WHY WE OFFER MASSES
FOR THE HOLY SOULS
From 2 Maccabbees12:39-46:
“Judas and his companions went to gather up the bodies of the fallen and bury them with their kindred
in their ancestral tombs. But under the tunic of each of the dead they found amulets sacred to the idols
of Jamnia, which the law forbids the Jews to wear. So it was clear to all that this was why these men
had fallen… Turning to supplica on, they prayed that the sinful deed might be fully blo ed out. [Judas]
then took up a collec on among all his soldiers, amoun ng to two thousand silver drachmas, which he
sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacriﬁce. In doing this he acted in a very excellent and
noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrec on in mind; for if he were not expec ng the fallen to rise
again, it would have been superﬂuous and foolish to pray for the dead. But if he did this with a view to
the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious
thought. Thus, he made atonement for the dead that they might be absolved from their sin.”
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Indeed, God did answer the incongruity of death
by offering his own Son in expiation for sin so that a
holy people could enter his presence both now and, in This Monday, May 3rd, our book for Mass intentions in
2022 opens. See this bulletin for details.
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