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Today being the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we celebrate Christ who came to sow the seed of the WORD OF GOD in
our hearts and the world. Through this celebration, the Church urges us to re-evaluate our relationship with the WORD
OF GOD, which His ministers and Christ representatives sow in our hearts. We must also re-evaluate our souls' fertility
and how much fruit we allow this WORD to bear in our life.
See, how appropriate it is this middle of summer to hear readings from Scripture that speak of the fruitful earth. Even
during this pandemic, we still see the green color coming out of our garden. The summer rain and sun nourish trees and
grass and flowers. Now, what can we learn from this amid what all we are facing now?
Isaiah's poetry and Jesus' parable tell us in complementary ways the power of God's Word. Like we hear in the Scripture
from the Hebrew says, “For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and
pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and
intentions of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12. The word of God has indeed proven itself to be sharper than any two-edged sword.
It separates the truth from the lie by sharply cutting to the quick. It can cause someone to sharply change the direction of
their life when its admonition is applied in one’s life. Just as a sword can save a life so can the application of bible truths.
First Reading Isaiah 55:10-11 extols its fruitfulness, the Lord promising that it will flower just as the fertile earth does
when watered by rain or snow. " ... do not return there till they have watered the earth" (verse 10). God cares for our world
by sending rain to make it fruitful. He cares for us by sending us His Son, the word made flesh.
Matthew, the evangelist, compares the Word of God to a seed falling into the ground. It might seem (from Matthew 13:123), that Jesus taught in parable to prevent His hearers from understanding. But such a purpose is entirely alien to the
character of Jesus. Jesus used parables as an effective way of teaching. Those who were open to Him received more.
Those who had closed their minds against Him received less. The fault lay not with Jesus but the receiver.
Second Reading (Rom 8:18 - 23) tells us about the glory which awaits us in the next life. That it far outweighs anything
we could suffer in this life.
The above passage again serves as a summary of this prophet's message to a people who suffered greatly during years of
exile from their homeland. The worship of human pride and its misguided agendas led them only to ruin and hardship.
Mortal plans are no match for God's plan. If people learn to trust God's Word about all world, everything will go
smoothly.
Just take a look at the cycle of life used by Isaiah with the rain and snow. They fall from the heavens, enabling the growth
of plants and trees, which abundant in oxygen, fruits, and vegetables, and rivers and lakes, which they full of life-giving
water. They evaporate to return to the heavens where the cycle can begin anew. Jesus tells the crowds of the cycle (period)
that starts with a seed. When it falls onto the fertile soil, it produces fruit. What originated as a handful of seeds can now
feed dozens. The cycle keeps going. Our Lord Jesus explains to His disciples that the seed is the word of God. When the
seed lands on fertile soil, the word digested by someone who understands it, takes it to heart, and spreads it on to others,
making more disciples inspired by this same word.
At the beginning of His Gospel, John identifies Jesus as the Word. Jesus came down from heaven, gathered disciples for
His mission, suffered and died our sins, then returned to the Father in glory. The rain, the seas, and the word, Jesus Christ:
all have come down to earth as gifts from God, giving us life and nourishment, sustenance and delight, purpose, and
mission in our journey through life.

