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Chapter 10 of LukeÕs Gospel (verses 38-42) contains 

a unique section which Luke uses to illustrate an 
important part of the history of the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. This passage occupies a very important 
place in all of our lives: it is all about ÒThe Christian's 
Priority:Ó in the Old Testament, David had this 
perspective.!  In 
Psalm 27:4 he 
said, "One thing 
have I asked of the 
Lord, one thing 
shall I seek."In the 
New Testament in 
Philippians 3:13 
Paul said, "This 
one thing I do.Ó 
N o w t h e O l d 
Testament saint, 
D a v i d , h a d 
reduced his life to 
one thing, one 
singe priority, and 
that was to behold 
the beauty of the 
Lord. And Paul 
said his one single 
priority was to 
know Him and 
t h e n t o b e 
conformed to His 
likeness. Here in 
this text we have a 
statement from the 
lips of the Lord 
Himself. Verse 42 
i s a b o u t t h a t 
priority."

This visit to Martha and Mary in Bethany happens in 
the last 6 weeks of JesusÕ life. Bethany was just a brief 
walk from Jerusalem. He is on the way to Jerusalem for 
the last week of His life; He's already been on the road 
for a number of months since He ended His ministry in 
Galilee. He even sent advance disciples in teams to get 

the town and the village ready for His arrival. Sometimes 
they were received; sometimes they were not. The focus 
of His ministry in these last days was more on teaching 
rather than working miracles. And the students are 
primarily His apostles and disciples. This is their final 
semester in preparation for taking the Gospel to the 

ends of the earth.!"
In the Gospel, we 
see Mary is seated 
at His feet to listen 
t o w h a t H e 
teaches. And He is 
on this mission to 
teach us about 
p r a y e r ; a b o u t 
divine judgment; 
a n d a b o u t 
h y p o c r i s y , 
persecution and 
suffering; about 
the Holy Spirit. 
He's warning us 
about greed. He's 
i ns t r uc t i ng us 
a b o u t 
c o n t e n t m e n t , 
about how to use 
money, how to 
give, how to be a 
steward. There are 
lessons on unity, 
l e s s o n s o n 
righteousness and 
holiness. There is 
i ns t ruc t i on on 
d iv ine jus t i ce , 

humility, pride, on the cost of loyalty to Christ, on the 
kingdom of God and how to enter it. He's teaching us 
about how heaven rejoices when sinners are converted. 
He's even going to teach us about divorce, hell, 
penitence, forgiveness and a lot about faith. And His 
teaching is totally unique, not like other rabbisÕ teaching."

Dear brothers and sisters, there is 
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only one posture for us to learn all these beautiful 
lessons that Jesus teaches and that's to be there at 
His feet like Mary was. That is a priority to every other 
spiritual duty; which is motivated by, informed by, and 
defined by Scripture. His teaching is radical. It is 
powerful. It is urgent. It is and will be life changing. In 
John 8:26 Jesus said, "I have many things to say but 
He who sent Me is true and the things which I heard 
from Him, these I speak."!In John 8:28, "When you lift 
up the Son of Man then you will know that I am He 
and I do nothing on My own initiative but I speak these 
things as the Father taught Me.""

What a privilege this is for Mary to hear the 
absolute truth from the very mouth of God incarnate. 
Her position indicated her intense interest in His 
teaching. She got as close as she could get so as 
not to miss a word. She was so happy to listen to the 
most powerful, clear, truthful teacher who ever 
spoke. At the time of Jesus women didn't have that 
privilege. Some rabbis said it was useless to teach a 
woman. She was there listening to the Lord's words, 
the closer the better. And she demonstrates the 
attitude of a true believer. Dear friends, what a 
privilege for us as His followers to listen to words 
from this wonderful teacher who is the Son of God 
Himself. In Luke 8, His mother and brothers came to 
Him and they couldn't find Him because of the 
crowd, they came to find Jesus. In verse 20, 
somebody in the crowd said, "Your mother and your 
brothers are standing outside, they want to see You." 
He said, "My mother and My brother are those who 
hear the Word of God and do it.""

Martha loved Jesus too, she believed in Jesus. We 
heard in todayÕs Gospel that she is addressing Jesus 
as ÒLord,Ó she was a close friend of Jesus too. She 
failed to make listening to the words of Jesus a priority 
that day; the day that, unknown to Martha or Mary, 
would be His last visit to them. She was focused on 
preparing dinner for their best friend, Jesus, and His 
apostles. Martha was distracted with all her 
preparations, that is why she came to Jesus, to get 
her sister to the kitchen. She was all caught up with 
much serving. There is nothing wrong with hospitality, 
of course, she was doing it for the Lord. Now before 
we condemn Martha, it helps us to think about what is 
it that keeps us away from being present to hear the 
Word of God, from being present for Sunday Holy 
Eucharist. There are some Marthas and some Marys 
among us. We get preoccupied with things that make 
us miss the opportunity to sit at the feet of Jesus 
hearing His Word. Nothing is as important as divine 
truth. Chapter 11:28 says, "Blessed are those who 
hear the Word of God and do it.Ó ❖"

SAT., JULY 20 Weekday/St. Apollonaris/BVM

Ex 12:37-42/Mt 12:14-21 
(394) 

3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Bob Punches 

[Bill and Astrida Punches]

SUN., JULY 21 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Dt 30:10-14/Col 1:15-20/Lk 
10:25-37 (105) Pss III 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gerald Damian 

[Claudia Damian]

MON., JULY 22 ST. MARY MAGDALENE

Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Jn 
20:1-2, 11-18 (603) Pss Prop   

No Mass Today in Manchester  
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting - FFH

TUES., JULY 23 Weekday/St. Bridget

Ex 14:21Ñ15:1/Mt 12:46-50 
(396)   

8:30 am Mass: In loving memory of my dad, 
♰Michael Lozicki 

[Eve Lozicki]
WED., JULY 24 Weekday/St. Sharbel Makhl"f

Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Mt 13:1-9 
(397) 

8:30 am Mass: ♰Rita Townsend 
[Dave and Gloria Bishop]

THURS., JULY 25 ST. JAMES

2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28 
(605) Pss Prop    

8:30 am Mass: ♰Dewey Van Riper 
[Alice Kidd] 

4:00-7:00 pm Ice Cream Social - Church Lawn

FRI., JULY 26 ST. JOACHIM AND ANNE

Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23 (399)    8:30 am Mass: INT: Bob and Jan Grimstad 
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]

SAT., JULY 27 Weekday/BVM

Ex 24:3-8/Mt 13:24-30 (400)     3:30-4:30 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: ♰Ethel Fahey 

[The Fahey Family] 
12:00-5:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-off - PC

SUN., JULY 28 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME

Gn 18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 
11:1-13 (111) Pss I 

8:00-8:15 am Confession 
8:30 am Mass: For the People 
10:00-10:15 am Confession 
10:30 am Mass: ♰Gabriel Conseibo 

[Sylvie and Scott Strong] 
12:00-4:00 pm Rummage Sale Drop-off - PC

Fr. BoscoÕs article continued from page 1

Need Help?
Alternatives to Abortion: Right to Life 
MI Hotline 800-57WOMAN or visit 
www.optionline.org

ÒAAÓ group meets Fridays and 
Sundays at 7:00 pm - Emmanuel 
Church Kitchen.

ÒCourageÓ is a Catholic (endorsed by 
Diocese) spiritual support group for those 
struggling with same sex attraction.

ÒEncourageÓ is a separate support 
group for the families and friends of 
ÔCourageÕ clients. Call 517-342-2596

ÒProject RachelÓ (post-abortive 
reconciliation and healing) Call the 
conÞdential phone line:517-993-0291 
or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

For more news and events in the 
area, please visit our website: 

stmarymanchester.org

Please Pray for: 
Matt Beals 

Duane Beuerle 
Leroy Cummings 
Claudia Damian 

Sue DuRussel 
Mark Garcia 

Mike Gibbons 
Kelly 

Wilma Lentz 

Babette Medlock 
Joe Novak 

Ron Sangster 
Sharon and Alair 

Joyce Stein 

Bruce Sommers 
Geneva, Joan and 
Nancy Walkowe 

Eddie and Judy Walz 
Sharon Warren 

Repose of the Soul of: 
✟Bob Liggett
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Join the Catholic Biblical School of 
Michigan this fall with a new Tuesday 
7-9 pm class at Holy Family Parish in 
Adrian, Michigan. Information Nights 
at Holy Family on Aug 8th (Th) at 
7 : 0 0 p m . C o n t a c t u s a t 
info@cbsmich.org or 586-438-3085 
Planning meetings for the Fall 2019 
Ann Arbor 40 Days for Life 
C a m p a i g n w i l l b e h e l d o n 
Wednesdays July 24th, Aug. 28th, 
Sept. 11th and Sept. 18th at 7 pm 
at Bob Evans, 2411 Carpenter Rd. 
P l e a s e c o n t a c t S a n d i e a t 
P L A N 2 p r a y @ g m a i l . c o m o r 

7 3 4 - 6 5 7 - 1 9 3 6 o r v i s i t 
40daysforlife.com/annarbor 
Vacation Bible School at Old St. 
Pat’s August 5th-9th 9am - noon. 
The theme is ‘Angels of God.’ 
Children’s concert & ice cream social 
is on Thursday, August 8th at 7pm. 
Pre-K - 6th grade. Cost is $25 per 
child – Family discount $15 for each 
additional child. To register call 
734-662-8141. 
Catechist Formation Class at Our 
Lady of Fatima, Michigan Center 
August 17th. Please register at 
https://bit.ly/2YaIejA 

Parish Family 
Birthdays 

July 20# Jacob Messman"..........
July 21# Natasha Kominars ..........
July 22# Kari Ball "..........
July 25# Meaghan Bourland"..........
July 25# Sarah OÕHotzke"..........
July 27# Stephanie Messman..........

Sanctuary Lamps  
are burning this week for: 

1. The repose of the soul of 
✟Russ Aiuto 

(Jim and Marja Warner) 
2. INT: The healing & good 

health of our dear friend, 
Petra Heinle 

(Inge and Peter Roncoli)

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester MI                         ❖ Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ❖                            July 21, 2019    Pg. 3 

Area News

St. Mary 
Roman Catholic 

Church 
Stewardship 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, July 7, 2019 

Sunday Envelopes  $5,717.00 ............
Loose Cash & Checks $204.51 .......
Welcome Envelopes $43.00 ...........
E-Giving $210.94 ............................

6 
Weekly toward budget $6,175.45 .......
Weekly goal $5,300.00 .......................
Amt. ABOVE goal $875.45 .............

⏤ 
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS: 
Buildings and MaintenanceÉ $474.00 
PeterÕs Pence $380.00 .....................
Poor Box $25.50 ...........................
Votive Candles $52.00...................

Raffle Tickets Still Available! 
Tickets are still available for our 2019 
Ice Cream Social Fundraising Raffle. To 
obtain tickets, please call Tom Burch 
(734-260-0056) or stop in at the Parish 
Office. Fr. Bosco will announce when 
sellers will be present after Masses.  

Don’t Forget ICS  
The 127th Annual Ice Cream Social. Is 
this Thursday, July 25th. Please 
remember to fulfill the shifts you signed 
up for. If you have any questions, please 
c o n t a c t G i n a J e n n i n g s a t 
gjenning@umich.edu. 
Rummage Sale Approaches 

Please keep in mind the drop-off times! 
Drop Off Dates at the Parish Center 
! Saturday, July 27th from 12-5pm 
! Sunday, July 28th from 12-4pm 
! Monday-Friday, July 29th-August 2nd 
from 4-7pm 
! Saturday, August 3rd from 12-5pm 
! Sunday, August 4th from 12-4pm 
 Pricing Dates at the Parish Center 
! Monday, August 5th-Wednesday, 
August 7th from 4-7pm 
Sales Dates at the Parish Center 
! Thursday, August 8th from 9am-6pm 
! Friday, August 9th from 9am-6pm 
! Saturday, August 10th from 9am-4pm 
Clean up follows the 4pm closing. 

Confirmation Meeting 
Due to this year's diocesan schedule, 
Confirmation Class MUST start early 
this year! There will be a mandatory 
Confirmation Orientation meeting for 
candidates AND parents on Sunday, 
August 4th in the Fr. Fisher Hall 
following 10:30am Mass. 

Scammer Now Calling 
There is an imposter using the number: 
517-709-4004 calling parishioners 
pretending to be Fr. Bosco. Please be 
vigilant and pay attention to the phone 
number. If it isnÕt a number you 
recognize, do not answer. If a call is 
important, they will leave a message. 

Cleaning Crew Needs You 
Please consider volunteering to help 
clean the church, the commitment is one 
t ime per month. Please contact 
S tephan ie a t 734 -368 -8585 o r 
sbeuerle@hotmail.com. You will be 
trained and paired with another 
volunteer. 

Help Restore Hope 
The Diocese of Lansing Catholic 
WomenÕs Conference will be held on 
Saturday, October 12th. Please 
consider being a parish captain to help 
navigate our ladies on the journey to this 
event. Contact Deanna McCrate if you 
have any questions 810-287-7272 or 
CaptainofCaptainsCWC@gmail.com 

Masses and Memorials 
If you would like to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamps, Altar Flowers or 
request a Mass for an intention or 
memorial, openings are available. Call 
the Parish Office at 734-428-8811. 

Adorn your Yard 
Consider adding a simple white cross to 
your landscaping in order to give glory 
to God and witness to the resurrection. 
The Knights of Columbus have made it 
easy by constructing simple white 
crosses just the right size. You can 
purchase one for $5 at The Flower 

Parish News

St. Mary’s 
2019 DSA goal:

$28,001  
To date our pledges 

total $25,010 or 89.32% 

Altar Flowers 
For the week of July 21st  

In Memory of 
✟Bob Punches on his birthday  

sponsored by  
Bill and Astrida Punches
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