Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Church

June 2, 2019

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND: /f you are sick,
homebound, or in the hospital and would like to receive Holy
Communion or would like a pastoral visit, please contact Dea-
con John McCormack by leaving a detailed message at 914-
456-6329 or calling the Parish Office at 227-1710. If you pre-
fer, you may email Deacon John at jmac1255@gmail.com.

PRAYER NETWORK: The Prayer Network is a way to have
prayers requested. Your intentions may be given to Nancy
Vaughn at prayerchain@yahoo.com to be prayed for by our
“vine” of caring people.

MUSIC MINISTRY: The Youth Choir practices on Wednesdays
from 6 to 7:00 pm; Adult Choir practices are Wednesdays from
7:30 to 9:30 pm; Contemporary Ensemble practices are Thurs-
days from 7 to 9:30 pm. All practices are in the church. For
more information, please contact our Music Director, Nina
Ricci, at nina.ricci@saintkaterimusic.org.

PARENT/CHILD CONNECTION: The Parent-Child Connection
provides a safe playgroup for young children and an opportuni-
ty for adults to share their understanding of early childhood
issues in an environment that promotes Catholic values. Please
visit our parish website to see a complete schedule.

T.L.C. TRI-PARISH TEEN GROUP: The teen group is a pro-
gram for all the high school students in the parishes of St. Den-
is, St. Columba and Saint Kateri. The program includes fun ac-
tivities such as outings and trips, service activities for the par-
ish and greater community, and opportunities to learn more
about your faith.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: New parishioners are always wel-
come. New Parishioner Forms are available in the church
narthex, at the Parish Office, or online. If you are a regular
contributor, please consider becoming a member to ensure
receipt of a tax statement at each year-end.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: The Society of St. Vincent de

Paul is the world’s most distinguished “Friends of the Poor” .

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul offers assistance to those in
need. Hotline for those in need: 227-7863.

OUR LADY OF LIFE MINISTRY: We meet monthly for prayer
and support of local life needs. Hotline for those in need:
Sisters of Life Mission: 212-737-0221

Birth Right: 1-800-550-4900

Good Counsel: 1-800-723-8331

DIRECTORY OF ACTIVITIES
Adopt-A-Night (feeding homeless)X d®a@otha @optimum.net ---Vivian LaColla

Adult Faith FormX X X X X X X X X X XX MHIH-F----------- Parish Office
Altar LinensX X X X X X X X X X X X X X &P-P-H-H-1Geraldine Natale
Altar Rosary SocietyX X X X X X X X X-M ¥ p-g-f------------- Betty Perrino
Altar ServersX X X X X X X X X X X XNK X MP#-H-F---------- Parish Office
BakingX X X X X X X X X X X X X X i X X-d®dP-D-H-H-Morraine Travia
Baptismal ProgramX X X X X X X X X X @& +F+H-6------------ Deacon Bob
Bereavement Grp..221-2741/bktbereavement@optonline.net--Lorraine Travia
Bible StudyX X X X X X X X X X X X X0Xc XpdH-H--0---------- Julie Borges
Blood DrivesX X X X X X X X X X X X-M X &-@p--e-A--—-- Dusty Maiolo
Chapel/Church CleanersX X X X X X X M ® HA+A-F--------------- Parish Office

Church DecoratorsX X X X X X X X X XvdpdHdept-H-F------- Cathy Varano
CursilloX X X X X X X X X X X X X X-K X M- H--gp-+---Ginger Fisher

Ecumenical GroupX X X X X X X X X XOXOPpHyH-------------- Dave Borges
Eucharistic AdorationX X X X X X X X % ® H-H-6--------------- Dave Borges
Eucharistic MinistersX X X X X X X X XvPrdma-F------------- Fr. Pancrose
Fund Raising X X X X X X X X X X X%-X%-X-X-$P-----------Thomas Beresford

Gardening/LandscapingX X X X X X X 4 dpepipo-------- Dennis Rosenfeld
Hospital/Homebound VisitsX X X X X dndpvero H--gDcn. John McCormack
HospitalityX X X X X X X X X X X X X X &®-P-¢-F--F--- Andrea Cirone
Joyful NoiseX X X @ X X X X X X XM X X Bb-P-H-H-F------ Heidi Reale
Kateri Can CookX X X X X X X X X XK ¥ p-Mo------------- Ellen Newhard
Knights of Columbus..914-760-1744/kmhudson3@gmail.com-Keith McCartney
LectorsX X X X X X X X X X X X X XMKTXMPAP-P-H-H-F-----Fr. Pancrose

Liturgical Minister ScheduleX X X X X @VHTHMF#t----------------- Denise Casey
Midnight RunX X X X X X X X X X X X ®PIH-+H-F--------- Parish Office
Military Families SupportX X X X X X 4w peFs----------------- Loretta Ryan

Music Ministry/Youth ChoirX X Xina.ricci@saintkaterimusic.org---Nina Ricci
Pancake Breakfast X X X X X X X X X-KX & p-#-6Robert & Ellen Newhard
Parent-Child ConnectionX Xn@2ganzupan@yahoo.com---------- Megan Zupan
Parish Activities X X X X X X X X X X-X @by - Ed & Laura Leahy
Parish CouncilX X X X X X X X X X X-IX ™pPHDHpet7-Dolores Avezzano

Prayer NetworkX X X@yerchain@yahoo.com-------------------- Nancy Vaughn
Prayer Shawl MinistryX X X X X X X X-yp @0 y-H-€--------------- Judy Horton
R.C.LAX X X X X tMH ™21.saintkateriparish.com/rcia---------- Parish Office

RCIA for Teen227-1710 x3sktfaithform@optonline.net-Dc. John McCormack
Religious Education/Family Catechesis..227-1710 x3----Dc. John McCormack
Respect LifeX X X X X X tfodifd@optonline.net------ Andrew Humphreys

Silver Linings Leisure ClubX X Xlbiasotti2000@aol.com--------- Mary Biasotti
Spirit Wind Prayer GroupX X X X X X @ Ip MAp-------------------- Pat Mackey
St. Vincent de PaulX X X X X X X X X1OYPEP@-+H--T----------- Joyce Pfirman
Teen Music MinistryX X X XirB.ricci@saintkaterimusic.org--------- Nina Ricci
+TLC+ Teen Group914-708-7331/dpbellcma@gmail.com--Dave & Kathy Bell
Ushers/GreetersX X X X X X X X X Xvdr dMdaH-H-F------------ Fr. Pancrose
Vacation Bible SchoolX X X X X X X Xyt y+Fe ------------------ Judy Horton
Widows & Widowers Club X X X X ® XOH/HG®F---------=-=-========== - Joan Lee

Prayer to Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, favored child and Lily of the Mohawks, | come to seek
your intercession in my present need: (mention it). | admire the virtues whic
. adorned your soul: love of God and neighbor, humility, obedience, patience, pur
-and the spirit of sacrifice. Help me to imitate your example in my state of life.
Through the goodness and mercy of God, Who has blessed you with so me
graces which led you to the true faith and to a high degree of holiness, pray to G

o x 77 for me and help me.
/S‘g;ﬁ%ﬁ * Obtain for me a very fervent devotion to the Holy Eucharist so that | may love

Holy Mass as you did and receive Holy Communion as often as | can. Teach me
also to be devoted to my crucified Savior as you were, that | may cheerfully bear my daily crosses
love of Him Who suffered so much for love of me. Most of all, | beg you to pray for me that | may
avoid sin, lead a holy life and save my soul. Amen.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Monday------ June 3
St. Charles Lwanga & Companions

9:00 am All Parishioners
Tuesday------ June 4
9:00 am Tony Mastreani

By Sally
Wednesday-June 5 St. Boniface
9:00 am Dominick Deliajr

By the Colucci Family
Thursday----June 6 St. Norbert

9:00 am Helen Duggan
By Maureen

Friday-----—-—-- June 7

9:00 am Frank Collins

By Pat & Bill O'Hare
Saturday----June 8

9:00 am  Priscilla Murphy
By the Borges & Rivera Families
5:00 pm  the Olson Family
By Diane McCoach
Sunday------ June 9
9:00am  the Perrino Family
By Betty
10:30am  Angelo Curro
By his wife & family
12:15 pm Peggy O'Boyle
By the Ackley Family
5:30pm  Maria & Joseph Witkiewicz
By the Witkiewicz
& Bogdan Families
2020

10TH FOR MASS

THE POWER OF PRAYER
If you would like to have your name,
or know someone who has given per-
mission to have their name, added to
the prayer list, contact Nancy Vaughn,
prayerchain@yahoo.com.

Please pray for those who are ill:
Sandy, Linda Bell, Julie Borges, Allison
Darballo,Denee DeVizio, Jeffrey Hynard,
Dariana Jimison, Denise Bell Koller,
Kate Madigan, Jessica Nenni,
Joanne Strutt, Timothy Tallo
Please pray for our parishioners

serving in the military: ii%%—\s
Mark Baaden, Jamie Babon,
Henry Borum, Michael Baibagallo,
Matthew Donnellan, Cory J. Espejo,
Timothy Fay, Thomas Finn, Nicholas
Goldberg, Brandon Gonzalez, Matthew
Howard, Kenneth Jablecki, Matthew
Jenkins, Sean Kinane, Justin Merritt,
Joseph D. Nani, Vincent Nichtern, John
Reale IV, Sean Suppo, James Tindall,
Eddie Torhan, Anthony Triano,
Matthew Walsh, Joseph Whitton

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED

MASS BOOK WI [LIPravdgs theyrergse ff ghe souls of
| N T®MN deqeqsad parishioners, and for

God's comfort for their families.

PARISH ACTIVITIES
Monday---- June 3

10:00 am  Parent Child Connection

F.F. Building: St. Therese
7:30pm  Confessions & Adoration Chapel
Tuesday-----June 4
7:00 pm  Spirit Wind Healing Mass
7:00 pm Prayer Shawl! Ministry

F.F. Building: St. Cecilia
Wednesday-June 5

9:30am Confessions Chapel
9:45 am Senior Stretch Class

Church Meeting Room
2:00 pm Blood Drive

Church Meeting Room
Thursday----June 6

1:00 pm Bereavement Support Group
Chapel/Church Meeting Room
7:00 pm Bereavement Support Group
Chapel/Church Meeting Room
7:00 pm Adult Bible Study

F.F. Building: St. Patrick
Friday------- June 7

3:00 pm  First Friday Adoration Chapel
Saturday----June 8
4:00 pm  Confessions Chapel

& KATERI'S KIDS
TETy e VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Due to the July 4™ holiday,
Kateri's Kids VBS will be held July 1°-
3"ONLY, from 9 am - 12 pm. Registra-
tion forms are available at
saintkateriparish.com and the Parish
Office. Please register by June 10",

Mar ri age Bann sPARISHINCOME REPORT . s th s th o e
L1 Eli zabeth Espi nlastwedkschllection: S6:098.00R o |} XSy gar's theme is the Parable of the
I Renee Neshei wat alastyears colfectionss6,891:00 + (f Host Sheep. Call Judy Horton, 226-
8987 for info.
JUNE 9, 2019 LITURGICAL MINISTER SCHEDULE
Mass Lector Eucharistic Ministers Altar Servers
Saturday John Reale I Jean Bartoes, Rosealice D'Avanzo, Nicholas Bielanos, Patrick Tirch,

5 pm - Fr. MacDonald

Cheryl Gallina, Marie Sanchez, TBD

Nadia Zerafa

9 am - Fr. Pancrose

Tony Pulliam

McKinney, Debbie Outman

Dave Borges, Ray Cavallo, Cindy

Jakub Mlynarski, Martin Mlynarski,
Kayla Outman

10:30 am - Fr. MacDonald

Sam Varano

Rich Hagan, Kathleen Herlihy,
Patrick Herlihy, Greg Wiley

Diana Allgaier, Nicolas Bergamini,
Patrick Mattia

12:15 pm - Fr. Pancrose

Michael Pasquarella

Debbie Scianimanico

Anne Anderson, Maximillian Torres,

Robbie Kelly, Sean Kelly, Kailey Torres

5:30 pm - Fr. MacDonald

Bernard Zerfas

TBD, TBD

Angela Bava, Patty Mahoney, Alice Pitz,

Amalia Nunes, Grace Walker,
Declan Wood
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From the P

Last Saturday, Cardinal Dolan ordained six men
to priesthood in St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Five of them
will be ministering in the parishes of the Archdio-
cese of New York and one will live the Franciscan
religious life. We included them in our weekend's
prayer of the faithful. | read the details in Catholic
New York and couldn’t help thinking about my own
ordination and priestly vocation. Feels like, it was
just yesterday. They say that you don’t feel the
passing of time when you have fun. It is true in my
case. Thirty one years, come and gone just like yes-
terday.

Would anyone consider becoming a priest or reli-
gious in modern times when the whole world is sub-
merged in material comfort and worldly pleasures
and the Church is steeped in clergy sex abuse scan-
dal? Would any parent even suggest to their chil-
dren to consider a call from God to dedicate their
lives as a priest or religious? We encourage them to
consider the vocations of serving the community as
firefighters, police officers and so on but do not
sufficiently promote vocations to priesthood and
religious life. But history proves that in times of
rampant corruption, scandals and struggles in the
Church God brings up men and women of extraordi-
nary strength to lead the Church.

My own mother discouraged me when | was nur-
turing a desire to become a priest in fifth grade be-
cause she did not find me particularly virtuous. But,
my parents prayed hard daily for me when | joined
the seminary. My villagers told me loud and clear
that | shouldn’t be thinking of priesthood because |
didn’t fall into that pious kid category. After | joined
the seminary at age fifteen my superiors many a
time doubted that | have a vocation to priestly life.
Here | am, after thirty one years living a joyful life
by the grace of God embracing people of God wher-
ever | am. God calls us and if we respond he will
straighten us and make us useful for him. All | can
say is pray always for an increase in vocations to
priesthood and religious life. Encourage our children
to desire it and be open to it. God will take care of
the rest. May God bless our parish with many voca-
tions to priesthood and religious life. Pray for all
priests and religious to be faithful to their call.

ast

oelpous'Educhn News D e S

First Holy Communions
We invite all of the First Holy Communion Students to wear
their First Holy Communion outfits to Mass on either June
22" or June 23", for Corpus Christi, The Feast of the Most
Holy Body and Blood of Christ. There will be a special pro-
cession after the 10:30am Mass.

Re-Registration
Please stop in the office or call the office if you still need to
register for 2019 - 2020 classes.
Our Office will be closing for the summer on June 14",

Confirmation Students
Please return forms this week;
all forms were due on May 16™.

June Office Hours
Mondays - Thursdays, 10:00am — 4:00pm.
Our Office will officially close on June 14",
we will re-open in August.

ST. KATERI BIBLE STUDY
We meet Thursdays at 7 pm in the Faith Formation Build-
ing. Call Julie, 223-3658.

JUNE BLOOD DRIVE
We have a Blood Drive coming up on June 5" in the
Church Meeting Room from 2 - 8 pm. We will have sign ups
after all Masses this weekend. Please come out and donate
for this very worthy cause. Any questions, please contact
Dusty Maiolo at 590-1601.

FATHER@ DAY CARDS AVAILABLE
Cards are available for Father's Day, June 16"’, in the Nar-
thex. Take a card to sign and give; write the names of the
men you wish to remember at Mass on the enclosed enve-
lope. Returned envelopes will be placed on the altar.

JUNE HEALING MASS

A healing Mass, with a free flow of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, will be held Tuesday, June 4”’, at St. Kateri. Guest cele-
brant will be Fr. Bill Cosgrove, previous pastor of St. Denis,
current pastor of St, Augustine in New City. Praise and wor-
ship begins at 7 pm; mass at 7:30. Adoration and individual
prayers for healing following Mass. The event is sponsored
by Spirit Wind Prayer group of St. Kateri. All are welcome.

Calendar notes: Fr. Richard McAlear Healing Mass is Sat-
urday August 3" at 11 am. For info on the Conference and
Pentecost vigil Mass Saturday, June 8"’, visit catholiccha-
rimaticny.org. For info, call Pat or Joe at 845-440-3519.

Join us at 9 am Daily Mass
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-t TRI-PARISH NEWS: ST. COLUMBA, ST. DENIS, ST. KATERI
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. If you need to reach us for assistance, or would like to volunteer to become a
member of SVDP, please call us at 227-7863. This week the pantry is in need of: oatmeal, toothbrushes/toothpaste, salt and deo-
dorant (women). Without your assistance we would not be able to help those in need. Next meeting: Wednesday, September
11" at 7pm in the St. Columba Convent Meeting Room. Visit svdpfoodpantry.org

THE SILVER LININGS LEISURE CLUB ACTIVITIES
All the following events take place in the St. Kateri Mitg. Room:
1 Our FREE weekly Senior Stretch Class takes place as usual on Wednesday, June 5"’, 9:45 - 10:30am. Come join us.
1 Our final Movie Monday of the year takes place on June 10" and will feature the story of St. Anthony of Padua. (95 min) Film

at 10am , with refreshments available from 9:30 on.

1 Our trips to Kingston, the Botanical Gardens and Boston are now all full! Those who signed up will be receiving email remind-

ers and details as the trips get closer.

1 Our final Catholic Classics Book of the Month Club Meeting will take place on Thursday, June 27" 10-11am . We'll be discuss-
ing The Interior Castle by St. Teresa of Avila. All are Welcome!
Please contact Mary Biasotti, mlbiasotti2000@aol.com, 845-297-9310, for more information about our activities or to be placed

on a wait list.

OUR SANCTUARY LAMP
The Sanctuary Lamp, which is next to our Tabernacle, is a
sign of the Real Presence of Jesus, the Light of the World in
our Parish Church. In accordance with tradition, this candle
may be dedicated in honor or, in memory of, a particular
person or persons, or for a special intention. The customary
offering for this weekly dedication is $20. Anyone who
wants to make arrangements for dedicating the Sanctuary
Lamp should contact the Parish Office at 227-1710.
BREAD AND WINE
Offerings are being accepted for the Bread and Wine for
the week in memory of your loved ones. The customary
offering fee is S20. Call the Parish Office.

STEUBENVILLE YOUTH CONFERENCE, JULY 19-21
St John@ University, Queens, NY

The cost is S275 per teen (we fundraise to cover most of
the cost). A S50 deposit is required to register. This yearQ
theme is Belong: “See what love the Father has bestowed on
us, that we may be called children of God.” -1 John 3:1. Visit
the Steubenville Youth Conference website. Call St. Denis
Rectory at 227-8382 for info and to reserve a spot.

— LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC MEDIA CDS
ﬁ Order CDs at saintkateriparish.com. Call Dusty Ma-
iolo for information at 845-590-1601.

ST. KATERI PARENT-CHILD CONNECTION
June 3rd is our final meeting at St. Kateri. Father's Day
Craft. June 10th we will have our closing celebration at the
East Fishkill Rec. Contact Megan Zupan at megan-
zupan@yahoo.com.

NY ARCHDIOCESE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
NYC AREA CONFERENCE 2019

The Archdiocese of New York Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal Service Team invites you to our NYC Area Conference,
Saturday, June 8", 10 am-5 pm, at St. Jean Baptiste High
School Auditorium, 173 75 St.,, New York, NY. Admission:
525 a person (includes continental breakfast, buffet lunch,
and conference). Theme: Lord Deliver Me! Speakers: Fr. Vin-
cent Druding, "Deliverance Ministry: The Why and How Of
It" and Fr. Chris Argano, "Discernment Of Spirits: To Protect
Ourselves" and "How Do We Live In the Spirit In A Hostile
World?". Visit CatholicCharismaticNY.org/ny-arch-nyc-area-
conference for details, flyer, and registration or call (845)223
-5653, no later than June 5.

RELAY FOR LIFE
The 2019 RELAY FOR LIFE is on June 8" at Arlington High
School from Noon-10 pm. For info, call Dusty Maiolo at 845
-590-1601.

SAVE THE DATE
Join our Parish Picnic Sunday, September 22”"', after the
12:15 pm Mass. The Chain Gang Band will be playing again.
Picnic details to follow.

GOLDEN AND SILVER WEDDING MASS CELEBRATIONS
Couples celebrating their 25" or 50" wedding anniver-
saries are invited to Mass at St. Kateri on Sunday, June 16"’,
at 10:30 am. Call the Parish Office to register.

ST. MARY'S PARISH HEALING MASS
To celebrate the season of Pentecost this year, Fr. Adolf
Occeno will pray for the outpouring of he fire of the Holy
Spirit on all who attend Thursday, June 20" at 7:30 pm at St.
Mary's Fishkill. The service will immediately follow the cele-
bration of the Holy Eucharist. All are welcome.
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SHOW OUR GOVERNOR THAT NEW YORKERS ARE PRO-LIFE

Attend the March for Life NY in Albany on Monday, June
3" which begins at 11 am with prayer at the Children's Me-
morial at the NYS Empire Plaza, followed by a march to the
Capitol Building for a rally with pro-life speakers. Rally ends
at 3:30 pm. Bus transportation departing from Poughkeepsie
with a pick up in Red Hook available. Adults S16; students
S12. For details and to reserve your seat, call Maureen, 845-
853-6529 or email: DutchessNY4Life@gmail.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
ADULT BACKYARD OLYMPICS

Knights of Columbus presents Adult Backyard
Olympics, Saturday, June 15" to raise money for
wheelchairs and other causes including Dutchess County 10-
13 Foundation, 105" Airlift Wing Alumni Association and
Hudson Valley Guns & Hoses. Registration: 11:30 am- 12:30
pm, start: 1 pm, 339 Route 82, Wappingers Falls. Cost for a
four person team: $50/person/S200/team. Includes a 50/50
raffle and BBQ lunch. Events: Horseshoes, Ladder ball, Corn
Hole, Can Jam, Nerf Football, Ping Pong, Frisbee, Bocce,
Bounce Ball, Baseball Pitch, and Lawn Darts. 1°" prize: 4 Yan-
kee tickets, 2™ price: 4 Renegades tickets. Contact Peter Cas-
sidy, 845-742-2892 or Cassmem@aol.com. Rain or Shine.

UNITED WORLD WEEK
COMING TOGETHER AND BUILDING COMMUNITY

The Youth Center for North America, a branch of the Foco-
lare Movement, will sponsor a week long seminar (June 9"-
16"’) for young adults ages 18 to 27 at Mariapolis Luminosa
in Hyde Park, NY. Entrepreneurs and stakeholders from vari-
ous fields will present workshops on finding meaning in the
workplace, ethics and personal finance management. Come
and discover new ideas, hear about concrete actions and be
part of a network! Visit ycna.focolare.us/uww2019, or con-
tact: youthcna@gmail.com

CATHOLIC COUNSELOR AVAILABLE

Roger Szafranski LMSW, is an experienced clinical social
worker who has worked with children, adolescents, adults
and families in both clinical and school settings. Roger has
offered to meet with any of our parishioners who may be
having difficulties dealing with personal, family or profes-
sional issues which may be causing stress, anxiety, and/or
depression that may be impacting your life, marriage and/or
relationships. You can meet privately with Roger here at the
church, and confidentiality will be assured. Roger is offering
his services free of charge and in complete confidence. Con-
tact Roger at roger57@frontiernet.net or 845-416-8993.

FORMED
Enjoy the free parish subscription to formed.org. Register
with parish code ZHXWPZ to access June features such as the
movie: Hostia, listen to: The Lamb's Supper, study: Presence,
read: Sacraments in Scripture, for Youth: Sacraments, for
children: The Bread of Life, and for Spanish: PRESENCIA.

ASCENSION OF THE LORD

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

Jesus had appeared many times to his disciples after his res-
urrection. On this final occasion, JesusQleparting message is
that they will soon receive the Holy Spirit to strengthen
them in their work. No sooner does he say this, he is taken
up to heaven before their eyes.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23

Paul prays that God may grant wisdom and enlightenment
to the Ephesians so that they may know the great hope to
which they are called. Every power has been given to Christ
who now reigns in heaven. He is the ¢head of the church,
which is his body.€

Gospel: Mark 16:15-20

Jesus tells His disciples that with His death and resurrection
scripture has been fulfilled. As witnesses, when the Holy
Spirit comes upon them, they will go out and teach in the
name of Jesus, repentance and forgiveness to all nations.
Then Jesus led them out, raised His hands and blessed them
and was taken into Heaven.
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A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS

HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly

Seventh Sunday of Easter or The Ascension of the Lord
June 2, 2019

“The witnesses laid down their cloaks at the feet of a
young man named Saul. As they were stoning Stephen, he
called out, ‘Lord Jesus receive my spirit. Then he fell to his
knees and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord do not hold this sin
against them,” and when he said this he fell asleep.”

On many occasions we are touched by an event. Some-

one does something heroic, or shows great kindness. We
might not remember their name or the circumstance. The
two individuals singled out by St. Luke, we remember one for
his heroism and one for his eventual conversion.
The deacon Stephen suffered martyrdom. Saul, eventually
met the Lord and became the great St. Paul. Like Jesus at
Calvary, Stephen entrusted his life to the Lord and offered
forgiveness for his murderers. The persecutor became the
great preacher and apostle.

As we reflect upon the life of the early church, may we see
that Christians are persecuted in countless places today.
Martyrdom continues in Syria, Iraq. St. Oscar Romero in El
Salvador, and the Oklahoma priest Blessed Stephen Rother,
in our own time tell us the blood of Christians is still being
shed. As members of the body of Christ, we pray for all who
suffer as victims of religious oppression, and offer our own
forgiveness to those who offend us.

Jesus promised the apostles and promises us: ‘stay in the
city until you are clothed with power from on high.’


http://www.formed.org
http://www.ycna.focolare.us/uww2019

