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"5HSUHVHQW WKH $QJHOV 6DLQWVp
The Heavenly Role of an Altar Server, According to this Parish Priest
by Fr. Dwight Longeneckedan 28, 2019
PART |

Dear Parish Family,

As we continue our journey as a parish through this Year of Grace on The Real Presence, deepening our sense of |
6ROHPQLW\ DQG 'LJQLW\ RQ +LV %RG\ 6RXO DQG 'LYLQLW\-V 5HDONgUHYV
necker which encourages the fine role of Altar Servers. | would like to thank all those who serve at the altar anghyn a ur
our Altar Servers for aiding us in the Sacred Liturgy.

“:KDW , 7THOO 0\ $sOWDU 6HUYHUV ER\V EHIRUH ZH JHW GRZQ WR SDU\
Do the deacons and | need you to bring the bread and the water and wine to the altar? No, we could do that ourselve
need you to carry candles and the cross and hold the book? Not really. The priest is supposed to extend his reotus in pr
FDQ-W KROG WKH ERRN EXW ZH FRXOG MXVW SXW LW RQ WKH DOWdU 'l
No. We could do all that without you.

<RX-UH QRW UHDOO\ HPSOR\HG WR EH XVHIXO <RX:-UH HPSOR\HG WR K
else that we teach, you will follow. You see, all of us work together to lead the people of God in the worshif.aVGyd Q
just the priest and deacons. | rely on you not just to do those patrticular jobs. Instead, | rely on you for somataiagdar gre
nobler and more beautiful and more true.

Our worship on earth reflects the worship in heaven. What we do here at the holy sacrifice of the Mass is a kind o
echo of what goes on in heaven. There, the Lamb of God is offered in one timeless and eternal sacrifice. Themr athe sair
gels worship around the throne of the Lamb. In that city there is no sun, moon far ttiarsamb Himself is the light diat
city.

This altar you see here is a reflection of the altar in heaven. Do you see the mosaic of the lamb on the frofitzt the alta
because in heaven, the Lamb is on the throne, and here, the altar becomes his throne. The chalice in the mos$agc is a
eternal Precious Blood of the Lamb. This host is, on earth, the sign of the Eternal Bread of heaven. The priesCigian icon
the Lord® and who are yodu represent and reflect on earth the heavenly host.

7KDW-V ULJKW , ZDQW \RX WR UHSUHVHQW WKH VDLQWY DQG DQJHOV
children remind us adults of what the Lord Jesus @@ OHVV \RX EHFRPH OLNH D OLWWOH FKL
KHDYHQ p 6R MXVW E\ EHLQJ FKLOGUHQ \RX UHPLQG XV ZKDW ZH PYoWW E
represent the heavenly host of saints and angels, | want you to behave as such. Of course, | know that you arenabk yet s
know you are not angels. You fight with your brothers and sisters. Some of you are bullies and others are cowatds. Y
cheat and have bad thoughts. You disobey your parents and are selfish and unkind.

Nevertheless, you have a role to play in the Divine Liturgy, because despite all that, you are called to refleeasomethir
You are called from what you are not to become all that you shall be; and if you are struck with a sense of awexat wha
pecting of you, think how | feel, for | am a sinner just like you are, and | am called to represent Christ Himspletqithe peo

To be continued. . .

Thank you to all Altar Servers for their aid and support on our Sacred Liturgies.

Greetings and Blessings,

Office of the Pastor
5315 Tieton Dr. Yakima, WA 98908
509-966-0830
office@holyfamilyyakima.org
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Ed Weber




