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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time            November 19, 2017 

The Parishes of  

MALLIA'S MOMENTS 
by Fr. Joe Mallia 
 

 This week we will gather as a 
country to give thanks to God for the 
blessings that we have received.  To 
some, the thought that this is not a 
feast about family gathering to watch 
football may be surprising, but it is 
really about giving thanks to 
God.  The gathering of family and 
friends is a wonderful thing, but we 
can't lose sight of the fact that the 
early people who celebrated this day 
were people of faith and knew 
clearly to whom they were grateful 
for and not just what they were 
grateful for.  Over the years the 
focus has changed in dramatic 
ways.  We have people who focus 
on what they are grateful for what 
they have with no connection to the 
whom part; we have people who 
simply see it as a holiday to gather 
together and those who look at it 
only as a start to Christmas  
(surely not what the pilgrims were 
concerned about). 
 

 I struggle when I see people 
celebrate holidays with no 
connection to the past or what 
lessons we should be learning for 
the present.  Those pilgrims would 
probably have no clue to what we 
were doing if they could come back 
and see our celebration.  Most 
people have no real understanding 
of the struggles the early settlers 
faced in coming to a new land and 
trying to create a life out of 
nothing.  Many people who left 
England died along the way or did 
so over the years due to starvation, 
lack of proper shelter and 
disease.  Is it any wonder that they 
gave thanks to God once they had 

established themselves in a way that they could actually sustain their 
lives?  Today the issues revolve around how big do we need the 
turkey, where will everyone sit and do we really need to invite the 
relative that seems to always make everyone mad?  Times do 
change don't they? 
 

 So, when the time comes to say what we are grateful for before we 
dive into the various foods that have been prepared for our feast, 
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Sunday Masses:   
Saturday -  4:30 p.m.             Holy Family Memphis 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Holy Family Memphis 
 

Daily Masses:   
Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. & Friday - 8:00 a.m. 
Adoration on Fridays following Mass until 9:30 a.m. 
Adoration on First Fridays until 8:00 p.m. 
 

8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., before 7:00 p.m. evening Mass 
Saturday, 3:00 p.m. in the Church, or by appointment. 
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Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the parish office 
to schedule a baptism.It is 
recommended that parents 
seeking Baptism for their child 
attend two baptismal preparation 
classes.

Sacrament of Marriage:  
 

In accordance with the guidelines of the Province of 
Michigan, engaged couples must contact the Parish 
Office six months prior to the desired date of marriage 
and complete required preparation.  

Sacrament of the Sick: 
 

Notify the Parish Office 
of any need for hospital 
or home visits.  

Bulletin Submissions Deadline:  12:00 p.m. on 
Friday for the following weekend; deadline changes 
near major holidays. Please submit electronically to  

staugustinerichmond@comcast.net or   
cwullaert@holyfamily-online.org.  

Announcement deadline: Thursday 5:00 p.m. 
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Kaleb Leenknegt
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Holy Day Masses:   
6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.  



Page 3 November 19, 2017 

what will our answer be?  Will we be grateful to God 
for our faith, the opportunities we have to express 
our faith and for our lives?  Will we be thankful for 
our family, even the ones we do not like so 
much?  Will we be thankful for our country, the 
people who protect us and the opportunities we 
have here?  Will we be thankful for the understanding 
that we are not perfect, our country has problems and 
that nothing is perfect, but we can always have a 
chance to make it better?  Will we be thankful enough 
to enjoy the people around us and not focus on the 
sales at stores that could care less if their employees 
can share the day with their families but only on the 
profits they will make?  Will we be thankful for the 
football game that allows us to all be in the room at the 
same time and share in the ups and downs of a game, 
but at least we are together?  Will we be thankful for 
those relatives of ours who left their homes in far off 
lands and took the chance to come here with nothing 
in their pockets and little knowledge of what they would 
face in the hope that we would be where we are today, 
with what we have today?  And in the end, will we just 
be thankful that we are loved by others and by God. 
 

 I know that I am thankful to God 
for you.  You have welcomed me 
and been willing to work with me 
and teach me how to serve you 
best.  My time here is a true blessing 
for which I am grateful each 
day.  May the Lord in his goodness 
bless you abundantly and fill you 
with peace.  God bless you all. 
 
Upcoming changes 
 

 Just a reminder that there will be some changes to 
the process of receiving communion at St. Augustine 
and to the time for confession.  Please follow the 
directions of the ushers and keep reading the parish 
paper to keep up with upcoming events. 
 
Have you read? 
 

 I strongly urge you to read through the whole of 
the parish paper each week so that you are aware of 
what is going on and what is coming up at our 
parishes.  The parish paper is the way most 
information is updated and disseminated to the vast 
majority of people even though we have a web 
page.  That is why I urge you to always take a paper 
home with you and take an extra one home for those 
who are not able to come to mass.  Please help 
spread the news and the good word about our 
parishes.  Thank you. 
 
Have a great week and see you in Church. 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Monday, November 20, 2017 

12:00pm to 6:00pm 

St. Augustine Parish Hall 

68035 Main Street, Richmond Township 

Sponsored by K of C Richmond 

To schedule an appointment, visit red-

crossblood.org (sponsor code: kofcrichmond) 

or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

This weekend, our parish is taking up a 

special collection to support Catholic 

Charities of Southeast Michigan 

(CCSEM), which is the social justice arm 

of the Archdiocese of Detroit.  
 

As you may know, CCSEM provides valuable services and 

programs that bring help and hope to our brothers and sisters 

most in need. CCSEMôs many ministries touch the lives of 

more than 20,000 people each year. Perhaps you or a loved 

one has benefited from its behavioral health, adoption and 

foster care services; outreach to the Hispanic community; or 

services for senior citizens and caregivers.  
 

Please prayerfully consider the most generous gift possible 

and complete a special collection envelope in church today. 

Your gift will ensure CCSEM can continue to bring the love 

and mercy of Jesus Christ to those in need, regardless of their 

race or religion, culture or creed. 
 

You may return your special collection envelope during the 

collection, drop it off at the parish office. 
 

For more information about CCSEM or to make a donation 

online, please visit ccsem.org. 

Mass of Thanksgiving 
 

Archbishop Allen Vigneron will celebrate a Mass of 

Thanksgiving for the beatification of Father Solanus Casey at 

Most Blessed Sacrament Cathedral from 4-6 p.m. next Sunday, 

November 26. 
 

The Beatification Mass for Father Casey is this Saturday at 

Ford Field. A member of the Capuchin Franciscan Order of  

St. Joseph, as well as one of the founders of Detroitôs Capuchin 

Soup Kitchen, Father Casey was renowned for his miraculous 

cures, compassionate counsel, and service of the poor. Pope 

John Paul II declared him as ñvenerableò in 1995.  His 

beatification, at the direction of Pope Francis, is a significant 

step toward his canonization as a saint. 
 

Everyone is invited to this Mass of Thanksgiving at the 

cathedral, thanks to your gifts to the Catholic Services Appeal. 
 

For more information about CSA-funded ministries, programs, 

and services, please go to www.aod.org. 

http://www.aod.org/



