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ą...your faiΜ has saved you. 
Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.Ć  
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�´�5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���$�Q�J�H�O�V���	���6�D�L�Q�W�V�µ�� 
The Heavenly Role of an Altar Server, According to this Parish Priest 

by Fr. Dwight Longenecker - Jan 28, 2019 
PART I 

Dear Parish Family, 

 As we continue our journey as a parish through this Year of Grace on The Real Presence, deepening our sense of Reverence, 
�6�R�O�H�P�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���'�L�J�Q�L�W�\���R�Q���+�L�V���%�R�G�\�����6�R�X�O���D�Q�G���'�L�Y�L�Q�L�W�\�·�V���5�H�D�O���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���(�X�F�K�D�U�L�V�W�����,���F�D�P�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���I�U�R�P���)�U�����/�Rnge-
necker which encourages the fine role of Altar Servers. I would like to thank all those who serve at the altar and in a unique way 
our Altar Servers for aiding us in the Sacred Liturgy. 

 �´�:�K�D�W���,���7�H�O�O���0�\���$�O�W�D�U���6�H�U�Y�H�U�V�����E�R�\�V�����E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�H���J�H�W���G�R�Z�Q���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�V�����,���Z�D�Q�W���\�R�X���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�\���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�W�D�U���V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���D�W���D�O�O����
Do the deacons and I need you to bring the bread and the water and wine to the altar? No, we could do that ourselves. Do we 
need you to carry candles and the cross and hold the book? Not really. The priest is supposed to extend his hands in prayer, so he 
�F�D�Q�·�W���K�R�O�G���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�����E�X�W���Z�H���F�R�X�O�G���M�X�V�W���S�X�W���L�W���R�Q���W�K�H���D�O�W�D�U�����'�R���Z�H���Q�H�H�G���\�R�X���W�R���U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�H�O�O���D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q���W�K�H���S�D�J�H���D�Q�G���Z�D�V�K���R�X�U���K�Dnds? 
No. We could do all that without you. 

 �<�R�X�·�U�H���Q�R�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���W�R���E�H���X�V�H�I�X�O�����<�R�X�·�U�H���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���O�H�D�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�����$�V���O�R�Q�J���D�V���\�R�X���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W�����H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J 
else that we teach, you will follow. You see, all of us work together to lead the people of God in the worship of God �³  �L�W�·�V���Q�R�W 
just the priest and deacons. I rely on you not just to do those particular jobs. Instead, I rely on you for something far greater and 
nobler and more beautiful and more true. 

 Our worship on earth reflects the worship in heaven. What we do here at the holy sacrifice of the Mass is a kind of distant 
echo of what goes on in heaven. There, the Lamb of God is offered in one timeless and eternal sacrifice. There, the saints and an-
gels worship around the throne of the Lamb. In that city there is no sun, moon, or stars, for the Lamb Himself is the light of that 
city.  

 This altar you see here is a reflection of the altar in heaven. Do you see the mosaic of the lamb on the front of the altar? That is 
because in heaven, the Lamb is on the throne, and here, the altar becomes his throne. The chalice in the mosaic is a sign of the 
eternal Precious Blood of the Lamb. This host is, on earth, the sign of the Eternal Bread of heaven. The priest is an icon of Christ 
the Lord �³  and who are you? You represent and reflect on earth the heavenly host. 

 �7�K�D�W�·�V���U�L�J�K�W�����,���Z�D�Q�W���\�R�X���W�R���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���V�D�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���D�Q�J�H�O�V�����7�K�D�W�·�V���Z�K�\���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���0�D�V�V���L�I���Z�H���F�D�Q�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�Ru 
children remind us adults of what the Lord Jesus said: �´�8�Q�O�H�V�V�� �\�R�X�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �O�L�N�H�� �D�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �F�K�L�O�G���� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �H�Q�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�� �R�I��
�K�H�D�Y�H�Q���µ���6�R���M�X�V�W���E�\���E�H�L�Q�J���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���\�R�X���U�H�P�L�Q�G���X�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���P�X�V�W���E�H���O�L�N�H���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���V�D�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���D�Q�J�H�O�V�����7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����V�L�Q�F�H��you 
represent the heavenly host of saints and angels, I want you to behave as such. Of course, I know that you are not yet saints, and I 
know you are not angels. You fight with your brothers and sisters. Some of you are bullies and others are cowards. You lie and 
cheat and have bad thoughts. You disobey your parents and are selfish and unkind. 

 Nevertheless, you have a role to play in the Divine Liturgy, because despite all that, you are called to reflect something greater. 
You are called from what you are not to become all that you shall be; and if you are struck with a sense of awe at what I am ex-
pecting of you, think how I feel, for I am a sinner just like you are, and I am called to represent Christ Himself to the people���µ 
        To be continued. . .  

 Thank you to all Altar Servers for their aid and support on our Sacred Liturgies. 

 

Greetings and Blessings, 

Rev. César Vega-Mendoza 

Pastor 


