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What do you know about Saint Vincent de Paul Society in our Parish?
The Vincentian Family is a worldwide, living reality. Countless persons live and breathe the spirit, tradition, and
spirituality of "the Apostle of Charity and Father of the Poor," Saint Vincent de Paul.
It is a newly formed Society in our Parish that assists our sisters and brothers in need. Since June, after an eight-hour
workshop in our Parish Hall, which ended with the induction ceremony of new members, they have been working
tirelessly, bringing food both perishable and non - perishable to those in our community who need help. Some of you have
supported and encouraged the members to let them know when they need help. Also, many people already have donated
money and their time, especially during this pandemic, to help prepare and bring cooked food to those, for instance, who
had no light during the last storm (Isaias). Bringing food to those in need is just part of what they do. The society also
visits the lonely. Those in prison, and those in the hospitals. They generally look out for those in any kind of need and
endeavor to bring some succor to them.
The group meets once every two weeks on Wednesday to pray and discuss ways to help those in need. Sometimes, they
talk about how to get a means of transport to get the food items to people from the Stores have donated to us. But they
always begin their meeting with prayer and a brief reflection from the Scripture. Their Handbook stresses the
Fundamental Principles:
• Spirituality - bearing witness to Christ and His Church
• Friendship - bringing together people of goodwill to assist
• Service - establishing contact between its members and those who suffer.
If you feel you can help in any way, please feel free contact any of the Officers:
President: Gabriel Cardoso
Vice President: Martha Salazar
Secretary: Dianne O' Rourke
Treasurer: Aaron Tapia
Procurator: Angelica Oliva Maritza
This Charitable group is working in the name of The Church of Immaculate Conception - St Mary's with a separate Tax
ID as a non - profit organization. Just in case you consider what to donate and will need a copy for tax purposes, you can
contact them. Confidentiality is critical in any discussion in this group.
Remember this quote by St Teresa of Avila:
"Christ has no body but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which He looks
compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which He
blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are His body, Christ has no body now
on earth but yours."
On the other hand, Saint Louise de Marillac and St Vincent de Paul co-founded the third organization, the Daughters of
Charity, in 1633. Its primary purpose was to honor Christ by serving Him corporally and spiritually in the persons of the
poor, the sick, the imprisoned, the young, and others in need.
If you wonder where the monthly donation of the food item we collect every first Sunday of the month goes to, contact
any of the above members (Officers), they will tell you more about it.
Finally, I wish to say that it is because of this Society of St Vincent de Paul Society that you can see our Parish Garden
beautiful now. One good thing leads to another. One of the Parish Hall rooms, the Society of St Vincent de Paul, is using
as a storage room is just behind our parish Hall as you walk through our pretty Garden. Thanks to all those who stepped
up to support that particular project a couple of weeks ago. We can now see how useful our Parish Garden has become
and has provided space for an outdoor gathering during this COVID - 19 pandemic.
May the good Lord continue to bless the little effort we are making during this pandemic through His name, Christ, Jesus
Our Lord. Amen!

