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With the help of Godõs grace, we form the mind, body, and spirit of each child 

within our school family; we form children to be  

Leaders for Christ. 

Upcoming Events 

¶ Nov. 11 -  Fall Dinner 11am-2pm 

¶ Nov. 30-Dec. 1 -  SPPS Basketball Tour-
nament 

¶ Dec. 16 -  Christmas Program 2pm 

¶ Jan. 27ï Feb. 2ð Catholic Schools 

Week 
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Houses of Virtue 
 

There are a number of reasons why I really like our new house 
system at Sts. Peter and Paul School: it provides a community within 
a community, it encourages healthy competition, and it gives another 
opportunity for our older students to serve as mentors and leaders 
for our younger students. From a Catholic perspective, though, the 
houses help us to focus on perennial standards of good living: the 
virtues. 
Each house, by its title, encourages the students that are a part of 
that house to focus on a particular virtue or moral quality.  (The 
names are sometimes foreign, but that helps make it fun and exotic 
for the students.) Reveur encourages creativity, ñout of the boxò 
thinking. Amistad urges its members toward love and friendship. 
Altruismo supports generosity and those acts of random 
kindness that weôve celebrated in years past. Isibindi (thatôs the 
house to which I belong) looks to foster courage among its members. 
Now, to be sure, we want all of our students to be creative, loving, 
generous, and courageous. As with all types of education, though, 
sometimes, itôs important to focus intensely on one area and learn it 
welléand in the process you can see how the other areas are 
connected. As each of our houses forms their members in their 
particular virtue, we expect to see the other virtues to show up in 
their lives, as well! 
-Contributed by Fr. Thomas Szydlik 

 

Third graders spend 
time with their 

p reschool  c lass 
reading buddies, 

sharing their time 
and talent! 

Alumni & Friends 
Newsletter 

Are you an alum of SPPS?  

We would love to hear from you! 

Please send your name, contact infor-

mation, and SPPS graduation year to:  

development@stspeterpaul.org 



From the Principalôs Deské 
Our school year began with quite a few changes; classroom and office 
rearrangements, new online tuition payment plan, and a House 
System. The House System is the foundation upon which we have 
created an atmosphere of excitement, engagement, belonging, 
mentoring, and a collaborative spirit that is like none other. These 
efforts have reinvigorated the culture and climate of our school! 
 
Our House System was created with our mission in mind to ensure that 
we are doing what is best for students. The goals of the House System 
are to promote positive relationships and mentoring for students, to 
promote positive relationships between faculty and students, to give 

every student another caring adult, to instill a sense of pride in being a SPPS student and a 
member of a House, and to ensure that SPPS continues to feel like a family. 
 
Students, teachers, and staff all belong to a House ï Altruismo (givers), Amistad (friendship), 
Isibindi (courage), and Reveur (dreamers). These Houses are a part of everyday life in our 
school. Our faculty and staff have a passion for educating, reaching, and supporting our 
students. Individual passions energize each of us, and we now have a common purpose that 
encompasses our passions. Having this sense of purpose motivates us to go above and 
beyond for our students and for each other. Our Houses allow us to share in moments and 
experiences that deepen relationships with our students. 
 
SPPSôs culture and climate is structured to ensure student success. As we refine and add 
components to our Houses, we are eager to see what our future holds as we live our 
mission: Forming Leaders for Christ! 
 
May God Bless You! 
 
Lisa Gray, Principal  

 

Get Your Green 

On for SPPS!  

Over the summer, SPPS under-

went several  building transfor-

mations, including (clockwise) 

new sidewalk from the parking lot 

up to the school; Mrs. Grayõs new 

office upstairs off the stage; Mrs. 

Fasching moved across the hall to 

Mrs. Grayõs previous office, and 

the 5th & 6th grade classroom 

moved to the previous music 

room off the gym. 



 

Touching the 

Future Update  

The 2017-18 Touching the Future 

campaign has wrapped up. Over 

$69,000 was raised through the 

annual giving campaign.  

 

We are now accepting 

contributions for the 2018-19 

Touching the Future campaign, 

with a goal of raising $75,000. As 

members of our SPPS family, we 

depend on your support.  Please 

contact the school if you did not 

receive a Touching the Future 

request in the mail. Online 

donations are also currently being 

accepted on the SPPS website, 

www.stspeterpaul.org, under 

SPPS Giving. 

 

Teacher Feature 

Mrs. McKenzi Dillner 

Teaching in a 

Catholic School 

has always been 

a dream for Mrs. 

Dillner. She is 

very excited to 

b e g i n  h e r 

teaching career 

and being a member of the SPPS family!  

She was born in Sedalia, MO and raised in 

Pilot Grove, MO. She graduated from  State 

Fair Community College in Sedalia, MO, 

and from University of Central Missouri in 

Warrensburg, MO with a bachelorõs degree 

in Elementary Education with a minor in 

Mathematics. Mrs. Dillner was recently 

married to Brad Dillner. In her free time, 

she enjoys playing softball, being with her 

family and watching Disney movies. 

 

M
onarch R

escue                                                                                     

P
roject U

pdate
 

The excitement with our butterfly garden continued this fall. Our fall 
has been full of milkweeds, caterpillars, chrysali, butterfly releasing 
and more! Our 5th and 6th grade students became citizen scientists 
again this year, from finding the first monarch larvae, to measuring 
mass and length each day, while patiently waiting for the chrysali to 
form and sharing all that they have learned with the other students.  

Reveur  

� d́reamers �µ 

Isibindi  

� ćourage �µ 

Altruismo  

� ǵivers �µ 

Amistad  

� f́riendship �µ 


