OVERVIEW
Planning:Upon the death of your loved one, you should contact your chosen funeral home. They
will coordinate with your parish to arrange a time and priest for the Mass of Christian Burial. Once
this step has been completed you can expect a phone call from our parish funeral coordinator who will
assist you with selecting readings and music for the mass.
Visitation:There are currently no visitations permitted at the Church due to the Covid-19 Virus
Restrictions. Your funeral home will assist you with planning a visitation.
Eulogy:Eulogies are not permitted. We will ask for you to share 4-5 things about your loved one with
the funeral coordinator. These memories, stories, accomplishments will be shared with the priest
celebrating the funeral so they make your liturgy more personal. If you would like the share a personal
reflection about your loved one, the appropriate place for this is at the visitation, at the funeral home.
Liturgical Planning: The Diocese of Wilmington has issued certain restrictions for funerals due to
COVID 19. These restrictions affect funeral masses as follows:
● All attendees must enter through the front doors of the church, wear a mask and sanitize upon
entry.
● Attendance at funeral services in the church is limited to 50 people with 6 feet of social
distancing. All attendees must follow social distancing guidelines. It is strongly encouraged
that unless your family members are of the same household or in daily contact with one
another that you do not sit together in the same pew.
● There is to be no procession of the casket. The casket is placed in the front of the sanctuary
before people enter.
● Only the celebrant, deacon, or parish lectors may proclaim readings, families are not permitted
to provide lectors for the readings.
● After the final commendation and incense the casket is removed from the church and
communion will follow.
○ After receiving communion, people should provide toward the marked exits and
prepare for the procession to the cemetery.
● St Mary Magdalen does not currently allow visiting priests or concelebrating priests.
Music:You will find music selections at the end of this guide. No instruments that expel air from the
mouth through the instrument are permitted to be played inside the church, due to COVID
restrictions.
Streaming:St Mary Magdalen has the capability to live stream funeral masses. There is a $200 fee for
this service. We coordinate setting up the equipment and the streaming. Your family will be provided
with either an unlisted link (only those with the link can view the stream) or a public link (will appear
on our YouTube channel and viewable to the larger public).
Fees
Most funeral directors itemize all costs within their billings. This is something that should be discussed
with them. Included in their service fees will be payments for the following services:
Organist: $200
Cantor: $150
Funeral Coordinator: $75
Funeral Manager $75
For parishioners there is no fee required for the use of the church facility. If you wish, honorarium
donations may be made to either the priest/deacon or directly to St Mary Magdalen Church.

ROMAN CATHOLIC FUNERAL READINGS
The selection of passages from the Bible is an important part of planning a funeral ceremony, as
we turn to God's word for wisdom and comfort in this time of loss. The Word of God is at the
heart of our Christian celebration of faith in this funeral rite in anticipation of the resurrection of
the body.
To make this easier for the family, the Catholic Church has pre-selected a number of Biblical
passages which are appropriate for the occasion of a funeral. Please look over these passages as
part of your funeral preparations.
Instructions:

1. The f irst reading is taken from the Old Testament.
•

Please select one

2. The s econd reading is taken from the New Testament.
•

Please select one

3. The gospel reading is typically chosen by the priest
•

If you wish to have a reading (s) that are not listed, please discuss this with our
parish funeral coordinator.

FIRST READING SELECTIONS
(OLD TESTAMENT READINGS)
C1:  He acted in an excellent and noble way as he had in the resurrection
of the dead in view.
A reading from the second book of Maccabees
The noble Judas Maccabeus took up a collection, man by man,
to the amount of two thousand drachmas of silver,
and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a sin offering.
In doing this he acted very well and honourably,
taking account of the resurrection.
For if he were not expecting
that those who had fallen asleep would rise again,
it would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead.
But if he was looking to the splendid reward
that is laid up for those who fall asleep in godliness,
it was a holy and pious thought.
Therefore he made atonement for the dead,
so that they might be delivered from their sin.
The Word of the Lord.

(12:43-46)

C2:  I know that my Vindicator lives.
A reading from the book of Job
Then Job answered,
"O that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
O that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock forever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
The Word of the Lord.

(19:1, 23-27a)

C-3: As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
A reading from the book of Wisdom
The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God,
and no torment will ever touch them.
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,
and their departure was thought to be a disaster,
and their going from us to be their destruction;
but they are at peace.
For though in the sight of others they were punished,
their hope is full of immortality.
Having been disciplined a little,
they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
like gold in the furnace he tried them,
and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth,
and will run like sparks through the stubble.
They will govern nations and rule over peoples,
and the Lord will reign over them forever.
Those who trust in him will understand truth,
and the faithful will abide with him in love,
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,
and he watches over his elect.
The Word of the Lord.

(3:1-9)

C4: An unsullied life, the attainment of old age.
A reading from the book of Wisdom

(4:7-15)

The righteous, though they die early, will be at rest.
For old age is not honored for length of time,
or measured by number of years;
but understanding is grey hair for anyone,
and a blameless life is ripe old age.
There were some who pleased God and were loved by him,
and while living among sinners were taken up.
They were caught up so that evil might not change their understanding
or guile deceive their souls.
For the fascination of wickedness obscures what is good,
and roving desire perverts the innocent mind.
Being perfected in a short time,
they fulfilled long years;
for their souls were pleasing to the Lord,
therefore he took them quickly from the midst of wickedness.
Yet the peoples saw and did not understand,
or take such a thing to heart,
that God's grace and mercy are with his elect,
and that he watches over his holy ones.
The Word of the Lord.

C5: He will destroy death forever
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
On this mountain the Lord of hosts
will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow,
of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people
he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God;
we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The Word of the Lord.

(25:6-9)

C6:  It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord.
A reading from the book of Lamentations
My soul is bereft of peace;
I have forgotten what happiness is;
so I say, "Gone is my glory,
and all that I had hoped for from the Lord."
The thought of my affliction and my homelessness
is wormwood and gall!
My soul continually thinks of it
and is bowed down within me.
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
"The Lord is my portion," says my soul,
"therefore I will hope in him."
The Lord is good to those who wait for him,
to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.

(3:17-26)

C7: Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall wake.
A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel

(12:1-3)

"At that time Michael, the great prince,
the protector of your people, shall arise.
There shall be a time of anguish,
such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence.
But at that time your people shall be delivered,
everyone who is found written in the book.
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky,
and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.
The Word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
*The responsorial psalm that is used at St Mary Magdalen Church is Psalm 23.
D1
Psalm 23:1-3, 4, 5, 6
R/. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
or:
R/. Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
in verdant pastures he gives me repose;
Beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.
He guides me in right paths
for his name sake. R/.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side
With your rod and your staff
that give me courage. R/.
You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. R/.
Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
for years to come. R/.

SECOND READING SELECTIONS
(NEW TESTAMENT READINGS)
E1: Since we are now justified by his Blood, we will be saved through
him from the wrath
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

(5:5-11)

Brother and sisters;
Hope does not disappoint us,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak,
at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person
-- though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.
But God proves his love for us
in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
Much more surely then,
now that we have been justified by his blood,
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies,
we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.
But more than that,
we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.
The Word of the Lord.

E2:  Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more.
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

(5:17-21)

Brothers and sisters:
If, because of the one man's trespass,
death exercised dominion through that one,
much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness
exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for all,
so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.
For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners,
so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.
But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied;
but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
so that, just as sin exercised dominion in death,
so grace might also exercise dominion through justification
leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.

E3: We too might live in newness of life.
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

(6:3-9)

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
We know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be destroyed,
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.
For whoever has died is freed from sin.
But if we have died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him.
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
The Word of the Lord.

E4: We also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of
our bodies.
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

(8:14-23)

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, "Abba! Father!"
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit
that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ
-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.
For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the children of God;
for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it,
in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labour pains until now;
and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies.
The Word of the Lord.

E5: What will separate us from the love of Christ?
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

(8:31-35, 37-39)

If God is for us, who is against us?
He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us,
will he not with him also give us everything else?
Who will bring any charge against God's elect?
It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?
It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us.
Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.

E6: Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Brothers and sisters:
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.
If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord;
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.
For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister?
Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
For it is written,
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
The Word of the Lord.

(14:7-12)

E7: So too in Christ shall all be brought to life:
A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(15:20-28)

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
For since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;
for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.
But each in his own order:
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end,
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father,
after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power.
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet."
But when it says,
"All things are put in subjection,"
it is plain that this does not include the one
who put all things in subjection under him.
When all things are subjected to him,
then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one
who put all things in subjection under him,
so that God may be all in all.
The Word of the Lord.

E8: Death is swallowed up in victory.
A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Listen, I will tell you a mystery!
We will not all die, but we will all be changed,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
For this perishable body must put on imperishability,
and this mortal body must put on immortality.
When this perishable body puts on imperishability,
and this mortal body puts on immortality,
then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
"Death has been swallowed up in victory."
"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord.

(15:51-57)

E9:  What is seen is transitory but what is unseen is eternal.
A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

(4:13–5:1)

We know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus,
and will bring us with you into his presence.
Yes, everything is for your sake,
so that grace, as it extends to more and more people,
may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
So we do not lose heart.
Even though our outer nature is wasting away,
our inner nature is being renewed day by day.
For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,
because we look not at what can be seen
but at what cannot be seen;
for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,
we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
The Word of the Lord.

E10:  We have a building from God, eternal in heaven
A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians (5:1, 6-10)
We know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,
we have a building from God,
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
So we are always confident;
even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord
-- we walk by faith, not by sight.
Yes, we do have confidence,
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
So whether we are at home or away,
we make it our aim to please him.
For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body,
whether good or evil.
The Word of the Lord.

E11:  He will change our lowly bodies to conform to his glory.
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians

(3:20-21)

Our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ.
He will transform the body of our humiliation that
it may be conformed to the body of his glory,
by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.
The Word of the Lord.

E12: Thus we shall always be with the Lord.
A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians (4:13-18)
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,
about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.
For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will by no means precede those who have died.
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command,
with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet,
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
The Word of the Lord.

E13: If we have died with him we shall also live with him.
A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy

(2:8-13)

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David
-- that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship,
even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained.
Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect,
so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
with eternal glory.
The saying is sure:
If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he will also deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains faithful - for he cannot deny himself.
The Word of the Lord.

E14:  We shall see him as he is.
A reading from the first letter of John

(3:1-2)

See what love the Father has given us,
that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God's children now;
what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this:
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
The Word of the Lord.

E15: We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our
brothers.
A reading from the first letter of John

(3:14-16)

We know that we have passed from death to life
because we love one another.
Whoever does not love abides in death.
All who hate a brother or sister are murderers,
and you know that murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them.
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us
-- and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.
The Word of the Lord

GOSPEL READING
*This reading is usually chosen by the priest. The
following is the standard reading used at St Mary
Magdalen Church.
John 14:1-6
In my Father's house there are many dwellings.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John
Jesus said to his disciples:
"Do not let your hearts be troubled.
You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
In my Father's house there are many dwelling
places.
If there were not,
would I have told you that I am going to
prepare a place for you?
And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come back again and take you to
myself,
so that where I am you also may be.
Where I am going you know the way."
Thomas said to him,
"Master, we do not know where you are
going;
how can we know the way?"
Jesus said to him, "I am the way and the truth and
the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me."
The Gospel of the Lord.

Approved Music for Funerals
*Please choose any three songs.
“Abide With Me”
“All I Ask of You”
Amazing Grace”
“Psalm 42: As the Deer Longs”
“Be Not Afraid”
“Be Still My Soul”
“Beyond the Moon and Stars”
“Eye Has Not Seen”
“Fly Like a Bird”
“Here I Am, Lord”
“Hosea”
“How Great Thou Art”
“I Have Loved You”
“I Know that My Redeemer Lives”
“I, The Lord”
“Like A Child Rests”
“On Eagle’s Wings”
“Only This I Want”
“Prayer of St. Francis”
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
“Servant Song”
“Shepherd Me, O God”
“The Lord Is My Light”
“We Walk By Faith”
“You Are Near”
“Behold the Lamb”
“Bread for the World”
“Bread of Life”
“Eat This Bread”
“Gift of Finest Wheat”
“I Am the Bread of Life”
“I Am the Living Bread”
“Lord, By Your Cross and Resurrection”
“Love One Another”
“One Bread, One Body”
“Seed, Scattered and Sown”
“Taste and See”
“The Supper of the Lord”
“O God, Beyond All Praising”
“Let There Be Peace on Earth”
“May The Angels Be Your Guide”
“O Loving God” – Londonderry Air
“Song of Farewell” –Sands
“Song of Farewell – Old Hundredth
“Ave Maria” – Schubert
“Panis Angelicus” - Franck

