:17-22

Tuesday: 1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1a, 2-8

Wednesday: 1 John 1:5-2:2; Matthew 2:13-18
Thursday: 1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35

Friday: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

Regular Collection December 25, 2016:
Due to early bulletin submission, the collection will
be reported next week

Scripture Reflection

“The shepherds glorified God for all
they had seen”

God wants to fill our hearts anew with joy and gratitude
for the greatest gift he could possibly give us - his
beloved Son Jesus. What can we give thanks for in this
great feast of the Incarnation? We can praise and thank
God our Father for the fact that the Son of God freely
and joyfully assumed a human nature in order to
accomplish our salvation in it. Jesus came to release the
captives from slavery to sin and to open the gates of
paradise once again. This day the Holy Spirit invites us
to make haste - as the shepherds of Bethlehem did - to
adore Jesus our King and Messiah. The Lord Jesus
Christ is our eternal good shepherd who guides and cares
for us unceasingly and who gives us abundant everlasting
life and union with the triune God - Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

The joy of Christmas is not for a day or a season. It is an
eternal joy, a joy that no one can take from us because it
is the joy of Jesus Christ himself made present in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. The
Lord gives us a supernatural joy which no pain nor
sorrow can diminish, and which neither life nor death can
take away. Do you know the joy of your salvation in
Jesus Christ?

Copyright 2016, Don Schwager: www.dailyscripture.net. Reprinted
with permission

"Glory to God i itlie Higtiest,
and o equthi peace,
goedwill loward mend
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PARISH ACTIVITIES

Novena to Our L ady of La Salette: Monday,
December 26th following the 8:00 am Mass, we
pray the 7th day of the Novena. “Our Lady of La
Salette, Reconciler of Sinners, pray without ceasing
for us, who have recourse to you.”

Children’s Faith Formation:
Classes for children resume after the
New Year. The first class will be Jan.
8th. Additional classes will be
announced. Please pray for our
students, families, and teachers If you
need to contact our Youth Formation
Coordinator, please call Gerry Nilsen at 687-9769.

Youth Faith Formation Project-Feed the Hungry
Collected food items continue being donated weekly to
the Phoenicia Food Pantry. Check the list of suggested
foods on the decorated collection box. The youth
received a beautiful “thank you” letter from the food
pantry. It’s posted on the church bulletin board. Contact
Gerry 687-9769 or Patti 688-7172. No perishable items.

GIVING TREE PROJECT: [l

Our once-bare Giving Tree with
the hopes of budding into
something “life-giving” has
transformed itself into a lush tree
as the gifts appear beneath its
branches. Thank you all for
making this transformation
possible by your generosity to
those in need this Holy Season!

Music Ministry: We wish to thank parishioners: Jean
Druffner and Joe Klug for stepping in during Dennis'
absences with their delightful and talented guitar
abilities during the year. Also we wish to thank Gilda
Klug, Agnes Laub, Pat & Mike Ruane and Elena
McWhinnie for leading the singing during Mass from
the ambo. Dennis is always happy to have others come
forward to use their musical talents during Mass when
he is away or when a song leader is needed.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration: Initiated
by Anne Shea and with the help of Fr. Raphael and
other parishioners, St. Francis de Sales hosted a Feast
Day celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe Dec 12.

Father Robert J. Bubel of Kingston celebrated the Mass.

Attendees included parishioners and residents of

Margaretville and Fleischman’s. Refreshments were
enjoyed afterwards in the Rectory!

\ MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2017: If you’d like a
Mass offered on a specific day and time,

Va please contact Fr. Raphael by phone at 688-
N \§° 5617 or an office visit. An “Intention Book”
g.:...'.. for your personal prayer requests is located
J‘ '\

on the podium in the back of the church
(near Tree of Life). Prayer requests will be
\ remembered at our Masses.

MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Parish!

As you leave Mass, please make sure you get TWO
gifts — a religious calendar for 2017 and your
family’s copy of Matthew Kelly’s book, RESISTING
HAPPINESS. We wish you a blessed celebration of
Christ present among us. Thank you for your
presence in our community!

Children’s Christmas Pageant: The children of our
Faith Formation program and their families will hold
their annual Pageant at the Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
Mass at 5:00 pm. The pageant this year is from the
short story, “Come to Bethlehem and See!” Each family
with a child present will receive a copy of our story to
follow along with the pageant. Also, the children will
help hand out candy canes after Mass (turn the cane
upside down and you’ll have the “J” for “Jesus!!!”

Annual Report on Parish Finances: Finance
Committee Chairman Mike Ruane recently distributed
a two-page report about parish spending and projections
for 2017. Extra copies are in the church vestibule.

Welcome Vicki Hall as our Parish Secretary:
Vicki started providing secretarial support to Father
Raphael and the Parish on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Vicki is also helping with our children’s Faith
Formation program. Thank you and welcome, Vicki!

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study Groups: The
next meeting dates will be Wednesday, January 11.
Schedules are listed in our parish calendar.

o
AN % o~
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Special Occasions & Celebrations
December Celebrations: May God
bless all our parishioners who have
special birthdays, anniversaries and
celebrations this month!

“Happy Birthday” Finola Ryan (12/9); Cheryl
Bender (12/14). May God continue to bless you every
day with health, love, happiness, and the best life has to
offer.

Share your good news with the parish; drop info in the
collection basket, email or contact Judy at 688-9912,
jap120@hvc.rr.com.

Father Mathew’s Book: A few copies of Fr.
Mathew’s book are still available: “Saint Teresa of Avila,
a Transformational Leader.” Cost: $15.00/book. Call
Marge Tiso 688-5898.First-come, first-serve basis!

Martha & Mary Ministry: A Ministry focusing on
helping bereaved families after a funeral or memorial
service. We continue to seek parishioners that can help
provide a dish of food. Please add your name to the list on
our church bulletin board.

NEW 2017 Missals: Please do not remove the 2017
Missals from the pews. If you would like a 2016 missal for

reviewing hymns sung at Mass, please contact Marge Tiso
(688-5898).

MERCY: A HABIT OF MIND AND HEART, PT1I

Building on last weekend’s article, here are some quotes
to help you evolve from the time-bound “Year of
Mercy” to an Era of Mercy, where giving and receiving
Mercy becomes a habit of mind and heart.

Mercy: the bridge that connects God and humans,
opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever,
despite our sinfulness. (Pope Francis)

The world will give you that once in a while, a brief
timeout; the boxing bell rings and you go to your corner,
where somebody dabs mercy on your beat-up life. (Sue
Monk Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees)

Forgiving does not mean condoning harmful actions, or
ceasing to criticize and resist them, but it does mean
tapping into a wellspring of compassion...so we can go
forward making a positive contribution. (Sister Elizabeth
Johnson. CSJ)

The quality of mercy is not strain’d,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes;
‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;
...But mercy is above this 4ceptered sway;

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,

It is an attribute of God himself;

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s

When mercy seasons justice. (William Shakespeare, The
Merchant of Venice)

I have always found that mercy bears richer fruit than
justice. (Abraham Lincoln)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy
endures forever. (Psalm 118)

While God’s mercy is guaranteed, human mercy is still
fragile. The “Year of Mercy’ was just the beginning.
We need much more practice asking for and giving out
Mercy. Will we let her enter our hearts and transform us
during this new liturgical year? Contributed by Patricia
Ruane

2017 Liturgical Calendar & Daily Readings:
The new liturgical year (Cycle A) began on the First
Sunday of Advent (Nov. 27). Download a free liturgical
calendar for 2017 that lists major celebrations, feast days
and readings cycles for Sundays and Weekdays.
http://www.uscch.org. To receive daily scripture readings
via email, click “Bible/Today’s Reading” links; scroll to
bottom of page to sign up.

Russell Abbrecht, Luisa Armani, Laureen Aversa, Jerry
Baltz, Jim Barden, Rick Bicanovsky, Kathleen Biondo,
Sheila Madera-Brown, Ellen Burmeiste, Ryan Callahan,
Liam Casey, Ben Cole, Ed Dannen, Lillian DiPasqua,
Betty Djerf, Robyn Daugherty, Iris D’ Agostino, Honey
Fecci, Ernest Fudge, Sr., Rose Fudge, David Gerdes, Lois
Giambrone, Dorothy Gorman, Jan Goyer, David Groom,
Chris Hall, Victoria Hall, Catherine Hand, Etta Hanigan,
Dolores Harvey, Fr. George Hommel, Laurie Hoy, Fr.
Raphael lannone, Jerome Jay, Arleen Kachadoorian,
Jimmy Kinns, Justin Kolb, Josephine Klonfas, Amada
Lumbaca, Nina Marino, Irene May, Josie Mclsaac, Ed
McCoy, Shelli Mellert, Helen Morelli, Diana Munch,
Gerry Nilsen, Janet Oakes, Florence Palmer, Sylvia
Persons, Franca Ravetier, John Rossett, Jon Rowe,
Catherine Ryan, Michael Ryder, Pat Ryder, Zoila Santa,
Martha Santicola, Bert Shafer, Gladys Gilbert Spiegler;
Marie Stutman, Dorothy Sylak, Fr. Phil Tran, Angie
Valentino, Stephanie Vesely, Bob Walsh, Ellen Watson,
Catherine Whitelaw. Pray for our men and women in
military service. Call the Rectory at 688-5617 to add or
remove a person’s name. Thank you for your courtesy.

491/St. Francis de Sales Parish ©2015 — Page 4


mailto:jap120@hvc.rr.com

PARISH CALENDAR

Dec 24 | Sat | Christmas Mass and Children’s Pageant at 5:00 pm

Dec 24 | Sat | Christmas Eve Mass at 10:00 pm

Dec 25 | Sun | Christmas Day Mass at 10:30 am

Dec 31 | Sat | New Year’s Mass at 5:00 pm

Jan 1l |Sun | Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God — 10:30 am Mass

Jan 8 | Sun | Youth Faith Formation classes in the Parish Hall after 9:00 am Mass
Jan 11 | Wed| Women’s Bible Study at 3:30 pm in the Fr. Gorman Hall

Jan 11 | Wed| Men’s Bible Study at 7:00 pm in the Rectory

: A Christmas Message

May the babe of Bethlehem shower many blessings upon your family and loved ones during this
Christmas season! May your hearts be filled with Christmas peace! Have a happy and blessed
Christmas to all! Fr. Raphael

No eye has seen, nor ear | Thank God for In Loving Memory

heard, what God has the blessings He In Loving Memor); of | o my dear 3
prepared for those who has bestowed on  £'4'] Barbara Caton. 3. % | husband, Tony, — FAfE
love Him. (1 Cor. 2:9) our parish and By son, William Za and beloved son, U
-- The children of may we continue to grow in Anthony.
Ellie & Larry Monachelli faith and love. — The Gormley — Angie Valentino & Family
In Loving In Loving Memory of my In Loving Memory

Let there be Memory of Jack 35\

peace on earth, | and Virginia im A

beloved wife, Al of my dear husband 5{;53
and let it begin

Harriet, our mom ‘?}. Romeo and my

o

Fleming and & brother Frank, U beloved son, Joseph U
with us. John Fleming, Jr. by by Frank Raychut, by Saveria “Honey”
The Morelli Family Veronica & Jon Rowe John, Veronica & Joseph Fecci
In Loving Memory... In Loving Memory of In Honor of my familyand | " Loving Memory of
afl, James P. Hefferan | Lawrence Monachelli friends living & deceased Vic Cammardella by
:%I and daughter and Eleanor 3 May God bless us all and. Helen & Family
U Maureen Hefferan | Monachelli. ‘g y i Id “The measure of love is to
Swezey, by Iris - Mike & Eileen f,é grant us world peace. love without measure.”

- Lois Giambrone

D’ Agostino and Family. O’Connor - St. Francis de Sales

In Loving Memory of : In Loving Memory of our «

our Parents, Marian &%{ In Loving Mer_nory Of beloved parents, John & O}} Lord, how

& Howard and 5 | my beloved wife, Josie, Frances Rauchut, magnificent are the
Grandparents, our parents, and ,:i.n Alfred & Veronica A% | works of your hands!”
Callaghan and our siblings. Grace and our Z70%5 | In Loving Memory of
Umbhey, — Dick Morra U deceased brothers H5=° my wonderful Mom
and all our Loved Ones. and sisters.

In Loving Memory

In Loving Memory of our
Prayer to the of our Parents, Jack

In Loving Memory of beloved parents, Lillian and

Patricia and afly, | Henry Miller and Mildred Miraculous Infant | & Sue Tiso and S

Terry Buchanan EE{L 2 | and William o Jesus of Prague. | Anthony & Florence U

by the Wolfrom U DiPasqua, and our - Persichilli by

Family deceased brothers. The Wallace Family Charles, Joseph, Margie,
Pam & Susan.

Spiritual Bouquets: Renewals/Changes. Call Claire 688-5155
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